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AJ> M^CENATEM. 
(hnnlbui, nutvtW verb avaris, tortem num gravem es$e, 

Qui fie, Maecenas, ut nemo; quam ^ soitem 
Sett Ratio dederit, seu Fon objece'ritiHla 
CoDlMttB vivat ; laudet diversa sequentes f 

* Q fortimati mercalorcfi/ gravis aAnis* 

Miles uty multo jam fractus membra labore. 5 

Contrli mercator, nayim jactantibus Austris, 

* Militia est potior.' Quid enim ? Concurritiur : horse 
Momento cita mors venit, aut victoiift Iseta. 
Ag;ricolam l^dat juris legumqae peritus, 

Siib galli cantum consultor ubi ostia pulsat. 10 

Ble^ datis vadibufy qui Aus^extractus in urbem est, 
Solos Felices viventes clamat in urbe. 

Cietera de genere hoc (adeo sunt multa). loqoacem 
Delassare valent Fabium. Ne te morer, audi 
Qud rem deducam. Si quis Deus, ' £n ego/ dicat, 15 
' Jam iadam quod vultis : eris tu, qtu modd miles* 
Mercator ; tu consultut modd, rusticus: hinc yos^ 

•arbIi. irWKf. 
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SATIRE I. 
TO M^CEKAS. 



That aUf hu espectaUy the cwdoutt think that own^jUuU' 

tion the hardest, 

* 

JUow coinei it to pass, Mscena^ that no one lives content 
.with his condition, whether Beason gave it Um, or Chance 
threw it in his wi^ ; btU praises those who have different pur* 
mnts? " O haf^ merchants !** says the soldier, oppressed 
with y^s, and now broken down in his limbs through excess 
of labour. On the other side, the merohaat, when the soutl;^ 
winds .toss his ship, cries ** Warfare is poelerable ;*' for why ? 
the engagement is begun, and in an instant comes there a 
needy death, or a happy victory. The lawyer praises the 
fanner's state, when the client knocks at his door by cock- 
crow. But he who, having entered into a recognisance, is 
dragged from the country into the dty, cries those only are 
happy who live in the city. The other tiistanoss of this kin^ 
j^they are so numerous) would weary out the loquacious Fa- 
bius ta repeat them* Not to keep you in suspense, hear to 
what an issue I will bring the matter, ttpy God should iay» 
*' Lp ! I will efiect what you desire : ymt that were just now 
a soUSer, sh^dl be a merchant ; yoii» Attf were lately 4 lawyer^ 

A2 



4 8ATIR. Ln. h 

Vos bine mntatis discedite partibut* Bia, 
Quid statis ?* Nolint. Atqui licet esse betdi. 
Quid cau8» est, merito quin illis Jupiter ambas 20 
Iratus buccas inflet, neque se fore' posthac 
Tam &ciiem dicat, Totis ut praebeat aurem ? 

Prseterea, ne sic, ut qui jocularia, ridens 
Per9urrain (quanquam ridentem dicere yerum 
Quid yetat ? ut * pueris olini dant crustula blandi t$ 
Doctores, elementa yellit ut discere primay 
Sed tamen amoto quseraiQUs seria ludo). 
lUe grayem duro terrain qui yerfcit aratro, 
Perfidus hie caupo f , miles, nautaeque, per omue 
Audaces mare qui currunt, h&c mente tn^rem 90 
Sese ferre, senes i;t in otia tuta recedan^ 
Aiunt, cum sibi sint congesta cibaria : siput 
Panrula (nam exemplo est) magni formica laborii 
Ore trahit quodcunque potest, atque addit aceryo, 
Quem struit; baud ignara, ac non incauta futuri : 3$ 
Quae, simul inyersum contristat Aquarius annum, 
Non usquam prorepit, et illis utitur ante 
Quassitis slpiens : :|: cum te neque feryidus aeitus 
Demoyeat lucro, neque hi^ms, ignis, mare, fernira ; 
Nil obstet tibi, dam ne sit te ditior alter. 40 

Quid juyat immensum te argenti pondus et aun 
Furtim defoss^timidum deponere terra? 
Quod si comminuas» yilem redigatur ad assem. 
At, ni id fit, qoid habet pulcri constructus acernis ? 
Millia frumenti tua triyerit area centum ; 45 

Non tuus hoc capiet yenter plus quam meus : ut si 
Jleticulum panis yenales Inter onusto 
Fort^ yehas humero ; nibilo plus accipias qui^m 
Qui nil portHrit. Vel die, quid referat intra 
Natural fines yiyenti Y, jugera centum, an 50 

• St. ««Mi^» t Patiau. f yiventbf 

fCamUOcatyatttUc^HariU Providni hk anitor, 9chtad. 
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jftfltf he « fiuRMT. Bo you depart one way, and ye another, 
haying exehanged tiie parta you are to act in life. How 
now ! Why do you stand ?** They are unwilling : and yet 
It b in their power, to be hapjrv. What reason then can be 
tssigned, but that Jupiter should deservedly distend both his 
£heacB in indignation, and declare that for the future he wiU 
not be so indu^^t as to lend an ear to their prayers ? 

Bui farther, that I may not run over this in a laughing mm* 
ner, like those who treat on lu^|rots sulgects (^ough what 
binders one being meny, and telling the truth ? as good- 
natured teachers at first give cakes to their boys, that they 
nay be willing to le^urn t^eir first rudiments : railleiy, however, 
apart, let us investigate seriou^ mattery.) ^e that turns the 
lumpish glebe with the hard plou^h-shace, this fraudulent 
adulterator efihe law, the soI£er, and the sailors who daunt- 
less run through every sea, profess that they endure toil with 
this intention, that as old men they may i€^re into a secure 
resting-place, when once they have gotten to^thei: a sj^iffi- 
de^t proviaon. 

Thus the little ant (for she may serve for an escample) of 
great industiy, caizies in her mouth whatever she is able^ 
and adds to her he^ which she piles up> by no means igno- 
nmt and not careless for the future. Which ant neverthelestt 
as soon as Aquarius saddens the Inverted year, jaever creeps 
abroad^ but wisely makes use of those stores which were pro- 
arided beforehand : while neither sultry summer, nor winter, 
fire^ ocean, s^ord, can drive you from the pursuit of gain. 
Tou surmount every obstacle, that no other man may be ricfh- 
er than yourself. £%U what pleasure is it for y^ anxious to 
deposit an immense weight of silver and gold in the earth dug 
up by stealth* to hide itf Which, if yeu should lessen it, 
^lay be reduced m time to a pahry farthings 

But, unless that be the case, what beauty has an accumula- 
ted hoard ? Though your thr^ing-floor should yield a hun- 
dred thousand bushels of corn, your belly will not on that ac- 
count contain more than mine : just as if it were your lot to 
carry on your loaded shoulder the basket of br^ ainong 

eves, you would receive no mere for your ow{i share, than 
who bore no part of the burthen. Or teU me, what it is to 
tbe puipoie of that man, who lives within- the compass of na- 
tare^ wbfther be plough a hundred or a thoviand acres ? 

A? 
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Mille aret ? ' At suave est ex rnagtio tollere aeervo.* 
Dum ex parvo nobis tantundem haurire relinquas. 
Cur tua plus laudes cumeris granaria nostris? 
Ut» tibi si ait opus liquidi non amplius urna, 
Vel cyatho ; et dicas, ' Magno de flumine malim, S$ 
Quam ex hoc fonticulo tantundem suraere.* £d fit, 
Flenior ut $i quos <klectet copia justo, ' 

Cum *ripa simul avmsoPferat Aufidus acer : 
At qui tantuli eget, quanta est opus, is neque limo 
Turbatam haurit aquam, neque Titam amittitin undis. 
At bona pars hominum decepta cupidine falso, 61 
< Nil satis est,' inquit : * quia tanti, quantum habeas^ 



•IS.' 



Quid facias illi ? Jubeas misenim * esse, libenter 
Quateniis id facit. Ut quidam meinoratur Athei^s 
Sordidus ac dives, populi contemnere voces , ' 6$ 
Sic solitus : < Populus me sibilat ; at mihi plaudo 
Ipse domi, simul ac nummos contemplor in area.' 
Tanti)lu8 a labris sitiens fugientia captat 
Flumina. ^Quid rides ? Mutato nomine, de te 
Fabiila narrator. CoDgesds undique saccis 7Q 

Indormis inhians, et tanquam parcere sacris 
Cogeris, fmt pictis tanquam gaudere tabelUs* 
Nescis qucrvaleat nummus, quern praebeat usum? 
Panis ematur, olos, vini textiu^uB ; adde, 
Queis humana sibi doleat natura negatis. 75 

An vigilare metu exanimem, noctesque diesqiie 
Formidare malos fures, incendia, servos, < 
Ne te oorapilent fugientes ; hoc juvat ? Homm 
Semper ego opt&rim pauperiimus esse bonoriim. 
At si condoluit tentatum fiigore corpus, 80 

Aut alius casus lecto te affixitf ; hsto qui 
Asfiideat, fomenta paret, medicum roget, ol te 
Suscitety ac reddat gnatii carisque propinquis. 

•Mtenmi. MmtU f AflBsit. 
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•* But it 18 still delightfiil to take out of a great hoard ' 
While you leave us to take as much out of a moderate storef 
«)iy should you extol yovfr great granaries, more than our 
fmaller repositories ? As if you had occasion for no more 
than a pxtisher or glass of water, and should say, ** I had ra- 
ther draw to much from a great river, than the saipe quaatfty 
from this little fountain." Hence it comes, thai the rapid 
Auiidus carries away, ,t<^ether with the bank, such as an 
abundance more copious than what it just, delights* But he^ 
who desires onl$f so much as is sufficient, neither drinks Au 
water fouled with the mud, nor loses his. fife in the waves. 

But a great majority of mankind, misled by depraved de- 
sire, cry, " No sum is enough ; because you are esteemed in 
proportion to what you possess." What can one do to suck 
a tribf as tbit f Whift bid them be wretched, since their 
inclination prompts them to it. As a certain person is re- 
corded to have lived at Athens, covetous and rich, who was 
wont to despise the talk of the people in this manner : ** The 
crowd hiss me abroad ; but I appIAud myself at home, as sooq 
as l! contemplate my money in my chest" The thirsty Tan^ 
talus catches at the streams, which elude his lips^ Why do 
Tou laugh ? The name changed, and the ttie is told of you. 
xou sleep upon your bags, heaped up on every ade, greedUy 

rping over them, and are obliged to abstain from Uiem, at 
they were consecrated things, or to amuse yourself with 
them* as you would with pictures. Are you ignprant of what 
real value money ha^ what use it can alTord ? Bread, 
heri>^ a bottle * of wme, may be purchased with it ; to which 
necessaries add such others as, being withheld, human nature 
would be uneasy with itself. What, to watch half-dead with 
terror, night and day, to dread profligate thieves, fire, and 
your slaves, lest they should run away and plunder you ; is 
this delightful ? As for me, I should always wish to b^ very 
poor in possessions held upon these terms. 

3ut if your body should be disordered by being inzed with 
a cold, or aoy other casualty should confine you to^your bed ; 
you have one that will abide by yoi^ prepare medicines, ea- 
treat the physician that he would set you upon your feet, and 
restore you to your cfaildrep and dear relations. 

• Sextarios, ivhkhu htrs Hndn$i a tsttUt w«f adoatl ms md e ke\f 
pintofsurmeastiTi, 
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Non uxor salvum te vult, non filiiu ; omnes 
Vicini oderunty iaoti, pueri, atque puellae. Q^ 

Hinns, cum tu argento post omnia ponas, 
Si nemapnestety quern non merearis, amorem ? 
Atqui * .cognatos nullo natura labore 
Quot tibi dat, retinere yelis, servareque amicos i 
^nfelix operam perdas : ut si quis asellum 90 

In campo doceat parentem currere fhenis. 
Denique sit finis quaerendi : cumque habeas plus^ 
Pauperiem metuas minus ; et finire laborem 
Incipias, pa|to quod avebas : nee facias quod 
Umidius quidam f (non longa est fabula) dives 95 
Ut metiretur nummos; ita sordidus, ut se 
Non unquam servo melius yestiret; ad usque 
Supreraum tempu^, ne se penuria victib 
Opprimeret, metuebat ; at hunc liberta securi 
Pivisit medium, fortissima Tyndaridarum, 100 

' Quid mi igitur suades ? Ut vivam Msuius ? aut 
sic 
Ut Nomentanus ?* Pergis pugnantia secum 
Frontibus adverns componere. Non ^go avarum 
Cum veto te fieri, vappam jubeo ac nebuloneip. 
£§t inter Tapai'm quiddam, socerumque Yiseill : 105 
Est modus in rebus ; sunt certi denique fines, 
Quos ultra citraque nequit consistere rectum. 

niuc, unde abii, redeo. Nemon' ut avarus 
Se probet, ac-potiiks laudet diversa sequentes? 
Qu6dque aliena capella gerat distentius uber 1 Ifi 
Tabescat? neque8e:^-majoripauperiorum 
Turbae comparet ? hunc atque hunc superare labQ« 

ret? 
Sic festinanti semper locupletior obstat : 

• An4. tQultam. JSmr/. tMsttoii. 
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Keither your wk nor your son desiret your reoorery ; aU 
your ndgbDours, acquaintance nay the very boya and girla* 
oale you. And do you wonder tiiat no one tendert you the 
afiection, vbtck you by no nieans merit, ainoe you prefer 
your money to every tlqpg else ? But if you think to re- 
tain, and preserve as friendi^ the relations which nature giref 
you, without taking an^y- pains : wretch that you toe, you lose 
your labour eqnauy, as if any one should train an aas to be 
obedient to thfe rein and run in the Campus Martius> Final- 
ly, let there be some end to your searching t^fter riches : and, 
since you have more than enough, be in less dread of pover- 
ty; and begin to cease from your toil* that being acquired 
which you coveted : nor do as did one Umidius (it is no te- 
dious story,) who was so rich that he measured his money, 
but so sordid that he never clothed himself any better than a 
tisve ; and, even to his last moments, was in dread lest want 
of bread should starve him : but his freed-woman* the * bra^ 
vest of all the daughters of Tyndarus, cut him in two with • 
hatchet 

'* What therefore do you persuade me to ? TluU I should 
lead the life of a Maenius f ? or in such a manner as a No- 
moitanus ?" 

Tou are gmng now to make thingi tally, that are centra-' 
dictoiy in their natures. When I bid you not bt a miser, X 
do not orde^ ^^J^ become a spendthrift and a prodigal* 
There is some dmerenct^ surely, between the case of Ta- 
nais ^ and his son-in-bt^ Visellius : There is a mean in aU 
things : finally, there are certain boondarict, on either side of 
whi^ moral rectitude cannot exist JBut I return now, whence 
I digressed. Does no one^ after the miser*s example, like hit 
own station, hut rather praise those who have different pursuits ; 
and pines, because his neighbour's she-goat bears a more dis- 
tended udder ; 9or considers himaelf in relation to the greater 
multitude of poor ; but labours to sufpass, first one and then 
another ? Thus the richer man is always an obstacle to one^ that 
ia haftenjng to be rich ; a^ when the courser y^hirls along the 

•kelen and Clytemneitra, the daughters •/Tyndanu , Uttei their te/- 
imtdf, Dddhobus mkd Agsinemoont tinth tUt wm#mi. Ordo : LIbeita 
fortiniina TyndarkUrum diviiit huac medhun securi. (Sanct Mi^ 
nenra,lV«xi. 7S5.) 

t MKOtus and Nomeatanut, txve infameut pfdints. 

t TaasI* and Viidlfan, tfmptrtmu Ubowing ifMrr eMiMlti ef V9rf 
ptftdtsnaiuni. "^ .' . -r 
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• ' . . 

XJt.cttin carcwibus musos rapit ungula cumu ; 
Instat equis auriga suos yinoeBtibuSy ilium 115 

Pfieteritum temnens extremos inter euntem. 
Inde fit, ut rard, qui ft vixiss^beatum 
Dicat, et exacto cootentUB tempore viti 
Cedaty uti coDviva satur, reperire queamui. 

Jam satis est : ne me CrisjiiDi scrinia lippi 180 
Compil^sse putes^ verbom non ampliib addam. 
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Jmprobos, dum wtia guadam decUnatUt in eontraria 

inciderc 

A-MBUBAiABUM Collegia, pharmacopolas, 
Mendici, mimas, balatrones ; hoc genus omne 
Mcestum ftc solicitum est cantons morte Tigellt : 
Quippe benignus erat. Copti^a hie, se prodijgus esse 
picatur, metuens, inopi dare nolit amico, f 

FrigUB quo duramque famem d^iellere possit. 
Hunc n perconteris,*ayi cur atque parentis 
Prasclaram ingratft stnngat malus ingluvie rem. 
Omnia qonductis cogens obsonia numnus ; 
Sordidus, atque animi qudd parvi nolit haberi, IQ 
Respondet : laudatur ab his, culpatur ab illis. 
Fufidius vappae famam timet ac nebulonis. 
Dives agris, diyes pontis in foenore nummis. 
Quinas hie capiti mercedes ezsecat ; atque 
.Quanto perditior quisque est, tanto acrius ui^et : 15 
Nomina sectatur, modd sumtl^ veste yirili, 
^ub patqbus dyns tironum. |tfa3dme, quis non, 
Jupiter, exdamat, simul atque audivit ? At in se 
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cfatfiot, diimtneJ from the place of starUog ; the clkrioCeec 
presses iroon those horses which outstrip his osfn, despising hiiki 
that is kh behind cottiing on among the last HMce'il is, that 
we rarely find a man, *^o can tnUy say he has Hved happy, 
and content with his past life can retire from the world, like a 
satisfied guest. JBtU whcU I have taid at present is suffi- 
cient : nor will t add one word mor^ lest you should sUMect 
that I have plimdered the acrutoire of the bkar«eyed Cris« 
pioMS*.- 
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Mad mm, when ihey avoid certain met, fail into their 

oppoiiie extretneit* 

T» tribe. <^ Btobd., qu^dc^ «n>ne^ M^ bbek- 
gvards ; all tl^s set is iorrowful and dejiected on account of 
Sie death of the singer Tigellius : for he waa liberal toward* 
thenu On the other hand, this man, dreading to be called a 
spendthrifV, will not gtve a poor friend even wherewithal to 
Keep off cold and [nnching hunger. But if you ash him, why 
he wickedly coosumes- the nobfe estate of his grandfather and 
lather in tasteless gluttony, buying with borrowed money dl 
sorts of dainties ; he answers, because he is unwilling to be 
reckoned sordid, or a man dT a mean spirit : for this he ia 
pused by som#, and condemned by others. Fufidius, wealthy 
m land, inealthy in money put out at interest, is afraid of hay- 
ing the character of a rake and spendthrift This.^;Uaw deducts 
'5 per cent, interest from the principal tU the time of lending i 
and, the fnbre idesperate in his circumstances any one is, Uie 
more severely he pinches him: he hunts out ttie names of 
young fellows, that have just put on the toga virilisf under 
rigid ftthors* Who does wtk cry out, O tevereign Jii^ter ! 
when he has heard of such knavery f But you will sayper^ 

t n« Roman souths put on tkt toga virllls, sr * mmh^gswu/ ei etsui 
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Pro qusesta 8umtum fecit. Hie? m credere possia 

Qukm sibi non sit amicus ; ita ut pater ille> Terentt 20 

Fabula quern miseram gnato vixisse fbgato 

inducit, non se pejus cruciaverit atque hie. 

1^ quia nunc quaerat, < Qu6 res haec pertinet ?* IIIuc : 

Dum titant stulti vitia, in contraria currunt. 

M althinus tunicis demises ambulat ; est qm S^ . 

Inguen ad obsctenum subductis usque fiicetus : 

PastiUos Riifillus olet^^Oorgonius hircum. 

Nil medium est. Sunt qui nolint t^gisse, nisi illas, 

Quarum subsuta talos tegat instita veste : 

Contra, alius nullam, nisi Olenti in foriiice stantem. 30 

Quidam notus homo cum exiret fornice ; * Macte 

Virtute esto/ inquit sententia dia Catonis. 

' Nam simul ac venas inflavit tetra * libido ; 

Hue jttvenes aequum e»t descendere, non alienaa ^^ 

Fermolere uxores.' Nolim laudarier, inquit, S5 

Sic me, mirator cunni Cupiennius albi. 

Audire est operse pretium, procedere rectd 
Qui moeehis non vultis, ut omni parte laborent ; 
Utque illis multo corrupta dolore yoluptas, 
Atque haec nira, cadat dura inter aaepe pertcla. 40 
Hie se praecipitem tecto dedit : ille flagellis 
Ad mortem cacaus : fugiens hie decidit-atrem 
'Pnedonum in turbam : dedit hie pro corpora num<< 

mos: 
Hunc perminxerunt calones : quin etiam illud 
Accidk, ut cuidam testes caudamque salacem 45 
Demoteret fermbu Jure omnes : Galba negabat. 
Tutior at quanto merx est iifblaase secund& | 
Libertinarum dico : Sallustius in quas 
Non minds insanit, qu^m qui moechatur. At hie si. 
Qui res, qui ratio anaderet, qu^que modestd 50 
fftunifico esse lice^ vellet lipnus atque benignua 
Esse; daret quantum satis esset, nee sibi damnp 

« Tenta. jtnon. 
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kap8, tUs 'ttan expends upon himsdf in proportion to his mi* 
fnense gain. iVkat he? Ton can hardly believe how little 
a friend he is to himself : insomuch that the father *, whom 
Terence's comedy introduces as living miserable after he had 
caused his son to run aw^ from him, £d not torment hin- 
ielf worse than he. Now, if any one should ask, ** To what 
purpose does this matter tend ?" I answer, to this ; nam«fy, 
while fools shun one sort tf vices, they fidl upon their opposite 
extremes. ■ Malthinus wiJks with his garments traifing upon 
the ground ; there is another droll fellow, who goes wira them 
tuck;ed up eten (o his middle : Rufilhis smells like perfume 
itself, but Gorgonivs like a he-goat. In fine, there is no 
Inean observed. There are some who would not for the world 
keep compaijy with a lady, unleft her modest garment perfect* 
]y conceal her feet, f Anotiier, again* will only have sueh at 
take their station in a Stinking brotbeL When a certain no- 
ted spark came out of a bawdy-bouse, the divine Cato greet* 
ed him with this sentence ; " Proceed (sSiys he) in your vir- 
tuous course. ' For« when once foul lust has inflamed the 
veins, it is right for yonng fellowa to come hither, in conpa* 
rison of their having lo do mth other men's wives.** I shonld 
not be wiBing to be commended on such terms, says Cupien- 
nius, an admirer of the silken \&L 

Ye, that do not wish well to the proceedings of adulterers, 
It is worth your while to iMar how they are hampered on all 
sides ; arid that their pleasure, iHiieh hq>pens to them but sel<i' 
dom, is interrupted with a great deal of pain, and ofWn in the 
midst of very great dangers. One has thrown himself head* 
long from the top of a house : another has been whipped al- 
most to death : a third, in hb flight, has fidlen into a merci- 
less gang of thieves : another has paid a fine, to asfoid corpo* 
ral punishment: the lowest servants have treated another 
with the vilest indigniUes : moreover, this misfortune happen* 
ed to a certain person, he entirely lost his manhood* Eveiy 
body said, it was with jusdoe : kit §ftM» denied it. 

But how much safer is the traffic among women of the 
second rate ! I mean the fieed-women : after which Sallustius 
is not less mad, than he who conmiits adultery. But if he had 
a mind to be good and generous to them, as far onli/ as his 
estate andTCtson would direct him, and as far as a man might 
be liberal with moderation ; he would give a st^ciency, not 
what would bring upon himself ol once ruin and in&my. How* 

m 

• Menedcmut, m the Heautontimonimenot. 

t Hqcatium in quibuidam nolim interpretari. Qtiint, 
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DedMorique foret. Verdm hoc se amplectitur uno ; 
Hoc toiat, hoc laudat : < Matronam Atillam ego tango/ 
Ui quondam Marsaeus amator OngmU ;' itie, SS 
dm patrium mims donat fundumque laremquCy 
* Nil fuerit mt/ inquit, * cum uxoribus unquatn 

alienis.' 
Venkm est cum mimis, est cum meretricibus : unde 
!tama malum graYius, quim res, trahit. An tibi abunde 
Personam satis est, non illud, quicquid ubique 60 
Officity eyitafe? Bonam deperdere &mam, 
Kem patris oblimare, malum est ubicunque. Quid inter- 
est in matrona, ancilla, peccesve togata ? 

Villius in Fausta Sullse gener (hoc miser uno 
Nomine deceptus) poenas dedit usque siiperque BS 
Qu^m satb est, pugnis caesus, ferroque petitus, 
Bxclusus fore, ciim Longarenus foret intiis. 
Huic si, mutonis verbis, mala tanta yidenti * 
Diceret hec animus : * Quid vis tibi? Nunquid ego & te 
Magno prognatum deposco consule cunnum, 70 

Velatumque stoli, mea cum eonferbuit ira ?^ 
Quid responderet ? < Magno patre nata pudla est/ 
At quanto meliora moitet, pugUantiaque istis 
]>iyes opis natura suae, tu si modo recte 
Dispensare velis, ac non fugienda petendis 75 

Immiscere ! Tuo vitio, rerumne labores. 
Nil referre putas ? Quare, ne poeniteat te, 
Desine matronas sectatier : unde laboris 
Plus haurir§ mall est, quam ex re decerpere fructus. 
Nee magis huic inter nireos vitidesque lapillos 80 
(Sit licet hoc, Cerinthe, tuum) tenerum est femur, 

aut cms 
Rectius ; atque etiam melius persaepe togatas. 
*Adde hue, qudd mercem sine fucis gestat ; aperte 
Quod venale hab^t, ostendit ; nee, si quid honesti est, 

# TMentii. 
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crer, he hugs himself in this one connderatum ; this he dJer 
lights in, this he extols : " I meddle^ with no matron." Just 
as Marsaeus, the lover of the courtezan Origo ; he who gires 
his paternal estate and seat to an actress^ and then says, " | 
never had any thing to do with other men's wives. " But yoit 
have with actresses, you have with common strumpets : whence 
your reputation derives a greater perdition, than your estate. 
What, is it abundantly sufficient to avoid the person merelyf 
and not the mce which is universally noxious ? To lose one's 
good-name, to squander a father's eflects, is in all cases aa 
evil What is the difibrenee, thent with regard to youneffl 
wheth^ you on with the persQO of a matron, a mttden, or • 
prostitute ? 

Villius, the son-in-law of Sylla (for it was by this title he 
was misled), suffered Jor his commerce with Fausta ah ade- 
quate and more than adequate punishment, by being drubbed 
and stabbed, while he was shut oyt, that the scoundrd Lon* 
garenus mjght enjoy her within. Suppose this young npatCe 
mind had addressed him io the words of his appetite, sensible 
of such evil consequences : ^* What would you have? Did 
I ever, whep my ardour was at the highest, demand a jwoman 
descended fr^^n a great consul, and covered witji robes of qua* 
lity?*' What could'he answer to Mis ^ lf%y, *< The girl was 
sprung from an illustrious father.*' But how inuch better 
things, and how di&rent from this, does nature, abounding in 
atoiBs of her own, recommend ; if you would only make a pro- 
per use of them, imd not confound what is to be avoided, with 
that which is desirable ! Do you think it is of no consequencet 
whether your distress arises from your o«m fault, or from a 
real defideney of things ? Wherefore, that you may not re- 
pent when it is too laiCt put a stop to your pursuit after ma- 
trons : whence more of trouble is derived, than you can ob- 
tjun of enjoyment even from the accomplishment of the affiur. 
Nor has this particular matron^ amidst her pearls and eme- 
ralds, a softer breast or limbs more delicate (though this he 
o notion of your'a, Cennthus) than a courte§ai^ ; nay, the 
prostitutes are frequently preferable in these respects* Add 
to this, that the prostitute bears about her merchandise with* 
out aqy varnish, and openly shows what she has to dispo^q 

B2 
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Jactat habetque palaiD, quaerit quo turpia celet. 85 
Regibus hie mos est ; ubi equos mercantuTy opertos 
Inspiciunt : ne, si facies (ut ssepe) decora 
MoUi fulta pede est, emtorem inducat* hla])teni» 
Quod puld^ae clunes, brere quod caput, ardua cervix. 
Hoc ilii recte. Ne corporis optima lynceis 90 

Contemplere oculis ; Hypsael caecior, ilia 
Quae mida sunt, spectes. ' O cms, O brachia !' Verilkm 
Depygis, nasuta, brevi latere, ac pede longo estc 
Maitronae, praster fiiciem, nil eemere posns, / 
Castera, ni Catia est, demissft Teste tegentis. 9^ 

Si interdicta petes, vajilo ctrcumdata (nam te 
Hoc facit insanum) multae tibi turn officient rei ; 
iCustodes, lectica, cinifiones, parasitse, 
Ad talos stola demissa, et circumdata palla : 
Plurima, quae inyideant pur6 apparere tibi rem» 100 
Altera nil obstat : Coi's tibi pen^ yidere est, ' 
Ut nudam ; ne crure malo, ne sit pede turpi : 
Metiri possis oculo )atus. An tibi mavis 
Jnsidias fieri, pretiumque avellier, ante 
QuiUn mercem ostendi ? Leporem venator ut alta lOtf 
In nive sectetur, positum sic tangere nolit : 
jCantat, et apponit : ' Meus est amor huic similis ; naoi 
TransTolat in medio posita, et fugientia captat.' 
Hiscene versiculis speras tibi posse dolores, 
Atque sestus, curasque graves ^ pectore pelli f ? 
Nonne, cupidinibus statuat % natura modum ; quern. 
Quid latura, sibi quid sit doUtura nQgatum» 
Quairere plus prodest, et inane absdndera soldo ? 

!» Ducat. Btnlh fToUI. {Ststuit^ 
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of; nor, i| ihehaa aught more comdy than ordinary, doei 
the boast and make an ostentation of it, while she is industrious 
to conceal that which is offensive. This is the custom with 
■len of fortune ; when they buy horses, they inspect them un* 
covered : that, if a beautiful forehand (as it often Aopipens) be 
su|»ported by a tender hoof, i|^ mqy not |^e in the buyer, ea* 
ger for the bargain, because the baclc is handsome, Uie hea^ 
Httfe, and the neck stately. This they do judiciously. Bo 
not yo«^ tkertfitre, in the tame manner contemplate the per- 
fections of eadi^tr-one's person with the eyes of Lynceus * : 
^ut be bfinder than Hypsaea, f when you survey such parts as 
are deformed. Tou may cry out, *^ Q what a Handsome leg ! 
O Vhak deiicdte arms !" But you suppress that she is low- 
hipped, shoft*waisted, with a long nose, and a splay-foot. A 
Uoan can see nothing but the face of a matjron, who carefully 
conceals her other chanps, unless it l>e a Catia. But if yoa 
^|dll seek' sStet forbidden charms (for the circum^ahce of their 
iemg forbidden makes you mad sfter them) surrounded as 
they are with a fortification, many obstacles will then be in 
your way : ^ucb as guardi^s, the sedan, dressers, parasites, 
the long robe hanging down to the ancles, and covered with 
an upper garment : in short, there will be a multiplicity of cir- 
cumstances which will hinder yon from having a fair view. 
'£be other \ throws no obstacles in your way : through the sii* 
ken vest you may discern her almost as well as if she was na- 
ked; that she has neither a bad leg^ nor a disagreeable foot ; 
you may survey her form perfectly with your eye. Or would 
you choose to have a trick put upon you,* and ybur money ex- 
torted, before the goods are shown' you ? But perhaps you will 
sing to me these verses out of Callimachus, As the huntsman 
pursues the hare in the deep snow, but disdains to touch it 
when it is phced before htm : Thus sings the rake^ and ap- 
plies it to himself : '* My love is like to this, for it passes over 
with contempt an easy prey, and pursues what flies from it.** 
But do you hope that grief, and uneasiness, and bitter anxie- 
ties, will be expelled from your breast by such verses as these? 
Would It not be more profitable to inquire what boundary na- 
ture has affixed to the appetites; Tusmely, what she can patients 
]y do without, and what she would lament the deprivation of, 
and fy this means sepai^te wbat is solid from what is vain ? 

• One of tki Argonauts, n tluuf^^edt that he tues fabled to see at 
lie diftoMce of one hnmdred mnd thrtf ntUes, 

f A ladj of the nautian/pnu/jr remerkalblifor bad eyet^ n perhetps in- 
Juiici«ur tn the choice tfhet lovers. 

I The courtesan, 
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Num, tibi cdm fauees urit sitis, aurea qua»ii 
Pocula? Num esuriens fastidis omnia praeter 115 
Pavonem r hombumque ? Tiunent tibi cikm inguina, 

num, si 
Ancilla aut verpa est prsesto puer, impetus in quern 
ContiouQ fiat, malis tentigine rumpi ? 
Non ego : oamque parabilem amo venereip, faci- 

lemque. 
niam : < ppst paulo,* ' sed pluris/ * si ^xierit vir/ ISO 
pallis < banc, Philodemus ait, sibi, quae neqqe magna 
Stet pretio, neque cunctetur, cunt est jussa, venire : 
Candida reetaque sit, munda hacteniis, ut neque longi^ 
Nee magis alba velit, quam det natura, videri. 
Haec ubi supposuit dextro corpus mihi laevum, 12,$ 
Itia et iBgeria est : do nonien quodlibet illi. 
Nee vereor ne, dum futuo, vir rure recurrat ; 
Janua frangatur ; latret canis ; undique magno 
Pulsa domus strepitu resoqet ; ne pallida* l^to 
Desiliat mulier ; miseram se conscia clamet ; 180 
Cruribus haec metuat, dot! deprensa^ ^gomet mt* 
Discincta tumc4 fugien4um est, ac pede nudo;-]- 
Ne nummi pereant» aut pyga, aut denique fama. 
Peprepdi misermn est : Fabio vel judiee vincam, 
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In amicorum v^ii$ connhendumt neque pecoaia omnia m 
4ce20rum numero ponendd. 

Omnibus hoc vitium est cantoribus, inter amicos 
Ut nunquam inducant animum cantare rogati ; 

• Ve pallida. • 

fAiarklamd omiCi this line, and chaos» the places df fiyga and fam* 
m the next. 
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Vbal ! wHfipi thirst parches your }aw6» |re yo^ splicitous for 
golden cups to drink out of ? What ! when you are hungry, 
do you despise every thing but peacock and turbot ? And 
when your passions are iaflamedi and a common graid6cation 
ia at hand, would you rather be consumed with dcaixc^ than 
po Bi a ss it ? ffyotf, woyi49 I would not : for I loye sudb plea^ 
aures as are of easiest attainment But she whose language 
i^ ** By and by," ** But for a small matter more," »* If my 
liusband should be out of the way/' i$ oniy for petit^maitres t 
and for himself, Philodemus says, he chooses her, who n^i* 
ther stands for a great price, nor dehiys to come when she is 
ordered. I«et her be fair, and straif^t, and so far decent as 
not to appear desirous of seeming furer than nature has made 
her** Viien I am in the company of such an one, she is my 
Ilia and JEgeria : in iftort, I give her any tender name. Nor 
am I apprehensive^ while I am in her company, lest her bus* 
hand should return from the country ; the door should be bro- 
ken open ; the dog should bark ; the house shaken ^ould re- 
aound on <all sides with a great noiae ; lest the woman, pale 
vith fear, abould bound away from me ; lest the maid, con? 
acious <ifgu^ should cry out, she is undone; lest she should 
tw in apprdiension for her Umbs, the detected tbtfe for her 
portion, and I for myself ; lest | must run away with my 
clothes all loose and bare-footed, for fear my money, or my 
peraon, or, fioaUy, my character should be deinolished. It is 
e dreadful thing to be caught : | could prove this, even if 
falMu** ^re the judge. 
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We ought to connive at the favltt of our Jriendt, and al9 
affencee are not to be ranked in the catalogue of crimen 

X HIS is a fault common to all singers, that afnong their frieddi 
they never are inclined to sing yrhen tb^ are aeke^ Inu un- 

• An tmlnent Uhvfiry Vfho had himtelj been ietectti In ofnlic »f this 
mafure. 
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Jnjussi nunquam dtenitant Sardus habebat 
lile TigelUus hoc. Caesar, qui cogere posset. 
Si peteret per amiidtiam patris atque suam, npn B 
Quidquam proficeret : si colUbuisset, ai> ovo 
Usque ad mala* citaret, ' lo Bacche,' modd sumin& 
Voce, modd h^, resonat quae chqrdls quatuor imfu 
Nil aequale homini fuit illi: saepe velut qui 
Currebat fug^ens hostem ; persaepe vdut qui 10 

Junonis sacra ferret : habebat f saepe ducentos, 
$aepe decern servos : modo reges atque tetrarchas, 
Omikia magna loquens ; modd^ < SU mihi mevsa 

tripes, et 
Concha satis puri, et toga quae defendere fri^s, ' 
Quamvis crassa, queat/ Decies centena dedisse^ }S 
Huic parco, paucb contento, quijaque diebus 
Nil erat in locuUs. Noctes vi^labat ad ipsum 
Mane : diem totum stertebat. NU fuit unquam 
Sic impair sibi. Nunc aliquis dicat mihi, ' Quid tu? 
Nuliane habes vitia ?* Imo alia, et :t^ fprtasse minora* 
, Maenius abeentem Novium ciUn caiperet : * Heus 

tu,* 21 

Quidam ait, * ignoras te ? An ut ignotum dare nobis 
Verba putas?' 'figometmtignosco/ Msoius iaquit. 
3tul^s et improbus hie amor est, dignusque notari. 
Cum tua pnevideas^ pculis mala Uppus inuactis; 25 
Cur in amicomm vitiis tarn cemis acutum, 
QdUn aut aquila, aut serpens Epidaurijis ? At libi 

contrii' 
Evenit, inquirant vitia ut tua rursus et illf. 
Iracnndior est paul6 : minims aptus acutis 
Naribus horum homiaum : rideri possit, e^ qudd 30 
]l^usticiiis tonso toga defluit, et mal^ laxiis 
Jn pede calceus hapret. At est bonus, ut melior vir 

«Iterafet. Btnth fAIdut. EmtL " 

t Haud fortasM minon. \ Pneterea*. Sm^, 
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Mqnetifed Ungy never denst Tigellius, Uiat singer of Sardi- 
nia, had this fault. Had Caesar, who could hare forced him 
to compliaoce, besought him on account of his father's friend* 
ship and his own, he would have had no success : But, if he 
kimtdf W98 di^Oied to sing, he wetdd chant lo Bacche *, 
over and over, from the banning of f an entertainment to 
the wery conclusion of it ; one while at the highest pitch of his 
voices at another time with that which answers to the deepest 
string of the tetrachord. There was nothing uniform in 
that fettow ; frequently would he run along, as one flying fronp 
an enemy ; more frequently he vmlked, as if he bore in pro* 
fessiam the sacrifice of Juno : he had c^n two hundred slaves^ 
9nd often 6ttf ten : one while talking of kings and potentates, 
und every thing that was magnificent ; at another^*** Let me 
iMve only a three-legged table, and a cellar of clean salt, and 
a gown which, though coarse^ may be sufficient to keep out 
tiie eoU.** Had you given ten hundred thousand sesterces to 
tins moderate man, who was content with such smaH matters, 
in five days' time there would be nothing in his bags. He sai 
up at nights, even to day-light : he snored out all the day. 
Never was there an^ thing so inconsistent with itself. Now 
some person may say to me, " What are you ? Have yoi| 
no fiiults ?*' yes, others ; and perhaps of a less culpable na« 
time. 

Whe^ Musnios niled at Novius in his absence ; ** Hark 
ye,** says a certain persoUf ** are you igncnrant of- your owa 
character f ox do you think to unpose yourself upon us, as a 
person we do not know ?'* ** As for me, I foigtve mysd^*' 
quoth Maeniua. This is a foolish and impious S6(f"k>ve^ an4 
worthy to be stigmatised. When you look over your own 
vioes^ winking wUfuUy at them, as it were with sore eyes ; 
why are yfib with r^;ard to those of your friends as sharp- 
sighted as an eagle, or the Epidaurian serpent ? But, on the 
other hand, it is your fate, that your friends should inquire inf 
io your vices in turn. A certain person is a little too hasty 
in his temper |v and not well calculated to bear the sharp-wit- 
ted sneers of these men : he may be made a jest of because 
|iis gown hai%s awkwardly, he at the same tinne being trfan- 
med in a f eiy mitic maimer, and his wide shoe hardly sticks 

• Ikf fv« imAei vtv*» ofwe^ *brinHng sang, from Vfluck the whole 
took its appeiUHon, 

f PTom tbs igg to the aOpU, the former of which wet ttrvtd wfeith* 
^i^fMiJsf , thtWttr et thi conflution if thJiaiU 
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Nob ailias quisquam; at tibi amicus; at Jngenium 

ingeDs 
Inculto latet lidc sub corpore. Deoique teipsuiQ 
Concute, num qua tibi Titiorum inseverit oUm 35 
Natura, aut etiam consuetude mala : namque 
Neglectis urenda filix innascitur agris. 

Illuc prsevertamur^ Amatorem quod amicae 
Turpia decipiunt csdcuiu Titia, aut etiam ipsa haec 
Delectant : yeluti Balbinum polypus * Ajgnae. 4^ 
Vellem in amicitia sic erraremus, et is^i 
Errori nomen virtus posuisset honestum. 
At, pater ut gnati, sic nos debemus, amici 
Si quid sitMtium, non fastidire. Strabonem 
Appellat IPqstuoi pater ; et PuUum, male parvus 4^ 
Si cui filius est, ut abortivus fuit olim 
Sisyphus ; hunc Varum, distortis cruribus ; ilium 
Balbutit Scaurum, pravis fultum male talis^ 
Parcius hie vivit ? frugi 4icati;ur. Ineptus, 
Et jactantior hie paulo est ? Concinnus amicis £0 
Postulat ut videatur. At est truculentior atque 
Plus aequo liber ? simplex fortisqUe habeatur. 
Caldior est ? acres inter numeretur. Opinor, 
Hiec res et jungit, junctos et senrat amicos. 
At nos Tirtutes ipsas invertimus, atque 85 

Sincqruin cupimus vas incrustare. Probus qi^is 
Nobiscum vivit ; multum est de^issus homo ? illi f 
Tardo, cognomen pingui damus. .Hicjugit omnes 
Insidias, nuHique malo latus obdit apertum ; 
Ci^m genus hoc inter vitae versetur f,, ubf acris 60. 
Invidia, atque vigent ubi criroina ? Pro bene sano 
Ac non incauto, fictum astutumque vocamus. 
Simplicior quis et est (qualem roe saepe libenter 
pbtulerim tibi Maeceoas) ut fort^ legentem 

#Hagn«. t'U«* t^enemur. Bnt!, 
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to his foot. Birt he U to good, that no man can be better ; 
but he is your friend : but an immense genius is concealed un- 
der this unpolished person of his. finally, sift yourself tho- 
roilghly, whether nature has originally sown the seeds of any 
vices in you, or even an ill habit has done it. For the fern» 
fit oniy to be burned, over-runs neglect^ fieldsp 

Bui let us return from our digression. As his mistress*! 
disagreeable ^iilings escape the bUnded lover, or even give him 
pleasure (as Agna*s wen does to Balbinus) I could wish that 
we erred >in this manner with regard to frienddiip, and that vir<« 
tue had afiixed a reputable appellation to such an errj^r. And 
as a father ought not to contemn his son, if he has any de« 
feet, in the same manner we ought not to contemn our friend* 
The father calls Kis squinting boy, a pretty leering rogue ; 
if any man has a little despicable brat, such as the abortive 
Sisy^us * formerly was, he caUs it a sweet moppet; thia 
child with distorted legs, the father in a fondling voice calls 
one of the Van f ; and another, who is club-footed, he calb a 
Scaurus f . T%utt does this friend of your *s live more i^ringly 

^tban ordinary? Let him be stiled a man of fr^di^. Is 
another impertinent, and apt to brag a little ? He requires to 
be reckoned entertaining to his friends^ But another is too 
rude, and takes greater liberties than are fitting : Let him be 
esteemed a tnan of sincerity and bravery. Is he too fiery ? 
Let him be numbered among persons of spirit. This method, 
in my opinion, both unites friends, and preserves them in a 

' state of union. But we invert the very virtues themselves, 
and are desirous of throwing dirt upon the ' untainted vessel. 
Does a man of probity live among us, and i^ he a person of 
nngular di£Eidence ? we give him the name of a doll anchfat- 
headed fellow. Does this man avoid every snare, and lay him- 
self open to no ill-designing villain ; since we live amidst 
such a wicked race, where keen envy and ilagitiousness are 
flourishing? Instead of a sensible and wary man, we call him 
a disguised and subtile fdlow. And is any one more open, 
and less reserved than usual (in such a degree as I often have 
psesented myself to you, Maecenas) so as perhaps imperti- 

. * Sisyphus, Hu idntfU, Antony, thi triumvir, tuas onlj two feet 
Iff A. 

+ Thi Vari md Scautl were very mbUfamiHes, nnd had their numet 
mg^naOjfrssfi mm of thus defectt, 

%• 
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Aut taciturn impellat *, quovis sermotie tfioletitiis ? €id 
* Communi sensu plane caret/ inquimus. Eheu ! 
Quim temere in nosmet legem sancimus iniquam ! 
Nam yitiis nemo sine nascitur : optimus ille est. 
Qui minimis urguetur. Amicus dulcis, ut'squum est, 
Ci^m mea compenset vitiis bona ; pluribus hisce 70 
(Si modo plura mihi bona sunt) inclinet, amari 
Si volet : h&c lege, inrtrutina ponetur eldem« 
Qui ne tuberibus propriis ofTendat amicum 
Postulat, ignoscat verrucis illius. iBquum est 
Feccatis veniam poscentem, reddere rursus. 7^ 

Denique, quatenus excidi penitiis vitium itm, 
Csetera item neqneunt stultis baerentia ; cur non 
Fonderibus modulisque suis ratio utitur ? Ac, res 
Vt quaeque est, ita suppliciis delicta coercet ? 
Si quis'eum servmn, patinam qui tollere jaMOs, 80 . 
Semesos pisces t^idumque ligurrierit jus^ 
In cruce sufBgat; Labeone insanior inter 
Sanos dicatuf. Quanto hoc furioaus atque 
Majus peccatum est ? Paulum deliquit amicus 
(Quod nisi concedas^ habeare insuavis, acerbus) 85 
Odisti, et fb^s, ut Drusonem debitor aeris ; 
Qui nisi cum tristes misero ventre Calends^ 
Mercedem aut nummos unde unde extricat, amaras 
Porrecto jugulo historias, captivus ut, audit. 
Comminxit lectum potus, mens&ve catillum 90 

Erandri manibus tritum f dejecit. Ob banc rem, 
Aut podtum ante mek quia pullum in parte catini 
SustuHt esuriens, mintl^s hoc jucundus amicus 
Sit mihi? Quid faciam, si furtum fecerit, aut si 
Frodiderit commissa fide, sponsumve negarit ? 95 
Queis paria esse fere placuit peccata, laborant, 
Gi^m ventum ad verum est : semsus moresque repug- 
nant, . 

«AppeIlet. Impediat. BentU f Tortuno. Serlh 
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BCBlly to interrupt a penon readings or muttng, with any kind 
of prate ? We cry, ** Thit feUow actually wants common 
sense.*' Alas ! how indiscreetly do we ordain a severe law 
against ourselTet. For no one is born without vices : and 
he is the best man who is incumbered with the least When 
my dear friend, as is no more than just, weighs my good qua- 
lities against my bad ones ; let him, if he is willing to be be* 
loved, turn the scale to the majority^ of the former (if I have 
indeed a majority of good qualities) on this condition, he shall 
be placed in the same balance. He^ who reqmret that hit 
friend should not take oflfence at his own great protuberanoei, 
diouU excuse his friend's little wants. It is hut fair that he, 
who entreats a pardon for bis own faulta, should be ready tg 
grant one in bis turn. 

Upon the wholes forasmuch as the vice anger, as well aa 
others inherent in weak mortaltf cannot be totally eradicated, 
why does not human reason make use of its own just weights 
and measures ; and so punish fiiults, as the nature of the thin^ 
demands ? If any man douM punish with the cross a slare, 
who being ordered to take aWay the dish should goige the half- 
eaten fish, and warm sauce ; he would among people in their 
tenses be called a madder man than Labeo. * But how much 
more irrational and heinous a crime is this ? Tour friend per- 
hope has been guilty of a small error (whk;h, unless you for- 
give, you ought to be reckoned a sour il^Bstnred teXkow) and 
yet you hate and avoid bim, as a poor debtor does Druso ; who, 
when the Woeful calends come upon the unfortunate man, un* 
less he procures the principal or ci4)ital by hook or by crook, 
is compeiled to hear his ^teful precedents with bis neck 
stretched out like a slave. Sfiould my friend in hit liquor 
water n^ coucli, or has he thrown down a jar carved by the 
hands of Evander ; shall he, for this trifling affiur, or because 
in hit hunger he has taken a chiclcen berore me out of my part 
of the dish, be the less agreeable friend to me ? If 90t what 
could I do if be was guilty of theft, or had betrayed things com- 
mitted to him in confidence, or broken hb woid ? They^ who 
are pleased to rank ail faults nearly on an equality, arc gra- 
Telled when they come to the truth of the matter : sound sense 

• Labeo, « pttulent ^urive lamfiTf ivAs dfd mf span tvm Augu*- 
tns Umuff, 
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Atque ipsa utilitf^9, justi prope mater et aqui. 

Cilkm prorepserunt primis animalia terris» 99 

Mutum et turpe pecus, glandem atque culaiia propter 
Ungoibus et pugnis, dein fustibus, atque ita porro 
Pugnabant armis, quae pdst fabricaverat usus : 
Donee verba, quibus voces sensusque notarent, 
Nominaque invenere : dehinc absistere bello, 
Oppida coepenint munire, et ponere leges, 105 

Ne quis fur esset, neu latro, fieii quis adulter. 
Nam fuit ante Helenara cunnus tetertima belli 
Causa : sed ignotis perierunt mortibus ilU^ 
Quos Venerem incertam rapientes, more ferarum, 
Viribus editior csedebat, ut in grege taurus. 110 

Jura inventa metu injusti fateare necesse est, 
Tempora si fastosque velis evokere mundi. 

. Nee Natura potest justd secemere iniquum, 
Dividit ut bona diversis, fugienda petendis ; 
Nee vincet ratio hoc, tantundem ut peccet idemque 
Qui teneros caules alieni fr^erit* horti, 11^6 

£t qui noctumus sacra Diviim l^erit. Adsit 
Regula, peccatis quae pcenas'irroget aequas : 
Ne scutica dignum horribili sectere flagello. 
Nam, ut ferula caedas meritum majora subire ISO 
Verbera, non vereor } cum dicas esse pares res 
Furta latrociniis, et magnis parva mineris 
Falce recisurum simili te, si tibi regnum 
Permittant homines. Si dives, qui sapiens est, 

• £t sutor bonus, et solus formosus, et est rex ; 125 
Cur optas quod habes ? Non nosti.quid pater (inquit) 
Chiysippus dicat : * Sapiens crepidas sibi nunquam. 
Nee soleas fecit : sutor tamen est sapiens.' Qui f ? 
Ut, quamvis tacet Hermogenes, cantor tamen atque 
Optimus esl^ modulator : ut Alfenus vafer, omni 130 

• lofregerit. SentL f Qoo* 
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and morality are against them, and utility itseH^ which is the 
very mother almost of right and of equity. 

When rude animals, they craw^d forth upon the first-form* 
ed earth, t)ie mut« and dirty herd of them fought vrith their 
n^s and fists for their acorn and caves, afterwards with clubs, 
and finally with regular arms, which experience had forged : 
fill ^ey found out words and names, by which they ascertain- 
ed their language and sensations ; thenceforward they began 
to abstain fronji war, to fortify towns, and establish laws ; that 
no persoti, with impunity, might be a thief, a robber, or an 
adulterer. For before Helen's time, there existed many ^ 
woman who was the dismal cause ^ war : but those savage he^ 
toes fell by unknown deaths, whom pursuing uncertain yenery, 
as the buU does in the herd, the strongest slew. It must of 
necessity be acknowledged, if you have a mind to turn over the 
aeras and annals of the world, that laws were invented from an 
apprehension of the natural injustice of mankind. Nor can 
jnere nature separate what is unjust from what is just, in the 
same manner as she distinguishes what is good from its re- 
verse^ andVhat is to b^ avoided frojol that which is to be 
sought : nor will reason persuade men to tbis, that be who 
breaks down the cabbage-stalk of his neighbour, sins in as 
gresit a measure, and in the same manner, as be who steals by 
night things consecrated to the Gods. . Iiet there be a stand- 
ard settled, that may inflict adequate punishments upon crimes : 
lest you should persecute any on^ with the horrible thong, who 
is or^y deserving of a slight whipping. For I am not in tfie 
least apprehennve, that you should correct with the rod one 
that deserves to suffer severer stripes ; since you assert that 
pilfering is an equa^ crime ynfh ^ighway-robbery, and threaten 
that you would prune off with an undistioguishing hook little 
and great vices, if mankind were to give you the sovereignty 
over them *. If he be necessarily rich, who is ynse, and a 
good shoe-maker, and alone truly handsome, and a king into 
the bargain, why do you wish for tiiat which you are possessed 
of ? You do not understand what Chrysippus, the father of 
your sect, says . *' The wise man never made himself shoes nqf 
sUppers : nevertheless, tbe wise man is a shoe-makef'.*' Ho«( 
so ? In the same manner, though Hetmogenes be silent, he 
is &fine unger notwithstanding, and an excellent musiciai| s 
and as the subtile lawyer Alfenus, after every instrument of 

* 

• ths dutrin* oftht Stoki, ta tmfialntd by Chfyslppos, tVM, thai m 
Vfise man vfot not mly ^mo facto a iu^^ but hktwist mtujfer of «/{ 
trades and frafesskiu vkfttiorvir. 
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Abjecto rastrumento artis, claus&que taberna, 
Sutor * erat : sapiens operis sic optimus omnU 
Est opifex, sic rex solus. Vellunt tibi baibam 
Lascivi pueri ; quos tu nisi fuste coerces, 
Urgueris turba circum te stante, miserque 135 

Rumperis, et iatras, magnonim maxime jregum. 
Ne longum faciara : dum tu quadrante lavatum 
Rex ibis, neque te quisquam stipator, ineptum 
Prseter Crb{»num, sectabitur ; et mihi dulces 
Ignoscent, si quid peccavero staltus, amid, 140 

Inqueyicem illorum patiar delicta libenter; 
Friyatttsque magis yiyam.te rege beatos^ 
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8iUiric9mm paHtarunit tu: tuampraeseriim interibendo 

Ikentiam excuscU, 

£irFou8, atque Cratinus, Aristopiianesqud poetae, 
Atque alii^ quorum comcedia prisca virorum est, 
fii quis erat dignus describi, quod malus, aut fur, 
Qudd moechus foret, aut sicarius, aut alioqui 
Famosus; multa cum libertate notabant. 5 

Hinc omnis pendet Lucilius, hosce secutus. 
Mutatis tantikm pedibus numerisque ; facetus, 
Emunctse naris, durus componere versus : 
Nam fuit hoc yitiosus ; in hork saepe ducentos, 
Ut magnum, versus dictabat stans pede in uno. 10 
C^ flueret lutulentus, erat quod tollere yelles : 
Garrulus, atque piger scribendi ferre laborem ; 
Scribendi recte : nam ut multiim, nil rooror. Ecce 
Crispinus piinimo f me provocat : * Accipe, si yis, 

« Toiuor. Bnth f Miop. Htmt, Nammo. Bentt, 
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hU calling Wiui thrown aside and his shop thut up, w^s $tUl % 
barber : thus is the wise man of all trades^ tlius is he a king. Q 
greatest of great kings, the waggish boys pluck you bv the . 
beard ; whom unless you restrain with your stafi^ you will be 
squeezed to pieces with a mob all about you, and you may 
wretchedly bark and burs^ your lungs m tniitt. Not to be te« 
^ious : while you greo^ monarch shall go to the farthing-bath, 
and no guard shaU attend you, except the absurd Crispinus ; 
and my dear friends will both pardon me in any matter, in 
which I shall foolidily o^nd, and I in my turn wUl cheerfully 
put up with their &ults ; and thus, though a priT^ite maiit f 
shall lire more happily than yoU) who are ^ king. 



SATIRE IV* 

ffe apologises fir the Uberties taken by satiric poets it^ 
general, and particularly l^ himself* 

JLhk poets Bupolis, and Cratinu^ and Aristophanes, ^4 
others, ^9 are authors of the ancient comedy, if there waf 
any person deserving to be distinguished for being a rascal or 
a thief^ an adulterer or a cut- throat, or in any shape an infa- 
mous fettoW, branded him with great freedom. Upon these 
models Lucilius.entirely depends, having imitated them, change 
ing only their feet and numbers ; a man of wit, of great keen- 
ness, of singular execution in the composition of verses : for 
in this res^)ect he was faulty; he would c^en, as a great fea^ 
dictate two hundred verses in an hour standing in the same po- 
rtion. As he flowed muddily, there was always something 
thftt one would wish to remove : he was verbose, and too lasy 
to endure the fatigue of writing-— of writing accurately : forj 
with regard to the quantity of hi* works, I make no account of 
it But see ! Crispinus challenges me even for ever so little 
m wager. Take, if you dare, at £is instant take your fabletf ^ 

C3 
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Accipe * jam tftbulas : detur nobis lociUy faora, 1^ 
Custodes ; videnmus uter plus scribere possit.* 
' J>i bene fecerunt, inopis me quodqiie pusilli . 
Finxerunt animi, raro et perpauca loquends f : 
At ta conclusas hircinis foUibus auras. 
Usque laborantes dam ferrum moiliat igni^, 20 

yt mavis, imitare. Beatus Fannius, ultro 
pelatis capsis et imagine : ciim mea nemo 
Scripta legat, vulgo recitare timentis, ob bane rem, 
Qu6d sunt quos genus hoc minimd jurat ; utpote 

plures 
Culpari dignos. Quem vis medift erue j: turba ; 25 
Aut ob avaritiam $, aut miser& ambitione laborat. 
Hie nuptarum insanit amoribus, hie puerorum : 
Hunc capit argenti splendor : stupet Albius aere : 
Hie mutat merces surgente a sole, ad eum quo 
Vespertina tepet r^o : quin pa: mala preceps SO 
Fertiu*, ut) pulvis coUectus turbine ; ne quid 
Bununft deperdat metuens, aut ampliet ut rem* 
Omnes hi metuunt versus, odere poetas. 
Fcenum habet in comu ; longe fuge : dummodo risan| 
Excutiat sibi, non hie cuiquam parcet amico ; 99 
£t quodcunque semel chartis illeverit, omoes 
Gestiet a fumo redeuntes scire, lacuque, 
£t pueros et anus. Agedum, pauca accipe contra. 

Frimiim ego me illorum, dederim quibus esse 
poetas II, 
fxcerpam numero : neque enim concludere versum 
Dixeris esse satis; neque si quis scribat, uti nos, 4| 
Sermoni propiora, putes hunc esse poetam. 
Ingenium cui sit, cui mens diyinior, atque os 
Magna sonatiirum, des Qominb hujus honoreqit 

♦ Acdplam. f Loqncntem. Lamb. 

t Eripe«-dige. Anipe. Bentl, lAbSYH^tU. ZMnzf. 

tiP04£ti9. Bii»s» 
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lei there be a place, a time, iMod persons appoiiited to aee ftir 
play ; and let us see who can write the most The Gods have 
done a good part by me, since they have framed me of an hum« 
4)le and meek disposition, speekvag but seldom, ajui then but 
briefly : Bat do you, Crispinus, as much as you wUl, imi* 
tate air which is shut up in leathern * beUowB, perpetually puff* 
ing till the fire softens the iron. Fapnius is a happy mani 
who, of his Own accord, has presented his manuscripts and pic* 
ture to the Palatine Apollof / when not a soul wiQ peruse my 
writings, who am afraid to rehearse in public, on this account* 
because there are certain persons who can by no /neans reliih 
this kind of satiric writing ;^ there are very many, who de» 
serve censure. Single any man out of the crowd ; he either 
labours under a covetous disposition, or through wretched am- 
bition. One is mad in love with married women, another with 
ehildren ; a third the splendour of silver captivates : Attnua 
is in raptures with brass | ; another exchanges his merchandize 
from the rising sun §, even to that with which the eastern re- 
gions are warmed : but he is hurried headlong through dan« 
gers, as dust wrapped up ui a whiiiwind : in dread left he 
afaould lose any thing out of his capital, or m hope Ijiat he 
may increase his store. All these are afraid of verses, they 
hate poets. '* He has hay on his horn, they cry ; avoid him 
** at a great distance : if he can but raise a laugh for his own 
,M dwersiont he will not spare any friend : and whatever he has 
^ once blotted upon his paper, he will take a pleasure in letting 
** all the boys and old women know, as they return from the 
'* bakehouse or the lake.** ^cf, come on, attend to a few 
words on the^oUier side of the question. 

In the first phee, theUf I will except myself out of the num« 
ber of those I would allow to be poets ; for one must not call 
ft su^cient to tag a verse ; nor if any person, like me, writes 
in a style bordering on conversation, must you esteem to be a 
poet To him, whp has genius, who has a soul of a diviner 
jBist, and a greatness of expreanpn, give the honour of this $f^ 

^ literal^ gpaft Uathif, 

t The Augtutsn retoHtoryfor tht writhfgt and fffigu* ^/ ">^ ^ fmiei* 
I Mrmw ousts mi iwm «• S 1^ ^ *^f» 
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Idciro quidam comoedia, necne, poema <6 

Esset, quaesivere : qu6d acer spiritus ac Vis 

Nee verbis nee rebus inest : nisi quod pede certQ 

Difiert sennoniy sermo nierus. At pater ardens 

Ssevit, quSd meretrice nepos insanus * arnica 

Filius, uxorem grandi cum dote recuset ; SO 

Ebrius et (magnum quod dedecus) ambulet ante 

Noctem cum facibus. Numquid Pomponius istis 

Audiret leviora, pater si viveret ? Ergo 

Non satis est puris vefsum perscribere verbis ; 

Quern Si dissolvas, qutvis stomachetur eodem 55 

Quo personatus pacto pater. His, ego quae nunc, 

Olim qu» scripsit Lucilius, eripias si 

Tempora certa> modosque> et» quod prius ordine v^r* 

bum es^y 
Posterius facias, prasponens ultima primis ; 
Non, ut si solvas, Pottquam ditcordia tetra 60 

Belli ferratot pottes portasque ref regit ; 
Invenias etiam disjecti membra poetae. 

Hactenus haec ; alias, justum sit necna poema : 
Nunc iilud tant^m quaeram, merit6ne tibi sit 
Suspectum genus hoc scribendi. Sulcius acer ^ 65 
Ambulat, et Caprius, raiici mal^ cumque libeliis ; 
Magnus uterque timor iatronibus : at bene si quia 
£t puris vivat manibus, contemnat utrumque* 
Ut sis tu similis Coeli Byrrhique latronum ;; 
Non ego sim Capri neque Sulci : cur roetuas me ? 70 
Nulla tabema meos habeat neque pila libeUos, 
Queis manus insudet vulgi, Hermogenisi]ue Tigelli. 
^on recito cuiquam, nisi amicis, idque coactus * 
Non ubivis, coramve quibuslibet. • In medio qui 
Scripta foro recitent, sunt multi; quique lavantes : 75 
Suave locus voci resonat conclusns. Inanes 
Hoc juvat, baud iilud qusrentes, num sin^ sensu^ 

• Innnit. 
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pellaUoiL On tbit acoount some hinre queried, nhetlwr co- 
medy be a poem or not : because an aninwted spirit and force 
is ndtber in the styles nor, the subject-matter : bating that it 
di£te from prose by a certun measure, it is mere prose. But 
one may o^fect to tMSf that even in comedy an inflamed fa- 
ther rages, because his dissolute son, mad after a prostitute mis* 
tress, r^iues a wife with a large portion ; and (what is an 
egregious scandal) rambles about drunk with flambeaux^ by 
diay-li^t. Tet could Pomponius, were his &ther alive, hear 
less severe reproofs } Wherefore it is not sufficient to write 
▼erses merely in proper language ; which if you take to pieces^ 
any person may stonn in the same manner as the father * m 
the play. If from these verKS which I write at this presenU 
or those that Lucilius did formerly, you take away certain 
pauses and measures, and make that ^ich was first in order 
bindermost, by placing the latter words bdbre those that pr^ 
ceded m the vene g you wiU not discern the Umbs of a poet, 
foAefi polled in jueees, in the same lyanner as you would wens 
you to tran^oae ever so these lines of Ennitis ; 

When ditcord dreadfiU ^ntt the bnuen bars, « 
Jlnd shatters iron locks to thmnder forth her wars* 

So far of this matter ; at another opportunity I may inves^ 
iigate whether a comedy be a true poem or not : now I shall 
only consider this point, whether this satiric land of writing 
be deservedly an object of your suspicion or not. Suicius the 
virulent and Caprius, both hoarse with their malignancy, walk 
openly, and with thdr libels f too in their hands ; each of 
them a angular terror to robbers : but if a man lives honestly, 
and with clean hands, he may despise them both. Though you 
be like the highwaymen Coelusand Byrrhus ; I am not a com- 
mon accuser, Uke Caprius and Suicius : why therrfore should 
you be afraid of me ? No shop nor stall hol^ my books, which 
the sweaty hands of the vulgar and of Hermogenes Tigelliue 
may soil I repeat to nob<»fy, except my intimates, and that 
only when I cannot possibly avoid it ; not any where^ and be* 
fore any body. There are many, who recite their writings in 
the middle of the forum ; and who do it while bathing : The 
closeness of the place, it seems, gives melody to the voice. 
This pleases coxcombs^ who never consider whether they do 

• Demea is On AdclphL f 2kUr«r» sMitMwiiig ttrtuUi of indictmsnt. 
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Tempore num fiiciant aUeno. Laedtf e giude«» 
.Inquit *, et hoc studio pravus facis^ Unde pedtum 
Hoc in me jacis ? Est auctor quis denique eorum, SO 
Vixi cum quibus ? Absentem qui rodit amicum ; 
Qui non defendit, alio culpante ; solutos 
Qui captat risus hominum, famamque dicacis : 
Fingere qui non visa potest ; commissa tacere 
Qui nequit ; hie niger est ; huoc tu, Romane^ caveto. 
Ssepe tribus lectis videas coenare quaternos; 86 

£ quibus unus avet f quayis aspergere cunctos, 
Prseter eum qui prsebet aquam; post, hunc quoqae 

potus, 
Condita cum verax aperit pr»cordia Liber, 
Hie tibi comis, et urbanus, liberque yidetur^ 90 

Infesto nigris : ego, si risi, quod ineptus 
Fastillos RufiUus olet, Gorgonius^hircum, 
Lividbs et mordax videor tibi ? Mentiosiqua 
De Capitolini furtis injecta Petilll 
Te coram fuerit ; defendas, ut tuus est mos : 9S 
Me Capitolinus convictore psus amicoque 
A puero est, causaque mea permulta rogatus 
Fecit ; et incolumis laetor qu6d vtvit in urbe : 
Sed tamen admiror, quo pacto judicium illud 
Fugerit. Hie nigr^ succus loUginis, h^c est 1 00 
JErugo mera : quod vitium procul abfore chartis^ 
Atque animo prius, ut si quid promittere de me . 
Possum aliud, ver^ promitto. Liberius si 
Dixero quid, si forte jocosius, hoc mihi juris 
Cum venia dabis. Insuevit pater optimus hoc me, 105 
Ut fugerem exemplis yitiorum qu»que notando. 
Ciim me bortaretur, parce* fhigajlter, atque 
Viyerem uti contentus eo quod mi ipse parasset : 
Nonne yides, Albt ut male yiyat filius ? Utque 
Barrus inops ? Magnum documentum, ne patriam rem 

4 

• Inquli. fAmet. BMtf/. 
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Ikia to no purpose, or at an improper time. But you, says he» 
ckfight to hart people, and this you do out of a mischievous 
dispontion. From what source do you throw this calumny 
upon roe ? Is any one then your voucher, with whom I have 
lived m intimacy f He who backbites bis absent friend ; nay 
more, who does not defend, at another's accusing him ; who 
afibcts to raise loud laughs in company, and the reputation of 
a funny fellow at others* e7epen$e; who can feign things he 
never sdw ; who cannot keep secrets ; be is a dangerous man : 
be you, Roman, aware of him. You may often see it, eeen 
in crowded companies^ where twelve sup together on three 
couches ; one of which shall delight at any rate to asperse tlie 
rest, except him *x who furnishes the bath ; and him too af- 
terwards in his liquor, when truth«telling Bacchus opens the 
aecrets of his heart. Ta this man seems entertuning, and 
well-bred, and frank to you, «bo are an enemy to the malig- 
nant : but do I, if I have laughed because the fop Rufillus 
snieUs all perfumes, .and Gorgonius like a he-goat, appear in- 
vidious and a sbarler to you ? If by any means mention bap- 
pen to be made of the theiii of Petillius Capitolinus in your 
company, you defend him after your manner ; as tbusj Capi- 
tolinus has had me for a companion tfnd friend even from child- 
hood, and on being appliM to has done many things on my 
account ; and I am glad, that he lives secure in the city : but 
I wonder, notwithstanding, how he evaded that sentence that 
was passed against him. This is the very essence of invidioua 
poiflon, this is mere malice itself: which crimen that it shall be 
&r ronote from my writings, and jmor to them from my mind, 
I ancerely promise, if I can take upon me to promise any 
tinnff of myself. If X shall say any thing in my writings too 
Iree^, if perhaps too ludicrously, you must favour me by your 
indulgence with this allowance. For my excellent father in- 
ured me to this custom, that by noting eechparticular vice I 
might avoid it by the example of others. "Wnen he exhorted 
me that f shduld live thriftily, frugally, and content with what 
he bad provided for me ; don't you see, would he. say, how 
wretch^y the son of Albius lives ? and how miserably Bar* 
rus ? . An afi&cting lesson, to hinder any on^ from squander- 

^ - • TAf hntt masttr oftkeftast. 
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Perdere quis velit A turpi meretricb unoM ill 
Cdm deterreret : Sectani diMimilis lis. 
Ne sequerer mcechasy concessft dkm yenere Qti 
Possem : Deprensi non bdla est £una TreboD^ 
Aiebat. Sapiens, vitatu quidque pedtu 115 

Sit melitn^ causes reddet tibL Mt satis est, si 
Traditum ab antiquis morem serrare, tuamq^iey 
Dum custodis eges, vitam famamque tueri 
InGolamem possim : simul ac duraTcrit aetas 
Membra animumque tuum, nabb stni cortice. Sicme 
Formabat puenim dictb : et sire jubebat ISl 

Ut iacerem quid, Habes auctorem quo fiiciaB hoc ; 
Unum ex judicibos selectis objiciebat : 
Sive yetabat, An hoc inhonestum et inutile fiictu 
Necne sit, addubites, flagret rumore malo cum 125 
Hie atque ille ? Avidos * vicinum funus ut segros 
Exanimat, mortisqne metu sibi parcere cogit : 
Sic teneros animos aHena opprobria sa;pe 
Absterrent vitiis, £x hoc ego sanus ab illis, 
Pemiciem quaecunque ferunt : mediocribus, et queU 
Ignoscas, vitiis teneor. Fortassis et istinc 131 

Lari^ter abstulerit longn aetas, liber amicus, 
Consilium proprium. Neque eaim, cum lectulua aut 

roe ^ 

Porticus exeepit, desum mihi : Rectios hoc est ; 
Hoc feciens yivam melius; sic dulcis amicis ISS 

Occurram ; hdfe quidam non belle : numquid ego illi 
Imprudens olim fkcii^ simile ? H«c ego mecum 
Compressis agito labris. Ubi quid datur otf, 
Illudo chartis. : Hoc est mediocribus illis 
£x Vitus unum : cui si concedere nolis, 140 

Multa poetamm Teniet oumus, anxilio quae 
Sit miUi (nam multo plures sumus) ac veluti te 
Jodsi cogemus in banc concedere turbam. 

• Vldei. 
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bg away bis patrimony. When be would deter me from fil- 
iky fondness for a strumpet : take care, »aid he, that you do 
not resemble Sectanus. That I might not follow adulteresses* 
when I could enjoy a lawful amour : the character, cried he» 
<rf^Tfiebonius, who was caught in the fact, is by no means cre- 
ditable* The philosopher may tefi you the rrasons for what is 
better to be avoided, and what to be pursued. It is sufficient 
jFor me^ if I can preserve the morality traditi<mal from my fore- 
fathers^ and keiep your life and reputation inviolate, so long as 
you stand in neS^ of a guardian : As soon as age shall have 
strengthened your limbs and mind, you will swifti without cork. 
In this manner he formed me, as yet a boy : snd whether he 
ordered me to do any particular thing ,* you have an authority, 
hoy, for doing this ; then he instanced some one out of die se- 
lect magistrates: or did he forbid me any thing; can you 
doubt, Miyt he, whether this thing be didionourable, and against 
your interest to be done, when diis person and the oth^ is be- 
come such a burning shame for his bad character on the$e ac'^ 
cotints ^ As a neighbouring funeral dispirits sick gluttons* 
and through fear of death forces them to have mercy upon 
themselves : so other men's disgraces often deter tender minds 
from vices. From this method of education I am clear from 
all such, vices as bring destruction along with them t 3y lighter 
foibles, and such as you may think venial, I am possessed. 
And even from diese, perhaps, a maturer aga^ the sincerity of 
a friend, or my own judgment, may make great redactions. 
For neidier when I am in bed, (||r walking in the piazzas, am 
I wanting to myself : This way of proceeding is better ; by 
doing such a thing I shall live more comfortably; by this 
tteaqs I shall render myself agreeable to my friends ; such a 
transaction vras not clever ; what, shall I at any time impru- 
dently commit any thing like it ? These things I revolve in 
silence by myself.. When I have any leisuie, I amuse myself 
with my papers. This is one of those lighter foibles / wos 
speafsing of: to which if you do not grant your indulgence, a 
numerous band of poets may come, which will take my pait 
(for we are many more in number now than ever) and, like 
the Jews, we will force you to co)as over to our numerous 
parfy. 

Vox, II. D 
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$er qiMddam.iu»iM Momd M mndtiti um vijiw tmguhm aum 

£<i»Kiiuic magnft me aaeeptt Arida Romd. 
Hospitio mod^co: rhetor coiaes Heliodonu^ 
GFseoraiii.Wng4 * dmtMiiiBtt&; inile Eombi Appir 
D iih rt u m iMra^, caupowbiM atqve mfdigmsk 
Hbc iter ignaTi dinsimusc altii^s ac nos 5 

Frftcinctis uBum : nttou^ eat gravis Am^ tar<fiiB. 
Hb egq^ pi9pt«r aqHAm» quod eEafcdefemuB% vtntn 
Iftdko b^oiiH oflnuHites hand animo 8eqiM> 
Bzpectaitg comites. Jam nox inddcere terns 
Umbras^ et coelo.diffimdere sigpaparabat* lo 

Turn puen naiHi^ puaria cowricia aautA 
ingepece. . Hoc ^ppcUie. Treeentos inserts : dike 
Jam satis est. Dum aes exigitur, dum muk ligatufy 
' Tota ajbit honu Mali culices» raasaqme palustim 
ATectiii^ soaAiM. Abseatem ut cantal aqicani f 15 
Multlk proktas vappd nauta, atque viator 
Certatim : tandem fessus dormire viator 
Incipit; ac misssft pastum retinacula mulii 
NauCa pigevsaxo reftigaty stertitqpae sopiniis* 
Jamque dies ademt, cum nit procedere Hntrem SO 
Sentimus : donee cerebrosus prosilit unu9» 
Ac mulse nautaeque caput luwbos^e salig^ 
Fuste dolat. Quartl^ vix demum expommur korft. 
Ora maBnsquetu&limmus:^, Feronia, lympbA 
Millia tum pransi tria repiaius ; atque subinus ' ^S 
Impositum saxis late candentibus Anxur. 
Hue venturus erat Maecenas, optimus atque 

• LiogoSB. tAteeatcmcaatatamicam. XhrAnxas, Btlns* 
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II ATiKO lilt omifioent Rome^ 'AricU iteoeivied bk in 4itf a 
jBiddling inn : lleliodorus the rhetorician, by far the mott 
learned of the Gredans, was my Mow-traveHier : TlieHce ire 
proceeddltb Vontm AppI, atufied wtth MfloM anfl vurty lanl- 
lordi. nrii trtage^ kit erne ler feiatM «oie laqpuJite tiMUi 
we^ being Jaggtitd we divided itto tiroi the i^>piaa way is 
1^88 tiresome to bad travelers. Here I, on account of the 
water, which was execrable^ procbfim war against my belly* 
wtdting not witilKMt ini^enoe teft ttiy^mipatntom^ wlaist at 
supper. • Now M oigiit wm pUfiiig to ^wead barafaaAatWs 
upon Ae earth, 4Hid to cUq>lay the oonateUations in the hea- 
vens. ISaen our slaves began to be liberal of their abuse to 
the wateitaen, and the watermen to out slaves. ^ Here, bring 
"to, ye dogs,'* ** Ym we «M**iiAg in fcusdiredB) h<M> bo^ 
« n«re there is c&osigli.^ flhw wMfelke^Meis^aid^ttndihe 
mule fastened a wii^le ^uhit is passed away. The cursed gnate, 
and frogs of the fens, drive off re|K>8e. While the watermaa 
and a pasienger, weJI soaked with ptenty d( thic^ wine, vie 
with tme mfflJher in eiagiMg 4i6 praf sea ^ tfheii' absent nia- 
tresses : <t leagtli the ^asaeqgci^ beiag latifted, begiM to 
ikep ; and the lazy watensan ties the hjdter «f the mule turn- 
ed out a-grazing to a great Aone, and snores, lying flat on his 
back. And now the day approadied, when we saw die boat 
made«o way; «n4il4 dielerie iilbir, «m^ tkt fmarngmtf 
leaps oat of dn beat, and drubs the iMai Mid aides ef^M foash 
and watenniB wi^h a willow cadgeL At last we were scarce^ 
set ashore at the fourth hour ^. We instantly wash our faces 
and hands in thy ^ter, O S^eronia. Then, having din^ we 
crawled on tlnree nSLesjhHker ; atd arrive Mder Att»tr> wUdi 
is built upon rocks that look wbite to a great didtane& Mie- 
Deaas vaa to come her^ as was the exceUent Oocoeiiub both 
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Cocceius, missi ira^gnis de rebiu uterqoe 

Legati ; aversos soliti componere amicof. 

Heic oculis ego nigra m&s collyria lippus 80 

Hiinere. Interea Msecenas advenit, atquc 

CocceiuB, Capitoque simul Fontetus, ad unguem 

Factus homo ; Antonf, non ut magis alter, amicw^ 

Fundos Aufidio Lusco praetore Hbenter 
linquimus^ insani ridentes prsemia scnbae, 3$ 

PrsBtextam, et latum clavum, prunaeque batilliim. 
In Mamunrarum lassi deinde urbe mataemus, 
Murena praebente domum, Capitone culinam. 

Po^tera lux oritur multo gratissima : namque 
Plotius et Varius Sinuesfas, Virgiliuique 49 

Occurnint ; animae, quales Deque candidoies 
Terra tulit, neque queis me sit devinctior alter. 
O qui coroplexus, et gaudia quanta fuerunt I 
Kil ego contulerim jucundo sanus amico. 
Proxima Campano ponti quae villula, tectum 45 

Prsebuit ; et parochi, quas debent, ligna salemque. 
Hinc mull Capuae clitellas tempore ponunt. 
LuBum it Maecenasy dormitum ego Virgiliasque : 
Namque pila lippis iniroicum et ludere crudis. 

Hinp DOS Coccet recipit plenissima villa, 50 

Quae super est Cl^udi cauponas. Nunq mibi paucia 
Sarmend scusna pugnam Messique Cicirri, 
Musa, yelim memores ; et quo patre natus uterque 
Contulerit lites. Messi clanim genus — Osci : 
Sarmenti domina ^xstat. Al^ his majoribus orti Sp 
Ad pugnam venere. Prior Sannentus ; £qui te 
Esse feri similem dico. Ridemus ; et ipse 
Messius, Accipio : caput et movet. 1 tua cornu 
Ki foret exsecto froiis, inquit, quid faceres ; cum 
Sic mutilus minitaris ? At iili foda cicatrix 60 



8ATIRS V. il 

tent Mnbtfiadoii qnniatlwfi of fwit tipwl«>cfc^ fcawiy twn 
before acfgfoicd to reconcile friends * at vtriance. Heic^ 
baring got lore eyta, I was obliged to use tbe Uaclc ointment. 
In the mean time catne Maecenas, and Coeceias, and Fonte!ui 
Capito alof^ «Ml thenn 4 aoUeMan of tb« gKibeA adcemo 
|iiitiiTif<i, tad minnte wilii Sfiuk Aatobf, ao man moK sau 

Witbout xfgxet wfe «£sr< passed Fundi, where Aufidius Lus<* 
cus was praetor^ laughing heartUy at tlie honours of that cnxj 
scribe^ namefy, Imb pr»texta» ItttSoUtfe, and pan of incense. At 
our next ittgt, being ivewy, w« tarry i« Hie dUty of liie Ma** 
murre f , MuBeaa enwpliwi^tiiig ill with his ksumt, and Capita 
with his kitchen. 

The next day arises, by imucb the most agreeable to all : for 
Flo6ns, and Varies, and Viigil met us at Sinuessa ; souls, 
more candid ones than which tbe world never prodaeed, nor 
is there a parson in tJw world mora demoted to them than asjr- 
sdf. O what embraces, aad what transports were there amangat 
us / W%tte I am in my senses, nothing on earth can I prefer 
to a coRipaniottable fr^d. The viBage, which is next ad- 
jaifting to tba bridge of Canpania, aeoottM&odated as with lo^« 
ing mt night : md the piMic officers with sach a queauty of 
fud and sdt, as they are obliged to by law. From this place 
the mules deposited their padc- saddles at Capua, betimes us 
the momSng. Mftcenas goes to j^y at tennis; bat I and 
Virgil to oar npoae : for to play at taanik is htirfftd to weak 
igres and feeble constitutions. 

Prom this place the villa of Cocceiua^ sitaated above the 
Ca u dian inns, which abounds with plenty of every thing that it 
good, reedvet us. Now, my nmse, I beg of yon briefly to 
mlate Ibe nalaMe engagement between tba boftan Sarmentua 
and MessiuB Odmte ; aad from what anoestry descended eaeh 

began the contest. The illustrious race of Messius Ot* 

ci4n I : Sarmentus*s § mistress is still alive. Sprung from 
aadi feniltes at th«se> they came to the combat And tnt, 
Sarmentus: I^naQace thee to have the vary look of a mad 
** horse." We laugh | and Messius himself Kwt, " I aooept 
** your challenge .*** and wags his head. " O ! cries he, ** if 
** the h^tn were not cut off your forehead, what woiJd you not 
** dp ; since, auunied as you are, you bully at siftefa a rate ? 

« Octavim end Antony. 

f FonniSB, whence thefamilf of the MamuRae tv«/ derived. 

t A very Hmii irmtf^fof the Otcfawt tEwrt tn/mmus h a ^»vfw>*. 

I Saimentos lefoi ceHtemuntly a iiave» 

DJ 
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Setosain Isevi firontem turpaverat orif . 
Campanum in morbum, in faciem permulta joeatui^ 
Pafitorem saltaret uti Cyclopa, rogabat : 
Nil illi hrrk aut tragicis opus esse cothurnis, 
Multa Cicirrus ad h«c : Donfisset jamne catenam 65 
Ex vptp Laribus ? quaerebat : scriba quod esset, 
Deterius nihilo dominae jus esse. Rogabat 
Denique, cur unquam fugisset ; cui satis una 
Farris libra foret, gracili uc, tamque pusillo ? * 
Prorsus jucunde coenam produximus illam. 70 

Tendimus hinc recta Beneventum; ubi sedului 
hospes 
Pene arsit, macros turdos dum versat in igne : 
Nam vaga per veterem dilapso flamma culinam 
Vulcano, summum properabat lambere tectum. 
Convivas avidos coBnam, senrosque timentes 75 

Turn rapere, atque omnes restinguere velle yidereiu 

Incipit ex illo montes Apulia notos 
Qstentare qiibi, quos tor^-et Atabulus : et quqs 
Nunquam erepsemus, nisi nos vicina Trivici 
Villa recepisset, lacrymoso non sine fumo | 80 

Udos cum foUis ramos urente camino, 
tlic ego mendacem stultissimns usque puellam 
Ad mediam noctem exspecto : somnus tamen aufeit 
Intentum Veneri : tum immundo somnia tuu 
Noctiimam vestem maculant> ventremque supinum* 

Quatuor hinc rapimur viginti et millia rhedis^ 86 
Mansuri oppidulo, quod versu dicere non est, 
Sijgnis perfocile est. Venit vilissima rerum 
Hic aqiia ; sed panis longe pulcherrijnus^ ultra 
Callidusut soleat bumerisportare viator; 90 

Nam Canust lapidosus : aqufe non ditior uma ; 
Qui locus a forti Diomede est conditus olim» 
Flentibus hic Varius discedit moestus amicis. 
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For a foul i ear had disgraced the left part of MeiduB*s bristly 
forehead Then cutting many jokes upon his Campanian dis- 
ease, and upon his face» he desired him to exhibit Polyphe- 
mus's dance : that he had no occasion for a mask, or the tra« 
gic buskins. Cicimis retorted largely to these: he taked, 
whether he had consecrated his chain to the househoU Gods 
according to his vow : though he was a scribe. He told him, 
his mbtresB^s property in him was not the less on that account. 
Lastly, he asked, bow he erer came to run away ; such a lank 
meagre fellow, for i^hom a pound * of com a«day would be 
mere than sufficient In ^iort, we were ^o div^r^d, that w6 
conUnued that supper to an unusual length. 

Hence we proceed straight on for Beneventum ; where the 
bustlisg landlord almost burnt himself, in roasting some lean 
ithrushes ; for, the fire (ailing through the oU kitchen floor, 
the spreading flame made a great progress towards the highest 
part of the roof. Then you might have seen the hungry 
j^uests and frightened slaves snatching their supper out of th^ 
flames, and every body endeavouring to estinguish the met 

After this Apulia f b^n to discover to roe her well-known 
mountains, which the Atabulus \ scorches mth hii blaUs : and 
through which we should never have crept unless the neigh- 
bouring village of Trivicus had received us, hut not without ^ 
•moke that brought tears into our eyes ; occasionai by a 
hearth's burning some green boughs with the leaves upon 
them. Here^ like a great fool as I was, I wait till midnigh^ 
fo( a deceitful mistress : Sleeps however, overcomes m^ whilst 
meditating love ; and disagreeable dreams make ine ashamed 
of mysdf and every thing about oie, 

tience we were bowled away in chaises twenty-four miles, 
intending to stop at a little town, which one cannot name in a 
verse §, but is easily enough known by description. For wa^ 
ter is sold here^ though it is the worst in the world ; but thoc 
bread is exceeding fine, insomuch that the wary traveller ia 
iMwd to cvry it willingly on his shoulders ; for the bread at 
, Ca^usium is gritty : a pitcher of water is worth no more thaii 
it is here ; which place was formerly built by the valiant Dio- 
ipedes. Here Varius departs dgected ftom his weeping 
friends. 

« Bj the hvfs «f the fwtlve tabUs, tUevts vtsn eUaVfid a pound tf 
e»m a^dar each. 

f Apulia ttfar Horace's nati*oe country, 

t A Tvimdthe tnmf at Japyx, Vide Od. III. Lfl>. I. 

S Equotuticum v/as tht tmvu, whots mmu emuut stand in an keaia* 
meter vtne. 
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Inde RtRKM lAfl pctTemnnis , ntpotc lOQgttiii 
Carpenfees iter« et factam corrupthis imbri. 9i 

Pofltera leiii|MBUs aetior ; m pcjor^ edasque 
Bart BHma piiGoti. 0efaH»c OnatM) lytnplnB 
fratis exstrnctay dedit risusqae jocosqae ; 
Dum flamB& sin^ thura liquescere limine sacro 
Penuadere cupit. Credat Judeus Apeila* 100 

tfimtgp. Namque DeoB didici securumi^ere crrun 2 
Nee, n quid miri fiiciat Natura, Deos }d 
Tiutes ex alto coeli denuttere tecto. 

Bnmduiimi kMigs finit chartnqiie mqne «tt« 
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AD M^CKNATEM. 
De vera nobilitate* 

IN^off, quia, MBcemt, Ljdonim quid<piid EtriMCos 

Ineolait fines, nemo generosior est te : 

Nee quod avus tibi materaus fuit atque pateraus, 

Olim qui magais ktgjbDibus imperitiriot ; * 

Ut plerique tolent, naso fofpendis adunco 5 

Ignotos, ut me libertino patre natum : 

Cftm rdfeire negas, quali sit qubque parente» 

Natusy dum ingeuuus. Persuades hoc tibi ver^ 

Ante potestatem Tullt atque ignolnle regnum, 

Mnltos sfBpe yiros nulUs majoribus ortos . 10 

£t vixisse probos, amplis et honoribus auctos : 

• liDpciitareiit..Sc[i//. 
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Hene^ we came ta Bubi, very mucA fatigued : b^Cfnise ws 
nukde a long journey, and it was rendered still more trouble- 
some by the rains. Next day the weather was better, hut the 
rpad worse, even to the very walls of Barium that abounds im 
fish. In the next place j^natia, which seems to have beeit 
built on troubled waters, * gave us occasion for jests and laugh- 
ter ; for tftey wanted to persuade us, that at tins sacred por- 
tal the incense melted without the hdp of fire; llje Jvtf 
Apellaf may believe this, not I. For I have learned ^om 
EpicunUy that the Gods dwell in a state of tranquillity ; not, 
if nature efifect any wonder, that the anxious Gods send it 
from the high canopy of the heavens. 

3nmdu8ium ends both my long journey, and my paper* 
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TO M^CENAS. 

Of true nobility, 

MfoTt Mftcenas, though, of all the Lydians ^ that ever inha<« 
bited the Tuscan territories, no one is of a nobler family thai| 
yourself; and though you have ancestors both on father's and 
mother's side, that in times past have had the command of 
great armies; do you, as the generality are wont, toss up 
your nose at obscure people, such as me, who had only a freed- 
fDoan for my father : since you affirm that it is of no conse- 
quence of what parents any man is bom, so that he be a man 
of merit. You persuade yourself with great truth that before 
the dominion of TuUius, and the reign of one bom a slave, § 
frequently numbers of men descended from ancestors of no 
rank have both lived with the reputation of mei| of merit, an^ 

• There are Hm meanings in the original iratis lymphia, &c. 2%§ 
£rtt, that the toven vpas bifut in despite of the waterSf as if they, were i^» 
fended at its being built. The second, that its inhabttants xvere 't/ision^ 
ariest lunatics, llYMPHATlCI. Vra.niAf.'-^But there is a third interpret 
tation, toMdt stems more plautUtht vis:, that the ivater was very bad qi 
tksspiaee. - . •" T 

t Or, the cirfumcised Jew. 

t There is a tradition that the Lydiann. under Tfrrhenus, the ttn ^ 
^Cn-cules, came into Italy, and possessed themsetves ^/Tuscany. 

i Ignoble, became Serviut ToUiua woe the iod qfafemak tiptivi^ 
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CkmtNiy Lf^ muifiy Vaiori gsimsy iuid6 Sapnlfin 

TarquiniuB regno pulsas fogit *, unias asMs 

NoQ unquam preUo pluris liculflse, notante 

Judioe, quem nosti, ^palo ; qui stuhus honoces 1 5 

tepe dot fndigiiisy et fiunie flemt ineptus; 

Qui Btupet in titulis et imaginibus. Qjuid oportet 

No8 fecere, a valgo long^ long^que f remotos ? 

Mamque esto, popolus Lflsvino mallet honoran 

4Qttto Dedo mAdare novo ; censorqne noveret 20 

Appius« ingenuo si non essem patre natas ; 

Vel meritd, quoniara in propria non pelle quiessem^ 

Sed fulgente trahit constrictos gloria cumi 

Non miniis ignotos generosis. Quo tibi, Tullt, '\. 

Sumeredepositumclavum, iierique tribununt? 25 

Invidia accrevit, pri:rato que minor esset. 

Nam ut quisque insanun nigris medium' impedifit cms 

Pellibus, et latum demisit pectore clavum ; 

Audit continu6 ; * Qujs homo hie est ? Quo patre na* 

tus?* 
Ut si qui egrottf quo moilbo Barms, hAeA SQ 

£t cnpiac foitnoflus ; . eat qnacnnque, pn^His 
Injiciat curam quierendi singula; quali 
Sit facie, sura quali, pede, dente, capilio^ 
Sic qui promtttit cires, uihem 'Stbi core, 
lmp«riiim fore, et Italiam, et delufora Deonim ; 95 
Quo patire sit natns, num ignota matre inhonestus^ 
Omnes mortales curare et querere cogit. 
Tune Syti, Oanse, ant Diooyst fiinis, audai 
Dejicere « taxo eires, ant tradere Cadmo ? 
At Novius collega.gradu post ^ sedet uno'; 40 
Namqne est iHe, pater quod erat mens. Hoc tibi 

Paulas, 
Bt Messala videris ? at hie, si plostra ducenta 
Concurrantque foro tria funera, magna sonabit 

• Fait. iUteqpt, ( Qn* tibi, TUtt. Bemil^ 
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hvm hmfi iiilitjpiitlittl by tiw ggeiMeit hon^w».i tn&tfoonthtf 
oUier band X^asvioufi^ the descendant of that fiimous Valerius, 
by whoae means Tarq^uinius Saperbus fled, being expelled from 
Ids kingdom, was not a farAing more esteemed on accouiU of 
hi$flmHlift, e$em> io the judgment of tlM peopio, whose £spe^ 
tion you are j^mrfeelfiy acquainted witt ; wnii who frequantl^ 
fooliildy bestow honours on the uowoctby, and are from their 
stupidity slaves to a name : who are struck, with admiration 
\rf inscriptions and statues; ¥%at then is it fitting for us to 
do, who are fiu^ very fkr mnored frem tiM vulgar mi <]im ssii- 
Hmeniif . F«r ^nnt it» that the people had rather ooaftr a 
dignity on Xisvinua than on Deciu^ wlu) is a new man * ; 
and the censor Appius would expel me the senaie-hfrnse^ be- 
cause I was not sprui^ from a nre of ^stinction ;vand that too 
dssifrvrdij, masauich as I rested not coatent in ny own con- 
dition. But yi^gloiy diag a 14 her daaaling oar the obseure aa 
doaely iettered as those of nofaier birtk What would it pre* 
fit you, O TulEus, to resume the robe that you were forced to 
lay aside^ aadbecome a tribune again ^ Envy increased upon 
yoU| which had beea kss^ if you bad rsmaiaed in aprivafte sta- 
tiau. For when- any craa^ feUow huenoe laosd the middle of 
his 1^ with the adde buskins, and hath kt flow the prp^ 
robe from his breast, he immediately hears : *' Who is thi« 
** BMB? Whose son is he?** Just as if there be any one^ who 
labours undbr tfae sane distemper as Barruacbes^ and i» ara^ 
bitious of being reckoned handsome ; let bias ga where b« 
will, he excites a curiosity amongst the girls of inqjuidng into 
particulars ; as what sort of iace, k^, foot, teeth, hair, he hab 
Thus he who engages to hisyUEiw-cittamis to take care of the 
dty, the' empire^ and. Italy^ and. the asaotuaries of the gods» 
forceaavery mortalto besolidtoum.aod to ast^ from what sine 
be is descended, or whether he is base l^ the obscurity of his 
mother. What, ^ you, the son of a Syrus, a Dama, or a 
IXonynos *, dare to cast down the dtiaens of Rome frcnn the 
TofTieiiaM foakf or daKver them upi ta Cadnma ti« eaeecalioii- 
er f But, ycRfr moff say, ny calkiigiw Movius aitabeiMP me 
by one degree : foa he is only what my father was. An4 
therefore do you esteem yoursdf a PaulUs or a Messala? But 
he (Novnujt r£ twa hundred carrii^e% and fiiree foBerals were 

• Novns homo. KlerMlh a new man, vHU a ttrm tf rtprtitchfir sm 
Aai wu the first great man}f Idifan^. 
t Namer iff" ilttvet* 
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4*8 SATIR. Lib. I. 

Cornua qnod vincatqae tubas : saltern tenet hoc no6. 

Nutic ad me redeo, libertino patre natum ; 45 
Quem rodunt omnes libertino. patre natum. 
Nunc, quia, Maecenas, tibi sim convictor ) at olim. 
Quod mihi pareret legio Romana tribuno. 
Dissimile hoc illi est : quia nOn^ ut forsit honorem 
Jure mihi invideat quivis, ita te quoque amicum ! 50 
Praesertim cautum dignos assumere, prdva 
Ambitione procul. Felicem dicere non hoc 
Me possum, dasu qu6d te sortitus amicum : 
Nulla etenim tibi me * fors obtulit. Optimus olim 
Virgiliusi post hunc Varius, dixere quid essem. SS 
Ut veni coram ; singultitti pauca locutus 
(Infans namque pudor prohibebat pliira pfofari) 
Non ego me claro natum patre, non ego circum 
Me Satureiano vectari rura caballo ; 
Sed, quod eram, narro : respondes (tit tuus est mos) 
Pauca : abeo; et revocas nono post medse, jubesque 61 
Esse in amicorum numero. Magnum hoc ego duco> 
Qu6d placui tibi, qui turpi secernis honestum, 
Non patre praeclaro, sed vita et pectore puro. 

Atqui si vitiis mediocribus ac mea paucis 65 

Mendosa est natura, alioqiii recta (velut si 
Egregio inspersos repr^das corpore nsevos) 
Si neque avaritiam, neque sordes, ac mala liiHtm 
Objiciet ver^ quisquam mihi ; purus et insons, 
(Ut me coUaudem) si vivo et carus amicis; 70 

Causa fuit pater his : qui macro pauper agello 
Noluit in Flavi ludum me mittere ; magni 
Qud pueri magnis e centurionibus orti, 
LsTo suspensi loculos tabulamque lacerto ; 
Slant octoni^ referentes Idibus era ; 75 

• Mihi te. 



SATpm VI. 49 

io BMer in <Im fonim, could, make noise * enougli lo drown «lt 
their horns and trumpets : this kind of merit at k«st hag 
Hb weight with us. 

Now I return to myself, who am descended from a fr^ed- 
nan ; whom every hody nibbles at as being descended from « 
freed-man. Now tkey th ii, because^ Maecenasi I am a c(yf> 
stant guest of yours ; but formerly they did ii, because a Ro* 
man l^on was under my command, as being then a miUtary 
tribute. Una latter caee is diflerent from the former ; for, 
though any person perhaps might justly envy me that pbsi off 
honour, yet could he not do so with regard to your bebg my 
friend : especially, as you are very cauUous to admit otUy su^ 
as are worthy oiyout esteem ; and are far from having any si- 
nister ambitious view's m soiieiting it, I cannot reckon my« 
ielf SL lueky lieUow on this account, as if it were by aiecfdeDt 
that I got you for my friend : for no kind of accident threw 
me in your way. Thebestof men, Virai], long ago, and of^ 
hhn Varius^ told you what t was. M%en first I came mto 
your pres^hce, I rooke only a few words in a broken manner ; 
(for childish beshfulness hindered me from spealdng more) I 
did not pretend to tell you that I was tfie issue of an iUustrious 
fitther : I did not prUend that 1 rode about the country [pTf 
about my cbuntry estate] on a Satoreian f horse, but plainly 
what I really was : You answer (as your custom is) a few 
words : I depart ; and you r^invite me after the nintii month, 
aad.command im to be in the number of your friends. I es- 
teem it a Angular honour, that I pleased you, who distinguish 
probity from baseness, not by the illustriousness of a f^er, 
but by the purity of heart and the' manner of liinng. 

But if my disposition be culpable for a few faults, and those 
small ones, and be otherwise perfect (as if you should con- 
demn inoles Scattered over a beautiful skin) if no .one can just- 
ly lay to my charge avarice^ nor sordidness, nor impure pur- 
suits ; i^ in fine, (to speak in my own praise) I live undefiled, 
and innocent^ and dear . to my friends ; my fiither was the 
cause of all this : who, though apoor man on a lean fann, was 
unwilling to send me to a country school under the pedant 
Bavius, where ereat boys sprung from great centurions, ha- 
ving their sttchos and copy-books swung over thdr left arm, 
went with money* in their hands the very day it was due ; but 

# Bad jwehn stnngth tf «ol«r. iMu it ept tp takt wUk Hu imlgoff 
end bf tHi k* vtat rtdsiito konvurt in tfu stali. 

t witufciam, or tetunm* xaas a tewn er 4Mrkt in Cdslnis, ntee, 
Titeatum,fameiuftr tk$ wttd •fhorttu 
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10 SATBL tm, I. 

>td fill H ill fit «»■• KoMao portgp^ ' J i wewifcai 
Artes, quas ddceat qnivis eques atqoe senator 
gemat peog^atofi» Veatem» sefioayia^ ttfwy ei«i 
Id Bi^giMit uik |K»pi(te ai qaia viiiinal ; anl4 
Bx ra pnobari flumtsif mi^ crederet iltos. Gt 

Ipse XD^ costos incorruptissimas onmes 
Gscum doctoces adecat. Q^i<^ muka 2 pwdican 
( Qid pRmuai iklHtia lionoi} wunrnt ah oamii 
Moft aoidn frttoy ^Bfuni opprobna quoque torpi i 
Nee timuit tStii ne vitio quis yerferet, olim S$ 

8i piSBca panras^ aut (ut fiiit ipsa) coaatov 
Mmadaa aaqaerev $ ncqne ag» essam ipmifii Oli^ 

bocnune 
Laus illi diebetiir^ eta me giatia majoCi 
Kilmep(aHiitcatiainu».p8trifthujuB; e^tgrn- 
Kon^utBugnailQiofiKtiHBiicf^eisa'SiiO'pafi^ 90 
Qftbd noa ingenuoe habeat d&rosqae pareotes^ 
Sic me defendant Long& mea discrepat iatia 
Sfevozetiatiap Naaok d Bamra jiibeial 
JL cefCia amiit- tsfPMtt remaara paraotam> 
Atque alios l^ere ad fitstum quoscunqtte parentes 9B 
Optaret sihi quisque : mm contentus^ anmtoa 
FascibuB at seilis noUaai mifai suBier^ ; daaiaai 
Jodido vulg^ saavB fbrtasta tuo ; qodd 
NoUem onus, liaad unqnam sofitas^ portare mofeston. 
^am mihi continud major qusrenda foret res, 100 
Atqua aakUandi pkras; dnoffadni at uwia 
£l comet altei; uti ne selat fuive peregrift 
Bxirem ; plures calones atque cabaHI 
Pasoendl; ducenda patoixita* Nunc mibi airto> 
lie licet teukn ¥el» si libety usqna TanDtuas ; MS 
Maaticaeiii huabotooere uleeret, atque eques amtoA 
Otgifliat aa»o sordca mihi^ quat tibi» Tolll, f 
Ci)uu Tibtvte via pnetorem quinque aaquuntur 

• Ad hoc tQSMtib!»TUIt. Bentt. 
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bftd the ipiik U hufg ««, m^ a «hiU, 49 fioMflb to iw 
tM|0iit Choae artf ivhicb any RoBian ka%ht and senator on 
teadi hit own diildren. So that, if any person had connderod 
gay dicsBy toid Hie Idaves irhe attended me in ao populous t 
dty* he woidd hsve ooodnded tfuA Hhms atptnoes ^veve np* 
pGed to me out of some ginttU hereditaij estate. He hansel^ 
ef an others the most ftithful guardian, was constantly aboii^ 
crenr one of my preceptors. But vhy diouM 1 multiply 
voru? He'preserred me dhaste (which Is 'flie first honour 
of virtue) not only firwi ewmy wlwdguilt, but likewise fiwm 
teery (cwl iny^tafciflB ; nor was he^afieaid lest «ny should turn 
it to his reproach* if I should come to follow a buaness at* 
tended with small profits, in capacity of an auctioneer, or (what 
lus was himaelf) am^g a t h erer. Nor (ftotf that been the case) 
ifcotfd Ikmt cwwrfwnwi. Ota iUs aDSoant the wioie pcaise 
|s due to him, and nrom me « gsetfter degree of g satitudfr A« 
long as I am in my senses, I can never be ashained of such t 
fiUher as this : and therefore shall not apologize for my birth, 
intibe msnner Ihat nnndiets do, by afflrmhig it to ha no finilt 
of theirs. My language and w^ of thinking is remotely dif- 
feseat firom such persons For if natare were to make us iram 
a certun term of yearji to go over our past tiaie again, and 
t^er us to chttse other parents, such as every man tor osten^ 
tation*s s4ce would wilh fcr himsdf ; I, content with my own^ 
woyldSMC assume tlnse Aat are bonoared with the ensign* 
and seats of state ; for this I should seem a madman in the 
^innion of the mob, but in your*s, I hope, a man of sense ; be- 
cause I should be unwilling to sustwn a troublesome burden* 
being h^fio weans used to it ¥\sr I must tAai immediate^ 
pet about acquiring a larger fortune, and more people must be 
eompfimentcd ; and this and that companion must o/iooys bo 
taken along, so that I could neither take a jaunt into the 
country, nor a journey by myself; more domestics and more 
horses must be led ; coodws tee must he drawnm (ram. Now» 
if I please^ I can go'as far as Tarentum on my bobvtailed 
mule^ whose loins the portmanteau galls with its weighs as 
4oe8 the awkward horaeman his shoidders. Yn for all this 
no one can lay to my charge such sordidness as he may, Tid* 
Urn, to yiniy when five lUnres fioHow you» apmtor, iloog th« 



59 flATm; Lu. J. 

Te pucri, lassQura iKNrttfntes anophominqae. 

Hoc ego commodids, quam tu, pneclare senator, 1 10 

Millibus atque .aliis vivo. Quacunque libidp pBtp 

Incedo soitfs : per^ontor quanti oJus, ac far : 

FaUacem Circuniy yeq)ertinumqve pererro 

Sep^ forum : assisto dmnis : inde domum me 

Ad porri et ciceris refero laganique catinum. }15 

Ccena ministratur pueris tribus : et lapis albus 

Pocula cum cyatho duo sustinet ; adstat echinuf 

Vilis, cum patera guttus, Campana suppellex. 

Deinde eo dormitum ; non soiicitus, mihi quod eras 

Surgendum tit mane, obeuodus Marsya, qui se 120 

Yultum ferre negat Noviorum posse minoris. 

Ad quartam jaceo : post banc vagor, aut ego lecto, 

Aut 9c.ripto quod me taciturn juret *• Ungor olivo, 

Non quo fraudatis immundus Natta lucemis. 

Ast ubi me fessura sol acrior ire layatum 125' 

Admonuit, f fugio rabiosi tempora signi. 

Pransus noji ayid^ quantum interpeUet inani 

Ventre diem durare, domesticus otior. Hiec est 

Vita soiutorum misera ambitione gravique. 

Hb me consolor, victurum suavids, ac si ISO 

Qusstor avus, pater atque meus patruusque .fuisseuty 



SATIRA VIL 

BuptUi et Persii rixamfacete detcrihii, 

"boscbipti Regis Rupilt pus atqi^e rei^enuni 
(lybrida quo pacto sit Persios ultusy opinor 

f Ego* lecto Aut acripto quod me tadtum juyet«, ungor dlvo ; 

■ Aut ego, lecto 
Aut tcripto quod me taciturn Jnvet, ni^;or olivo ; 
^ f Campam Iniuinque trigonem. Bftm, 



8A1IRB Vn. 53 

TnmrtiaB«ii9b«Mi3!i«S«4mT«l]iqf lolcktti, in|«v8Mel^ 
vine. * Thus I five move oomfortaUj, inustnoiu senator^ 
than you* and than thousands of others. Wherever I have a 
Incy, I walk by mysdf : I inquire the price of herbs and 
fatvai: 1 4i«v«nR llie tridting Cinos, alid the Foram f dtlea 
in the eveniiy: I stand Hstaoi^g anuNigst the foit«ae-tek 
lers : thence I take myself hnme lo a plate of onioni^ pulscb 
and pancakes. My supper is served op by three slaves : and 
a mStt stone dab s uppo r ts two cups and a tunAier : near 
Ihaoi stsBidB « iw>niely eiviy, and a cnset with « Uttle boiH, off 
carthn trare inm CsMpania. Umb I fo lo seat; by no 
means conoemed that I must rise in the mominff, and pay a 
visit to tJie ttatue of Marias f, who aladvidt/ usclaims that 
he is able to bearthe bdc of the yoan g er Novius. I fie a*bed to 
the ftHTfh Imir : after this I trice a xanUe, or I write or read 
vtpt may aaMiae ne in my privacy* I am anointed with oi^ 
but not with such 90 the Jiaaty n^ard Natta» when he roba 
the lamps. But when the sun, become more violent, has re^ 
minded me to go to bathe, I escape the hour of hb acerdiine 
influence. Having dined in a tempente nunner, just cdou^ 
to hinder nse from having an empty stomach duiii^ ike ve^ 
fi( the day, I trifle in my own house. This is the life of thosf^ 
v^o are free from wretched and burthensome ambition : with 
auch-tfnBgs as these I eomfbrt mysdf, in a way to live more 
delightfully than if my grandfather iud ben a fBCslDr,$ and 
lather and «iBola to*. 



SATIRE VII. 

JSTe humoroutlif describet a squabble betwist UupOim and 

Bernus, 

MM what maimer tiie moqgrel Persius J revenged the filth and 
venom of Rupifius, sumamed Ei^g, is I think known to all 

• /« Sfder to prrvent the ixpena iff ttoMiig at tht imu, 
f Tht ru»H «f fhr dbMliar mugttn tmdjwtme'ieOtn. 



X Hu statMi ^ManyutM $otyr who cMtmdid tirith Apollo and w» 
JUiftdfor M$ pnmmthmt toas trtettd in the /•rsm, ippntiti the seat ef 
the wtSgittrotes ; end the poet pUatantly gees m to soft tt stMd in sveh an 
mttitiuuj 4/ skewed its ittiiifUUion to behold « tiunmtvhehadbun a sUtve^^ 
nono sittimg amdkgst the magistrates ef Rome, ttu satyrs m his nsent' 
ment at smh a sipitt forgets the pain ^ Yds tnmgfiajed alive, 7XU «mw 
Btetsfiee the usual place for benurs, 

JJHtf mueitorsktp rvas a place tf great honour and profit, 
PeniiM was a Greek by Us father^ and an Italian by his mother's tide, 

E3 
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54* SATIR. Ljb.L 

Omnibus et lippiB notum et tonsoribus esset 
Persius hie permagna negotia diyes habebat 
Clazomenis, etiam litei^ cum Rege mplestas ; 5 

i>uni8 homo, dtque odio qui posset vincere Begem ; 
Confidensy tumidus, adeo sermonis amari, 
Sisennas^ Barros ut equis precurreret albis. 

Ad Regem redeo. Postquam nihil inter utrumque 
Convenit (hoc etenim sunt omnes jure molesti, 10 
Quo fortes, quibus adversum helium incidit. Inter 
Hectora Priamiden, animosum atque inter Achillem 
Ira fuit capitalis, ut ultima divideret mors ; 
Non aliam ob causam, nisi qu6d virtus in utroque 
Summa fuit. Duo si discordia vexet * inerter ; 15 
Aut si disparibus helium incidat, ut Diomedi 
Cum Lycio <Glauco ; discedat pigrior, ultro 
J^uneribus missis) Bruto prsetore tenente 
Ditem Asiam, Rupilt et Perst par pugnat ; u^ non 
Compositus f melii!i8 cum Bi^ho ^acchius. In jus 520 < 
Acres procurrunt ; magnuni spectaculum ujterque. 

Persius exponit causam ; ridetur ab omni 
Conventu; laudat Brutum, laudatque cohortem ; 
Solem Asis Brutum appeliat, stellasque salubres 
Appellat comites, excepto Rege : canem ilium, 25 
Invisum agricolis udus, venisse : ruebat 
Flumen ut hib^mum^ fertur quo rara securis. 

Turn Prsnestinus salso multoque j: fluent! 
Expressa arbusto regerit conyicia, durus 
vjndemiator, et invictus, cui ssepe viator SO 

pessisset, magn4 compellans voce cucullum. 

At Graecus, postquam est Italo perfusus aceto, 
P^rttUft exclamat : per magnos. Brute, Peos te 

• Venet. Btnth fCompostti. BmtL 

IMiiltikmque. 
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SATIRE Vn.' 53 

Ihe bfind and bariien m Some. This Peniiis, being a man of 
fiutune^ iiad avery graat busmess at Clazomens *, and, intq 
the bargain, certain troublesome litigations with I^ing ; a har- 
^^ehed follow, and one who was aide to exceed even l&g in ▼!• 
nilenoe; confident, blustering, and of such a bitterness of 
speech, that he would outstrip the Sisennse and Barri, f if vref 
«o well equipt | fir the purpoee, 

Btit I return to King. After nothing could be settled be* 
twizt them (for people ainon^t vboin adverse war breaks out, 
are proportionably vexatious on the same account as they are 
Imve. Thus between Hector, the son oi^ Priam, and the faigh- 
qiirited Achilles, the rage was of so capital a nature, that only 
the final destruction ef one of them could determine it ; and 
^i$ on no other account, than that valour in each of them was 
consummate. If discord sets two cowards to work ; or if an 
engagement happens between two that are not of a match, as 
that of Diomed and the Lycian Glaucus § ; the worse man 
will walk oSi buying hit peace by sending presents) when 
Brutus held as praetor the fertile Asia, this notable pair, Ru- 
inlius and Persius, encountered ; in such a manner, that the 
Radiator Bacchius wis never better matched with Bithus. Im« 
petuous they huriy to the cause,' each of them a fine sight. 

Persius Jirst opens his case ; and is U)<ghed at by all th^ 
sssemUy ; he extols Brutus, and extols the guard ; he styles 
Brutus the son of Aaa, and his attendants he s^Ies salutarj 
stars, all except King : that he, he says^ came like that dog* 
the constellation hatrful to hu^andmen : in dtort, he poured 
along like a wintry flood, where th^ axe seldom comes. 

Inen, lipon his running on in so smart and fluent a manner, 
the PVaenestine king directs some witticisms squeiszed from the 
▼ineyard, himself a hardy vine-dresser, never defeated, to whom 
the passenger had often been obliged to yield, bawling cuckoo 
with roaring voice. 

But the preciap Persius, ^B soon as he had been wett sprink- 
led with Italian vinegar, beltows out : O Brutus, by the great 
Gods, I conjure yoii, who are accustomed to take ofT kings; ^ 

• A dff oftht Ittser Ma. 

-f The HtenniB cud Barri tir«rv kifmuus in all ruptdtt bwt upnUit^ 
fir virulemee ^speech, 

t On white hor«es, a proverMal expression ; tiMte horses being deem- 
ed the smifiett. 

JHoiqer*! Ittad, book the/burth. 
It wot an keretHtary glory in tbe/amilf 0/ Brutus, Is sMI < * ym w y 
emd pmish t^ants» 
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Or«, 4fd wtgiA CMtadris tollerey car non 
HuncR«gem Jogdas? Opnwa hocy ndhfcredey mo* 
TiweH* 35 



8ATIR A Vin. 



Olim trunciu crpm ficidnaSy inii^c Hgmm : 
C^m fabec, incertus scanmum feceretne Prii^uni* 
Mfliiik cue Deum. Ileiw Ifpde cfo, fiinuB cnuBiqiie 
Muciiiia Cormido : nitm fures 4extrft ooercet, 
Obscoenoqae ruber porrectus ab ingiiiiie palus : 8 
Ast impatMJom volucres in Fertice anindo 
Tercet &u^ yetaUpie nofis cpwidere in bf rtig. 
Hoc prids angiutis ejecta caianrera ceiliB 
CoDservus vili portanda locabat in BvdL 
Hoc mseat plebi Btabat commune sepulenUn, 10 
Paatolabo toutney NomeaUMoque aepotiu 
Mille pedes in fronte, treeentos dpgm in agnm 
Hie dabat ; Wredes monumeutam ne sequeretor. 
Nuac Ucet Eaquiliis halMtare salubribus, atque 
Angors m aprioo fpadari ; quo * modo tristei IS 
Albb informem spectabant ossibus agmn : 
Cdm mSbi non tantibi foresque* fersque sUeta 
HuBC Tenure laciun* cune sunt atque labori, 
QuantiJMn carminibus qus versant atque yenenis 
Htunaoos animoi^ 0as uullo perdere possum SO 
Nee prohibere modo> simul ac yaga luna deconm 
Protulit oty quin ossa legant beibasque nocentes, 
. VidifB0BMt Hgr<^ sucdnciam Tftderepa^ 
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wiby do you not ditpatch this King ? Believe ne^ thu is a 
pl^ce of woik, which of right belongs to you. . 



SATIRE VIII. 

Priaput complaint that the JEtquQtan mouni is infested with 
the incantations of sorceresses, 

X^ QuciKLT I was the tr^nkof awi]dfig»tree» an useless log: 
iHien the artificer, in douht whether he Should make a stool or * 
a Priapus * of me, determined at last that I should be a God* 
Henceforward I became a Ood, the greatest terror of thieve^ 
and birds : for my right hand restrains thieves, and a bloody- 
lool^ng pole, stretch^ out from my fri^tful middle t but a 
Teed fixed upon the crown of my head terrifies the mischievous 
birds, and hinders them from settling in these new gardens. 
"Before fliis, the fellow-skve bore dead corpses thrown out of 
iheii^irrow cells to this places in order to be deposited in pal- 
try <;^fio8. This place stood a common sepulchre for the mi- 
serable mofa^ for the bufibon Pantolabus, and Nomentanus the 
Take. Here a column assigned a thousand feet of ground ia 
iront, and three hundred towards the fields ; that the burial- 
^lace should not descend to the heirs of the esfate. Now one 
may live in the .^squilis, since it is made f an healthy place ; 
and walk upon an open terrace, where lately the melancholy 
passengers beheld the ground fr^htful wiUi white bones ; 
though bolb the thieves and wild beasts accustomed to infest 
tills plac^ do not occasbn me so much care and trouble, as do 
these hogSt that turn people's minds by their incantations and 
drugs. These I cannot by any means destroy nor hinder, but 
that they will gather bones and noxious herbs, as soon as tl^0 
fleeting moon has shewn her beauteous face. 

I myself saw Canidia, with her saUe garment tucj^ed up^ wall; 

• 

« Hi was the Mil 5^ Bacchus and Venus, endfirtnded ««rr, tmdfrvf 
ftittd gardens. Infect hi was mMng bttt m scariftmo* 
fB^Mccenai. 



Cum Sagan& uMjoreub^wileBi. PflDommsqlis fiS 

Fecerat faorrendas aspecta. Scalpere terrain 

UnguibuB^ et pullam divell^e mordiciis iignaiii 

Ccepenint. Cruor in fossam confusus, ut md« 

Manet eiicerent, animas responsa daturas. 

trfmea et effigies eitet, altera cerea : major do 

Lanea, que poenis compesceret inferiorem. 

Cerea s^ppHciter rtdrnt, senrilSbus^ utqoe* 

Jam peritura, modis. Hecat^nvocat altera, 6STaBBi>^ 

Akera Tie^ihoaeB. Sai^pentaB, atque viAem 

Iiifemas errare canes; lunamqae rubentem, 85 , 

Ne &ret his tefitis^ post mi^gea latere sq;>ulcra» 

Mentior ^t si ^wd, Bwerdis cifMit inquner alUs 

Conronm ; anque in me waiant mnemm alqve caca- 

tum 
Julius^ et &i^ilis Pediatu^ iiirQue Varanus. 
Sii^afiMd.Baemoren^ (^ pacto alteraa lo^ue»* 

tes 40 

Ihribrs cum SaganI resonareut f triste et acutum ? 
ITtque Imu barhan varise cum dente ooiubne 
AJididennt fiutim ienss^ et inagkie oercA 
hmgicfe arserk igius ? fit at non testiB inultas 
Homierim voces Fuiiarum et facta duarum ? 4^ 
Nam displora sonat quantiim vesica* p€|>edi ^ 

Diffissa nate ieut. At illc ciirraEe in ncben-: 
Canidic denties, akun Seganse ctfiendrum 
Eidderis, atque lierbas^ atque incantata lacertis 
yiucula^ cum u^gno risuque jocoque viieres. SO 

# Ut qvm, BeHtf, t RooniilDt. Benth 
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tHth bare feet and £aherelled hair, yelfing togeUier i^th the 
dder Sagana. Paleness had rendered bodi of them horrible 
to behold. They begair to ckiT if' thv earth with their nails* 
and to tear a black ewe-Iamb to peces with their teeth. Ths. 
Uood was. poured into a ditchf that thence, they might charm 
ottt the shades of the ted, ghosts that went to ghner tfiem^ an- 
swers. There was a woollen efiHgy too^ another of wax : the 
woollen onehugen which was to inflict smmvri qf pdushtmeflC 
on the little one of was. The waxen stoo^in a suppliant posture^ 
as ready taperirir in s scrviS? nnmier. Oat-of the Begt in* 
Yokes Heeatfe^aaittlwoldMrictt.'BapbaK. HioBiBghtym 
see svrpcDtik and tsfiMuk bitches mmA about tlumg, and tbe 
moon fntfa. blushes withdrawing behind the lofty monuments^ 
that she might not be a witness^to these infamous dofings. But 
If I lie^ eren a tittle, ahoiU thU affair^ may my head be ernita^ 
nhMtadwitlblfceirinte iilidi ol nscn*; and mgrJiiiaa^ aiil 
the cAnlMite Jfissc Bediatias*. and the knave Voranufb conur 
taurine upon me, and befoul me. Why should I mention 
every particuUrf uiz. in what manner, speaking altematelj^ 
with Saganav the- gikMts ttttefed'dismil andpier^g skneka; 
and hovcfandHtiiidly liicy laid iath« earth aiwelFa bona^ witK 
the teeth of a spotted snake;, and horn Cjpeat a' bhue flamti 
forth from the waxen image? And howl was shocked at the 
▼otcesand actions of these two fiiries, a spectator, however, h^ 
no means incapsMe of sevenge? For flora nqr dsftlnim of 
fig-tree* Ikt afist^ whfeli maife as greait aaca|lBsi«nu4 
bunt Haditwr But iSawy'tmrnedifUdt^ ran into the city : and 
Itai, widi. exceeding lau^ter and diversion might you haw 
aeen Cani£a*s artificial teeth, aiuf Sagana^s towering t^te or 
fidse hair falling o% and the herbs, and the enehanted fnaoe- 
Jets ioout hav amsk 

« Thi wood of tuUch ht %uss made not being perfectlf dry h\t gfidtUif 
hmt: l^wUeMit tooitHnratkJttr takaetkefrnt tt^ a vnsf f a»4«& 
god boouU 4fit,0sa tipuU wtark rf ftu vengeance* 
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SATtRA IX. 

Quantas ab imporiuiu homini* loquacUaU exmrbendai 
hcUnierit mdestias. 

Ibah * forte Via Sacrs^ ncut meus est mos, 
Nescio quid meditans nug^niniy et totus in illis. 
Accurrit qnidam notus mihi nomine tanti^m ; 
Arreptaqne m^nif, Qdid agis, dulcissime rerum ? ^ 
SuatiteTy ut nunc est^ inquam ; et cupio omnui qutt? 

vis. 5 

G^massdctareturi Numquid tis? Occupy. Atille* 
Noris nos, inquit : docti sumus. Hie ego, Pluris 
Hoc, inquam, mihi eris. Misere. discedere qusrens, 
Ire modo oci^s, interdum consistere, in aurem 
Dicere nescio quid puero. Cum sudor ad imos 10 
Manaret talos ; O te, BoQane, cerebri 
Pelicem ! aiebam tacitus; C^m qnidlibet ilfe 
€rarriret> vicos, urbem laudaret ; ut illi 
Kil respondebam^; Misere cupis, inquit^ abire : 
Jamdudum video ; sed nil agis : usque tenebo : 1 ^ 
Persequar. f Hinc quo nunc iter est tihi? I^ 

opus est te 
Circumagi : quendam toIo visere non tibi notnm : 
Trans Tiberim long^ cubat is, prope Caesaris hortos. 
Nil habeo quod agam, et non sum piger : usque se- 

quar te. 
Demitto auriculas, ut iniquie mentis asellus, SO 

Ciim gravius dorso subitt onus. Indpit ille : 
Si ben^ me novi, non Viscum pluris amicum, 
Non Variom facies ; nam quis me scribere plure^ 
Aut cities, possit versus ? Qjuis membra movere « 
MoUiib ? Invld^at quod et Hermogenes, ego canto. 25 

• Ibamut Btntt, f Proteqwir. 
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SATIRE IX. 

Me desaibet hi$ Mitfftrwg^from the kqvae^ of an iififMi«»* 

netUfdlaw. 

'J. WAS accidentally going along tii'e Via Sacra, meditating on 
jome tfifle or other, aa is my custom, alkd totally intent upon 
it. A certain peiaoq, known to me by nanie only, nms up^ 
and liaving seized my hand, ** Hoir do you do, my dearest 
" feOow?" Tolerably weU, say I, as times go : and I wish 
you every tfaingyou can desire.*' When I perceived he stM 
Mowed me ; *« Would you any thing ?** and I to him. But he> 
** You know me,** says he : " I am a man of leamiog;** 
** Upon that account,** said I, *'you will have more of my es« 
teem." Wanting sadly to get away from him, sometimes t 
walked on iq>ace^ now and then I stopped, and whispered 
something to my boy. When the sweat ran dowti to the boU 
tom of my ancles ; O, said I to myself BoUanus *, how hi^ppy 
were you in a head-piece ! Meanwhile he kept prating on any 
thing that came uppermost, praised the streets, the city, andL 
wheft I made him no answer ; " Tou want terriUy," said he, 
** to get away : I pereeired it long ago ; but you are never 
** the nearer. I sbsll still stick dose to you ; I shall follow 
** you hence ; where are you at present bound for ?'* ** There 
is no need for your being carried so much about : I want to 
see a person, who is unknown to you : he lives a great way 
off across the Tiber, just kgr Cseter's gairdcnsi. ** **1 have no« 
** thing to do, and am not lazy ; I will attend you thither.** I 
hang down my ears like a surly ass, when a heavier load than 
ordinary is put upon his back. He begins again : " If I am 
** tolerably acquainted with myself, you wHl not esteem Viseus 
** or Varius as a friend, more than me; for who can write mere 
** verses, or in shorter time than I ? Who can move his limbs 
** with softer grace in the dande f And then I sing, so that 
" even Hermogenes may envy me?'* 



• JVff Ml »# U reevrdgd of AiiK, hiU that he was either a vtry tk^erk^ or 
• Vfty stuMd/eUow» the latter sense U ^ifirred,' 

F 



C8 SA'niL Jdxm, L 

InterpellantU Iocub hie erat : Est dIS mliter, 
Cognad, queu te aaWo esfa ojpw ? Baud mihi quia* 
quam: 

Confice : damque instat fatomniifai triste, Sidl>eUa 
Quod puero cecinit divina mota atiu» urna : B3 

* HuBe BC^M dina veaena^ aac kastieua aufanst enM^ 
Mee latanrn Mmv aor tdsm, neo eor^ pcKlligm ; 
Gamirfis-famic quaiidd consnmet cimq^e: l(M^acas» 
SI st^ty vitet, simul atqae adolevent etaiL' 

Vcoitum eEBt a4 Vetlifi». qiiail» jna> parte! <lic» SS 
PnH»vk& r er easift vane respondere vadnto'*' 
JDebebat : qUod ni fechset, perdere fitem. 
Si me amasy. inquit, paulum Ida ades. hueseam,. si 
Am vidao stare^ ami soH cwUf* juivs 
St propero qu^ seift JDtibhn stoo^ quid' fiifitaBS', itr- 

quit; 40 

Tene fieliiu||iaBi> aa^renk ^ sodas* Nefaeiamt IUa; 
St praMedcro capita B^ ( ut oontanderr dM«Ri<^«st 
Cmn vietore) feqtior; M^enar qciombdd tecma? 
Bine repetit. Paucorumt fioxnhuua> et mentis ben^ 

aanflk 
M«mo deKteridff -f- feMonll eflt vsttt* Il4b«vev 45 
Magnum adjutorem, posset qui ferre seeandas, 
Hunc hominem v^es si tradeie : diq^^my, ni 
SummoaseaoiBDeSb Noa isto vmtmr;^ 'Mc^> 
Quota rere, aiodb : dtoums trftc nee parier alia est; 
Kec magis his alienai mafis. N!l mt oflfoit inquam, $ 
Ditior hie, aut est qui* doctioc : est locus uni* Sh 
cuique suus. Mi^um narras^ vix credibile. AtquS 
Sic habet. Accendis,. quare cupiam magis illi 
Pfoximus esse. Velis tantammodd ; quie tua yiitusy 
£xpugaal»s; et est qui vind possit ; e6que BS 

« Tadatns. Butt!, f Deterliif* Wtdd» t Vivimuit S Unguam. 



you, 5^>, iiiB0ther» or .4wy selatioiu^ that ace interestai in your 
welfare?" ** Not one bare I: I have buried them all.**^ 
** Happy tAfy / now I icmam. Bispatch me : for tiie fstd 
mon&entiB^t-hMd, which «■ «M fiibioe «»iw»eii» bairing ahi» 
ta>^eridiriBiDgiim,ff0iekDl4«hflBl«iv«lMy: 'XhuoMbf, 
neither shall craaljpoiioo, nor theluwtile sword, nor pleuri^ 
npTcmugh, nor the crippling gout destroy ; a babbler ah all oma 
day demdidiiiiai : if te bewise^ let him ctdM taJBcstiTejpei^ 
pk, as:«o«a as Iw^omet W «Mi*B estate.* 

One-fowtti of Ihc dv ^IK "^"^ V**^ "^^ ^^■^*^ ^ Vastali 
4mnple : wad, aa.good luck would have it, he was obliged to i^ 
pear to his recognisance : which unless he £d, he must have 
lost his canse. **ff you love oe^** said he^ *^step in hers a lit- 
«tle.*' ««Mayidie! if IbeaMMT^ileto tlaiklhQttt,ar 
have any Inwwlaige «f the civil kws: and b e ride a , tmm in« 
faucry,-you know whither*" ** I amin doubt what I shall do^** 
said he ; " whether desert you, or my cause.*' ** Me, I b^ 
of you, Afr.'* ** I will not do it," said he ; and tegan to take 
the lead •oC«ie. |(as it is difficult to comend with one's aa^ 
tor) ftiUw him. ** Vhw stands k with MiP^wias and you ?" 
Thus he ,b^^ his prate i^a. ** He is one of few intimately 
** and of a vei^y wise way of thinking. No man ever made use 
*^ of opportunities with more devemess. Tou shouM have « 
**yiwerfdi sariatant, who oapdd pliQr an itadeivnwt, if yssiNnsK 
'* disposed to •raconaiead Hub warn* : «iay % perish, If yon 
" would not supplaat all the rest !" ** We do npt live there ia 
tlie manner you imagine : there is not a house in JBome, thai 
is freer or mose remote firom evUs of lius nature.^ It is ne» 
rer of any ^sservioe to me^ that any particular person is weal« 
thier or a better scholar than J am : every in^vidnal has hif 
proper rank." *'You tell rae a marvellous tlung, scarcely ere- 
" dible." •• But it is even so." •• You the more inflame my 
** desire to be near his peoKMi." ** You need only be mdi- 
ned to it : such is your merit, you will accomplish it : and he 
if verjif capable of U^ngwop; and on that ecoountthe fint ac* 

# PoJalisf to kfnut^. f Auni/y 6nUt and ie§kmit$* 
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64 SATIR. LiB.L 

DifficUes adkoft prinios habet. Haud mihi deero : 
Muneribus servos coirumpam : non, hodie si 
J£xclusu8 fuero, desistam ; teoipora quaeram ; 
Occurram in triviis ; deducam. Nile sine magno 
Vita labore dedit mortalibus. Hsec dum agit, ecce 60 
Fuscus Aristius occurrit, milii earns, et ilium 
iQui pul^hre n^ssejt, Consistiojus. Undevenis? et 
Quo tendis ? rogat, et respondet. Vellere cet^pi, 
£t prensare manu lentissima brachia, nutans, 
pistorquens oculos, ut me eriperet. Maid salsus 65 
Ridens dissimulare : meum jecur urere bills, 
Certe nescio quid secreto velle loqui te 
Aiebas mecum. Memini bend ; sed meliori 
Tempore dicam : hodie tricesima sabbata. Vin* tn 
.(Curtis Judaei^ pppedere ? Nulla mihi, inquam, 70 
Religio est. At mi : sum paulo infirmior, unus 
Hultorum: ignosces; alias ioquar. Hunccine solem 
Tarn nigrum surrese mihi i Fugit improbus, ap me 
3ub cultro linquit. Casu venit obnus illi 
Adversarius : et, Qu6 tu, turpissime ? magna 75 
Exdamat Toce ; et, Licet antestari? Egovero 
Oppono auriculam. Rapit in jus : clamor utrinque^ 
yndique concursus. Sic me servavit Apollo. 



SATIRA X. 

fiuum de LucUio judicium tuetur, et egregia scribendaruTt^ 
satirarum prcecepta qspergit, 

JVsmpe incomposito dixi pede currere versus 
ffV'Oilt : Quis t^m Lucili foutor ineptd est, 
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SATIRE X. 65 

CMS jto him he makes dii&cuk." ** I wiU oot be waotupg tp 
** myself: I will corrupt his senrants with presents; if I am 
^ excluded to-day, I will not derist : I will seek proper oppor« 
<* tmuliiee ; I will meet him in thepsiUic streets ; I wiU wait 
** upon him home. Tliis world allows nothing to mtHrtals with* 
** out great labour. " While he was running on at this -rale, 
loi Fuscus Aristius comes up, a dear friend of mine, and one 
who knew the fdlow weU. We make a stop. ** Alienee toam 
you ? «riiith«r are you gmng ?** he asks and answers. I tegaa 
to twitch, him 6y the ^owr and to take hold of kis lurau tM 
were affectedly passive^ nodding, and distertio^ my eyes* that 
be might rescue me. Cruelly arch he laughs, and pretendf 
not to take the hint : anger galled my liver. '*^ Certainly, said 
I,' Fuious, you said that you wanted to eoBmuiaioaSe aometfainff 
to me in private.*' ** I remeBiber it ▼ery well ; but wUl tcG 
'* it you at a better opportunity : to-day is the thirtieth sab^ 
'* bath *. Would you afiront the circumcised ^ews?** I re? 
|ily, '* I have no scruple of eoneeienee en that oecMittf.** 
** But I hare : I am sonMhiBg weaker, oat of the multitede. 
<' Tott must forgive me : I «nll speak with you at another 
*' time.** And has this sun arisen so disastrous upon me ! 
The wicked rogue ruQs away, and leaves me under the har* 
row. Stithy good ludc his adversary met him f : and ** "Whi^ 
Iber are you going, you infamone feUow?*' roars be with ^ 
loud voice ; And, " Do you witness the arrest ?** I instonll^ 
assent |. He hurries him into court : there is a great cl»» 
mour on both sides, and a mob came up from all parts. HufS 
Apollo preserved ase. 

SATIRE X. 

Sie suppqrti the judgment which he had t(efore given of l^uch 
/itts, and intersperses some exceOeat precepts fir the wri- 
ting of Sath^,, 

X o be sure I did say* that the verses of Locifiua did not run 
tmoothly, § Wfao is so Ipolisbly ieod «f Luoilios, that he would 

• thi J e rn k ga m tkOrfier tin first ^fcptember, Md uUtraUd thtir 
Patswtr dma tkt nuddu e/'Apnl, a/ th* ncpirutimtfibltty weeks. H 
eonthuud eight di^s, on Ae twofirH md two Utt tf tnlkMrA, K ^mu mot 
ptrmitted ammu them etMn tfi tmk vpHt hutkusi, 

f Z%f impertuumtfetkw. 

t LiteraUf, *• / ^m/nm^Jfr Uapmrnf Himhs «M^ usef 
perticnUr fwm en these eecanonsj md wUhoui which the person cMlled 
etpoH wms met-ebiiged 40 appesw, Tbtf naien ef thitWBefgivet, 9m |P 
sure fana memoiuB locoit Qusm tangentes attdtamur. 

i Sit Sat I. Iv. 11. 
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65 SATIR. Lib, I. 

Ut non hoc fateatur ? At idem, qudd sale multo 

Urbem defricuit, charta laudatur eadem. 

Nee tamen hoc tribuens, dederim quoque caetera s 

nam sic S 

£t Labert mimos, ut pulcra poSmata, mirer. 
Ergo non satis est risu diducere rictum 
Auditoris : et est quaedam tamen hie quoque virtus : 
Est brevitate opus, ut cntnt sententia, neu se 
Impediat verbis lassas onerantibus aures : 10 

£t sermone opus esty.modd tristi, scpe jocoso, 
Defendente vicem modd rlietoris, atque poetss^ 
Interdum urbani parcentis viribus atque 
Extenuantis eas consult^. Ridiculum acri 
Fortiiis et melius magnas plerumque secat.res. 1$ 
IUi» scripta quibus comoedia prisca viris est, 
Hoc stabant, hoc sunt imitandi : quos neque pulcher 
Hermogenes unquam legit, neque simius iste. 
Nil pratter Calvum et doctus cantare Catullum. 

At magnum fecit, quod verbis Graeca Latinis SO 
Miscuit. O sen studiorum ! qiXine putetis 
Difficile et mirum, Rhodio quod Pitholeond 
Contigit ? At sermo lingua concinoqs utr^ue 
Suavior, ut Chio nota si commista Falemi est. 
Cum versus ftcias ; teipsum percontor, an et ciim 3S 
Pura tibi peragenda rei sit causa Petill), 
Scilicet oblitus patrisque patrisque Latin^ * 
Cum Pedius causas exsudet, Poplicola, atque 
Corvinus, patriis intermiscere petita 
Verba forb malis» Canusini more bilinguis ? S^ 

Atqui ego cikm Grsecos lacerem, natus n^re dtra, 
Versiculos ; vetuit me tali voce Quirinus 
Post mediam noctem visus, c^m somnia vera : 
* In silvam non ligna feras insanius, ac si 
Magnas Grecorum mails implere catervas.' 35 

• Patriae patfbque Latini* 



SATIRE X. 67 

«ot own this ? But the same writer is applauded in the same 
satire, on account of his having lashed the town with great hu* 
mour. Nevertheless, granting him this, I will not therefore 
give up other considerations / for at that rate I might even 
admire the farces of Laberius, as fine poems. Hence^ it is by 
no means sufficient to mdce anauditor grin with laughter : and 
yet there is some d^ree of merit even in this. There is a 
conciseness requidte, that the sentence may run off, and not 
embarrass itself in a multiplicity of words, that overload the 
sated ear ; and sometimes a grave, frequently a jocose stile is 
necessary, su{^rting the character one while of the orator, 
and at another of the poet, now and then t|iat of a graceful 
rallier, that curbs the force of his pleasantry and weakens it 
on purpose. For ridicule often decides matters of importance 
more ^ctual^y, and in a better manner, than severity. Those 
poets, by whom the ancient comedy was written, stood upon 
xhisfoundationf and in this are they worthy of imitation : whom 
neither the smooth-faced Hermogenes ever read, nor that ba- 
boon * who is skilled in nothing but singing the watUon com^ 
positions of Calvus and Catullus. , 

But Lucilius, say theyt did a great thing, when be inter- 
mixed Greek words with Latin* O la^I^amed dunces ! 
What, do you think that arduous jand admirably which was 
done by Pitholeo the Rhodian ? But {stiil they cry) the stile 
el^antly composed of both tongues is the more pleasant, as if 
Falemian winef is mixed with Chian. When you make 
verses, I ask you this question ; Were you to undertake the 
difficult cause of the accused Petillus \% would you (for in- 
stance) forgetful of your country's and your father's language* 
while' Pedius, Popltcola, and Corvinus elaborately plea&d 
against you in Latin, choose to intermix words borrowed from 
abroad, like the double-tongued Canuanian § ? But as for my- 
self, who was bom on this side the water, when I was )Bbout 
making Greek verses; Romulus appearing to me after mid- 
nigbt, %Hien dreams are true, forbade me in words to this ef- 
fect : ** You could not be guilty of more folly by carrying 
** timber into a wood, than ^siring ^.tfirong in among the 
** great crowds of Grecian writers. 

• Demetrius, a feet amd actpr, remarkabtiftr hit drforwity* 

t One tf Oust tmnet vfdi runet, amd the wker nugkf muequenXlj thef 

drtmk bett mixed* 

' t See Sat. I. ir. 94. 
S CannAmnivas a tenon ef Apulia, nokote imhabitantt were tf Ore* 

d|n eMtrsctioBt as J tpoke (as a modem VfotUd tajf) irehem Latin. 
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68 SATfll. XaT. 

Tui^gy Of A1|miu8 jngulat dtim Memnonty ditmqut 
Diffingit ^ Rheni luteum caput ; hce ego ludo, 
Qufe nee in lede spnent certanda, judice Tarp49 
Kec redl^nt itenun atque iterum spectaada theatric 
Argttt& maretrice potes, Davoque Chremeta 40 

Eludente senem, eomis garrire libellos^ 
Unus Ttvorum, Fundani; Pollio r^m 
Facta canit pede tar perciuso : forte apot acafi 
fit nemoy Variiis ducit : molje atque fiioetum 
"^ VirgtKo annuerant gaudentes nire CanMenc. 4^ 
Hoc erat, experto frastra Varrone Atacino, * 
Atque quibusdam alus, malii^ qudd scribere posaem, 
Inventore minor : neqoe ^go illi detraheref aiuini 
'Haerentem capiti mnlta cum laude coronam. 
V At dixi fluere hunc lutulentum, aa^pe ferentem 50 

Plura quidem toUenda relinquen<tis. Age, qiUBio, 
Tu nihil in magno doctus reprendiB Homero ? 
Nil conns tragici mutat Lucilius Acct ? 
Non ridet versus Ennt gravitate minores ? 
,Cikm de «e loquitur, non ut mi^ore repr^mia. $6 
Quid vetat et nosmet liucili, icripta legenteii 
Qusrere num 91ius» nnm rerum dura m 
Versiculoa natura mag^s factos, et euntes 
Holliuf, ac si quis, pedibus -quid daudere sema' 
(Hoe tantdm) oonteofcus, amet seripsisse dueentoa -eo 
Ante cibum versns, totidem eonatus ? Etmsei 
Quale fiut Cassl rapido fervendus amni 
Iflganium ; eapss quem iama^ eat esse lib ci iqiia 
Ambnstiim propriis. Fuerit LuciliufyiBqaamy 
Coasis et uibanus ; fuerit Umatior idem, 65 

Quim rudis et Grscis intacti carminis auctor, 

i*litfia|lt. tLacittiOMtahcfe. mtM. 



SATIRE X. 69 

Ther^y^ wlille the bombutical Alpinus murthen pocfr Mem- 
non * » and while he deforms the mwddy source of the Rhine f » 
I amuse myself with these fotires ; which can neither be recited 
in the tiemple (f JpdUo, at conteiting for the prize when Tar- 
pa preades as judges nor cfin have a run over and over again 
represented in the theatre. You, O Fundanius, of all men 
breathing, are the most capable of prattling tales in a comie 
vein, bow an artful courtesan and a Davus iinpose upon an old 
Chremes \ Pollio sings the actions of Idogs in iambic mea* 
sures \ : the suUime Varius composes the manly epic, in a 
xnanner that no one can eqtud : Arid to Virgil the muses, de- 
lighting in rural scenes, have granted the delicate and the ele- 
gant §. It was this kind cf satiric writing, the Atacinian 
Varro and some others having attempted it without success, in 
which I may have some slight mei^t, inferior tp the inventor : 
nor would I presume to pull'off the faurd crown, placed upon 
lus brow with such great apphuse. 

But I said that he flowed muddily, frequently however bear- 
ing along more things which ought to be taken away than left* 
Be it so : do you, who are a scholar, find no fault with any 
thing in the great Homer, I pray ? Does the facetious Lud- 
lius make no alterations in the tragedies of Accius? Does 
not the same poet ridicule many of £nnius*s verses, which art 
too light for the gravity of the tuJbject f When ai the same 
time he speaks of himself by no means as superior to what he 
blames. What therefore should hinder me likewise, while I 
•m reading the works of Lucilius, from inqiuring whether it 
be hisgenrMS, or the difficult nature of his subject, that will not 
aufier Us. verses to be more finished, and to run more smooth- 
ly, than if some one, thinking it sufficient (attending to this 
only) to conclude a something of six feet, be fond of writing 
two hundred verses before he eats, and as many after supper T 
Such was the geniusof the Tuscan Gassius, more impetuout 
than a rapid river; who, as it u currently reported, w^ burn- 
ed at the funeral pile with the fuel of his own books and pa- 
pers. Let it be allowed, I aay, that Lucilius was a humorous 
and polite writer ; that he was also more correct than Enniust 
the author of ^ kind of poetry not }fet well cultivated, nor at 
ail attempted by tiie Grecians^ .and more correct likewise than 

• TW Heme o/a wretched trageJh xvrUten by this Alpinus. 

t /« kit wretched deseriptiit of « ; the name ef the river. Iff the Cel- 
tic langmeget ^gnfyini pure. 

X IfSs had three metres, each eoneislini ef two feel, Bemee tmetimee 
pcnarii, emd.sometimes trimetrl. 

I the JVncid wot not piMishedt wAm this tetk* wm ivrittea. 
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Qu^iD^je ikoStaram jsedomm turtia : teA \Ue, 
fS focet hoc aofttrun iato dilatus Ib anaun^ 
Deteveeil; cibi auks : * m tii &n ( t > ommt^ qami tkm 
PerfectiHn traheretur ; -et Ip vetfra fiieieod^ TO 

Ssepe o^ut scaberetj vivos «t roderet UDgaes. 

Sfl^pe stilum ¥ertw> iterum qu» d^gM ic^ tint: 
8enptiiro»: nefae, te iit nireMirtMba, lidions 
Cpntentus pauch iectoribus. An tua demens 
Vilibiu Id ludis dictdf^i carqiina malts ? 75 

)^oB cigp* Nam iatis «it ^quitem mihi plaudere : at 

Contemtis aliis, explosa Ari>u6ciila dixit.' 
Men* moveat cimez Pantilius ? Aut cruciet % quod 
ITeUieet abaentem JDemetfius? mA'ifM ta^ptus 
FasDius Hermogenis kedat convwa TigeUt ? #• 
Flotiusy et Varius, Maacenas, Vlfgiliusquey 
Valgiu6» et probet hsc Octavius optinuis atque 
Fuacus; jot hate utuMW Vfaoomm kudet ittevque : 
AmbitioAe relegati, 4e dioave pdNum, 
]Pallio ; te, Messda, tuo cum fratre; timulque S5 
Vos fiibuli ^, jet Seirm ; aimid his te, caodide f iind j 
Complmes bBos, doatos ego qiioi .et amicus 
Priidens jpnetereo : quibtts hoc, ant quaKacunquet 
Arridere velim ; doliturus, d placeant spe 
DeteriuB aostrl Demetri, teque, TigeUi, 90 

Diicipiilanim inter jilbeo plonre eafthedrat. 
I pner, atqtte nep dtttis tec 8«rt»ciibe libcflo* 

• Criicier. t Bibule» Mrmt, 
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t)ie tribe of our old poets: but yet he^ if he had beeo brought 
down by the fates of this age of our*s, would have retrenched 
a great deal from his writings : he would have pruned off every 
thing that transgressed the limits of perfection ; and, in the 
composition of verses, would often have scratched his head, and 
bit his nails to the quidl 

Tou that intend to write, what is worthy to be read more 
than once^ blot frequently * : and take no pains to make the 
multitudb admire you» content wkh 4ie ftw jtdidmu readers. 
What, would yedi be such a fool, as to be ambitious that your 
verses should be taught in petty schools ? That is not my 
ease. It is enough fki me,, thai tl4 llnigjbt Macenas applaud & 
as the courageous actress Arbuscula expressed herself, in con- 
tempt of the rest of the audience when ^ was hissed by the 
populace. What, sitatt that' gniK-worm Fantilius have any 
tSect upon me ? Or can I be vexed that Demetrius carps at 
me behind my back ? or beoawse.the trifler Fannius, that 
hanger-on to Hermogenes Tigellius, attempts to hurt me?* 
May Plotius and Varius, Maecenas and Virgil, Valgius and 
Octavius asprove these satires, and the eKceUent Fuscus Hke- 
Wlsie ; atid'f could wish tfiat both the Visci would join In-tlidr 
commendations; unbition apart, T may mention you <oo, O 
PoOio ; you also, Messala, together with your brother : and 
at t]ie> satoffi^ timef yon\^ ye WMK'stn^ 8hrt! ; attd tiotg wMi 
themy^ oOBdhl Bimiup;. I ofnirf lemon— y^oHfeiW e t w ii t 
though men of leamiag said my f rieada^ 1 pvpoatfly ei i fc ■ » 
whom Tcould wish these satires, such as tfiey are, may gjive s^ 
tis&ction ; ancf I sfiouiSi be very much chagrined, if tfiey plea- 
etdfiii'a deupMe below ifty eatpeocatibn; nu^ Ccfinetrius^ aaA 
you, TigelliMi^ i M immt iiwag yttis fkmikfi M fli m 

^v^b bcgr^t ^^ instantly Minm tUe Mirt te-the^M^eC d^ 
book. 

rtfrUe M jtffuc with ; ,9tu md tf nuiack vuu skmft i* ^r^^ to firm tiU 
MUrs^an^ikr0fherfUt\ tb efgit tUm aCtOtitiU^, 
t T9kk Muunttam* 
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ThgU se euifi Trebaiio ddiberar^ utriim a sdrtbendis sati' 

fU dbsiineat. 

Sunt quibus in Satira yidear niniia acer, et ultra 
Legem tendere opus : sine nenris altera, quidquid 
Compo8ui» pars esse putat, similesque meorum 
Bfille die versus dedud posse. Trebati, 
Quid fiiciaro, prsBscribe. Quiescas. Ne faciam, inquis, 
Omnind versus? Aio. Peream male^ si non 6 

Optimum erat : veri^m nequeo dormire. Ter uncti 
Transnanto Tiberim, somno quibus est opus alto ; 
Irriguumque mero sub noctem corpus habente* 
Aut, si tantus amor scribendi te rapit *, aude 10 
Cfesaris invicti res dicere, multa laborum 
Praemia laturus. Cupidum, pater optime, vires 
Deficiunt : neque enim quivis horrentia pilis 
Agmina, nee fracta pereuntes cuspide Gallos^ 
Aut labentis equo describat vulnera Farthi. %5 

• Captt. BintU 
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should (Mitfiom writing mtim or nou 

JL HKKK are tome persons, to whom I miy seem too severe in 
llie writing of satire, and to extend the Si^r too far : Another 
setaM of o|dnioii» that alL i haws written is nerv«lessy and that 
a thousand vaerse* like mine miiy b^ npun out in one day. 
Trebatius, give me your advice^ what I shall do. Be qviie^ 
I should not make, you say, yerses at all ? I do say so. May 
I be hanged, if that would not be best : but I cannot sleepi Let 
those^ who want sound sleejp^ anointed swim thrice acrosaths 
Tiber ; and buve theic clay well moistened with win^ ove»« 
xu^t. Or, if such a great lo^e of scribbling hurries you ob^ 
venture to celebrate the achievements of the invincible C«sar^ 
•ertain of annic rewards for your puns.. 

Deakoua I am, my good father, to do tkitt but myjtwngtii 
fMia me : nor can any one deacribe the troops bristled with 
spears, nor the Gauls dying on their shivered darts, nor the 
wounded ParthMOi ftlling uom his hsitM9» Kev«ithek» you 

Vql. 11, B 
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Attafneii et jastum poteras et tcribere ^ fortem, 
Scipiadam tit sapiens Lucilius. Haud mihi deero^ 
Chm res ipsa feret : nisi dextro tempore, Flacci 
Verba per attentam non ibunt Caesaris aurem ; 
Cui male A palpere, recalcitrat undique tutus. 5^0 
Quanto rectius hoc, quam tristi Isedere verso 
Pantolabum scurram, Nomentanumque nepotem ! 
CJkm sibi quisque timet, quanquam est intactus, et 

edit. 
Quid faciam ? Saltat Milonius, ut semel icto 
Accessit fervor capiti, numenisque lucemu. 25 

Castor gaudet equis : ovo prognatus eodem, 
Pugnis. Quot capitum viVunt, totidem studiorum 
Millia. Me pedibus delectat claudere verba, 
Lucili ritu, nostftbn mefioris utroque. 
Ille velut fidis arcana sodalibus olim 30 

Credebat libris ; neqtte, si lAater gesserat f , usquam 
Decurrens alid, neque si bene : quo fit, ut omnis 
Votiv& pateat veluti descripta tabeM 
Vita senis. Seqi|or faunc, Lucanus an Appolus, an- 

. ceps : ... 

Kam Venusinus arat finem sub utrumque colonus, 55 
Missns ad hoc, pulsis (vetus est ut fama) Sabeilis^ 
Qu6 ne per vacuum Romano incurreret hostis : 
Sive qu6d Appula gens, sen qudd Lucania bellum 
Incuteret violenta. Sed hie stilus haud petet ultro 
Quemquam animantem, et me veluti custodiet ensts 
Vf^n& tectus : quern cur distringere coner, 41 

Tutus ab infestis latronibus ? O patei^ et rex 
Jupiter, ut pereat positum rubigine telum, 
Kec quisquam ndceat cupido mihi pads ! at iltt« 
Qui me comm6rit (melius non tangere I clamo) 45 
Flebit, et insignls tot& cantabitur urbe. 

• Dkere. SMad, t Ccaerat. Bans. 
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may describe him just and brave» as the wise Lucilius did Sci- 
pia I will not^ be wanting to myself, when I can bring mat- 
ters to bear : no verses of Horace's, unless well timed, will 
gain the attention of Caesar ; wAoni, like a generous steed, 
tf you stroke awkwardly, be will kick back upon you, being at 
all quarters on his guard. How much better would this be, 
than to cut with severe satire Pantolabus the bufibon, snd the 
rake Nomentanus P when besides every body is afraid for him- 
self, lest he should be the next, and hates you, though he is 
not meddled with. What shall I do ? Milonius falls a dan- 
cisA the moment he becomes light-headed and warm, tifid the 
caiMles appear multipUed. Castor delights in horsemanship ; 
and he, who sprang from the same egg *, in boxing. As ma- 
ny thousands of people as there are in the worid, so many 
(^Qerent inclinations are there. I wn amused with combin- 
ing words in metre, in the manner of Ludlius, who had great- 
er abilities than you and I put together. He had long ago 
communicated his secrets to his books, as to fiuthful friends ; 
' never having recourse elsewhere, whether things went well or 
ill with him : whence it h^pens, that the whole life of this old 
poet is as open to the view, as if it had been punted on a vo- 
tive tablet f. His example I follow, though in doubt whe- 
ther I am a Lu«anian, or an Appuh'an | : for the Venusinian 
farmers plough upon the boun&ries of both countries, who 
^as the ancient traidition has it) were a colony sent, on the ex- 
pulsion of the SamniteSr for this purpose that the enemj might 
not make inci|rsions/>n th^ Romans, through a vacant iiw* 
gtuirded fi'ontier : or lest the Appufiani nation, or the fierce 
Xaicanian, should make an invasion. But this pen of mine 
shall not wilfully attack any man breathing, and shall defend 
me like a sword .that is sheathed jin the scabbard : which why 
should I attempt to draw, whUe I am safe from hostile vil- 
lains ? O Jupiter, father and sovereign, may my weapon laid 
aside wear away with rust, and may no one injure me who am 
desirous of peace ! But that man who shall provoke me (I 
«ve notice that it is better to let me alone) shall weep his 
Jo//y, and as a notorious character shall be sung through aU the 
streets of Rome. 

• CaAor ami PoUux, vurt bom ^» vr roOur kotehed by Leda, in cm^ 
itfttmet tfber amour tvilft Jupiter in the ihapt tf a rwun, 

t Thg Romans hnd vftm putnrtt drmwn of certain events in their 
Itves, xvldeh thef bovnathewueivet bf a vow t* conieerate to the godt. 

X Jttedkiu partHthnittM wkick k* bnrtuquet Lucilius' manuik' of 
nriting* 
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Cenrius iratas leges minitatur et urnom ; 
Canidia Albutt, quibus est inimica, venenum ; 
Grande malum Turiiu, si quis se judice certet. 
Ut quo quisqae valet, suspectos terreat, utque SB 
Imperet * hoc iiatura potens, dc collige mecam : 
Dente lupus, cornu taurus petit. Unde, nisi intiks 
Monstratum ? Scseve vivacem crede nepoU 
Matrem ; nil faciet sceleris pia dextera (minim ! 
Ut neque calce lupus quemquam, neque dente petit 

bos :) SS 

Sed mala toilet anum vitiato melle cicuta. 
Ne longum faciam, sea me tranqullla senectus 
Exspectat, seu mors atris circumvolat alis ; 
Dives, inops, Romae, seu fors ita jusserit, exsul ; 
Quisquis erit vitse, scribam, color. O puer, ut sis 60 
Vitalis metuo ; et majoram ne quis amicus 
* Frigore te feriat. Quid? cum est Lucilius ausus 
[ Primus in hunc f operis componere carmina morem» 
Detrahere et pellem, nitidus qua quisque per ora 
Cederety hitrorsihn torpis ; num Lselius, aut qui 611 
'Duxit ab oppressli meritum Carthagine nomen, 
Ingenio ofiensi ? Aut Iseso doliiere Metello, 
Famosisque Lupo cooperto versibus ? Atqiu 
Frimores popuU arripuit populumqae tributim ; 
Scilicet uni cquus virtuti atque ejus amicis. 70 

Quin, ubi se a vulgo et scen& in secreta remorant 
Virtus Scipiadae et mitis sapientia Lfsli, 
Kugari cum iUo, et discincti ludere, donee 
Decoqueretur olus, soliti. Qutdquid sum ego, qaamvts 
Infra Lucilt censum ingeniumque ; tamen me 75 
Cum magnis vixisse invita fatebitur usque 
Invidia ; et fragili qusreos iUidere dentem^ 
Ofibndet solido : nisi quid to, docte Trebati, 
Disseotis. Equidem niMl liic diffindere possum. 

• bopefitet astim. Unas, t Kaac-i^dmunai. JtfsrI/. 
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jCerviys, when he is o&nded» threatens one with the kws 
.and xheJufUci^fy urn * ; Albutius's Canidia, poison to those 
vith whom she is at enmity ; Turius threatens great damages 
agatfut youi if you contest any thing while be presides as 
jMidge. How every animal terrifies those whom he takes for 
his enemies* with that in which he is most powerful, and bow 
strong natural instinct commands this, thus infer with me :— - 
^e wolf attacks with his teeth, the bull with his horns. From 
what principle is this, if not a suggestion from within ? En- 
trust that debauchee Scseva with the custody of his ancient 
mother ; his pious hand will commit no outrage. (A wonder 
indeed ; just as the wolf does not attack any one with his hooi^ 
nor the bull with his teeth) but a honied potion will take off the 
old dame. 

That I may not be tedious, whether a placid old age awaits 
me, or whether death now hovers nbout me with his sable 
wings ; rich or poor, at Rome, or (if fortune should so order 
it) an exile abroad ; whatever be the colour of my life, I will 
write. O my child, I fear you cannot be long-Uyed; and 
that some creature of the great ones will strike you sti£ 
IVhat ? when Lucillus had the courage to be the first in com- 
posing verses after tbv9 manner, and to puU off that mask, by 
means of which each man strutted with a iair outside, though 
foul within ; was Laelius, or |ie who derived a well -deserved 
title from the destruction of Carthage f , ofifended at his wit.? 
or were they hurt at Meteilus* being lashed, or Lupus cover- 
ed over with his lampoons ? But he took to task the heads of 
the people, and t^e people themselves, class by class ; in short, 
ht spared none but virtue and her friends. Yet, when the va- 
lorous Scipio, and the mild philosophical LaeUus, had with- 
drawn themselves from the crowd and the public scene ; they 
used to divert themsdves with him, and joke in a free manner. 
While a hw vegetables were boiled for ^supper. Of whatever 
Tank I am, though bdow the estate and wit of Lucilius, yet 
envy must be obliged to own that I have lived ^ell with great 
men ; and, wanting to iasten her tooth \ upon some weak part» 
will strike it against the solid : unless you, learned TrebsStiuS| 
dis^yprove of any thing / have taitL For my part, I cannot 

« if erimiiua vms aeqmn§d t tttdtmnei tf the tnathr 0/ vttei^ 
wU^ tht judft cast into Mt urn, 

f Sc^io 4fricanus. 

X Mttimg t9thifau tfthi viper dnd tkifttg, 

G3 
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Sed tamen ut monitus caveas, ne forte negotl 80 
Incutiat tibl quid sanctarum inscida legum : 
Si mala condiderit in quern quis carmina, jus est 
Judiciumqne. Esto, si quis mala : sed bona si quii 
Judice condiderit laudatus * Caesare ? Si quis 
Opprobriis dignum latraverit f , integer ipse? '^ 85 
Solventur risu tabuke ; tu missus abibls* 
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' 2)e fiugalHatem 

^fSM virtus et quanta, boni, sit vivere panro 

(Nee meus hie sermo est ; sed quae ^ pnscepk Ofelliifi 
lluslicus, abnormis sapiens^ crass&que Minerv&) 
2)iscite, non inter lances mensasque aitentes; 
•Ciim stopet insanis ades fulgoribus, et dan S 

Adclitiis faisis animus meliora recusat ; 
Terum bic impransi oiecum disquirUe. Cur hoc ? 
2)icam, si potero. Mal^ verum examinat omnia 
Corruptus judex. Leporem sectatus, equove 
Xassus ab indomito, vei (^i Komana fatigat 10 

Militia assuetum grsecari) &eu pila veloiE, 
Moliiter austerum studio failente laborem* 
Sea te d&cus agit (pete eedentem a^ disco) 
Cum labor extuderit^ fastidia, siccus, inanis^ 
Speme cibum vUem; nisi Hymettia mellaFalemo 15 
Ne biberis diluta. Foris est promus, et atrum 
Defendens pistes liiemat mare: cum sale pafiM 
Latrantem stomachum ben^ leniet. Unde putas ? aut 
Qui partum ? Non in caro nidore voluptas 
Sommsy sed in tdpso est. Tu pulmentaria quaere SO 

• Laudator. t Lacnaverit. BnUi, 

t QQem. |.£xpulerit. BtnU» 
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maire any objection io this. But howerer, that forewarned, you 
may be upon your guard, lest aa ignorance of our sacred lawi 
should bring you into trouble, be sure of this : if any person 
shall make scandalous Terses against a particular man, an ac- 
tion lies^ and sentence may be passed against him. Granted 
a they are scandalous > but if a man composes good ones, and 
b praised^/or tfiem by such a judge as Caesar ? If a man falls 
foul upon him only, who desenres his invectives, while he him- 
adf is unblameable ? In such a ease, ihe process wiB be /ean- 
celled with hiugbter : and you, being dismissed, may dqpart in 
peac«. 



SATIRE 11. 
OnfrugaUty. 

^Y HAT and how great is the Turtue to life eonteniedly on a 
fitde (though this is no doctrine of mine; but what OfeUusthe 
peasant, a philosopher without rules and of a home^spun wit, 
taufiht me) learn, my good friends, not among Iweurivus dishes 
and splendid tables ; when the eye is dazzled with the vaua 
^lare qf the plate, and the mind intent upon false appearances 
refuses to admit better things ; but here, before dinner, discuss 
-tins point trith me. Why so, say you f I will inform you, if 
I «an. Bvexy conrupted judge -examines badly the truth ^ a 
eaus€» Afier hunting the hari^ or being wearied by an unruly 
hora^ or (if the floman exercise faUgues you, more accustom* 
cd to Grecian efleminacies) whether the swift ball, while eager- 
ness softens-and pseveuia yoor pcseemng the severity of the 
gaaaeb ot quoits dei^ht you (smite the yielding air «rith tha 
9uoit) when exercise has worked off your squeamishness, dry 
4iiid hungry, then let me see you demise mean viands ; and not 
drink PSemian, unless qualified with Hymettianhoney< Tour 
butler is abroad, and the tempestuaas.aea prettrvcs the fish by 
ils wintry atoms : a Ut of bread an4 valt will sufficiently ap- 
pease an importunate stomach. Whence do you think this 
comes f and how is it obtuned ? The consummate pleasure is 
not in the costly fityonr, but in yourself. Do you stek foe 
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fiudando* I^nguem vitiis albumque nee ostrea. 
Nee * scs^rus, aut poterit peregrina juvare lagpi's. 
Vix tamen eripiam, posito pavone, yelis quia 
Hoc potius quam gailina tergere palatum, 
Corruptus vanis rerum ; quia veneat auro 35 

Rara avis, et picta pandat spectacula cauda : 
Tanquam ad rem attineat quicquam. Num vescerift 

istjk, 
Quam laudasy plum& ? Cocto num adest honor idem? 
iCame tamen quamvis distat nihil hac magis ilia ; 
Jmparibus formis deceptum te patet. Esto. 30 

Unde datum sentis, lupus hie Tiberinus, an alto 
Captus hiet ? pontesne inter jactatu^ au amnb 
Ostia sub Tusci. Laudas, insane, trilibrem 
Mullum, in singula quern minuas pulmeuta necesseest. 
Ducit te species, video. Qud pertinet ergo ^5 

Froceros odisse lupos ? Quia scilicet illis 
Majorem natura modum dedit, bis breve pon448y 
Jejunus raro stomachus vuigaria temnit. 
Porrectum magno magnum spectare catinp 
Yellera, ait Harpyiis guli^ digna rapacibus. Ajt vos, 40 
Praesentes, Austri, coquitehorum opsonia ! quaroquam 
Putet aper rhombusque recens, mala copia quando 
iEgrum solicitat stomacbum ; cum rapula plenus 
Atque acidas mavult inulas* Necdum omnis abacta 
Pauperies epulis regum : nam vilibus ovis, 45 

Nigrisque est olels faodie locus. Haud ita pridem 
Gallon! pra^conis f erat acipensere mensa 
Infamis. Quid ? turn rhombos minus asquor j: alebat ? 
Tutus erat rhombus, tutoque ciconia nido ; 
Donee vos auctor docuit prsetorius. Ergo 50 

Si quis nunc mergos suaves edixerit assos ; 
Parebit pravi docilis Romana juveiitus. 

• Aut. fFakef, VU. Geoe. I. 295. 
t PrKtoris. SmuuU | Jf.qnotn alcbant* 
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liauce by sweatbg. Neither oysters, nor actx, nor tbe far- 
fetched lagois *, can give any pleasure to one bloated and pale 
through intemperance. NeFertheless, if a peacock were 8erv>- 
ed up, I should hardly be able to prevent your gratifying 
the palate with that, rather than a pullet, tince ym are preju- 
diced by the vanities of things ; because the scarce bird it 
bought with gold, and displays a fine sight with its painted 
tail : as if that were any thing to the purpose. What, do you 
«at that plumage which you extol to much f or has the bird 
the same beauty, when it is dressed ? Since^ however, there is 
no difference in the meat, in one prderably to the other ; it is 
manifest that you are imposed upon by ^e ^sparity of their 
appearances. 3iU be it so. 

By what ffh are you able to distinguish, whether this lnpus» 
that now opens its jaws before us» was taJcen in the Tiber or 
in the sea ? whether it was tossed cuhore between the bridges, 
or at the mouth of the Tuscan river f ? Fool, you pruse a 
mullet, that weighs three pounds ; whfch %^ you art oUigcd 
to out into small pieces. Outward appearances lead yoiib I see. 
To what intent then do you condemn large lupuses ? Because 
truly these are by nature bulky, and those very light A hun- 
gry stomach seldom loathes common victuals. O that I could 
'see a swinging mullet extended upon a vinngmg diA •! criei 
that gullet, which is fit fpr tbe voracious harpies themtelves* 
,But O (soy I) ye southern blasts, be present to taint the de- 
licacies of these gluttons : though the boar and turbot newly 
taken are rank, when surfeiting abundance provokes the sick 
stomadi ; and when the sated guttler prefers turnips Mid sharp 
dicampane. However, all appearance of poverty is not quite 
banished from the banquets of our nobles : for there is, even 
at this day, a place for paltry ^gs and black olives. And it 
was not long ago, unce the table of Gallonius the auctioneer 
was rendered infamous, by having a sturgeon served up whole 
upon it. What ? was tfte fea at that time less nutritive of 
turbots ? . The turbot was secure, and the stork unmolested in 
her nest ; till the praetorian \ Sempronius, the inventor, first 
taught you to eat them. Whence, lam cowmnced, if any one 
were to give it out, that roasted cormorants are delicious ; the* 
Koman yoiith, to teachable in depravity, wouh} acquiesce in it, 

• if Krdt tvhosijlesk tasted Hie hare, pr^abfy a eurtexp, 
i- S» ealted^ because it ditridet Latium/rom Tascanv. 
t Hence eatts Aia» inmealiy pcaet^riao, for wlfen h put up for that 
high ^fficit he bad not seven vetes. 
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Sordidus a tenm victu dbtabit» Ofello 
Judice. Nam frustra vitium yitaveris illud. 
Si te alio pravus * detoneris. Avidienus, SS 

Cui Canis ex vero ductum cognomen adhaeret, 
.Quinquennes oleas est, et siWestria coma ; 
Ad, nisi mutatum, parcit defundere Yinum ; et 
Cujus odorem olei nequeas perferre (Ucet>it 
jUe repotia, natales, aliosve dienim £0 

Festos albatus celebret) corau ipse bilibri 
Caulibus inslillat, veteris non parens aceti. 

Quali igitur victu sapiens utetur, et horum 
Utrum imitabitiir ? H&c urguet lupus, h&c canis, 

aiunt. 
Hundus erit, qua f non offepdet sordibus, atque es 
In neutram partem cirftus miser. Hie neqae servis^ 
Albutt senis exemplo, dum munia didit, 
Saevus erit ; nee, sicut amplex Naevius, unctam 
Convivis pnebebit aquam : vitium hpc quoque mag* 

num. 
"^ Accipe nunc, Tictus tenuis quae quantaque secum 70 
Afferat. In primis valeas bene; nam yariae res 
Ut noceant bomini, credas, memor illius escss. 
Quae simplex otim tibi sederit. At simul assis 
Idiscueris elixa, simul conchylia turdis ; 
Dulcia se in bilem vertent, stomacboque tumultum 
Lenta feret pituita. Vides, ut pallidus omnis IB 
Coena desurgat dubi4 ? Qjiihm corpus onustum 
Hesternis vitiis animum quoque praegravat una, 
Atque afiBgit \ humo diyinse particulam auree^ 
Alter, ubi dicto citiiis curata sopori ao 

Membra dedit, vegetus prasscripta ad munia sui^t. 
Jtiic tamen ad melius potent traqscurrere quondain ; 

• Fmviim. t Q«l# t Adfligit. 
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^ut, in the Jfl^gnent of QfiBllas, a sordid way of Ihring will 
ffifler widefy from frugal simplicity. For it is to no purpose 
for you to shun tiiat vice of luxury, if perversely you fly to 
the contrary extreme* Avidienus, to whom the nick-name of 
Dog is applied with great propriefy, eats ofives of five yearn 
old, and wild cornels ; and cannot bear to raclc off his win«^ 
unleas it be turned sour, and the smell of his oil you cannot 
endure ; which (though dothed in white iie celebrates the wed- 
ding<^e8tival *, hiJB birth-day, or any other festal days) he pours 
out himseJf by little and little from a horn-cruet, tliat holds 
two pounds, upon his cabbage, bta at the tame time it lavish 
eno ug h of his Hrong old vinegar f . 

What manner of living therefore shall the wise man put in 
practice, and which of these examplet shall he copy ? On' one 
side \ the wolf pniines on, and the dog on the Other, as the 
saying n, A person will be accounted decent, inasmuch ak he 
' o&nds not fay sordidness, and is despicable through neither 
extreme of conduct Such a man will not, sfler the example 
of old Albtitius, be tytannicaily cruel, while he assigns tO his 
servants their respective offices ; nor,- on the contrary, like 
simple Nsevius, will he ofieir greasy Water to his comply i for 
this too is a great fault 

Now learn, what and how great benefits a temperate diet will 
bring along with it In the first place, you will enjoy good 
health ; for you may readily believe how detrimental a diver- 
sty of things is to any man, when you recollect that sort of 
foodt which by its simplicity sat so well upon your stomach 
some time ago, when you were a child. But, ^en you have 
once mixed boiled and roast together, thrushes and shell-fish ; 
the sweet juicet will turn into bile» and the thick phlegm will 
bring a jarring upon the stomach. Do not you see, how pale 
each guett rises from a perplexing variety of dishes at an en- 
tertainment $ ? Beride this, the body, overloaded with the de- 
bauch of yesterday, depresses the mind along with it, and fixes 
I to the earth that portion of the divme spirit Another man, as 
' soon as he has taken a quick repast, anid rendered his limbs up 
to repose, rises vigorous in the morning to the duties of his 
I calling. However, he may sometimes have recootse to better 

• Repotia; an nUertmtmtnt modi by the bridtgrtm the itgf eftn his 
marrimgt. 
I t Ta prroent the bed tatti vf the «tf , M* bfimg ehfoper, 

X /Itroxfirbiat txprtstimfir being in a difficult ntuatian : ** Betwten 
Ixifo jftret*" 

S Literally a doubtful supper, I. e. where the veriety hstgremt, tka^ 
Ike guests limtate vhat they thaU eh99stfir*t» 
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Sive diem festum redaens advexerU aiuMi8» 

Seu recreare volet tenuatum corpus ; ubique 

Accedent anni, et tractari mollius astas 85 

Imbecilla volet. Tibi quidnam accedet ad i8tam» 

Quara puer et validus pnesumis, iiu>Uitiem ; seu 

Dura valetudo incident, seu tarda senectus ? - 

Raiicidum aprum antiqui laudabant: non quianasus 
lUift nullus erat ; sed, credo, hac mente, quddhb^pea 
Tardius ad?enieng vitiatum commodii^s, qnkm 91 
Integram edax dominus consumeret. Hos utinanl 

inter 
Heroas natum tellus me prima tulisset ! 

Das aliquid fame, qus carmine gratior aiirem 
Occupat humanam? Grandes rhombi, patinseque 95* 
Grande ferunt un4 cum damno dedecus : adde 
Iratum patruum^ vicinosi te tibi iniquum, 
£t fruHtrii mortis cupidum ; ci^m deerit egeoti 
As, laquei pretium. Jure^ inquls, Trasius istis 
Jurgatur verbis : ego vectigalia magna, 100 

Divitiasque * habeo tribus amplas regibus. Ergo 
Quod superat : non est melius quo insumere possis? 
Cur eget indignus quisquam, te divite ? Quare 
Templa ruunt antiqua Oetim ? Cur, improbe» caras 
Non aliquid patrie tanto emetiiia acenro ? 105 

Uni nimirum tibi rebte semper erunt f res ? 
magnus posthac inimicis risus ! Uteme 
Ad casus dubios fidet sibi certius? Hie, qui ^ 
Pluffibttt assu^rit mentem corpusque auperbum ; 
An qui, contentus parro, metueniiquefutttri, 110 
In pace, ut sapiens, aptarit idonea betfo? 

Qu6 magis his credas : puer hunc ego parvus OfeK 
lum 
Integris opibus novi non latius usum, 
Quam nunc accisis. Videas metato in agello, 

«EtdIvitiat. BtntL tEont. Bihtt, 
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cfaMr; viieAto the' revolving year thali bring on i festmi or 
if he hare a mind to refresh his body, impaired by labowr; and 
vfaen years shall i^pfproach, and fe^le i^ require to be used 
more tenderly. But as for you, if a troublesome habit of bo- 
dy, or eneping old age^ should come upon you ; what addition 
can be made to that soft indulgence which yon, now in youth 
«nd in health, anticipate ? 

Our ancestors praised a boar, when it was stale : not be* 
cause they had no nesefs ; but with this view, 1 suppose, that 
a visitor coming later xhan ordinary might pttrtake rf itp 
though a little musty, rather than the voracious maatet 
ahouU devour it all himself while sweet. , I wish* that the. 
primitive earth had produced me among such heroes as 
these. 

Have: you any regard for reputation, which affects the 
human ear more agreeably than music ? Great turbots and 
magnificent dishes bring a great disgrace along with them, 
together with expense. Add to this, that your relations * and 
ne^bbours vnU be exasperated at you, while you will be at 
enmity with yourscU^ and desirous of death in vain, since you 
win not in your poverty have three farthings left to purchase 
a rope withid. Trasius, you say, may with justice be called to 
account in such language as this : btU I possess an ample 
revenue and wealth sufficient for three potentates. Why, 
then, have you no better m^od of expending your supers 
flnities ? Why is any man, undeserving ofdistreiied ctrcvm- 
stanceM, in want, while ypu abound? How comes it to pass, 
that the ancient temples of the gods are falling to ruin ? 
Why do not you, wretch that you are, bestow something 
on your dear country, out of so vast a hoard ? What, do you 
think that matters shall always go well with you alone rf eUl 
mankind T O thou, that hereafter shalt be the great derision 
of thine enemies ! Which of the two shall depend upon him- 
self in exigencies with most certainty ? He, who has used 
his mind and high swoln body to redundancies ; or he who^ 
contented with a little and provident for the ftiture like a 
wise man in time of peace, shall make the necessary prepara- 
tions for*war ? 

That you may the more readily give credit to these things : 
I mysdf, when a little boy, took notice tliat this Ofdlus did 
not use his unincumbered estate more profusely, than he 
does now it is reduced. Tou may see the industrious hus- 

« aurally t the tmclt ty thefathet*t tide, 

H 
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Gum pecbre et gnatis, fortem mercede tolonotti'lll^ 
Kbn tgb, narrantem, temerd edi luce profe^ 
QiiidquaiDy prseter olus, fumosae cum pede penue. 
Ac mibiy cum longum post tempus rederat hospes, 
Siye operum yacno gratus conriva per imln'em 
Vicinus^bene erat, non piscibus urbe pctitisy 12iQI 
Sed puUo^ atque hoedo : turn pensilis uva secundas 
£t nux ornabat mensas, cum duplice ficu : 
Post hoc ludus erat cuppa* potiffe magntr&: 
Ac venerata Ceres, ut f culmo surgerei alto, 
Explicuit vino contractab seria frodtis. lSi$ 

Saeviat, atque novos moveat fortuna tumultus ; 
Quantum hinc imminuet ? Quanto aut ego pa^cidff, 
aut vos, 
^ O pueriy nituistis, ut hue novus incola yenit? 
Nam propriae telluris herum naturae neque ilhira. 
Nee me, nee quemquam statuit. Nos expulit ille : 
Ilium aut nequities aut vafri ihscitia juris, isl 

Fostremo expellet certe yivacior haerea. 
Nunc 9g^ Umbreni sub nomine, nuper Ofelti 
Dictus, erit nulii proprius ; sed cedet in usnm 
Nunc mihi, nunc alii. Quocirca yivite fortes j 1S5 
f ortiaque adyersis opposite pectora rebus. 
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Colloquutm cumHoratio Davnasippui hoe Stoiea pJiilotophia 
paradoxum probatt omnes propemodum homines intanire* 

Si t raro scribis, ut^toto non quater anno 
Membranam poscas, scriptorum qusque retexens, 
Iratus tibi, qudd, yini somnique benignus. 
Nil dignujDi sermone canas. Quid fiet ? At §^ ipsis 

« Culpa. fJta. ^ tStc. ^ Ab. 



SATIRE III. 8T 

fcuidman labouring for hire in the land once his wm (bu^ 
now * aasigned to o(A«r«y.with his cattle and children, talk- 
vog to this effect ; I never ventured to eat any thing on a 
work-day except pot-herbs, with a hock of smoke-dried 
baeon. And when a friend came to visit me after a long 
^baence^ or a neighbour, an acceptable guest to me resting 
^m work on account of the rain ; we lived well, not on fishea 
fetched from the city* but on a pullet and a kid : Chen a dried 
grape, and a nut, with a large fig or twoy set off our second 
course. After this, it was our diversion to have no other re* 
gulatbn in our oups, save that against drinking to a fault : 
then Ceres worahq»ped wi^ a Hhtoion that lAs commigfat 
arise in lofty stems, smoothed with wine the mdancholy of the 
contracted brow. Let fortune rage, and sUr up new tumuks ; 
iriiiU can she do more to impair my estate f How much 
more savingly have cither I livied, or how much leas neady 
liave you gone, my children, since this new possessor came ? 
l^or nature has appointed to be perpetual loitl of this eafthly 
property, neither him, nor me, nor any one. tie drove u^ 
out : either iniquity or ignorance in the quirks of the law shall 
do the same by him* eeftatnly In the end his longer-lived heir 
shall expel hiqi. If ow this field goes under the denominatioa 
of Umbrenus*, lately it was Ofellus*, and it shall be the abso- 
lute property of no man ; for it will turn to my use one whil^ 
and by and by to that of another. Wherefore, my lads,^ live 
W^^fted } ind oppoee gallant breastt against the strokes of 
adversity. 
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l^amastppuSt in a conversation ivith Horace, proves this pa* 
radox of the S^ic phU^saphy, that most men are actually mad*. 

J.r you write so sddom, as not to gall for parchment four 
times in the year, hmsied in reforming your writings, yet are 
you angry at yourselft that ipdvd^^ng in wine and sleqi you 
produc^ nothing worthy to be subject of conversation. What 
will be the consequence ? But you took refuge here, it seems, 

1^ After the eivU war, Ike loads ^f the. beaten party to ere divided 
ig the nldiert of the em^uerur. 

H2 
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Saturnatibus hue fugisti sobriui* £«go* 4 

Die aliquid dignum promissift : indpe. Nil est. 
Culpantur frustr^ calami, immeritusque laborat 
Irads natus paries Dfs atque poetis. 
Atqui Yultus erat multa et praeclara minaatisy 
8i yacuum tepido cepisset^Uula tecto. 10 

Quoniim perdnuit stipare Platona Menandro? 
Eupolin Archilocho f ? Comites educert lantos % ? 
Invidiam placare paras^ Virtute relicta ? 
CSontemn^re, miser. Vitanda est improba Siren 
Desidia ; aut quidquid mtk meliore par^ti 15 

Fonendum aequo animo. Dt te, Damasippe, Deaeque 
Verum ob. con^lium donent toosorck Sed unde 
Tarn ben^ me ndsti ? Postqu^ ornnis res mea Jamim 
Ad medium fracta est, abena negoda euro, 
Exeussus propriis. Olim nam quaerere amabam, 20 
Quo Tafer ille pedes lavisset Sisyphus sere; 
Quid Bculptum infabrd, quid fiisum dnnta esset; 
Callidus huic idgno ponebam mi}lia centum : 
Hortos, egregiasque domos mercarier unus 
Cum lucro n6ram : unde frequenda Mercuikile a$ 
Imposuere mihi cognomen compita. Novi; 
£t morbi miror purgatum te illius. Atqui ' 
Emovit yeterem mire novus, ut solet^ in cq^ 
Trajecto lateris miseri capitisve dolore : 29 

Ut lethargicus hie, oikm fit pagH, et medicum urguet. 
Dum ne quid simile huic, esto ut libet.- O bone» ne t» 
Frustrere : insanis et tu, stuldque propd omnes. 
Si quid Stertinius yeri crepat ; unde ^o mira 
Descripsi docilis praecepta haec, tempore quo me 
Solatus jussit sapientem pascere barbem ; 85 

Atque a Fabricio non tristem ponte reirerd. 
Nam, mal^ re g^t^ cbm yeUem mittere operto 

«Etto. Eintl. t ArcUlochmn. 

tEdttceref qutni tu. Xai^w 
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at the rttj ee!d>rfttioii of the SaturoaliSt out of pure' Bchrietyi 
'Duitiie therefore -something worthy of your promises : comCt 
begin. There is nothing. Hie pens are found fault with to 
no purpose, and the harmless wall, which must have been built 
trader the displeafure of gods and poets, 8u£^ to no end* But 
you had the hv>k.of one that threatened to perfirm many an4 
excellent Uiings, when once your villa had received you, free 
from employment, under its warm roof. To what purpose 
was it to stow Plato upon Menander ? Eupolis upon Archi- 
lochus ? For jwhat end did ypn bring abroad such compani- 
ons ? What, are yoi^ setting about to appease enyy by desert- 
ing virtue ? Wretch, you w3l be despised. T^at guilty Siren, 
slodi,'must be avoided; or whatever acquisitions you have 
Biad^ ill the better part of your life, must with equaiiimity be 
given upr May the gods and goddesses, O Damasippus, pre» 
sent you with a barber for your sound advice ! But by what 
means did you get so well acquainted with me ? iSince all my 
fortunes were dissipated at the middle of the Exchange, "* d^ 
tached' from all business of my own, I mind that of other peo- 
ple. For formerly I used to take a deB^t in inquiring, in 
what vase f the crafty' Sisyphus mig}it have washed his feet ; 
what was carved in an pnworkman-like manner, and what more 
roughly cast than it ought to be: being a connoisseifr, I 
ofiered a thousand sesterces for such a statiie : I was the only 
nan, who knew how to purchase gardens and fine qaitts to the 
best advantage ; whence the crowded streets gave me the sur- 
name of Mercujrial, I know it well ; and am amazed at your 
being cured of that disorder. Why, a new disorder expelled 
the old one in a miraculous manner ; as it is accustomed to do, 
vhen the pun of the i^icted side^ or the bead, is turned upon 
ttue stom^jch : or as it is with a man in a lethargy^ when he 
turns boxer, and attacks his physician. As long as you do 
nothing like this, be it even as you please. my good friend, 
do not icleceive yourself : you likewise are mad, and it is almost 
** fools all," if .what Stertinius insists upon has any truth in it ; 
from whom, being of a teachable dispositioi;, I derived these 
admirable precepts, at the very time, w^en, having given me 
consolation, he ordered me to encourage a philosophical bdird, 
and to return cheerfully from (he Fabrician bridge. For 
when, my affiurs being desperate, I had a mind to throw my- 

• Zitgratlr, tkt middle Janui. Thtn was a statue of Janus te tJa 
middle ^ the forum. 

-^ Of such onHqmtjf, that it mighi have been used In the dap of Slfy 
phut. 

H2 
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Me c&pite In fliunen, dexter tteBt ; et, Cave finds 
Te quidquam inciignuin. Pudor^ inquit, te mains 

angit*. 
Insanos qui inter vereare insanus haberL 40 

Piimikm nam inquiram, quid sit fnrere: hoc si eritia 

tc 
Solo, nil verbi, pereas quin fortiter, addam. 

Quern mala stultitia, et quemcunquef inseitiaveri 
CKcum agit, insanum Chrysippi porticns et grex 
Autumat. Haec populos, haec roagnos formula reges, 
Excepto sapiente, tenet. Nunc accipe, quare 46 
Desipiant omnes, aeque ac tu, qui tibi nomen 
Insane posuere. Velut sihris, nbi passim 
Palantes error certo de tramite pellit ; 49 

Ule sinistrorsiiniy hie dextrorsikm abit ; unus utrique j; 
Error, sed variis illudit partibns : hoc te 
Crede modo insanum ; nihilo ut sapientior ille» 
Qui te deridet, caudam trahat. Est genus unum 
Stultitise, nihilum metuenda ^mentis ; ut ignesy 
Ut rapes, floriosqne in campo obstare queratur : 55 
Alterum et huic yariam, et nihilo sapientius, ignes 
Per medios, fluviosque mentis. Clamet arnica 
Mater, hooesta soror, cum cognatis, pater, uxor ; 
Hie Ibssa ettJagens ! hic rc^s maxima ! serva ! 
Kon magis audi^rit, qahm Fnsins ebrius olim, 60 
Cikm Ilionam edormit, Catlenis mille ducentis, 
Mater, te €fppello^ clamantibus.' Huic ego vulgus 
Errori simiiem cunctum insanire docebo. 

Insanit veteres statues Damasippus emendo : 
Integer est mentb Damasippi creditor? jEsto ; 65 
Accipe quod nunquam reddas mihi, a tiln dicam^ 

• Ufguet. ftujusque. Cmw. 

tUtriniiue. 
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4d£ into the met, hxnog covered my besd fir t&tU purpose^ 
be fortunately was at my elbow ; and addressed me to this 
^ect : Take care, how you do any thing unworthy of your^ 
seK A &]se ahame^ nys he^ lAicts yoa» who dreed to be 
oteemed a madmaB among noihmg but madxnoB. For in the 
fint plaoe I will inquire, what it is to be mad : and, if this dis* 
temper be in you exclusively, I will not add a single word, to 
prevent you from dying^ bravely. • 

Hie achool and sect of Cbiysippua deem every man madt 
tHiom vieious folly or the ^orance of any truth ^veabUndly 
forward. Tliis definition takes in whole nalions, this eves 
great kings themselves, the wise man a/one'exceipted. Now 
learn, why all those, who have fixed the name of madman upon 
you, are aa aeosele a s as yoursdE As in the woods, where a 
mistake makes pecq^ wwider id»ut from the proper path { 
erne goes out of the way to the right, another to the le|l ; but 
there is the same blunder on both udes, only the illuaon is in 
^terent directions : in this manner imagine yourself mad ; so 
that be, who brides yov^ hangi his tail not one jot wiser tfian 
yourself lliereispnespeeieaoffoUy, that dreads things not 
in the least formidable; insomuch that it will complain of 
flies, and rocks, and rivers opposing it in the open plain : there 
is another di€erent from this, but not a whit more approaching 
Unwisdom, that nina headlong through the midst of flames ana 
floods^ Ijet the loving mother, the virtuous aster, thefitther* 
the wife^ together with all the relations of a man possess^ 
wiUi this latter foUyt cry out ; *' Here is a deep ditch ; here is 
** aprodigious rock ; take care of yourself :*' he wotdd give no 
fBoie attention than 4id the dranken pbyer Fustus * some 
tame ^go, when he overstept the character of Ilione, twtilve 
hundred Catieni at the same time roaring out, mother, I 
coil you to my aid, I wiH demonstrate to you, that the 
genendity i^ all mankind are mad in the commission of folly 
similar to this. 

Damasqqpus is a madman, for purchasing antique statues : 
Imt is Damanppus* creditor in his senses, think you f Well ; 
suppose I should say to you ; Here receive this sum cf money t 

•Fiuiui tt>M mn aefor, xvk» (PMtg tke ckeratUr «^llione} wastup^ 
pued to be astetp, xohin the ghost of her torn Polydore catted to her. Dear 
I mother, hear me. Fuiius, htnmg drank too mMckt/eU reaify tuleepi 

I and Catienus, nvho played Polydore, haivii^ eallea to him tvithata 

,- 'unOittg Aim, thg tvhole house, as \f eadt of them was a Catienus, erUd 

I «»/, Dear mother, hear me. FRANCIS. 
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T^iie iiisanus eris, si acceperis ? An magis excon 
Rejecta pneda, quam praesens Mercurius fert? 
Scribe decern a Nerio : Don est satis : adde Cicuts 
Nodosi tabulas centum : miUe adde catenas : 70^ 
Effiigiet t^men hsec sceleratus^incula Proteus, 
t^um rapies in jus mails ridentem alienis; 
Fiet s^>er, modo avis, modd sasoim^et cum volet arbor. 
Si maU rem gerere insani est ; contrik, bene sani : 
Putidius multoh cerebrum est (mibi crede) Perilli 75 
Dictantis,, quod * tu nun(]|uam resc.ribere possis. 

Audire» atque togam jubeo coiuponere, quisquis- . 
Ambitione itm\k, aut argenti pallet amore ; 
Quisquis luxuril, tristive superstitioqe) 
Aut alio mentis morbo calet : hue propiiis me, 60 
Dum doceo insanire onmes, vos jordine adita* 

Danda est heUebori multo pars maxima avaris : 
Nescio an Anticyram ratio iliis destinet omnem. 
Haeredes Staber! summaiQ ii\cidere sepulcro : . 
Ni sic fecissent, gladiatotum dare centum A^ 

Damnati populo paria, atque epulura, arbitrio Arrf ; 
Frumenti quantum metit Africa. Sive ego pray^ 
3eu rccte, hoc volui ; ne sis patruus rnihi. Credo 
Hoc Staberi prudeptem animum vidisse. Quid ecgo 
Sensit, cum stimraam patrimont inseulpere saxo 90 
Hseredes yoluit ? Quoad vixi^, crcdidit ingei^s 
Pauperiem vitium, et cavit nihil acjrius; ttt» si 
Forte miniks locuples uno auadrante periret^f 
Ipse videretyr sibi nequior. Omnis enim res, 
yirtus, fama, decns, divina humanaque, pulcris 95 
Divitiis parent; quas qui construxerit j:, ille 
Clarus erit, fortis, Justus— Sapiensne ? Etiam! etrei;^ 
^t-quidquid volet. Hoc, veluti vurtute paratum, 

pQfMdlvtlcal.) Bfimt, fPerlsiet. 

$ ContnxeriC. 
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wbich you ciii never fepqr t WittyoubeamiidiBtii»ifymirf 
cave it ; or would you be more absurd for rejecting a booty^ 
wbicb propitious Mercury ofiers ? Take bond, like the banker 
Nerius, for ten thousand sesterces; it will not signify : add aU 
the forms of -Cicuta, to versed in the knotty points of law : add 
a thousand obUgatiwis : yet thia widced Proteua will evade all 
these ties. And when you drag him to justice^ laughing as if 
his diedcs were none of his own * ; he will be tran«ormed in* 
to a boar> sometimes into a bird, sometimes into a stone, and 
when he pleasea bto a trsew If to conduct one's affairs badly 
be die part of a madman ; and the reverse that of a man wdl 
in his senses : the brain of PeriUius (believe me) who orders 
you that ium of monet/t which ^u can never repay, is much 
more unsound than yvuir*s* 

Whoever is afficted witii evil amfaition, or the love of mo< . 
B^; whoever is heated wUh (uxuiy, or^oomy stqperstition, 
or any other disease of the mind, I command him to adjust his 
garment and attend : hither, all of ye, come near me in order» 
vriiile I convince you that you are mad. 

By fiur the laigest portion <^ beUeboie is to be adminisfcered 
to the covetous : I know nQt» whether reason does not consign 
all Anticyra f for their use. The heirs of Staberius engraved 
the sum which he left them upon his tomb : unless they acted 
in this manner, they were under an obligation to exhilnt a hun- 
dred pair of gladiatorB to ihe people, beade an entertunment 
according to the direction of Anrius ; and as much com as is 
cut in aU Africa. Whether I have wUled tiiis rightly or wrong- 
ly, it was my will ; be not severe against me, criet the teitator, 
I hnagine die provident mind of Staberius foresaw this. What 
then did he mean, when he appointed by will that his hdrs 
should engrave the sum total of their patrimony upon his tomb- 
stone ? As long as he lived, he deemed poverty a great vic^ 
and nothing dd he more industriously avoid : insomuch tha^ 
had he died less rich by one fartiiing, the more miquitous would 
be have appeared to himself. For every thing In wtOurtt vir* 
tae, fund, glory, divine and human affain, are subservient tv 
die attraction of riches ; which whoever shall have accumula- 
ted, shall be illustrious, brave, just — What, wise too ? Aye, and 
a king, and whatever ^se he pleases. This he was in hopes 
would gready redound to his prsise^ as if it had betin an asqui- 

tfjt pfovertiiat expntiionfor laughing immoderately, 
t if* island in the Archipelago, ctkbrattdfw tht pnduction of avasf 
fuaniity ^f hell^ore* 
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Speraiit^ magom laudi fore. Qad dvMe isti 
Graecus Afktippus? q«i servos projicerQ aurUtn 106 
In medi4 jussit Xiby& ; quia tardiiis irent. 
Propter onus s^Bgnes. Uter est insanior horum ? 
Nil agit exemplum, litem quod lite resolvit. 
Si quis emat citharas, emtas comportet In unum, 
Nee studio citbafae, nep Musii^ de4itus i^li ; 105 
Si Kajpra et formas, non sutor ; naudca ireby 
Aversus mercaturis ; deHrus et amens 
Undique dicatur meritd. Qut discrepat istis. 
Qui nummos aurumque recondite nescius uti 
Coiiapositis, metueosque velut contingere sacrum ? 1 1 
Si quis ad ingentem fmmeDti semper acervum 
Porrectus vigilet longo cum fiiste ; neque illinc 
Audeal esuriens dominus contingere granum, 
Ac potiiks ibliis parcus vescatur amftfis : 
Si> positis intus Ciiii veterisque Falerni 115 

MiHe cadis, (nihil es(, tercentum millibus) acr^ 
Potet acetum : age ; si et straiuentis incubet, uade« 
octpginta annos natus, cui stragula irestis, 
Blattantm ac tinearum epulse, putrescat in area : 
Nimirum insanus paucis videatur, ep qu64. 1/^0 

M axjm^ pars hominum morbo jactatur eodem. 
- FiliuB, aut etiam hiec libertos ut ebibat h«res» 
Dts inimice seoez, custodis^ ne tibi desit? 
Quantulum enim surnms ciirtabit quisque dierui^, 
Ungere si caules ojieo ^eliore, caputque 125 

Coeperis impexa f<edum porrigine? Quare, 
Si quidTis satis est, perjuras, surrtpis, aufers 
Undique ? Tun' sanus ? Populum si caedere saxis 
Incipias, servosque tuos *» quossere pararis ; 
Insanum te omnes pueri, clamentque poelltB : 18<> 
Ci^m laqueo uxorem interimis, matremque veneoo, . 

*Tqo. F4btr» 
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ski^ of Ms virtbe. • In what respett did the Grecian Aristip* 
puB act like this, who ordered his slaves to throw away hia 
gold in the midst of Libya ; because, pocumbered with the bur- 
then of it, they travelled too slowly ? Which is the greater 
madman of these two ? An example is nothing to the purpose, 
thit decides one controversy by cretttiag another. If any per- 
son were to buy lyref, and {when he had bought them) to stow 
them in tome one particular place, thottgh neither addicted to 
thdr lyre nor to any one muse whatsoever : if a man were to 
buy paring-knives and lasts, and were no shoemaker ; sails fit 
for navigation, and were ytt averse fit»m raercfaaadising : be 
would every where deseirc^ly be stiied delirious, and out c/i 
bis senses. And how does he difler from these, who hoards up 
<<ash and gold, and knows not how to use them when accumu- 
lated, and is afraid to touch them sis if they w^re consecrated ? 
If any person before a great heap of com Aoidd keep perpe« 
tual watch with a bog club^ and though the owner of it, and 
hungry, should not dare to take a single grain from it ; and 
should rather feed upon bitter leaves :* if, while a thousand 
hogsheads of Chian, or old Falemian, is stored op within (nay, 
that M nothing — three hundred thousand) he drinks nothing, 
but what is mere sharp vin^;ar ; again — ^if, wantin^^ but one 
year of ^hty, he should lie upon straw, who has good bed- 
clothes rotting in his chest, the food of worms and moths ; he 
-would seem mad, belike, but to few persons: because Che 
greatest part of mmkind hd)ours under the same malady. 

Thou dotard, hateful to the gods, dost thou guard these /yojt- 
sessions, for fear of wanting thyself; to the end that thy son, 
or even the frteed-man thy heir, should guzzle it all up ? For 
how little will each day deduct from your capital, if you b^in 
to pour better, oil upoh your greens and your head, filthy with 
the scurf not combed out of it ? If any thing be a suiSiciency, 
wherefore are you guilty of perjury, wherefore do you rob, and 
plunder from all quarters ? Are you in your senses ? If you 
were to begin to pelt the populace with stones, and your slaves, 
which you purchased with money ; aU the very bcrjrs and girls 
will cry out, You are a madman. When you despatch your 
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Incolomi capite es ? Quid enim * ? Neqne tu hoe 

fads Argifl^ 
Nee ferroy ut demens genetricem ocddit Orestes. 
An tu recis eum ocd8& insantsse parente ? 
Ac non ant^ malis dementem actum Funis, quiim 135 
In matris jugulo ferrum tepefedt acntum ? 
Quin, ex quo est habitus mal^ tutse mentis Orestes 
Nil sane facit quod tu reprendere possis : 
Non Pyladen ferro violare, aiisusre sororem 
Slectram : tant&m maledidt utrique, vocando 140 
Hanc^uriam ; hunc, aUud, jussit quod splendida bilis. 

Pauper Opimius argenti positi intiis et auri, , 
Qui Vdentanum festis potare diebus 
Campan& solitus truUA, vappamque profestii^ 
Quondam lethargo grandi est oppressus ; ut hanres 145 
Jam drcum loculos et claves Isetus ovansque 
Curreret. Hunc medicus multiim celer atque fideli4 
Exdtat hoc pacto; mensam poni jubet, atque 
Effundi saccos nummorum, accedere plures 1 49 
Ad numerandum : hominem ac erigil. Addit et ilhid ;• 
Ni tuacustodis^avidus jam hsec auferet hseres. 
Men' vivo ? Ut vivas i^tur^ vi^ia : hoc agef • Quid 

vis? 
Defident inopem venae te, ni dbus atque 
Ingens "^ accedat stomacho fidtnra ruenti. 
Tu cessas ? agedum, sume hoc pdsanarium orjZBS. 155 
Quanti emtae § ? Parvo. Quanti ergo ? Octo assibus |{ , 

Eheui 
Quid refert» morbo, an fortis pereamve rapinis ? 

Quisnam igltur sanus? Qui non stultus. Quid 
avarus? 

• Qoidnif neque enim hoc BentL TAgo. Stmai, 

)Ineesta. Marti. PnsseiM accedit. BentU 

\ Saturn, Cmm, |i OcuM»ibu». 
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tfife with a zope, and your mother with poiaon^ are yoa li^e 
in your head r Why not? You neither did this at Argoi, nor 
with th^ swordi as the mad Orestes slew his mother. What* 
do you imagine that he ran mad after he had murdered his 
Micnt : and that he was not nUher driven tead by the wicked 
runeSf before he warmed his sharp steel ia his mother's throat ? 
Kay* from the time that Orestes is deemed 6y ifou to have 
been of a dangerous disposition, he did nothing in fact that you 
can Uame : he did not dare to ofler violence with his sword to 
Pyiades, nor to his sister Ekctra: he only gave ill language 
to both of them, by calling her a Fuiy, and him some other cg|H 
prebrioiu futmet which his violent choler suggested. 

Opimius, poor among heaps of silver and gold hoarded ,up 
within hit own postetsiont who used to drink out of Campa- 
aian ware the meagre Veientine wine on holidays, and meie 
drees on common days, was some time ago taken with a pro- 
^gious lethargy ; insomuch that his heir was abready scouring 
atwut his cofiers and keys, full of joy and triumph. BQs phy- 
■cian, a man of maeh fidelity and despatch, raises him in this 
manner : he orders a table to be brought, and the bags of mo« 
aey to be poured out, and several jpersons to approach in order 
to count it : by this method he sets the man upon his lega 
again. And at the same time he addresses him to this efl^<; 
Unless you guard your money, your ravenous heir wiD even 
now car^off these treatuiret of your*s. What, while I am 
aHve ? That you may live therefore, awake ; observe this ad" 
vice* What would you have me do ? Why your Uood will 
lidl 3rou that are so reduced, unless food and some ^at resto- 
rative be adndnistered to your decayed stomach. I)o you he- 
atate ? come on ; take this ptisan made of rice. How much 
did it cost ? A trifle. How much then ? Eight asses.* Alas ! 
what does it matter, whether I die of a disease, or by theft 
and rapine ? 
> Who tlMn is soand? He^ who is not a fooL What is the 

♦ Th« as tuet Uss than a penny (four monty, 

I 
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Stultus et insantts. Quid? si quis non sit avarus^ 
Continuo sanus? Minimi. Cur, Stoice? Dicam. 160 
Kon est cardiacus (Craterum dixisse putato) 
Hie aeger. Recte est igitur, surgetque ? N^lut : 
Qudd latus, aut renes morbo tententur acuto. 
Kon est perjurus, neque sordidus; immolet aequis 
Hie porcum Laribus: verum ambidosus et audtts ; 165 
Naviget Anticyram. Quid enim differt, barathrone 
Dones quidquid habes, an nunquam utare paratis ? 

Seryius Oppidius Canust duo praedia, dives 
Antiquo censu^ gnatis divisse duobus 
Fertur, et hoc moriens pu^ris disisse yoeatis 170 
Ad lectuin : Postquam te talcs, Au!e', nucesque 
Ferre sinu laxo, donare et ludere^vidi; 
Ta, Tiberi, numerare, cavis abseondere tristein ; 
Extimui, ne vos ageret vesania discors ; 
7u Nomentainuro, tu ne sequerefie Cicutam. 175 

Quare per Divos oratus uterque Penates, 
Tu cave ne minuas ; tu ne majos facias id 
Quod satis esse putat pater, et natuhi coefC'et. 
Prseteresoy tfe vos titillet gloria, jure- 
jurando obstringam ambo : uter aedilis, fueritre 180 
Vestnum praetor, is intestabilis et sacer esto. 
In cicere atque faba bona tu perdasque Inpitth, 
Latns f ut in Circo spatiere, aut ssneus ut stes ; 
Nudus agris, nudus nummis, insane, paternis ? 
Scilicet ut j: plausus, quos fert Agrippa, feras tu^ 185 
Astuta ingenuum vulpes iroitata leonem ? 

Ne quis humasse velit Ajacetn, Atrida, vetas cur ? 
Rex sum. Nil ulttk qusro plebdus. £t sequam 
Rem imperito : at si cui videor non Justus, inultd 
Dicere, que sentit, permitto. Maxime regum, 190 
Pt tibi dent capta classem reducere § Trcja : 

• Perdere. B*mtL Et credere. Ctmn. 

fLentus. Heinr. Largw. MarU. Et aSneqii. Bentl. 

t Ayf. Markt, Wahf> \ Deducere. Btntt. 
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covetous man ? B^ a fool and a madman. What ? — if a man 
be not covetous ; is he therefore immediately to be deemed 
sound ? By no means. Why so, Stoic ? I will tell you. Such 
a patient (suppose Craterus tke physician said this) is not sick 
at the heart. Is he therefore well* and shall he get up ? JNop 
he will fort^id that : because his side or his rdns are harassed 
with an acute disease. In like manner, such a man is not per- 
jured, nor sordid ; let him then sacrifice a hog to his projM- 
tious household*god8 : -but' he is ambitious and asttuntng ; let 
him make a voyage^ then, to Anttcyra. For what is the dif- 
ference^ >irhether you squander whatever you have upon an 
abyss, or make no use of your acquisitions ? 

'Servius Oppidius, rich in the possession of an ancient estate, 
is reported when dying to have divided two farms at Canusium 
between hi;i two sons* and to hjure addressed the boys caUed to 
his bedade m the following manner : When I saw you, Au« 
lua, cany your playthings and your nuts carelessly in your bo- 
jom, and give thbm and game them away ; you, Tiberius, 
coiint them, and anxious hide them in holes"; I was afVald lest 
1^ madness of a dii&rent nature should possess you both •* lest 
you, AuluSf should follow the exftnple of Nomentanus, and 
you, Tiberius, that of Cicuta. Wherefore each of you, en- 
treated by our household 'gods, do you (Aulw) take care lest 
you lessen i you ( Tiberius) lest you make that greater, which . 
yvixt father thinks, and the purposes of natnre determine to be 
suffident. Farther, lest glory should entice you, I will bind 
each of you by an oath : \vhidievejr of you shidl be an edile or 
a prstoir, let him be excommunicated -and accursed. Would 
you destroy your effects in largesses of pease^ beans, and lu« 
pines,* that you may stalk in the Circus at larger or stand re- 
presented in a statue of brass ; a madman, stripped of your pa- 
ternal estate, stripped of your money ? To the end, forsooth, 
that you m^ gain those applauses which Agrippa gains, like a 
cunmng fox imitating a generous lion ? 

O Agamemnon, why do you prohibit any one from burying 
^ax ? I am a king. I, a plebeian, make no farther inquiry. 
And I command a justifiable thing : but, if I seem unjust to 
any one, I permit him to speak his sentiments with impunity. 
Greaiteat of kings, may the gods eraat that, after the taking of 
Troy, you may conduct your &ei safe home ; may I Uie^ 

• Usu^ givtn to tin ptpftUst bycmttdatesfor tkete ptsti •/ hotuur* 
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Ergo consulere, et mox respondere licebit ? 
CoQsuie. Cur Ajax, heros ab Achille secundos 
Putresdt, toties servads clams Achivis ; 
Gaudeat ut popiUiis Priami Priamusque inhumato, 
Per quern tot juvenes patrio caruere sepulcro ? 1 96 
Mille ovium insanus morti dedit, inclytum Ulyssem 
£t Menelaum una mecum se occidere damans. 
Tu c^m pro vitulft statuis dulcem Aulide gnatam 
Ante aras, sparg^sque mola caput, improbe, salsa ; 2oa 
Rectum animi servas ? Quorsum ? Insanus quid 

enim Ajax. 
Fecit, cum stravit ferropecus? Abstinuit vim 
Uxore et gnato, mala multa precatus Atridis : 
Non ille aut l^eucrum, aut ipsum violavit Ulyssem* 
Verikm ego, ut bsrentes adverso litore naves 805 
Eriperem, prudens placavi sanguine Divos. 
Nempe tuo, furiose. Meo, sed non furiosus. 
Qui species alisis veri f , sceierisque tumultu 
Permistas capiet, commotus habebitur ; atque 
Stultitiane erret, nihilum distabit, an ir&. 210 

Ajax, immeritos dum occidit, desipit, agnos ? 
Ciim prudens scelus ob titulos admittis j: inanes, 
Stas animo ? £t purum est, vitio tibi ciim tumiduDi 

est cor ? 
8i quis lectica nitidam gestarje amet agnam ; 
Huic vestem, ut gnats, paret § ancillas, paret aurum ; 
Fusam, aut pusillam appellet, fortique marito 21$ 
Destinet uxorem ; interdicto huic omne adimat jus 
Praetor, et ad sanos abeat tutela propinquos. 
Quid, si quis gnatam pro mata devovet agna, 
Integer est animi ? Ne dixeris. Ergo ubi pniva || 
JStuItitia, h!c summa est insania : qui sceleratus, 321 

• Veris. Lamb. 

1 Tu, pradent scelus'ob titulot cftm admittis. Benfh 

{Pater. fFaktf, Ulblparya. ir«44. 
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have the liberty to a«k questions, and reply in ray turn ? Ask. 
Why does Ajax, a hero second only to Achilles, rot abwa 
ground, so often rendered glorious for having saved the Gre- 
cians ; that Priam, and Priam*s people may exult in his being, 
naburied, by whose means so many youths have been depnved 
flf their country's rites of sepulture ? In his madness he killed' 
a thousand sheep, crying gut at the sa^ne time that he was de- 
stro3ring the famous Ulysses an^ Menelaus, together with me. 
When you at Aulis substituted your sweet daughter in the 
place of a heifer before the altar, and. Impious ! sprinkled her 
head with the salt cake ; did yof) preserve soundness of mind ? 
Why do you ask ? What Uien did the mad Ajax do, when he 
slew the flock with his sword ? He abstained from any vio* 
lence to his wife and child, though he imprecated many curses 
op the sons of Atreus : he neither hurt Teucer, nor even Ulys- 
ses himself. But I, out cif prudence, appeased the gods with 
the blood of my daughter^ that I might loose the ships detain- 
ed on dn adverse shore. Tes, madman ! with your own blood. ' 
With my own indeed, but yet I was not mad. Whoever shall 
foiin images, foreign from truth, and contused in the tumult 
of impety, will always be reckoned disturbed in niind : and it 
will not matter whether he do a wrong thing through folly or 
through rage. Is Ajax delirious, while he kills the harmless 
lambs ? Are you right in your head, when you wilfully com- 
imt'a crime for empty titles ? And is your heart pure, while 
U i* swoln with the vice of amhUion f. If any person should 
take a delight to carry a$)6ut with him in his Kedan a pretty 
lamUdn ; and should provide clo^hes^ should provide maids 
9iid gold for it, as for a daughter ; should call it child, or little 
baby, and should destine it a wife for some stout husband ; the 
praetor would take power from him bang interdicted, and the 
ipanagement of him would devolve to his relations, that were 
in their senses. What, if a man devote his daughter instead 
of a dumb lamUrin, is he right of mind ? Never say it There<« 
fore, wherever there is a foolish dqpravity, there will be the 
height of nuuloesf. H«^ who is wicked, will be frantic too \ 

13 
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£t fbiiosut erit : quern cepit vitrea fama^ 

Hunc circumtonuit gaudens Bellona cruentb. 

Nunc, i^e, luxuriam et Nomentanum arripe mecum t 
Vincet enim stultos ratio iosanire nepotei. 235 

Hie dmtil accepit patriroont mille talenta, 
£d]cit» piscator uti, pomarius, auceps, 
Unguentarius^ ac Tusci turba impia vici. 
Cum scurris fartor, cum Velabro omne macellum 
Jdane domum veniant Quid turn*? Ventre ^« 

quentes. 2S0 

Verba fiicit leno; Quidquid mihi, quidquid et horum 
Cuique domi est, id crede tuum ; et vel nunc pete^ 

yel eras. 
Accipe, quid contra juvenis respondent squus ; 
Tu nive Lucana dormis \ oereatus, ut aprum 
Ccenem ego : tu pisces hibemo ex squore verris j:e 235 
Segnis ego, indignus qui tantum possidearo. Aufer c 
Sume tibi deeies ; dbi tantundem ; tibi triplexj 
Unde uxor medi& eurrit de noete voeata. 
Filius iEsopi detractam ex aure Metellas 
(Scilicet ut deeies solidilm exsorberet) aceto 240 
Biluit insignem baccam : qut sanior, ac si 
Illud idem in rapidum fiumen jaeeretve cloacam ? 
Quintt progenies Arrt, par nobile fratrum, 
Nequitia et nugis, pravorum et amore gemellum, 
Luscinias soliti impenso prandere coemtas : 245 

Quorsum abeant ? Sanin' ? creUi an carbone no* 

tandi § ? 

iEdificare casas, plostello adjungere mures, 
Ludere par impar, equitare in arundine longa. 
Si quem delectet barbatum ; amentia verset. 
Si puerilius his, ratio esse evineet, amare : 250 

Nee quicquam diiferre, utrumne in pulvere, trimot 

•Quid enim. Qui c&m. ffMfl. 
tToin. liffU. Dunu. Msri/. ITtfAr/. tVelllf. | HotttL 
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Bellona, ivho deligltte' in bloodihed, has tfaundenl abont his 
hetui, whom precarious fame has captivated. 

Now, come on, arraign with me luxury and Nomentanus : 
for reason will evince that foolish spendthrifts are mad. Thisfel" 
ItWt as soon as he received a thousand talents of patiimdny, is* 
sues an order that the fishmonger, the j&uiterer, thepookemr, th« 
perfumer, and the impious gang of the Tuscan alley, pronq[itenr 
andbuffi>ons, the whole shambles, together with all Velabrum *, 
should come to his house in the morning. What was the con- 
sequence ? HHiyi they c$xat in crowds. The pander makes 
a^qpeech : " Whatever I, or whatever each of these has tt 
home, believe it to be eniirdy your's ; and give your order 
for it dther directly, or to-morrow." Now hear, what reply 
the considerate youth made : ** You sleep booted in Lucanfan 
'* snow, that I may feast on a boar : you sweep the winUy seas 
"'for fish : I am indolent, and unw^orthy to possess* so much. 
'' Here, away with it : do you t£^e for your share ten hundred 
** thousand sesterces ; you as much ; you thrice the sum, from 
^ whose house yoMT spouse runs, when called for, at midnight." 
The son of ^sopus, the actor (that he mi^t, forsooth, swal* 
low a million of sesterces at a draught) dissolved a precious 

Eearl, which he had taken from the ear of Metella, in vinegar : 
ow much wiser was he in doing this, than if he had thrown 
the same hito a rapid river, or the common sewer ? The pro- 
geny of Quintus Arrius, an illustrioas pav of brothers, Uue 
twins in wickedness and trilling and the love of depravity, used 
to dine upon nightingales bought at a vast expense : to whom 
do these belong ? Are they in their senses ? Are they to be 
marked with chalk, or with charcoal f ? 
i ii 9Xi aged person with a long^ard should take a defight 
to build hfiby-houses, to yoke mice to a go-cart, to pUy at odd 
and even, and to ride upon a long cane ; madness must be his 
motive. If reason should evince, that to be in love is a more 
childish thing Hian these ; and thaS there is no difference whe- 

t Jproveriiat txpriulon, for being either acqwtted or condemned. 
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Qaale pri^, tiidas * opu^ an moctricis amore 
Solidtus plores : quaero, fiiciasne quod olim 
Mutatus Polempn ? Ponas insignia morbi, 
Fasciolas, cubital, focalia ; potus ut ille 9S5 

IMcitur ex coUo fbrdm carpsisse coronas, 
Ppstquam est imprann correptus voce mi^stri ? 
Fprri^s irato puero cum poma, recusat : 
Sume, catelle ; n^gat : si non des, optat. Amator 
Exciusus qui distat : agit ubi secum, eat, an non, 960 
Quo rediturus erat non arcessitus ; et haeret 
Invisis foribus ? Nee ^ nunc, cum me vocat ultro, 
Accedam : an potius mediter finire dolores ? 
Exclusit : revocat : redeam ? Non, si obsecret. Ecce 
Servus, non paulo sapientior ; O here, quae res 265 
Nee modum habet neque consilium, ratione modoque 
Tractari non vult. In amore baec sunt mala ; beliuniy 
Pax rursum : haec si quis tempestatis prope ritu 
Mobilia, et caec4 fluitantia sorte, laboret 
Eeddere certa sibi ; nitiilo plus explicet, |ic s} 9 70 
Insanire paret certa ratione modoque. 
Quid, cum Picenis excerpens semina pomis 
Gaudes, si cameram percusti forte ; penes te es ? 
Quid, cikm balba feris annoso v^ba palato, 
^dificante casas qui sanior ? Adde cruorem 275 
Stultitise, atque ignem gladio scrutare. Modo, inquam, 
Hellade percussa, Marius cum praecipitat se^ 
Cerritus fuit ? An commotae crimine mentisf 
Absolves hominem, et sceleris damnabls eundem, 
£x more imponens cognata vocabula rebus ? £80 

Libertinus erat, qui circum compita siccus 
Lautis mane senex manibus currebat ; et, Unum, 
(Quid tam X magnum ? addens) unum me surpite 

morti, 
Dls etenim facile est, orabat ; sanus utrisque 

• Ducas. rrahf, f Ne. t Quiddazn. 
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ther you play the same games in the dust, at vhen three yeai« 
old, or anxious whine for the love of a harlot : I b^ to laiovr» 
if you will act as the refonned Polemon * did of old ? Will 
you lay aside those ensigns of your disease, your roller^ your 
nantl^ your mufQers : as he in his cups is said to have pri* 
vately torn the chaplet from his neck, after he wis corrected 
by the speech of his fasting master ? When you offer apfdei 
to a cross boy, he refuses them : Here, take than, you littlt 
dog ; he denies you : if you don't give them, he wants them. 
Xn what does an excluded lover difier ,/rom tueh a boy / when 
he argues with himself whether he should go m no^ to that 
very place whither he was returning without bdng sent for^ 
and cleaves to the hated doors ? ** What, shall I not go to her 
** now, when she invites me of her own accord : or shall I ra* 
*' ther think of putting an end to my pains ? She has excluded 
** me ; she recaUs me : shall I return ? No, not if she should 
** implore me." Obs^ve the servant, not a little wiser : " O 
*' master, that which has neither moderation nor conduct, can- 
" not be guided by reason or method. In love these evUs are 
^ inherent ; war one while, then peace again. If any one 
" should endeavour to ascertain t^se tfahigs, that are varioui 
^ as the weather, and fluctuating by blind chance ; he will make 
^ no more of it, than if he should set about raving by right 
" reason and rule.** What-^— when, picking the pippins from 
the Picenian apples, you njoice if haply yon have hit the: 
vaulted roof; are you yoursdf ? Wha t w he n you strike out 
£[i,ultering accents from your antiquated palate, how much wiser 
are you than a chUd that builds houses of clay f Then to the 
folly of love add bloodshed, its consequence, and stir the fire 
inth a sword f . I ask you, when Marius lately, after he had 
ttabbed Hellas, threw himself down a precipice, was he raving 
tnad ? Or wiU you absolve the man from the imputation of a 
disturbed mind, and condemn him for the crime, according to 
your custom, imposing on things names that have an affinity 
in s^ijication \ T 

There was a certain freedman, who, an old tnan, ran about 
the streets in a mornmg fasting, with his hands washed, and 
prayed /Aus .* ." Snatch me alone from death (adding, for what 
so gi^eat thing is it?) me alone, for it is an easy matter fdr 

• A tutorioui ray, that vMHt drunk into thi school of Xenocntet, bf 
Tohwn he nvas nforthed, and afttrwards made hii disctpte, 

"t A proverbial exprtitioHfor making bad xoorse, 

t In order to make a ditHnetim %uher$ there i$ no d^emue%,for wick' 
t^u {argues he) if madum. 
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Auribus atque oculis : mentem, nbi litigiosaSy Sft5 
Exciperet dominus c^m venderet. Hoc quoquevulgus 
Chrybippus ponit foecunda in gente Menent. 

Jupiter, ingentes qui d^s ^dimisque dolores, 
(Mater ait pueri, menses jam quinque cubantis) 
Frigida si puerum quartana reliquerit ; illo 290 

Mane die, quo tu ipdicis jejunia, nudus 
In Tiberi stabit. Casus medicusve levarit 
^grum ex prsecipiti ; mater delira necabit 
In gelida fixupti ripa^ febrimque reducet. 294 

Quone malo mentem concuss^ ? Timore Deorum. 

Hffic mihi StertiniuSy sapientum octavus, amico 
Arma dedit, posthac ne compellarer inukus. 
Dixerit insanum qui me, totidem audiet ; atque 
Respicere igpoto discet pendeptia tergo. 

Stoice, post damnum sic vendas omnia pluris : 300 
Qua me stultida (quoniam non est genus unum) 
Insanire putas ? £go nam videor mihi sanus. 
Quid ? caput abscissum demens * cum portat A^ave 
Gnati infeiicis, sibi tum furiosa videtur ? 
Stultum me fateor (Hceat concedere veris] 905 

Atque eti^m insapum : tantum hoc edissere, quo me 
^grot^re putes ^nimi yitio^ Accipe : prim^m 
J£dificas ; hpc est, longos imitaris, ab imo 
Ad summum totus moduli bipedalis : et idem 
Corpore majorem, rides Turbonis in armis SIO 

Spiritum et incessum : qui ridiculus minus illo ? 
An quodcunque facit Maecenas, te quoque verum est 
Tanto dissimilem et tanto certare minorem ? 
Absentis ranae pullis vituli pede pressis, 
Upus ubi effugit, matii denarrat, yt ingens ^315 

• Maoibos. Btnft, 
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the gods ;** this nten was sound in botb his em and eyes : but 
bis masted when he sold him, would except his uoderstanding, 
unless he were fond of law-suits. This crowd too Chiysippus 
places in the fruitful family of Menenius*. 

O Jupiter, who givest and takest away the greatest afflic- 
tions (cries the mother of a boy, now lying siek a-bed for five 
months) if this cold quartan ague should leave the child, in 
the morning of that day, on which you enjoin a fast, be shall 
stand naked in the Tiber. Should chance or the physician re- 
lieve the patient from his imminent danger, the infatuated mo- 
ther will destroy the boy placed on a cold bank, and will bring 
back the fevei^ With what disorder of the mind is she stricken ? 
Why, with, a superstitious fear of the gods. 

'Diese arms Stertinius, the eighth of the wise men, gave to 
ine, as to a friend, that for the future I might not be rtfughly 
accosted without avenging myself. Whosoever sliall call me 
madman, shall hear as much from me in return ; and shall 
learn to look back upon the bag, that hangs behind him f . 

O Stoic, so may you, after your damage, sell all your mer'^ 
ckandise the better : what folly (for, it seemst there are more 
kinds than one) do you think I am infatuated With ? For to 
niysdf I seem quite sound. What — when mad Agave f car- 
ries the amputated head of her unh^py son, does she then 
seem mad to herself? I allow myself a fool (let me yield to 
the truth) and a madman Dkewise: pnly declare this, with 
what particular distemper of mind you think me afflicted. 
Hear then : in the first place you build ; that is, though from 
top to bottom you are but of the two-foot size, you imitate 
the tall : and yet you, the same person, lough at the spirit and 
strut of Turbo § in armour, too great for his little body : pray, 
how are you less ridiculous than him ? What— is it fitting that* 
in every thing Maecenas does, vou, who are so very mudi un- 
tke him, and so much his inferior, should vie with him ? The 
young ones of a frog being in her absence crushed by the foot 
of a ca)^ when one of them had made his escape^ he told his 
mother that a huge beast bad dashed his brethren to pieces. 

• Menenius was a enanpirsoiit tfa nununtu and Ittvstrimuf amity. 

f AUudiiig /• a fhNe t/Maopt Xifkert Japiter it feipted t* ka^fe pt(t 
ttvo tagt up&n every man : the one. filled tv^h kit nelghbeur't JauUs be^ 
fare^ Ike othertfiilidwith his sWh heUmd : n that he sees thefarwur^ but 
net the latter. 

t Agave sUvf her tsm Fentheus for deHntimg the Bacchanalian Mrr« 
mmies. I Turbo vm • tUtk Jtrmtting i^tadiator. 
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BeUii«4iQgnfll0B disent. Ilia rogu'e, 

QuantaiM-* ? Num tandem, se inflam, sk magna 

fnisset? 
Major dimidid. Num tanto ? C^m magis atqtie 
8e magis infiaret ; Nqii> « tc nipem, iaquity 
Par erii. Hsc a ie non mukiim ablodit imago. 820 
Adde poemata nunc (hoc est, oleum adde camino) 
Quae si quis sanus fecit, sanus fads et tu. 
Non dico horrendam rabiem— -Jam denne--Gultum 
Majorem censo— Ten^s, Damanppe, tuis te— • 
Hfille puellamm, puerorum mille fiiirore»— 385 

O major, tendon parcas insane minori. 
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Catii fiAieio ct^tfaluiiateM irriditf qui tumnum hominit 
feUcUatem m arte cuUnarid ponereL 

Unoc, et qu6 Catius ? Non est mihi tempus ayenti 
Ponere signa novis prsceptis, qualia vincant 
Pythagonn, Anytique reum, doctumque Platona. 
Peccatum fateor, cdm te sic tempore lero 
InterpelUrim : sed des veniam bonus, oro. $ 

Qu6d si interciderit tibi nunc aliquid, repetes mox ; 
Sive est nature boc, nve artis, minis utroque. 
Quin id erat eur», qpo paeto cuncta tenerem; 
Utpote res tenues, tenui sermone peractas. 
£de hominis nomen ; simul et f , Romanus an liofpes. 
Ipsa I memor prsecepta canam : celabitur auctor. 11 
Iionga quibus iacies ovis erit, ilia memento, 

. ^Tantcun. n^Mitt ie, mactUb fiiit? .Turn znajoi dimidio, Nam 
tuttnmi ifitn, 

t Simul an. % Ipse. 
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Shebeg«ito«flk)HDwlitg? 'WhfsOmkwtKefomt^ puf- 
ii^ herself vp. Greater by half* What, so biffr. ^heo tie 
had swelled herself more and more : If you shomd burst youf- 
8^, says he, you will not be equal to it. This image bears no 
great ^ssimflitude to you. Noar add poema (that ia» aAl dl 
to the fire) which, if ever aiiy joau in hu senses madg, why 40 
do you. I do not mention your horrid rage ^ ten^pet',''^At 
length, have done — ^Your way 0^ living bevond your fortune- 
Confine yourself to yout own affitirs, I>amasippus-— Those 
thousand passions for the itk, ■ &c. Ihok gteitHr arnhnu, at 
last, 9ffn thy infini^r. 



SATIHE lY. 

JHe ridictffet ike tAtianHt^ tf <me Caiims, safe pkMtie 
tummit qfkvmm/iticity in M« ^ulimaryMtt^ 

vVhxnciv ipA ^^^^l> ^^? I ^^^ >u3it thaws ^o-^nn 
you* l^ieiog d^irgy^ (9 impressing on my memory some o^r 
precepts ;. such as may excel 'Fythagoras, and him that w|a 
accused by Anytu% «Rd <he leariied Plate *. I aelnMwMbe 
my oflence, sinoe t ^bave itftampted 'yw at ao wMikf^jtA- 
tore : butgnat dm your pasdan, ^ood sir, I Jbeseech yoii. If 
aoy thing should have slij^ped you now, you wiH presently rt- 
cdUect it : whether this tiUent of your's be of nature^ or of 
art, far you are amazing 4n bofhk Kay, but I was soi(eitotts» 
how I might retek all tkne jvwc^ptfs # ma fasiogthixigaiaf '»<d^ 
licate natvtc^ .and la a delicata style. Tdll me the name pf 
thia personage; and at the same time whether he is a. Romam 
or a fordgner? As 1 have them by heart, I witt recite tfa« 
precepts: the auihor sUiUhe'tDMealed. 

Obserrcv a<-<te^#yiftiap/rtQ;ttrine nj^Mse e|f»ihqit:4to 

« Socratec. 'wko 'u/as faluly accutei If Melitui ani Anytus of tfp* 
Vol. II. . K 
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Ut succi melioritf et ut magi3 alba* rotundis; 
Ponere : namque marem cohibent callosa vitellam. 
.Caole suburbaoOy qui siccis crevit in agris 15 

Suldor : irriguo nihil est elutauft horto. 
Si TiJspertiDiu subito te oppresseHt hospes, 
Ne gallina maltlkin responset dura palaf o, 
.Doctus em vivaxn misto f mersare Falerno : 
^Hoc-teneramikciet. Prat^naihus optima fungis 20 
Natura est : aliis male creditur. • Ule sahibres 
iBstates peraget» qai^nigris prandia moris 
Piniet, ante gravem quae legerit arbore solem. 
Aufidios forti miscebat mella Falerno^ 
Mendos^ : quonianr.Taciiis comjuittere venis 25 
Nil nisi lene decet : leni pnecordia mulso 
Prolu^s ibelids. Si duhi mo^rabifor alvui, 
Mytilus et tiles pcjllent obstaotia conchee, 
£t lapathi breris herba; sed albo non sin^ Coo.. 
Lubrica nascenteft implent conthylia l&nas. do 

8ed Don omne mare est generos^ feltile testae : 
. Murice &IWIIO aoelior Lucrina peloris : ' 
Ostrea C^rcBis, Misefio oriuntur echim : 
Pectinibos patstis jactat se moUe Tarentum. 
Nee ubi ccenarum quivb temere aH^oget artem 35 
Non prius ezacta tenui ratione saporum. 
Nee 48tis est car6 pisces averrere mens^ 
Ignarum quibus est jus aptius, et qiiHyusassis 
Xanguidus in culntum jam se qonviva reponet. 
Umber, et iligna nutritus glande, Totuiidas 40 

Curvat aper lances camem titaptis inertem : 
Nam Laurens malus est, ulvis et arundine pinguis. 
Vinea summittit capreas non semper edules. 
FoBCundte leporb sapiens sectabitur armos.* 
Piidbiu atque avfbus que natura et foret aetas^ 45 

• Alms. Bm//. Alts (I. «. alcntiaO Civim. fMoeto. Bmtf. 
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of an obbngmike^ aft being of fireelier flavour anAiiMreoloiir 
pMM the round onet : for, bdng tough tbeUed, they contain a 
male yolk. Cabtng^ that grows in dry lands, is sweeter than 
that idx>ut town : nothing is more slabby than a garden much 
watered. If a tiritor should come unexpectedly upon you in 
the evening, lest the tough old hen prove disigrfwHn to bit 
palate, you must be instructed to drown it in Falemian wine 
mixed with water : this will make it tender. The mushrooms^ 
that grow in meadows, are of the best kind : all others are 
dangerously trusted. That man shall spend his summera 
healthy, who shall finish his dinners with mulberries black with 
ripeness, which he shall have gathered from the tre^ before 
the sun becomes too powerful. Aufidius used to mix honey 
with strong Falernian, injudicioud^ : because it is right to 
commit nothing to the empty veins, but what is emollient : yott 
will, with more proprie^', wash your stomach irith soft mead. 
If your bdly should J)e hard bound, tl^e limpet and coarse 
cockles will remove all obstructions, and leaves of the small 
sorrel; but not without Coiin white wine. The increaring 
noons swell the lubricating shell-fidi. But every sea is not 
alike productive of the exquisite sorts. The l4|crine musde 
is. better than the Baian murex ; the best oysters come froqi 
the Circean promontory ; cray-fish from IVfisenum : the soft 
Tarentum plumes herself on her broad 'acalops. Let no one 
piesuroptuously arrogate to himself the science of banqueting, 
unless the nice doctrine of tastes have been previously consi* 
dered by him with great exactness. Nor is it enough to sweep 
away a pared of fishes from the esq^sive stall, while he re» 
mains ignorant for iHiat sort stewed sauce is more proper, and 
what being toasted, the sated guest will pwseotly replue himr 
yelf on his elbow *. Let the boar from Umbria, and tha^ 
vduch has beea fed with acorns of the scarlet oak, bend the 
round dishes of him, who disfikes aU flabby meat : for the Lau^ 
rentian boavt fattened with flags and reeds, is bad. The vinew 
yard does not always affi>rd the most eatable kids. A man of 
sense will be fond of the wings of a pregnant hare. What is 
|]^ proper age and nature of fish and fowl, though mquired afp 

^Smhvf4ttheesfyigH*twrerf$k»tMmMm» 
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Bant, <]uoiftiiil ingen^mtt mvs taiif iiM efli$fttlfl |HP6Wif . 
jN'equaquam ^tU in re unk c6nsumete ttimn : « 
Ut si qm. solum hoc^ mala f e sint vma, labor^^j 
Qurii pt ifuud a t pisces s^nffiM otbo. J9 

Masiica si coslo supponaS thia sereiio i 
Kocturna, si quid crassi est, tenuabitur aura, 
£t decedel oiior nc^is ioimicus : at ilia 
Integrum perdttot fino ritiata saporem. 
Surrentinfa vafer ^ili miscet fiece Falentft ' SS 

Vina, columbino timum bene colligit oto : 
Quaten^s iraa petit yolvens aliena vitelliM. 
Testis ttrar^entem sc^illis fecfeabis et AM 
Potorem cochlea; nam lactuca innatat vutn 
J*ost yinum stomacho : perna magis ac magis killu 60 
Flagitat in moreus refioi : ^uin 6mnia maKt> 
Qnaeeutiqiie immundis fervent illata pophiis. 
Est operse pretlum duplicis pernoscere juris 
Katuram : simplex e dulci constat oliyoj 
At pingni miseere mero muriaque deoebit, 6S 

Non tAik quam qua Byzantia putruit f otti. 
Ifioc qbi confusum sectis inferbuit hc^bis^ 
(^orycioque oroco sparsum stetit« insuper iiddes 
Pressa Venafranft quod bocca femisit otinfc* 
Picenis cedunt pomfs Tiburtia succo ; 70 

jN^am facie prsestant. Venucula convenit ollis. 
Reotius Albanam fumo duraveins uyam : 
Hanc ego eura malis, ego £eeem primus et bslee. 
Primus et invenior ^ piper album, cum sale nigro 
Incretum, puris circumposuisse catillis. 75 

Immane est vitinm, dare fldillia terna maddlo, 
Angustoque yagos pisces urguere catino. 
Magna movet stomacho fastidia ; seu puer uhctis 
Tractaiat c^alicem manibus, dum furta ligurrit, 

• Pajato.. t Futoit. t Inveni. 
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tet, was never discovered before my distinguishing paUte* 
There are some, whose genius invents nothing but new kinds 
of pastry. But to waste one*s care upon one thing, is by no 
means suffident : just as if any person should use all his en* 
deayours for this pnly, that the wine be not bad ; quite careless 
at the same time, what oil he pours npon his fish. Jiyfm set 
outpour Massic wine in fair weather, should there be any thing 
thick in it, it will be attenuated by the nocturnal air, and the 
smell unfriendly to the nerves will go off: but if filtrated 
through linoi, it will lose its pntire flavour. He, who skil* 
fully mixes the Surrenline wine with Falernian lees* collects 
the sediment with a pigeon's egg : because the yolk sinks tp 
the bottom, rolling dovm with it all the heterogeneous parts.* 
You m^ rouse the jaded toper with roasted shrimps and Afri- 
qaa cockles ; for lettuce after wine floats upon the soured sto-] 
mach : by ham preferably, and by sausages, it craves to be re« 
stored to its true appetite: nay, it will prefer everything, 
which is brou^t smoking hot from the nasty eating-houses. 
It is worth while to be acquainted with the two kinds of sauce. 
Ti)<i ample consists of sweet oil ; which it will be proper 
mix with rich wine and pickle, but with no oihutpiclde thaa 
that by which the Byzantian jar has been tunted. When thii^ 
mingled with shredded herbs, b|is boiled, and, sprinkled with 
Corycian saffron, has stood some time, you sh^ oirer and above 
add what the pressed berry of the Venafran olive yields. The 
Tiburtian yield to the Ficenian vpfl^ in juice, though they 
excel in look. The Venusian grs^ is proper for preserving 
in jpots. The Albanian you had better harden in tl^e smpke. 
I am found to be the first that served up this grape with ap- 
ples, in neat little side-places, to be the first likewise that 
served up win^Iees and herring-brine, and white pepper fine-> 
]y mixed up with Uack salt It is an enormous fiuilt to be- 
stow three thousand sesterces on the fish-market and then to 
cnunp the roving fishes in a narrow dish. It causes a great 
puuea in the stomach , if either the slave touches the cup witly 

Ji9 
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Sive ^vis treteri craterae limits adhaent. ^ SO 

Vilibus in ^copb, in raappis, in scobe, ^antus 
Consistit sumtus ? Neglectis, flagitium Ing^au* 
Ten' lapides yarios lutulent^ radere palm&y 
Bt Tyrias dare circiim illota toralia yestes ; . 
Oblitum, quanto curam sumtumque minorem ^$ 
Baec habeant, tanto reprendi justiilte illis. 
Que nin divitibas nequeunt contiogere menris ? 
Docte Cati, per amicitiam Diyosque rogatus, 
pucere me auditum, perges quocunque *, memento. 
Nam, quamyls referas mdmori mihi pectore cuncta, 
Hon tamen interpres tantundem juveris. Adde 91 
Vultum habitumque hominis ; quem tu yidisse beatus 
Non magni pendis, quia contigit ; at mihi cura 
Hon mediocris inest, fontes ut adire remotos^ 
At^ue haiitire queam titae pnecepta beats. 95 



SAtlRAV. 

Hareditatum captatores guibus ari&u$ uterenturffiicetQ 
irii/s$em inter et Tiretiav^ dialogs exponit* 

JSoc quoque, Tiresia, preeter narmta petenti 
Responde : qmbus amissas repHrare queaqi res 
Artibus atque modis — quid rides ? Jamne, dolose j> 
K^on satis est Ithacam revdbi, patriosque penates 
Aspicere ? O nuUi quidquam mentite, vides ut 5 
Kudus inopsque domum redeam, te yate; neque illic 
Aut apotheca procis intacta est, aut pecus. Atqui 
£t genus et yirtus, nisi cum re, yilior alga est* 

• Quomcunque. Cmm. t Doloso. 
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gituy hands, wfaH^ h^ licks up ishftfts, «r if liflba^ gtime 
Iw adhcrad to ihe aodent gt>fakL In tt^y, in nais, id sa^ 
dust, <A«tf ar« so cfatap, what spreat expense can tfaetfe be ? ,9iK, 
if they are neglected, it is a heinous shame. Mliat, is i^ lil* 
^tn^that you should sweep Mosaic pavements with a dirty 
broom made «f palm, and throw Tyrian carpeta oirer the un- 
washed furniture of your €ouch ; forgetting ihat, by bow tnu^ 
less care and expense these things are attended, rso much thie 
more justly may the want of them be censured, than of thosf 
tilings which cannot be obtained, but at the tables of the rich ^ 
learned Gatius, entreated by our friendship and the gods, 
renietaher to introduce ma to an audia&oe n^k this grekt hum, 
whenever you shall go to him. For, though by your memoij 
you relate every thing faithJvUif to me, yet as a relater you 
cannot delight me in so high a degree. Add to Uiis the coun- 
fenance attd^spottmeat of the man ; #hom ybu, happy ip ha- 
ying seen, do oot auich regaid, because it baa been your lot t 
but I hare po saaS\ solicitude, that X may approach 1^ distctfii 
fountain-heads, and imbibe the precepts of $%tch a blessed lifa« 
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Jn> a kumoroifs diaUgue between Ufj^stei anfid Tln^osMl^ h9 
espotes those arts, vihich the /oriune'huntert made use qft 
in order to be appointed the heirs of rich old men. 

Sesidx what ypu bwre eiteo^y told ilie, Tlrcsiai^ aoavar 
to this petition of mine : l^ what arts and expedients may f 
be able to repair my ruined fortunes— why do you laugh? 
Does it already seem little to you, you cozener, to be brought 
back ab/e ta Ithaca, and to b^adUtK^fOMi your (teiily household- 
gods ? O you, who ney«r spBls0 $My IP any one, you sa^ 
how naked and destitute I return home^ acQordii^ to your pre* 
phecy : nor is either |ny magazine^ or my cattle, there unem- 
bezzled by the suitors if Fefndope* But birth and virtue, un- 
kia attended vitii «ib(B«UKie» is tUar tt^Mft IhMi laa-we^. 
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« 

Quando pauperiein (missis axaba^bah) horres ; 
Accipe qua ratme queas ditescere. Turdus, 10 
Sive atiud privum dabitur tibi : devolet illuc. 
Res ubi magna nitet, domino sene ; dulcia poma, 
iEt quoscunque feret cultus tibi fundus honores. 
Ante Larem gustet venerabilior Lare dives ; 
Qui quamvis peijurus erit, sine gente *, cruentus 
Sanguine fraterno, fugitivus ; ne tamen illi 16 

Tu comes exterior, si postulet, ire recuses. 
Utne t^am spurco Damse latus ? Haud ita Troje 
Me gessi, certans semper melioribus. Ergo 
Pauper ens. Fortem hoc animum tolerare jubebo ; 
£t quondan^ majora tuli. Tu protinus, unde 21 
DiVitias serisque ruam, die augur, acervos. 
Dixi eqiiidem, et dico. Captes astutus ubique 
Testamenta senum : neu, si vafer unus et aftier 
Insidiatorem praeroso fugerit hamo, 25 

Aut spem deponas^ aut artein illusus.omittas. 
Magna roinorve foro si res certabitur olim ; 
Vivet uter locuples sine gnatis, improbus ultrd 
Qui meliorem audax vocet in jus, illius esto 
Defeiisdrt fbma civem caus&que priorem 80 

Speme, domi si gnatus erit foecundaye cpnjux* 
Quinte, puta, aut Publi (gaudent prsenomine molles 
Auricuke) tiH me Tirtus tua fecit amicum t 
Jus anceps novi ; causas defendere possum : 
Eripiet quiyis oculo9 c}ti0s mih^, quam te 35 

Contemtum cass&f nucepaupdret. Haec mea cura est» 
Ne quid tu perdas, neu sis jocus. Ire domum, atque 
Peliiculam curare jube. Fi cognitor ipse : 
Persta, atque obdura ; seu rubra Canicula findet 
Infantes statuas ; seu pingui tentus oniaso 40 

Furius hibemas canft nive conspuet Alpes. 
^pime yides (aliquis cubito stantem propil taogeo* 
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Sinofr (eiix*«nldcution apart) jou are m'^Uwd of jp(>v«rty» 
hear by what means you may grow w^thy. }f a thrush, or 
any nice tiiing for your own private eating 6hdl be given you; 
Wmuft speed «wdy to that place, where shine* a g^oai fortune^ 
the possessor bciiig.tii old nmn : delkiDOS tpflk», Jad mMf* 
ever daintjos yoor wdl-cutthrsted ground brings forth for yo^ 
let the rich nmn, at more to be reverenced than your household^ 
god, taste before him : and, though he be perjured, <3f no fa* 
mily, stakWd wHb his brother's blcwd, a itu^iway $ if faedesim 
It, do not refoaoiD.go aloftg vhh him, his cmapuamijm thfe 
cjcterior side*. What, shall I walk check by Jole with a filthy 
Damas ? I did not h^^ave myself in that manner at Tr0y, 
contenditig always with the best. Tou must then be poor. I 
will comiMBd tny iit^gnaat soul to bear this eM 1 1 hA^i ^69" 
merly endured.cvjeagroatfBr. Do you kawewrt Q pr(qph«t» Ml 
loe ^^ectly how I may. amass riches, and heaps of money, la 
troth I have told you, and tell you again. Use your craft to 
lie attattch iar the last wiUs of old men : nor, n one or tifO 
cunning chaps esQipe the angfet by biting the Mt ^ the hook, 
<9tilor ky.m^ kop9, or quit Itie art, Ihovi^ dWappoiatcd in 
your aim. If an affiur, either of fittle or great consejuenee, 
riiall be contested at any time at the bar ; whichever of the 
(MUties lives wealthy without- hdrs, ihottld Hebe A rogue, who 
daringly takes fbe kw of a better mauf be.you his advocate : 
Boirpise^Uie ^tbjseb wbo is iupffripr.ln reputation jmd the Just" 
ness of lus cause, if at home he has a son or a fruitful wifei 
Address him thus : ** Quintus,*'for instance, ** or Publius (deli- 
cate ears deli|ht in the prefixed namef ) your virtue has made 
n* your friend. laan aequaiatod with all th^prtcarious i|uirkf 
of (be law ; I am plwd causes. Any one |ba)l sooner snatch 
my eyes twm me, than he shall despise and defraud you of 
the neUue of 9, deaf nut. This is my care, ** that you lose no- 
.«* thing, l&t you be not made a Jest of.** Then bid him go 
home^ and maJee mooh of himself. Be his soUdtor yourself : 
persevere and be «te|dfait : irheiher the glaring dog-star shall 
cleave the infant statues ; or Furius *, distended with his 
greasy paunch, shall spew white snow over the wintry Alps. Do 
not you see (^all some one say, jogging the person that stands 

• The /«/> jtd* : that U^ give Urn the ttwU. 

t The prtenomm toot the first name^ the three, xthich Romans efeon* 
dition generally had, as Marcus tHilIhi« Cicero, Publhu VirgiUus Mafo« 
tec, X A pareiy upon n bembastk line ef furiiis B»acoliif« 
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Inquiet) nt patiens ! ut amicis aptus 1 itt acer 1 
Plures aoQabuQt thynni, et cetaria * crescent. 

Si cui praeterea validus male filiiu in tfi 45 

Piraetclarft sablatus aletur ; ne manifestum 
Coelibis obsequium nudet te, leniter in spem 
Arrepe officiosus, ut et scribare secundus 
Haeres ; et, si quis casus puerum egerit Oreo, 
In vacuum Venias < perrar^ hifec alea &Uit. 50 

Qui testamentum tradet tibi cunque legendum, 
Abnuepre^ et tabulas a te removere memento ; 
Sie tamen, ut limis rapias quid prima secundo 
Cera velit yersu ; solus multisne coheres, 
Veloci percurre oculo. Plerumque recoctus 55 
Scriba ex quinqueviro conrum deludet hiantem ; 
Captatorque dabit risus Nasica Corano. 

Num furis; an prudens ludis me, obseura canendo? 
O Laertiade, quidquid dicam, aut erit, aut non : 
pivin^e etenim magnus mihi donat Apollo. 60 

Quid tamen ista Telit sibi fieibula, si licet, ede. 

Tempore quo juTei^s Partfais horrendns, ab alto 
Demissum genus Mne&, tellure m^irique 
Magnus erit ; forti nubet procera Corano 
Filia Nasics?, metuentis reddere soldum. 65 

Tum gener hoc fiiciet ; tabulas socero dabit, atque 
Ut legat, orabit : multi^m N^ica negatas 
^ccipiet tandem, et tadtMS l^et ; inve^ietque 
Nil sibi l^gatum, pneter plorare, suisque. 

Illud ad hsc jubeo : muiier si forte dolosa 70 

Libertusye senem delirum temperet, illis 
Accedas socius : iaudes, lauderis ut absens. 
^djuvat hoc quoque : sed vincit longe prius ipsum 

• Cygoi, et vivaria. 
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next to him by the elbow) how mde&tigable he i% how ser- 

Ticeable to his friends, how acute ! JBjf this means more gud* 
^eons 'shall swim in, and your fish-ponds will increase. 

Farther, if aoy one in affluent circiimiBtances has reared an 
ailing son, lest « too open complaiaaace to a single man should 
detect you, creep gradually into the hope of succeeding him, 
and that you may be set down as second heir ; and, if any ca- 
sualty should despatch the boy to his long home, you may come 
into the yacancy* This die seldoBi fails. Whoever delivers 
his will to you to read, be miodiul to decline it» and push the 
parchment from you : do it however in such a manner, that 
you may catch with an oblique glance, what the first page * in* 
timates to be in the second clause : run over with a quick ey^, 
whether yott are fofe heir, or co-heir with many othergi Some- 
times a well-seaaoned lawyer, risen from a Qinnquevir f , shall 
delude the gaping nven; and the fortune-hunter Na«ca shall 
be laughed at by Coranus. 

Whal^ do you rave ; ot do you play upon me designedly, 
by uttering obscurities ? . O son of Laertes, whatever I shall 
say, wiU actuaUy cove to pass, or t^ will, not : for the great 
Apollo gives me the power to divine. Then, if i^ is proper, 
relate what that tale means. . 

^ At that time when the youth dreaded by the Parthian s, an 
offspring derived £rom the noUe iEneas, shall be mighty by 
land and sea ; the tall daughter of Nasica, to averse to pay the 
sum total of his debts, sbaU wed the stout Coranus. Then the 
son-in-law shall proceed thus : he shall deliver his will to 
his father-in^^law, and entreat him to read it ; Nasica will at 
length receive it, after it his been several times refused, and 
silently 'peruse it; and will find no other legacy lefl to him 
and his, except leave to lament. 

To these mrecthns I harfe atready given, I sulgoin that fol^ 

during : if haply a cunnii^ woman or a freed man have the 

management of an old driveUeiv join with them as ^ assoeiate ; 

l^wse them, that you may be praised in your absence. Tliis 

too is of service ; but to storm the capital itself, excels this me- 

• • JUtMmtfyf the fiat wm: M they tmi a cut thtir Uttm xvitk th$ 
stilus (olrtaay dsteribed) uton Vfox, spread on veUiesn or tdbieU* 

fChdnqoevIr ; one if nve cmmiuiuemrs to execute a trauioetion s 
om ^gtctr {ft thomd teem from this peusofe) efws great cwie^unce» 
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£x|)Ugttafe cft^mt. Scribet mala cartnini teeon ^' 
Laudato. Scdrtator erit? cave te ro^t; ultco^ 75 
P^adopen facilis potion trade. P^tasoe^ 
Pevduci potent tam frugi tamqne pUfllieay 
Quam neqniere proci recto depdlere cursu ? 
yenit enim magnum * donandi parca juventns, 
N«c tBQtvm Veneris^ qwuHum stiniiosa culiiue, so 
Sic tibi Penelqie frugi eat : qiui si oemel udo 
Be sene gast&rit tecum pardta luceHum ; 
tJt caais, a corio nunquam absterrebitur uncto 

Me sene^ quod dieam facfcHin est;; warn iispcoiM 
Thesis 
Sx te^tamento stc est elata : cadaver 85 

Uoctum oleo largo nudis humeris tuiUt haeres ; 
Scilicet dabi si posset mortujB : creda^ 
Qudd nimiiim insdteral viventi. Cmitui «dito ; 
N'eu desis optree, nete immoderatus abundes. 
Oifficilem et morosum ofiaadet f garrulus. Uitto 90 
Non etiam nleas. Davui ^cis eomicui ; aliqiie 
Stes caipSte obstifpt), multikm similis nhetueiiti. 
Qbsequio grassare : mone, si incre!>Uit aura, 
Cautui ut2 velet carum €«|)l«t : e^ci&cahe turba 
Opposttis hmnerig : auran sobstring^ loqiiBei. 9S 
linportunus amat laiidari ? Donee *' oKe janf V 
Ad ccelum manibus sublatis dixerit, urgu^ ; et- 
Crescentem tuondis inia fennoiubus utsevi* 
Cte te «ervitio longo cwilqae'ievint; 
£t cert(hn vigilans, * QMartae esto partis 0)ytt^/ Idi 
Audieiis heres : ^ Ergo nunc Bama sodalis 
29uaqaam est ! unde mitar tasn :fbiteM$ Unique fide- 

km!' 
Sparge subinde : et, rf ptedibn piortes^ iOacryiiiare:!:. £vt 

* Vxnit eftfm magno : Bw, (Indlgnom I) Btntl, 
tOffendes. Bentf. 

t Sic pallium potet Olacrimare, et Gaudia prodeater vultu cc3are. 
Bentl, 



ihodiifiiwt dbdlM 1 40tu^ scribble jnMkkdimm?AT^ 
plaud them. ShaU be be a vencber? Take oare^ jfm 49 n$e 
auftr him to ask you : ot your own accord compluaBntliy d»- 
TlVSr up your Penelope to hinit a< preferable to yourself. 
What— ^b you tbinir so sober, and so chaste a wman can be 
brought over* whom so m«ay wiooers couU nbt dkttrt (W>m tlie 
right course \ May be»i becaiue a parctlof yowig fioUoM 
came^ who were too parsimonious to give a great pricey nor ao 
in\iich desifous of ah amorous intercourse, as of the kitchen* 
So far your Penelope is chaste : who, had she once tasted of 
one old doting geMant, and jhtnd witb you the profit, toould 
have been like a hound, which will never be frighted away from 
the reeking skin of the new^kUled game* 

What I am going to tell you, hapjpened when I was an old 
man. A wicked hag at lliebes was, according to her wil)^ 
carried forth in ^anunoer : ber heir boceher corpie^ anoint- 
ed with a large quantity of oil^ upon his naked shoulders ; with 
the intent that, if possible, she might escape from him even 
%vhen dead : becaust^ I imagine, he had preissed upon her to2> 
much when living. Se cacrtioite in your addlresses : neither 
be wanting in yowptiA^ nor tana^diiitify^ «k)A)erant BJr 
voluntaiy garrulity you will f£kxA the tplenetie and moroat. 
Tou must no^ hofvever, be silent Be Dams in the play ; anil 
stand with your head on one side, much like one who is in great 
awe. Attadr him with complaisanoe : if fhe air freshens, ad- 
vise him carefiitty to oc^er «p bift pMeiava fatid *. disengage 
him from the>orowd»,by oj^iosing your shoulders toit : diNW- 
ly attach your ear to him» ijf chatty *• Is he immoderately fon4 
of b^ig praised ? Pay him home, tiU he shaU cry ou^ with 
his bands lifted up to hesvtn, '* Snough ;*' and puff up the 
swdHng hiBiltanMk tuttid spMCbet. When be ibalt -faatt of 
last reteased y^u from your long sertitude and anaety; ap|» 
being certainly awake, you shall hear this article in hi* VfUL 
** Let Ulysses be heir of one-fourth of my estate : Is then 
tty conipantoA l>8niaa now no more f Where shall i finll 
another so brave and so faithful ?** Throw out something efViis 
kind ey^ now and iben & and) if you can « hltH^ weef 
for binu It U fit to disguise your countenance^ wbifib tether* 

• Aurem Bulrft i liig ci e tlnifiis putting theMr Hhtad ihi citrs, Hpf 



a22 . SATm. Lflf. it. 

Craudia praidtfntem ytiltum* celare. Sepulertnd, 
Pemussum aibitrio^ sine soi^ibus cfxtrue. Funus 
Egregid factum laudet vicinia. Si qiiis tO€ 

Forte cohsredum senior male tussiet, fauic tu 
Die, ex parte tua, seu fundi sive dom^ sit 
Emtory gaudentem nummo te addicere. Sed me 
Imperiosa trahit Prosperina : viye^ raleque. Il6 
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Busticani &lii commoda cum uriana vita molestiis 

contendit* 

xioc erat in votifi : modus agri non ita magnus, 

Qprtus ubi, et tecto vicimis jugb aque fons^ 

£t paulikm silvs super his fbret. Auctiiks, atqtre 

Dt meliiis fecere. Bene est : nihil amplKis oro, 

Mai4 nate, nisi ut propria bsc mihi muneraiaisis. 5 

Si neque majoron feci ratione mala rem. 

Nee sum facturus vitio culp&ve mihorem : 

8i yeneror stultus nihil honim ; ^ O si augulus jlle 

JProximus accedat, qui nunc denormat aglellum 1 9 

O si urnam argenti fors qus f mihi monstret ! ut illi, 

Thesauro xnyento qui mercenarius agrum ^ 

Ilium ipsum mercatus arayit, diyes amico 

Hercule ;* si, quod adest, gratum juyat; hacprece te 

oro; 
Pingue pecns domiao facias, et csetera, prieter 14 
Ingeniuiti : utque soles, custos mihi matimiis adsis. 
Ergo ubi me in monies et in arcem ex urbe removi 
(Quid priilks illustrem Satiris Musaque pedestri ?) 
Nee mala me ambitio perdit, nee j^umbeus Austcr, 

• Pnidentem Tttltn. t Qui. 
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wise ^laamid tetaiy your ^, M fir^ die jnonument, wliich is 
loft to your own discretion, erect it without meannes?. Tlie 
neighbourhood iHU commend the funeral handsomely perform^ 
ed. If haply any of your co-heirs^ bring advanced in yean, 
should haye a dangerous cough ; whether he has a mind to be 
a purdiaserof afarmorahoose out of your share^ tell him, you 
wUl come to any terms he shall pri^Hoe, and make it over to 
him gladly for a trifling sum. But the imperious Proserpine 
^iags me hence. live^ and prosper* - - 
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He sets tie conveniences of a country retirement in oppoti* 
tion to the trotMes of a life in town, 

' JLhis was ever i|moog the number o£ my wishes : a portion 
of groun4 not over-large, in which was a garden, and a foun* 
tain with a contim^al stream close to my house, and a little 
woodland l^sides. llie gods have done more abundantly, and 
better for me than this. It is wdl : son of Maia *, I ask 
nothing more, save that you wouhl render these donations lastr 
i^g to me. If I haye neither made my estate larger by bad 
means, nor am in a way to make it less by vice or misconduct ; 
if I do not foolishly make any petition of this sort — ** O that 
yctoi neighbouring angle, which new spoils the regularity of my 
field, could be joined to it / O that some accident would dis- 
cover to me an umJiUl of money ! as it did to him, who ha,* 
▼ing found a treasure, bought that very ground he befbre til- 
led in capacity of an hired servant, enriched by Hercules* f be* 
ittg bis friend ;" if what I have at present satisfies my grateful 
mind / I supplicate you witli this prayer : Make my cattle fat 
for the use of their master, and every thing else, except, my ge- 
nius : and, as you are wont, be my chief guardian. Where- 
fore, when I have removed, myself from the city to the moun- 
tains and my castle (what can I polish, preferably to my satires 
and prosaic muse?) neither evil ambition destroys me, nor the 

* Mefcory* 

^ He tens mpptitd to prendsrotr Idddm treatwet, end tuifxptsted 
gein, 

L2 
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Autmniiusque gravis, LiMtinae qtuMtitf Meffctt. 

Matutine pater, seu Jane libentiils audis^ , S6 

ynde homines operum primos Wtseque labores 
Inttituunt (tic DIs.placitam) tu carmuiis eato 
Principittm. Romse sponsorem me rapis : * Bia, 
Ke prior officio quisquam respondeat, urgue f 
Siye Aquino radit terras, ^u bruma niTalein ^S 

Interiore diem gyro trahit, inrnecesse est. 
Postmodo, quod mt obsit, dare certiimque locuto, 
Luctandum in turb& ; fiu^ienda injuria tardis. 

* Quid vis, insane, et quas res agis* ? improbus urguet 
Iratis precibus. Tu pulses omne quod obstat, 30 
Ad Msecenatem memori si-nente recurras.' 

Hoc juyat, et melli est ; non mentiar* At simul atras 
Vtntum est Esquiltas, allena negotia centum 
Per caput et circa saliunt latus. * Ante secundam 
Bdtoiuft ocaikat fibi adeisesad Putaal eras.' S5 

* De re eommuni seribft magna atquenovA to 
Orabant hodie meminisses. Quintet reverti.' 

* Imprimat kb cura Maecenas signa ftabellis/ 
0izeri«, * £xperiar :' ^ Si vis, potes,' addit; ct Inita^ 
fieptimus octayo propior jam fugerit annus, 40 
£x quo Maecenas me coepit habere suorura 

In Qumero ; duataxat ad hoc, quem toUereiiieda 

Vellet iter facieos, et cui ooncredere nugas 

Hoc genus. * Horn quota estf* * Thrax est Gifflina 

Syro par ?* 
' Matutina pankm cautos jam frigora mordffit i* 45 
Ct quae rimosft bend deponuntur in aure. 
Per totum hoc tempus, sul^ectior in diem et horam 
jnvidie. * Noster ludos spectaverat wok f ; 
JUnerafc in campo ; Fortune fiUiit ;* onuies. 

« QpU tibi Tis, insane, ct qnam rem agit i BmtU 
i Unni EcqiiairesagU} fnuUt, 
I fcwMiw.eMtir. LudMiffectMniitwii. LtMffft. MmU. 
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keayy soutii-inBd, otfr the ^i^y autumni the g4|tii of baleful 
libitina*. 

Father of the morning, or Janus, if with more pleasure you 
hear ^urs^ caUed.by that name, from whom men ccHnm^ce 
the toils' of tfadr busiiiess, and.iiM^t of life (such is the wiU of 
the gods) be you the Ij^inning.of my song. At Rome you 
^urry me away to be bail for some one ; '* Away, despatch, 
you cry, lest any one should be before-hand with you in doing 
that Jriendlif d^ce $** I must go at all events, whether the 
north wind sweep the earth, or winter contracts the snowy day 
into a narrower circle. After this, having uttered in a clear and 
determinate manner the legal form, which may be a detriment 
to me, I must bustle through the crowd ; arid must disoblige 
the tardy. *' What is your will, madman, and what are you 
ali^t ?'* So a wicked fellow accosts me, with bis passionate 
eurses. ** You jostle every thing thaf is in your way, if with 
an appointment fuU in your mind yoii are posting away to Mae- 
cenas.** This pleases me, and is as honey fo fn^/;afa<e; I 
vnll not tell a lie aboiU the matter. But by the time I r»ch 
the gipoiny Esquilie, a hundred affiurs of otbor pepjde^s en^ 
compass me on every side f : " Roscius ()egged that you would 
be with him at the court-house to-morrow before the second 
hour \, ** <* The secretaries requested you would remember, 
Quintus §, to return to-^a^y about an a&ir of public concern, 
and of great cona^^ence.** " Pray, ^i Maecenas to put hif 
ttgnet to these ^blets.*' Should one say, ** I will endeavour 
aTit :'* *♦ if you will, you can,*' adds he ; and is more earnest. 
The serenth year approaching to the eighth is now elapsed, from 
the time that Mascenaa began to redkon me in tfae^&umber of 
his friends ; only thus far, bjs one he would like Ao take along 
with him in his Qliariot, when he went a journey, and to whom 
he would trust such kind of trifles as these : ** What is the 
hour^*' *^ Is GalKna, the Thraeian, a match for thegladia* 
tor Systts ?** ** The cold morning air begins to pinch those, 
that are ill provided agatnst «(;**— 4md such t|iing8 as are well 
enough entrusted to a leaky ear. For nil this; time, every day 
and hour, I have been more subjected to envy. " Our son of 
fortune here, says every body, tew all the shows in company 
srith Miecenast and played with him in the Campus Martius.*' 
Does any disheartening report spread from the rostrum through 

* The goddtst effmnraltt or dtt^h* 
t Utarally, leap through my head and about my side. 
% Bmri eight ^eMtin the mornmy. 

I The first «/ Horace** three namej'-QfiAn.tWt Horatiui, FUccot. 

Jj 3 
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'M^us^ltottrisiiittittipercMspllftffttfAof; m 
Quicunque olmiu est, me consalit : ' O bone (nam td 
Scirot Deoft quoniam propius coQ^agis^ opoitet) 
Numqiiid de Dacis au^iti ? < Na cquidenb' <Otte 
Semper eris defisor !' * At omiws IM MagHent me, 
8i quidquam.' ' Quid ? militibiu promissa Triquetr& 
^nedia Cssar, an est Itala tellure datunis ?* 56 

JarantcMi me Mire nihil, mirntur *» ut amm 
Scilicet egregii mortalem altique sHentf. 

Perditur hec later misero lux, non stnd votls : 
O rua, quaado ego te apadam ; quandoque licebift, 60 
Kane veterfun libris^ nunc wmBo «t ineftftus lioiii» 
Ducere solicitas jucunda oblivia vits ? 
quando fiiba Pythagore cognata, simulque 
Uiicta sattt pingtti ponentur oliucula lardo ? 
O noetes, co&nftqoe Deiim ! quilms ipie, meiqae, €$ 
Ante Larem pr6piiam veBcor ; yernasque procaoes 
t^asco libatis dapibus. Prout cuique libido est, 
^ooat taequaias caliees £oaviva» solutvs 
Ltgibin imftnts ; seu quis capit ama fertis 
i^ocula, seu modicis uvescit f Istil!^!. Ergo VO 

^mp QntwTt nan de villis domibusve alienu^ 
VStcmMmeem Lopot saltet ; lediqiiod mag|i^«wl ao» 
Fertin«t, «t ttesdre malum est, agitamus : Utrtein« 
Dlvltiis homines, an sint vlrtute beati : 
QnidYe ad amicit|a9;i usus ractumne, tnhat nos i 7S 
£t que sit mHara boni» mmmumque quid <$iii» 
Cervius tuBc inter victnus garrit miileB 
Ex re fi^bellas. Nam a quis laudat Arelli 
^oliffitas igoanis opsky sac incipit : < dim 
Utifilktts urbanum muTem ttvs pavpttna leitur 80 
Aecepisse cavo, veterem vetm hoipes amieum ; 
A^per, et attentus quaroitif ; ut tamen arctom 

* Miraotur. t MwiMfPlt. 
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llie tfceettl^ mk<xmr canes mmy w9j cQMulto aw nantenmg 
its** Good sir, hAve you (for you must know, since you aj^iroacli 
nesrer the gods * than we) heard any thi^g relating to the 
Dadans T* « Nothing at all for my part," / rqify, <* How 
you ever«re a sneerer!" ^ But imy SSL the gods toituie me^ 
if I knowctf «hiDg«f tbe nattet;" f* Witt JviU Omar 
give the Uiids he proBused his^oldiecsijx Skilyf or in Ita^?" 
As I am swearing I know nothing 4>out it, they wonder at nie^ 
thinking me, to be sure, a creature of estiaordinary and pro- 
feind seereey. 

Among things of this nature the day is wasted by «ie, aworv 
tified as f am, not without such vixhes as ihese ; O rural ce- 
fireneBt, when shall I behold thee ? and when shall it be io 
my power to acquiK a pleasmg oWvion of a fife fiill of solici- 
tude^ ^ne wliiie «4lli "iie hwikt of Hke uncients, anether while 

in sleep iwikMine? Q whe« shaU the bean velated «o ^'ytlia' 
gocas i, and at the same time herbs well larded wiih£U bacon, be 
set before me ? O evenings, and suppers fit for gods ! with 
wfeach I and my friends regale ourseliws in the presence of my 
)io«sebeld goAs; and feed i^y sney rfaves ^fith viaoAs, ef 
which libations have been made. Tbe guest weeoKdiiig 4p «fiefy 
one's iqpUaation takes off the gUsses^ tffhich are of difibreat 
aizes, free irom mad laws : whether one of a strong constitu- 
tbn chooses bearty bumpers: or onoffter more joyously waaies 
mellow fiMi woderste ones. Then convensdoa arises^ not 
concerning other people's villas and houses, por alielher L&- 
pos daaces well or not; but we debate on what is more to our 
purpoee, and what it is a bad thing not to know — ^whether meii 
are mtde bappy by ricfaes or by tirtue ; or what leads us into 
iaiimaoies, intovest or imial seolitHde; wd nbaftis tbe oalsue 
ef gocd, jond what its yesie^tioOf Mean wUle, m/ aeig^d^eur 
Cenrias prates away old stories relative to the subject for, 
if any one ignoraoily commends tl^e troublesome riches of 
Arel&is, hetbusbegms: ** *9n a time a country-mouse is r6> 
jportej 4o Jure veodved a taty-wsuse into ids peor oave^ an 
pU host his M acquaintance ; a Uunt fellow «nd Attentive to 
bis aqjuiiitipns, yet so as he could on ct^asion enlarge hisjiai'- 



• Ikprmeifitlftr* 

t Sl<iiy w«/ eMtd Ttiqviktn^rom Hs trUutgittarSnm^ 
X Akfdmg f» Huti fMhnfber^sMievii^ the metanpsjfd^ds in suek tm 
§xte»ti m $9 iai^n« *puls M m etim f iMMmigr^a ittf btttm, Jkit it 
ptppoiti f have arisen from some uneHtti /wJMrw iitlxiofm somi parit 
va betn* and othen of tkf human bodjt. 
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Solveretlio^t^animuin. Quid multa ? ikeqaeiHe^' 
Sepositi ciceris, nee longae invi^t avenft ; 
Axidum et ore ferens acinum, semesaque }ar($ 65 
Frusta dedit, cupiens Tariii &sttdia .coen& 
Vincere tangenti^ mal^ singula dente superbo; 
Cum pater ipse don^iis pale& porrectus in horn& 
Esset ador loliu^que» dftpis meliora relinquens. 
Tandem urbanus ad hunc, < Quid te juvat, i|iquit» 
amice, 90 

Praerupti nemo^s patientem viver^ dorso? 
Vin' tu homines urbemque feris prseponere silvis ? 
Carpe viam (mihi crede) comes ; terrestria qipando 
Mortales animas vivunt sortita, neque uila est 
Aut magno ^ut parro lethi fuga. Qup> l>one, circ^ 
pum lipetj in reb^s ji|cuDdis vive beatus : 96 

Vive memor, qu^ sis mvi breyis.' Haec ubi dicta 
Agrestem pepulere, dorao levis exsilit : inde 
Ambo propositum peragunt iter, urbis aventes 
Mcenia noctumi subrepere. Jamque tenebat 100 
Kox medium c<sli spatium, cum ponit uterque 
In locuplete domo vestigia ; rubro ubi coccp 
Tincta super lectos canderet vestis eburnos, 
Multaque de magn4 si^per^sse;^^ fercula coena^ 
Quae procul extructis inerant hesterna canistrii. lOS 
Ergo ubi purpurea porrectum in veste locaytt 
Agrestem, veluti succinctus cursitat hospes, 
Pontinuatque 4apes ; necnon verniliter ipsis 
Fungitur offidis, prelibans-l- omne quod a&rt. 
Ille Cubans gaud^ mutat& sorte, bonisque 110 

Itebus agit Istum convivam ; ciim subitd ingens 
Valvarum strepitus lectis excussit utrumque. 
iCurre^e per totum pavidi conclave, magisque 
]Sxanimes trepidiure| sixQul domus alta Molossis 

• nil. t Pnelambens. 
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^ neither judged him the hoarded vetches, nor the loi^ 
oats; and bringing in his mouth a dry phimb, and nibblid 
eeraps of bacon, presented tiiem to him, being desirous by the 
variety of the suj^r to get the better of the daintiness of hit 
guest, who hardly touchd with his delicate tooth the several 
things : while the father of the family himself, extended on 
fresh straw, eat a lUtle burnt crust and darnel, leaving that 
which was better for Ms guett. At length the citizen addres- 
sing him, ** Friend," says he, ^ what deUgbt have you to live 
** laboriously on the ridge of a rugged thidcet ? Will you not 
**yfcr»e«and<he<dty to tkeseunrwge woods? Tsbemy 
** advice^ and go along .with net jinee. mortal lives are allot- 
** ted to all terrestrial animals, nor is there any escape from 
*^ 4nt)i, either for the^great or. the small* .WhardGoc^ my^^ood 
" friend, while it is in your power, live happy in joyous circuni* 
'* jHances : i% short, five mindful of how brief an existence you 
".tee.** fieen as Ihese flfeeoiiea hid wveu|^ i^wn the fea- 
sant, he leaps nim^y from hit «qtt: tbence ^h«9r, hoiii fVMie 
ibeir intended journey, beiiwdesiiouB tp ateal ji]i4v ^ ot^ 
walls by niglit. And now the night possessed the middle re- 
gion of the heavens, when each of them set foot in a gorgeous 
^•laee ; whcK'oerpets dsroAwMi crims o n grain gUtletod upon 
ivory Qouches,>«Dd many baakpts jf a awgi&copt animtiinaait 
renaainedi whkh had yesterday been aetfy in baskets piled Upon 
«oe another. After then he had placed the peasant, s&etched 
at ease, npon a splendid carpet ; he bustles aboMt Vke an ad- 
roit host, and IkoJm bringiogvp ^one ^ask dose to aoother, and 
with an afietted civilky fflrforms oU the eorenanies, imt tail- 
ing of every thii^ he serves up. He, reclined, rgoipes in jthe 
change of his situation, and acts the part of a boon companion 
in his good cheer ; when on a sudden a proAgious ratmng of 
tbefoldiagaoaf««ho«klhcm%o(h«ffth«r4mMlws. Tonttaa 
they bega^ |o acao^per tU about ike foom, and fiprejod won 
hevtless to be in confusion, while the lofty hou^e BPaguniM 
with the bathing of mastiff dogs. Upon which says the C0UB7 
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Penoniik canibus. Turn rustictt^ ^ Hattd tuba. Yitft ' 

Est opus hac, ait ; et valeas : me idlra cayusqae 116 
Tutus ab insidiis, tenui solabitur enro.' 
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B&raiii serma, liberUOe una Skiturn^aUti^foMi^ - 

et acriter a^jwngat. 

Samdudvh auseulto ; et cupiens* tfln dicere semif 
Pauca> reformido. Dayusne? Ita^ Davus, amicum . 
MaBcifAum domkio, et firu(p ^jpiod^it patis: hoc ert. 
Ut vitale putes. Age, libertate Decembri 
(Quando ita niajores voluerunt) u^re : narra. 5 

Pan homipum yitiis gaudet constanter, et urguet 
Propontum : .pars multa natat, inod6 recta capesseojy 
Interdum pravia obnozia. Sepe notatus 
Cum tribus annellis, modd ]aev& Priscus immi, 
Vii^t iuaequaliB, clavum ut mutaret in hons ; IQ 
JEdibai ex magnit tubitd se conderet, un49 
Mundior eziret tix libertions honest^ ; 
Jam mcechus Romae, jam mallet doctus Atbenis ^ 
Vivere ; Vertamnis, quotquot sunt, natus iniquis. 
Scum Volaoeriui^ poitquam UU justa chiiagra 15 
CkmUidit aiticuloB, qui pro le toUeret, atqoe 
Mitteret in phimum f talos, mc^cede diuro& 
Conductum pavit : quanto constantior idem 
In vitiis, tanto leniis miser ac prior ilk j:, 
Qui jam conte^to, jam laxo fune laborat. 20 

# (Ar.) fanwtuduiB ««sculto. (Dmv,) At cupteiu. Itmt£. 
t Pyigum. .$ Ulo. Davis, in Ok. ie Ltgg. L viii. 32. 
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trytrhiOBSe^ ^ I bsfiB no deiirc^ a fifefike tiiift; wd m hre" 
well : Day- wood and cava secuie- from tUrprises, sh«B^ witk 
homely tare's* comfort the for this disappointmerU*** 
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One if Horace's davetj making vu of thai freedom wbtcfi 
teas allowed tkem at the.SaharwUia *, rates his master itt 
a droU and severe manner » 

I BATS a long while been attending to yoUf and would fain 
speak a tew words m rHum ; butt being a stMre, I am afraid. 
What, Davus ? Yes^ Davos, a fiUthful servint to Ids master 
and an honest one» at least siufficiently so s thai is, for you to 
think his life in no danger f . Well, (ance our ancestors would 
have it so) use die frc^om of December : speak on. 

One ptft of raanirind are fond of their vices with some con* 
stancy, and adhere to their puipote i a considerable part flue-> 
tuates ; one while' embracing the right, another while Mahle to 
depra^ty. Priscus, frequently ooserved with three rings^ 
sometivies with his left hand bare^ Oved so irregularly that he 
would change his robe every hour i from a magnificent edifice^ 
he would on a sudden hide himself in a places whence a decent 
freedman coikld scarcely come out in a reputable manner ; one 
while he would choose to lead the life of a rake at Rome, ano- 
ther while that of a scholar at Athens ; born in the despite of 
eveiy -attribute of Vertumnus |. The buffiioiS Vokmerius, 
when the deserved gout had crippled his fiogtrs, maiotaiaed a 
feOow t|iaf%B Jiad lured at a dally price, who took up the dice 
and put them into the box for him : i/et by so muth less wretch*^ 
ed tiras he thap the former person, who is now in di£Bculties by 
too loose, now fay too tight a rein^ 

' # AftoA fnstituUd in honour of Satnm, in v/hose reign all men were , 
~ " IS foaiii^, U teas kM in December, and the tlavei- at- that fim* 



wrt ptrmittid ts treat thjtir nutters vritk great familiarittj^ 
>i Such a chmils 



t tgmarant people katre a common prov^i Such a chirais too'good 
{•rtoowittyJtobelosiK'lived. •.'.,;.. 

% YettumauiOriHSeaover the ehanget of the teason't, 'there were 
puin itaiuu of «M, and in various forvUf which occasions Vertumni 
m Ike plmal nnmherx 
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Farcilcn*?* ^ A4 te, inqUmn/ '^opaeto, pessime?* 

Fortunam et mores antiqtue'plebis ; et idem» 
Si quis ad ilia Dens sMxttt&'ttgBity usque recuses i 
Aut quia non sentis^ qudd clamas, rectius esse ; 25 
Aut quia non firmus t^totai dl^&ttdis, et haeres, 
Nequicquam coeno cupiens eyellere plantam. 
Roimttis optas ; abw i nteut rostieiR iirbem 
ToHis ad ftstnr lem. Si Dfusquam es fortd vocata^ 
Ad coenam, laudas securum olus ; ac velut usquam 30 
Vinctus eas, ita te felicen dicis amasque. 
Quod nusquam tibi sit potandum. Jusserit ad se 
Maecenas serum sub Isnina prima Tenlre 
dotttivwta ; < ^ttion' oleum fert ocius? Ecqiiis 
Atidh?^ cum magno blateras clamore, fu^qne*^ 35 
Milvius et scunr»| tibi non referenda precati» 
Diflfeeditnt* £teim» fatevr, me, dixerit iile, 
Buef ventre lenew ; nasum ntdori^ suphipr ; 
Imbeciltus, iners : si qind vis, adde^ popino. 
Tuy cum sis quod oga et fortassis nequior, ukrd 40 
Insectere^ r^hit mciior; Tcnbisque decofis 
ObvohtMTitlum'? Quid, d me stultior ipse f 
Quingentis emto drachnus deprenderis ? Aufer 
Me Tultu,terrere : mwium stomeiehtfmi)ue.tenetor 
Dam qom Crisplai docvit me janitor; «dd« 4^ 

Te coDJux aKena capit, meretiicul'a DiE^iim : 
Peccat uter nostrto cruce digniiks ? Acri^ ubi ijoiie 
Natura incendit, sub clar& nuda iucendk.' ' 
Quaecunque ezcepit turgentis verbera caudse, 
Clunibus aut agitavit equum lasicivA Mipinum^ . S9 
Dimittit neque iamostim^ neqite soGbhuiAy lie 
X)itkDT aut format melioris meiite ttni H kl. 

• Fiuiique. flpto^ 



• » -- 



« J 



nA3mMyaL im 

ed stuff tend»?" ** Why, to you, Im^" " inwliat respccfr 
to ine» scoHiidrel ?'^ '* Yott praise the happiness aod manners 
of the uidfeflt Romnn f^^dpfe; and yet if any god w^e on * 
sudd^ iS» rdtieefoii tb iSum^ yeu ifae lame tnur, woiiM ei»w 
nestly begto bscaKMed^ «ithnrlMraueyii»aic;ii»tr«8iiyQ^. 
ofnnbn, thtt what you bawl i^bout is ri^ ; or because yooi 
are irresolute in defending the right^, ana hesitate, iii vain d&« 
sirotts to eztraetyour foot fh)m ikt niti«.' At Itottie, y6a 
long for the countiy ; wtef yam Ate lii'fibireDviattyi evet» fiekle^ 
yo« txtok tiieafaMitt eity to thfikies* If tefiWyou airion«-' 
ted out no-where to supper,, you praise your saUad,. w&icft ^0i# 
eil^'oy in tranquillity ; ilnd flS if w/!ten«ver you go abroad it 
were upon compulsion-, you think yourself so hippy^ and do so 
hug yours4l^ titt you- ai« «U{ged to drink no^itlierli i' JRif 
stolid Mftoenw I^ hia oomimflds upon you to coafte.kile» at- 
the first lighting up of the tapers, tabelaa guest : ** !& tberer 
n<4iody to bring tne oil with more expedition ? Does any 
body bear V* ym aputter with s inighty beUowtng, and thm 
you acour away. Milvius, and the buffi)ons who e xpec t ed to 
sup with yout dfiparty allqr hafiog uttered curses aol pRopexJ 
to be vqpnted* Any one may say, for I own the truth, thai 
I am eaaly seduced by my appetite ; I snuff up my nose at a^ 
aCANuy imdi; I am weio:, 4azy^ ttadiS you'bave a niind to 
add any thing eive, • ««b Bit riaaing yeu awM I am, aidf 
petii|Ni aoBietking wovitk i«by do 90% wUf^l^ ^ me to an' 
account, as if you were ^e better man ; and, with ipedous 
pbraaes» disguise your own vices? What, if you are found. 
Mt to be ii greatef Jbol tlian me, who was punmsed fbr tre 
hundred drachma? KbiiMir to lani^tne wHb yatat k><lb»^ 
zaatrain youe luuMlaiDd>yourraftg0V| wkila Jrdale JL9 you, what' 
Criapinus' porters taught me. 

Another man's wife captivates ydu, a harlot Baviis i which 
of us nna mote deservingly of the gafiows ? ' "^fhi kkn na« 
ture faflooaea mc^ aay tommtti w«Mh^ thac )^cks me up, cBa* 
misses me natbes dMunoura^ iiot.m Ui0>lfiat asttoitous wfae« 
ther a richer or a handsomer man empys her next . You« 
when you have cast off your en%ns of digoity, your eques- 
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T% eiba pnjaetk iiijtgmbtts,.aaaiilo tqaitttgi 
Romanoque habitu, prddift ex judiee Dama 
Turplsy odoratum capu^ obscurante lacernli : 55 

Non es, quod iimulaft ? Iktetmen^ inducem, atque 
Altelrcante libidiiiibat tnmh osss ptvroreb 
Quid refert, liri yirgis ferroque liecaii 
Auctonitus eas ; 'an ti^ipi clausus in area, 
duQ te demist pyeccati co«seia lierilis^ 60 

ContractiuD, genfbUs tangas caput ? Ettnemarko * 
Matroihae peccaittis in ambo justa potestas; 
In corruptorem yel justior ? Ilia tamen se 
Non habitu miitatve loco, peccatve superne ; 
Cum le formidet moUer, ueque credat amanti. ' 65 
Ibis sub fujr^am pnidens, doibinoque fur^nti 
Committes rem omnem et vit^ et ciim corpojre fa- 
mam* 
£▼^8(1? Credo metues, doctttsqoe cavebis. * 
Qussres quando iteriim paveas; iter(imque perire 
Possis. todies servu$ ! . Quae bellua ruptis, Vo 
Cum semel eSu^t, reddit 9e pravaeaums? ...« .... « 
' Non sum moichus/ ais. Neque ego, bereule, fur, ' 

ubivasa . • - ♦ ^ 

Praetereo sapiei^s * argentea. Tollc^ penclum,. 
Jam vaga prosiliet fhems natura remotUh . . . 
Tune miiii<lominu8, rerum impeiiis hominumque- 75 
Tot tantisque minor ; quem ter vin^cta quaterqu^ 
Imposita baud unquam misera formidine privet ? 
Adde »upra f dictifl, quod nonleviiU valeat t nam 
Stve vicarius est, qui servo paret (utl mos 
Vester ait) seu conservus, tibi quid sum ego? Nempe 
Tu, inihi qui imperitas, aliis servis miser, atque 8 1 
DuceriSi ut nervis alienis mobile lignum :{:. 
Quisoam igitur liber ? Ssqplens, sibi qui iniperiosus ; 

• FatieiM. w^tf. f Super. Bntil 

t SIgnum. Dout. Bentl. 



.^ATiarvu; iss 

iduk nagtadjfiW lUffiap haJti/t, tura oi^iftttBk, t grtute laa* 
gistrate a wretched Dama *, hiding with' a c&pe yoyr essencfid 
head : bxjs you no^ reality what you pi^rsonate ? You are in- 
troduced, apprefiensiVe of canseqtiencei ,* aod, as you are al- 
tercatvig with your pastioni, ywir ibones shake ;witb fear. 
What is the difl^arence>. whether you go condemned* like a glof- 
diator f , to be galled with scourges or slain with tlte sword^ 
or be squeezed up n^k and heels in a flhhy chest, where the 
maidt conscious df her mistress* crime^ has stoltrtd you ? Has 
net the husband of the ofiendiiig dame* just powcrofj^tmuAh 
ing both ; against tJie seducer even a jyster ? • But she neither 
chfutg^ her dress, nor place, nor sins to that e^Ecess which you 
do ; since the wotnan fs in dread even of you, nor gives any 
credit to you,* though you ptofin to bve her. You must go 
under the yoke knowingly, and put aU your fortvne ^nd Urdk>- 
hood and reputation, together with your Umba^ into Uie power 
of an enniged husband. .Have you escaped ? I suppose then^ 
joM n^Uhe afraid for the fiUur^ ; and, being warned, will be 
cautious. Noi you wiH seek octsasion when yoa niay be again 
in terror, tod again may be likely to perish* O so often a 
ihiTe ! What beaa^ when it has once escaped by breaking its 
toils, ever absurdly trusts itself to them again T You say» 
** I am no adulterer.'* Nor, by Hercules, am I a thie^ idien 
I wisely pass by this silver vaset. TUce awqr the danger,, and 
▼agrant nature will spring forth, whep all restraints vne reoMH 
▼ed. Are you then my superior* subjected, as you are^ to tl^ 
dommion of so many things and persons ; whom the Irsetor's 
rod, though phiced on your head three or four times over, can 
never free from this wretebed solicitude ? Add, to what hat 
been said aboye^ a thing of no less weight; ybr whether he ha 
an underling, who obityf the master-slave, (as it is ^our cua- 
ttfn to afiSrni) or only a fellow-slave, what am I m respect 
of you ? You,' for example, who' haVe the comrnand of nie^ 
are in sul)}ection to other things §, and are led about, like a pu]^ 
pet which is moveable hy the means qfmtcB not its own. 
Who thep is free ? "fhe wise man, who has dominion over 

nAeemmMmsnuforadavinSiftue. • 

t jtwladiiUor, tvhtn he WM /oJi, wd Umseff under thin sanruituuy 
elbOgmomt, 

X Ar RoaMWif JiiflecfJMi ted ^trtM#itevSt tkatpntUkdwerth^ 
rtit, ^nurpdsritmr, 

MS 
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Qpem neque' panpnyin, neque mors,' neqse vinciilA 

terrent; 
Ee^poBsofe coi^diaibuSi contenmere honoces\ b5 
Voitis ; €t ia teipso totus, teres atque rottmdiif, 
Ettend oe ijiiid Tsleet per le?e morari $ 
la quern maoca rait semper fortuna. Potesne 
£k fais* ut pvofiriiim, quid soscere ? Quinque talenta 
Petcit te mlier, vent, Mbusque rqpulnua 9& 

l^erfondh gdida ; mrsds Yoeat. Eripetivpi 
C0lla jugo 2 Liber^ liher aum, die age. Non quis : 
Signet emm .dotaimn iiaeftteni non lents, et acres 
*Stltgeetat lasso stimidos^ iirersatque negavtem. 
Vel cikm Pausacl torpes^ insane, tabdlft ; 95 

42ut pepcas minib atque «gQy ctim Fulyt ^iitnUieiqtte 
ikut filacideiani conSento poplke minor 
fVselia, rnbrieft picta ant csoIkhm ; vdut « 
"Be yei^ pugnent, feriant, Titentque moventes 
U^poa viri ? Nequam et cessator Daviis ; at ^>sa 100 
^btHss iiretanm jodeK, et lorilidHS aiidls* 
VH ego, ia dncor ^bo'ttuaaiMe : libi iageM 
^irtufi atque animus coenis responsat qpinus? 
4iM>8e4uiiua venlnsmihijtemiciosiusest: cur? 
'Tengo pieoter enkn. Qui tn impufttior ilk, ibftS 
Qass parro somi nequeimt, cQtas obeenia ceptas ? 
Kempe inamareteunt ^ul^e sind-finepetitae; 
sEUoftique |Mto ^tiosvm ferre recusant 
-C^vpas. An hoc peocat, snb noetem qui |Miar 'Xmvm 
Furtivft mutat strigUi ? "Qni pnedia ven^kt, lio 
NO servile, guls parens, habet ? Adde, qudd idem 
Non horam tecum esse poles; sen odaract^ 
Fonere ; teque ipsum vitas, fugitiTus ut errc^ 
Jam vino^ qurarens, jam somno fiiBere eaiwn : 
^rustri : nam comes atn pcemi^ sequitur^ue fugacem« 
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b^onelf ; vbom neitlier poverty, nor deftth, nor ehaiu allKght ; 
brave in the checking of his appetites, and in contemnixig ho- 
nours ; find perfect in himself, poUsbed and round *, so t^t 
nothing can retard him in his level course ; against whom mis-' 
fortune ever advances indBfectuaily. Can you, out of aU these, 
xecognise any thing applicable to yourself? A woman de- 
mands five udents of you, plagues you, and aflter you are turn- 
ed out of doors, bedews you with cold water ; she calls you 
again. Rescue your neck from this vile yoke ; Come say, I 
am free, quite free, you are not able : For an implacable 
master oppresses your mind, and daps the sharp spurs to your 
jaded appetite, and forces you on, though reluctant When 
you, a fool, qui^ languish a^ a picture by ?au«i99; how are 
you less to blame than I, when I admire the combats of Ful- 
vius and Rutuba and Placideianus, with their bended kneesi 
panted in crqyon^ or charcoal, as if the men were actually en- 
gaged, and push' and pairy^ moving their weapons ? Davua 
is a scoundrel* and a loiterer ; but you have the character of an 
exquisite and expert connoisseur in antiquities. If I am allu- 
md by a smoaking pasty, I am a good-for-nothing fellow : 
I>oes your great i^rtue and soul resist the temptation ^ deli- 
cate entertiinments ? A tenderness for my belly is too de- 
structive for me : Why so ? For does not my back pay for 
it? JBut how do you come off with ipore iippunity, since you 
hanker afler.such dainties, as cannot be had for a little ex- 
pence ? Then those delicacies, perpetually taken, pall upon the 
Homach ; aiid your mistaken feet will not support your sickly 
body. . Is that boy guilty, who by night pawns a stolen scra- 
per f for ^ome grapes ? ^nd has hp nothing servile about 
him, who in indulgence to his guts sells his estates ? Add to 
this, that you yourself cannot be an hour by yourself nor dis- 
pose of your leisure in a right manner; and shun yourself as 
ts a mere fugitive and vagabond, one while endeavouring with 
wine, another while with sleep, to cheat care— -in vain : for th« 
gloomy companion presses upon you, and pursues you in you( 
%ht. 

• ABudifig to a f/o^r , rvhicbf Aavin^ ho mpefities, goes pn^otUy an in 
itf course. 

t Jh* rfrigU vfos an inspmmaU mado of eitkfr irpm^ bran^ or silver^ 
Vfhich the Romans uttd if their baan'tat to scrape ttffthe rtveat : there u d 
figure of one 'of them to b» leen in Bately's Andqiiitates Rutuplnss. ' 

M5 
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' Unit nllii iapideiB ?* "Qoonum est opus ?^ ^ 9a« 
de sagittag?* 
^ jbit inianit hoiaa, aut Ten\u ikcit.' * Ocivks Iwac A^ 
Ni npisy aoociies opera i^o fnona fiabiao/ 



SAXOtAYIU. 

Ut Nasidiem Juvit te coena beati ? 
Nam iniiu quaeread convivam, 4ictus h«Ee iUia 
De medio potare die. Sic, ut nuhi nuaqaaai 
In rid^ fuerit inelias. Da-* {«i grave non est) 
Que prima iratum yentrem piacaverit esca. S 

Jb primis Lttcaaw aper ; leni fait AmUo 
Caplw, «t atebat coHHe pater ; acria deoiiin 
Rapnia, lactncas, radices ; qualia lassum 
PervelluBt stomachum ; nser^ halec, fiecula Coa. 
His ubi »uUati«, puer altil eiactus ADeraam 10 

Gausape parpiireo oMmani pertenit, et nku 
Subiegit quodeunque jaceret inutile, qnodquiB 
Posset ooenant^ joffendere; Jut AtUca ylrff} 
Gum aaoris CtmuA^ praieedit £iucm ifydaspapy 
Oscuba Tina lereas; Akaa, CbMim aoaris aspeM. 15 
Hie berus ; * Albanun^ Maecenas^ sive Falemum 
Te magis appositu delectat ; babemus utmmque.* 

Divitias miseras f ! sed queb ccenantibus un^ 
^ndam, pidor^ ftierit tSI^, nftsselaboro. 

fiupmus <^9 et prqpe me Viseiis 11m^ 
Si menybuy Yariut; cum ServiUo Jtalalraiie 91 

VibidiuSy quos Mascenas adduxerat umbras, 



"^ereoBnlf^^jtooe?" ** What ooetm ia there f«r 
h?*' « Where p(iii I |;et tome darU ?*' <* The man is either 
mad, or making rersea.*' ** If you do not tike ypitrsetf awi^ 
in an'inalant, you «hall go«id make a aMth l abo m ar* mt ny 
Sabine eatete^^ 
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A tnuai detcr^iou tf a mUer, ridkuhudjf actmg the ^s»- 

tmvugcnt* 

Mow did t^4nlarfeBianent of J^h^m ^<^HMr UeMfi^m 
jgkaae yipa? for yestecday* atl was seelcmg to su^ you mjr 
jgiiest^ you were said to he drinkiqg these irom mid-day. jit 
pleased me to, that I never was happier in my Ufe. Say (if 
li be not trottUesoine) i^t food fint .eahnad ywur laging up- 
petite. 

Jn the flrat flact^ ibaaa was a I^icaiwui iioar ; whioh waa 
taken while the gentle south wind Uew; as the ^tber of thi? 
jentertainment affirmed; around it poignant rapes, lettuces^ 
n£shes ; such tfanigs as proreke % lan^od ap pe ti te ; akiR«la» 
ap cb o a ieib day of Gom»wiacf. ThQwo«eeKanioTeid» od« 
plave tucked high with a purple cloth wiped the maple t«)>le^ 
and a second jgathered up whatever lay useless, and whatever 
could offend tEe guests ; swarthy Hydaspes advanoea, 13ce an 
Attic maid with Geref^ jacrad otes, bearing winae «f Caaen* 
^m ; Alcon iiri^ga those •f CNns, «ndaiiiage|} hy -the aea4* 
Here the master crie^ : ** Mwfwia^ if ASan or Palempn 
wine delight you more than those sdready brought, we have 
both.** 

Ifl-fhteiffwhea! But, Pundamiii, I«mlB)paii«itaoikM«t 
vlw> were sharan sp Am ftaat Fliere you land ee «MiU 

I was highest, and next me tooi Viscus Thuriaui^ and ha* 
low, if I remember tvghtf was Varius ; with Servilius Balatro 
Vibidius, v^om Maecenas had brought abng wHh ttm, uBtnd- 

• Iktn were eigkt akm^ et kmi h hw ^ jHlaaac^i^aa i i f i i> H» *» 

t Fimegmr made eftuck. 

X Or, that A^ver wis at fca : honie*biewfd. 
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Nonientanas erat super ipsuin, Porcius infra, 
Bidicalus totas simul * absorbere placentas. 
Koinentanus ad hoc, qui, si quid forte lateret,. 25 
Indice monstraret digito. Nam cetera turfaa, 
Kos, inquam, coenamus ayes, conchylia, pisces, 
Iionge dissimilem noto <olantia succum ; 
Ut yel continuo patuit, cum passeris j: atque 
Ingustata raihi porre?cerit Jlia rhoipbi. SO 

Post hoc me docuit melimela rubere, minorem 
.^d lunam delecta. Quid hoc intersit, ab ipso 
Audieris melius. Turn Vibidius Balatroni ; 
* Nos, nisi damnos^ bibimus, moriemur inulti :* 
Et calices poscit majores. Vertere pallo? 85 

Turn parocfai faciem, nil sic metuentis ut acres 
Potores ; ^el quod maledicunt liberius, vel 
Fervida quod subtile e^surdant vina palatum. 
Invertunt Alliphanis vinaria tota 
Vibidius Balatroque, secutis omnibus : imi 40 

Conyivse lecti pihilum nocuere lagenis, 
Affertur squillas inter niuraena natantes 
Id patma porrecta. Sub hoc herus^ ' Hasc gravida,* 

inquit, 
' Capta est ; deterior post p^rtum carne futura.' 
His mistum jus est ; oleo, quod prima Venafri <5 
Pressit cella; garo de succis piscis Iberi ; 
Vino quinquenni, verikm citra mare nato, 
Dum coqultur (cocto Chium sic convenit, ut ndn 
Hoc magis uUum aliud) pipere albo, Jion sine aceto, 
Quod Methymnseam vitio routaverit uvam. 50 

Erucas yirides, inulas ego primus amaras 
Monstravi incoquere ; illotos Curtillus echinos, 
Ut meliiis muri4, quam testa marina remittit. 

Interea suspensa graves aulsea ruinas 

• Semel. f Paslcrb assi, et. Sentf. 



tfeo guesU *• Ab9Te JViuidiMiutf lumself ma Nooifatanwv 
bdow him Porciu^ wfto nmuU hifmdf ridiculous b^ iwaliow^ 
Vi% whole cakes at once. Nomentanus mis prttent for this 
purpose, that IS any Ifaing eiP^^anf shmdcl chimee fo beimeb* 
fenred, he inight show it iriiii his poioting liogec* For tfit 
other eompany, v^ I mean, «Kprointitp|i9i4i^ ofkmUt oyip 
ters» fiafa) which had concealed in them « juice far different froip 
the known an4 common : as presently appealed, iHien he 
iMcfaed to tne ^ entn^ of a {rfaice and of a turbot, Mdi as 
had never been tulid bcfan. After tl|ia» he iHfiWPdi m^ 
that honey-apples were most jruddy* ^ihen gi^effd under iti^ 
waning moon. What diilerence this makes, yon will hear be|t 
from himself, '^en says Vijxdius to Balatro ; if we do not 
drink to his cost, we ihak die in his debt s** and he eiUt for 
larger tuaiUen. A pafeaest pnmH^ cbtnaped ^ MHOtB- 
nance of our host, who fievsnotblng so nuMi£ as h^ 4nQk* 
en : either because they are more ue^y censorious ; pr bop 
cause heating wines deafen the subtUe judgment of the palate, 
"^^dius and Bahtro^ allfeHowing^heireKan^ petir^rfaele 
ftsks into AlHphawMnwtr The 4i/ae$Um4miti ^ Jomeit 
couch f, did no hurt -to the <i^gqD^• A Jivnpn^ m# iB 
broughtf extended in a dish, . in the midst of floatinjg shrimpf. 
Whereupon, ** This, says the master, was caught when preg- 
nant ; wiiich, after he^og 'young, ^mMild have'4)esn less dcu- 
•cate in its flesh." For thsae a JMfle is i«ij»;ei#ip; mthMl 
wbkh the best cellar of Venafiivn fnessed^ adth picjcle from 
the juices of die Iberian fish, with vrine oi ^re yefurs old, bvt 
produced on this side the sea, while it is ^boffing (after it Is 
Ixnled, tbe Chian wine siats it m wtM, that'ae o^er doiBs beU 
ter than it) with white pepper, sad vm^g»r t ul m k t )»ybeiqg vi- 
tiated §, turned sour A& Methymnevi ijr^pa. I ficit jshewed 
the w^y to stew in it green rockets, a^d bitter dicampaqe » 
Curtillus to stew in it the seapurchin unwashed, as'|ieing W- 
ter then the pickle^ which tbe'sea sfaell*li^ yail^k 
In the mean time theiWVPvM ta p «ii»y #i»d» »fl«9tfy 



« Literalfy shadows, i. e. friends jntrodmed hy Miecenas. 

t Cupt of site larger thmsrdhMff, m§llsMAu\ftgm,ffl MHMSUMKmB* 

These were his eym creatures, Nomeo^iaitf and Ppf cifis. 

The. inntgar 'Was mlf spoikd'^vim* 



X 
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In patinam fec^e, trahentia pulveris atn 55 

Quantum non Aquilo Campanis excitat agris. 
Nos majus veriti, postquam nihil esse.pericli 
Sensimus, eiigimur. Rnfiic, postto capite, ut tl 
FiKus inraiaturus obbset, flere. Quis esset • 
^Inisy oi sapiens sic Nomentanus amicum 60 

ToUeret ! ^ Heu, Fortuna^.quis est crudelior in nos 
He Deus? Ut semper gaudes illudere rebus 
Humanis !* Varius mapp& competeere risum 
Vix poterat. Balatro, suspendens omnia naso« 
^ Haoc est conditio vivendi/ tatbat t * edque 65 

Besponsora too nunquam est par fama labori. 
Tene, nt ego accipiar laute, torquerier omni 
Solicitudl^e districti^m ; ne panis adustus, 
•Ne male conditum jus apponatur ? Ut omnes 
Pnecincti recte pueri comtique ministrent ? 70 

Adde hos prseterea casus ; aulaea ruant'si, 
.XJt modo ; si patinam pede lapsi^^ frangat agasp. 
Sed conFivatoris, ud ducis, ingenijum r^s 
Adversse nudare solent, celare secundae.' 74 

Kasidienus ad haec : * Tibi Di, quaecunque precerts, 
.Commoda denjt ^e ita vir ponus es, convivaque comis :' 
• £t soleas poseit. Turn in lecto quoque videres 
Stridere secret& divisos aure susurros. 

Nullos his mallem ludos spectasse. Sed ilia 
B.edde> age, quae deipceps risisti. Vibidius dum 80 
Qu^erit de pueris, num sit quoque fracta lagena, 
•Quod nbi posoenti non dentur pocula ; dumqua 
Ridetur fictis rerum, Balatrone secundp ; 
Kasidiene, redis mutatse frontis, ut arte 
Emendaturus fortunam. Deinde secuti 85 

Mazonomo pueri magno discerpta ferentes 
Membra gruis sparsi sale multo, non sine farre ; 
Pinguibus et ficis pastum jecur anseris albi, 
£t leponun ayulsos^-nt multo suaviOM^ armos^ 
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doiini£tll upeQ the dlih, brining, «]oiig with U mon |>Iick dust 
than the north-wind ever raues cm the plains of Campania* . 
Hsmng been fearful of something^ worse, as soon as we per- 
ceived there Was no danger, we rise up. .Ruftis, hanging his 
head, began to weep^ as if his son had died am untimely dMth r 
What would have been the end, had not the discreet Nomenta- 
nos thus raised his friend ! '* Alas ! fortune, what god is. 
more cruel to us than thou? How dost thou always take 
pleasure in sporting with human afi^s !*' Varius could scarce* 
ly smother a laugh with his napkin. Balatro, snibering at every 
ling, observed ; ** This is the condition of human life^ and 
fore a suitable glory will never answer your labour. Must 
yoh be rent and tortured with all manner of anxiety, that I 
may.be entertained sumptuously; lest burnt bread, lest ill^- 
seasoned soup should be set before us ; that all your slaves 
should wait, properly attired and neat ? Add, besides, these ac- 
cidents ; if the hangings should tumble down, as just now ; if 
the groom slipping with his foot should break a dish. But ad^ 
remty is wont to disclose, prosperity to conceal, the abilities 
of a host as well as of a general *' To this Nasidienus : 
'* May the gods give you all the blesangs, whatever you can 
pray for, you are so good a man and so civil a guest ;*' and 
calls for his sandals. Then on every couch you might see di- 
vided whispers buzzing in each secret ear. 

I would not choose to have seen any theatrical entertain- 
ments sooner than these things. But com^ recodfnt what you 
laughed at next. While ViUdius is inquiring of the sUves» 
whether the flagon was also broken, because cups of wine were 
not brought when he called for them ; and while a laugh is con- 
tinued on feigned pretences^ Balatro seconding it ; you, Nasi- 
dienus, return with an altered countenance, as if to repair your 
t2l-fortune by art ' Then followed the slaves, bearing on a 
large charger the severed limbs of a crane besprinkled with 
much salt, not without flour, and the liver of a white goo8« 
fed with fattening figs, and the wings of hares torn ofi^ as a 
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yi(fiiinii et menilai poni, et find chine palnmbes ; 91 
Suites res» li aon causas narraret earniDy et 
lifltnm doanmia • qncBi dm tic funiniifrultif 
Ut nlliU omnium gustiremof, telat * ilUa 
Caoidfi aflftttet pejor saipentito AlHs f . 



• Vdutiii. iMlt. 
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Iduch daintier dbh than if one eats them with the loins. Tlien 
we law blackbirda alao aet before iu with scorched breasts *, 
and ring-doTes without the rumps : Delicious morsels ! did 
not the master give us the histoiy of their causes and natures : 
whom we .in revenge fled from, so as to taste nothing at all ; 
as if Canidia, more venomous than African lerpentS) had poi« 
adned them with her breath. 

« i. i^ §vtr-rMuU4ii 
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Se, omistit venibut ludicris. Mum eue in phthiophid perdu^ 
cendd, qum fiwnare a^tdHatta H omnia virtuti pottha^ 
bere doc€t» 

JPrima dicte mihi, aimm& dicende camoenft, 
fipectatum satis et donatum jam rude quaeris, 
Maecenas, iterum antiquo me includere ludo. 
Kon eadem est setas, non mens. Veianius, armis 
Herculis ad postem fixis, latet abditus agro, S 

Ne populum extrema toUes exoret aren&. 
Est mihi puigatam crebro qui penonet aurem : 
' Solve senescentem matur^ sanus equum, ne 
Peccet ad extremum ridendus, et ilia ducat.* 
Nunc itaque et versus et cetera ludicra pono ; 10 
Quid verum atque decens euro et rbgo> et omnis in 

hoc sum ; 
Condo et componoi qua^ mox depromere possim* 



THS 
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BOOK L 

EPISTLE I. 

TO MJECENAa ' 

fke poet ramnm/w o0 fwmf qf « hdtenmf htm, mn4 m* 
tolves to appt^ kivuHf whoHy to the st^d^ of pbiUiif^f 
which teaches to bridle the demee and tp p09tp(me et>irp 
thing to virtue, 

my latest, you Mek to engage roe again in the old lists ba* 
Ting been tried sufficiently, and now presented with the fdil of 
freedom *. Hy age is not the same^ nor is my genius. Vei« 
anius, his anfis conaaeFaftad on a {lillar of Hovulea' tapoople^ 
lives snugly r^M^ in the eounlry, that he may not from IhA 
extremity of th? sandy anphitbeatre f so often sunpUca^te Udm 
^eoi]^*s fiivour. Ifonie one seems frequently to ring in my 
purified ear; ^ Wisely in time dismiss the a^ courser, lest 
deridedjba misisarry at last, and hraak his wind/' Now there- 
fore I Wff asid^ boik vpnoe, ^nd att othe^r sporUire iQAlt»rf | 
toy study apd inquiry is after what is true and fittingp and f 
am whofiy engaged m ^is : i lay up, and collect rules which 
Imay beaUeheiciftertoditwetttiiifo ochbn. And lest you 

# W lUHlif wof e vfOfdmfiiff thf* to th$ fMietort wkm <k«r 

t 31h# Jrva 0/ the ompkMuotn xvat strewed with send^ to prfvm$ it* 
btcomtmg tnpfny, §ti40 drink up the blood, 

N3 
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Ac ne fort^ roges, quo me duce, quo lare tuter : 

Nullius addictus jurare in verba magistri. 

Quo me cunque rapit tempestas, deferor hospei. 15 

Nunc agilis fio, et menor ciyilibus undi^ 

Virtutib yene custos rigidusque satelies ; 

Nunc in Aristippi fiirt^m pnecepta relabor, 

£t inihi res, noD me rebus, subjanger^ coiiop 

Ut nox longa, quibus mentitur arnica, diesque 20 

Lenta * yidetur opus debentibus ; ut piger annus 

Pupillis, quos dura premit custodia matrum ; 

Qic mihi tarda fluunt ingrataque tempora, quse spem 

Consiliumque morantur agendi gnaviter id, quod 

iE([]ue pauperibus prodest, locupletibus seque, 95 

iEque neglectum pueris senibusque nocebit. 

Bestat, ut his ego me ipse regam solerque elementis : 

Non possis oculo f quantum contendere Lynceus ; 

Non tamen idcirco contemnas lippus inungi : 

Kec, quia deaperes invicti membra Glyconis, 80 

Nodosa corpus nolis prohibere chiragra. 

Est qu&dam prodire tenus, si non datur ultra. 

Fervet avaritia, miseroque cupidine pectus P 

Sunt verba et voces, quibus hunc lenire dolOfem 

possis, et magnam morbi deponere partem, " S5 

Laqdis amor? tumes? Sunt certa piapula, quae t^ 

Ter pure iecto poterunt recreare libello. 

Invidus, imcundus, iners, vinosus, amator; 

Nemo ade5 ferus est, ut non mitescere possit. 

Si modo culturse patientem cqmpaodet aurem. 40 

Virtus est vitium fugere ; et sapientia prinm, 
Stultitia caruisse. Vides, qus maxima credis 
Esse mala, exiguum censum turp^mque repulsam, 
Quanto devites animi capitisque labore. 
Impiger extremos curris mercator ad Indos, 45 

Per mare, pauperiem fugiens, per saxa, per ignes : 

« Longs. t Octdoi. 
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should peichan^ ask under what leader, in what houie ofsphU 
lotopky I-entpr myself a pupil : addicted to swear implicitly to 
the ipse-dixits of no particular master, wherever the wind 
drives roe*^ I am carried a guest. One while I become active* 
and am plunged in the waves of state^*aflSun, a maintainer, and 
a rigid partisan of strict virtue; then again I relapse insen? 
ably into Aristippus* maxipisl and endeavour to adapt circum« 
stances to myself^ not myself to circumstances. As the night 
seems long to those mth whom a mistress has broken her ap^ 
pointJBient, and the day slow to those who owe their labour; 
as the year moves lazy wi^ minors^ whom the harsh guardian^ 
ship of their mothers confines ; so all that time to me flows 
^ious and distasteful, which delays my hope and design of 
strenuously executing that Which is of equal benefit to the poor 
and to the rich, which neglected jriU her of equal detrhqent to 
young and to old. It renuuns, that { conduct a]i)4 eomfort^ 
mysdUr by these principles : your sight is not so piercing, at 
tfiat of Lynceus ; you will not however therefore despiise being 
an<»nted, if you are sore-eyed : nor, because you despair of the 
muscles pf the invincible Glycon *, will you be careless of pre* 
serving your body from the knotty gout. There is some point 
an pbUosophy we ipay reach, if we can go no farther. Does 
your heart bum with avarice, and a wretched desire of more? 
Words there are, and charms +, with which you may mitigate 
this pan, and rid yourself of a great part of the distemper. 
Do you swell with the love of praise ? Hiere are f»rtain pur- 
gadons which can restore you, a certain treatise being perused 
thrice with purity of mind. The envious, t|^e choleric, the in- 
dolent, the slave to wine; to women — ^none is so savage, that 
])e cannot be tamed, if be wUl pnly lend a patient ear to disci- 
pline. . 

It is virtue to fly vice ; and the first step of vnsdom, io 
have lived free from folly. Yoii see with what toil of mind 
and body you avoid those thiiigs which you believe to be the 
greatest evils, a small fortune aqd a shameful Jepulse* An ac^ 
ttve mercbai)t you run lo the remotest Indies, fleeiog pover^ 
through sea, through rocks, through flames. And will you 

# iuppotti U be a ilatui tf Hercules, made ty Glycon. 

t He c^ntideri pIttloMplifi ve^muncQifineiitinn tlumtrulrp0Hi9§t 
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Ne CUM €1^ ^i» itttltl ininrit et oplei» 
Oisc^re et andire et meHoii credere non yis ? 
QSM circum pagos et circoin compita pugna x 
ItfagBS conMmiri gomemmit OlynpiBy cui ipei, £0 
Cut «t CQiutitto dqlcif «n^ fftilTere palms ? 

VUiof aigentum est auro, yirtutibus aurum. 
O civasy dyes, qtuerenda pecunia pruniba ett; 
Virtiii pott nummoi : h«c Janus tiamfliiit ab iflip 
Ferdoeat*; iMBcrednuntjuTenesdictataseQeMjue^ 
tatvo suspensi f loculos^tabulamcjiie lacerto. 56 
Bst animus tM, Mint mares, est lingua fidesquc : 
Sed fuadrin^Bntis sok lapcam miilia desiat :|: ; 
Plebs erk. At poeri Ittdentes, Rex eris, aiunt. 
Si recte facies. Hie muru^ abeneus esto^ ^o 

Nil coDscire sibi, m^ pallefpere cidpiL 
Eoiday die iodes, meiior lax, an puaroran est 
Nsenia, que regnum recte fiicientibus oiiert^ 
£t maribus Curiis et decantata Camlllis ? 
Xsne dbi melijbi suadet, qui, ^ ram facias { rem» fi9 
Si poesis, eacti ; si hod, qiioeun^ua modo ram f 
Vt propi^ fpectes laciTmosa poimata Puppt : 
An qui fortunas te responsare supeite 
Ijberum ^t ere^ctiUB prasem boi^tatiir at aptat § 9 

Qu^ si me pppulni Romaaus Ibrtd rogaty ear 70 
Non, ut porticibusy sic judidis fruar tsdem^ 
Nee sequar aut fii^am, quse di|iig|t ipae ▼«! o£t; 
Qlim quad vApot aigroto eaota laooi 
Raspondk, fiaferam: Q^ n^ Testigia tanent 
Omnia te adyarsihn q^ectanti^y nylla retrorfftm* 7f 
Bellua multorum es (| capitum. Nam quid sequar, 

autquera? 
Ihan lioniimMli gestit oopdocera pidl>iica : sunt qui 

• Prodocet. f Lkto nupeml, f te. OaUtHt mi MtrpUttum. Cnaa. 
t 8i quadrtngentb sex septem mUUa detont ; 
Cit animui tibi| lunt mom, et lingua fidesque : Pitb» 
*Opttt, ~ IIElt. B«//. ^' 
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not karn and^ietr, aqd be adviaed by one nho it wiser, thai 
you may no longer regard those things which you foolishly ad- 
mire and wish for ? What little champion of the villages and 
of the streets would scorn being crowned at the great Olympic 
games, who had the hopes and happy opportonityof -nctoiy 
without toil? 

SiWer is less valuable than gold, gold than virtue. ** O citi« 
zens, citizens, wealth is to be sought first ; virtue after riches :*' * 
this the highest Janus* from tiie lowest inculcates; young 
DMin and old repeat these maxims, having their bags and ac* 
count-books hung on their left aniik Tou have soul, have 
breeding, have doquence and honour : yet, if six or seven 
thousand sesterces be wanting to complete yoiir four hundred 
thousand, you shall be a plebeian. Sut boys at play czy» 
** Tott sh^ be king, if you will do right'* I^ thia be a 
man*s brazen wall, To be conscious of qo ill, to turn pale with 
no guilt Tell me^ pray, is the Roscian law \iest, or the boy*t 
song which ofiers the kingdom to them that do right, sung by 
the manly Curii and Camilli ? Does he advise you best, who 
says, *.* Make a fiortune ; a fortune^ if you can honestly ; if 
not, a fortune by any means*' — ^that you may view frvm a 
peuer bench the tear-moving poems of Puppius : or he, who 
atiU aniasates and enables you to stand free and upright, % 
match for haughty foitune ? 

If now perraance the Roman people should ask me^ why J. 
do not enjoy the same sentiments with them, as / do ike same 
porticoes, nor pursue or fly from whatever they admire or dis- 
like ; I will reply, as the cautious fox once answered the sick 
^n : ** Because the foot-marks all looking toward you, and 
none from yoy, affright me." Thou art a monster with many 
heads. For what shall I follow, or whom ? One set of men 
delight to farm the public revenues: there are some, who 

i^ItkrewatestnainKometeiiadund tf VfhkkvfM e ttehu ^ 
Jnmhfreqfumeibfmturtrst^K; 



154 EPISTOl. LuuL 

4!lnt8fii* el pMub Tkkat Tmeiitiir annw, 
l^xcipiantque s^nes, qpio$ in yirarit imtlant : 
liultis ocoilta crcidt res fieaore. • Veruoi $« 

J^ito, dua wioMnkm ttudiiique taneii : 
Ii4eiQ eadeai possup^ h^ram durare probantes? 
vf Nullum in oAe smus Qfuls preJLu^ amoenis/ 
Si dixit divai» Ifiowf et aa^e sentit JUOfMrea 
I?cstinanria Imr; ciii n vitioM^ X libido •€ 

Feceiit auflpiciain; ^ eras ferramenta .Teanuai 
Tolletis^ fabri.' (rectus g^pialif in aulft est? ' 
Jifiil ait €8i(^ piw» melius ml ooelibe yita: 
6i aon eit» jui^ baiii solit eve Biaritii. 
Quo teneam Tidtus vutantepi Protea nodo f 99 
X2uid pauper ? ^de : nujat o<enac^ta» lectq^ ' 
Salnea, toosoiMii cpadnptQ m^yig^a fftqul 
Nauscat ac locnplei^ qataa ducit pma trinniai 

Si euftitus inaequafi tonsore capilloi 
Occurro, lideis : si fort^ subncnla pexe 95 

Trita subest tunics, yel si tog^ diciidat inipm*; 
Rides. QM, raaa tkm, pogaat jcntentia seena i 
Qnod petitt» spernit; repetit quod nuper oousit; 
iEstuat» et nt» disconveoit ordine toto ; 
Diniit, sdificaty autat quadrau rotiindis ? 100 

Insanire putae solemnia Be» ncqoe ridei^ 
Nee medici credis, nee coratoris ^g^ere 
A pnetore dad ; rerum tutela mearum 
Ci^m m, at pranrd saetum ttoanchMit ob iiBfUiiii 
Pe te pendentisy te respiciends § amici. tOiff 

Ad summaniy sapiens uno minor est Joye, diyes, 
Liber, honoratus, pulcher, rex denique r^gum ; 
Precipu^ sanus, nisi ciim pituita molesta est. 

• Fnutb. t1ivn».tFadd tVtaXfM, Mtrkl. 

I Su«picleat«a. Mebu, 



#ou]4 inveigle covetous rt'M widowi with sweet-meats and 
'fruits, and ensnare old men, whom they ^oald send like fish 
into thar ponds: the fortunes of manjgrow by concealed 
usmy. But be it, that diflerett stmt tw engaged in different 
employments and pursuits % can the sune persons continue an 
Kour together apptoving the same things ? If the man <ff wealtli 
has said, ** No bay in the wmid mitehiibei^ delightful Bai«," 
the lake and the sea presently feel the eagerness of their impfr* 
tmm tnaHlir s to whMi, if a viciMis buineitr gives the^omesf 
hgymli cr yu " To^monoWi wMkmea, fC shall CQAvey hence 
your tools to Teanum.*' Has he in his hall the aenial bed ? 
He says, nothing is preferable to, nothing t)etter than a smgle 
life ; tf he has not, he swears the married only are happyw 
With what nodre can 1 hold this Proteus, wying Mtit M* 
forms ? What dots the poor maaf Laogh«rAaKiio».> is he 
nAtfbrffMerchan|pghisgafffel«bbad%b5kfaihbarben? lie is 
as much surfeited m a hired boat, as the rich man is, whom hfai 
own Mlky^ionTeys. 

If I meet ytiu widi my htir out away by.aniuiieven baiter, 
y^u laugh at fm .- If I^hah<^ tobtw a nigged shirt under « 
handsomefenid, or if iny'diapreportioned gowofits me ifl^ you 
kugh. What do you do, when my Ju(]gment contradicts it- 
self? fthem it despises, what it .before de«red ; s^s for that^ 
which IttrfyHtfe gle eted ; is dl in a fiermeBt, and isitteonsist* 
ent ip the whole MMr of Mi : .pnUs do#q^ builds up, «ni4 
fkAngsf afwrs to Jwukd ? In this casi^ youlfainlr I am mad in 
the common wnr, and you do not laugh at all, nor believe that 
I stand in neea oT a phyncian, or 6f a gOifftfian assigned 'by 
the praetor; thoo^ yon are-tlfe pitron' tf HiyiMim, and'ans 
disguftoadr tha 'iH-^^aiwI naiiof a<ttpid thai iih^peods iqpmi 
you, that r^taie^ ytou« 

In a word, ihe wise msn is inlbrior to Jupiter alone, is x'lCh, 
ine, honoiiriiBk, 'handsome, listLf, ttng df kmgs, above «B^ he 
is sound, unless wben'dlefluaboMidwtnnilittMiBa K 



kamds to -.., , 

ttHttnee 4F«lr»,'«isfJMii0Mr/irflMf Mn %tltk Asn^* 



• eMHnMdtrdilhttimrt/krmt Waum tMrmds lutfupiU wd ttsht^ Tf 

Itu kamds to tviU m mtt, thdHfMhUf iMfAt 
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EPISTOLA IL 
AD LOLLIUM. 

ffomehim prapMosophit omnUmt opthnutn eise ifiriiUis ma-i 
gistrum dedarat, et ad sapientMB Hudium matur^ capes^^ . 
sendum hortatw, 

XaoJANi belli scriptorem, maxime LoUi, 

Dum tu decllimas Romae, Prsneste relegi : 

Qiii, qiiid sit pulchram, quid turpe, quid utile, quid . 

non, 
Planiiis* ac meliiis Chrysippo et Craiitore dicit. 
Cur ita crediderim, nisi quid te detinet, audi. S 

Fabula, qua Paridis propter narratur amorem 
Grsecia Barbariae lento coUisa duello, 
Stultorum regum, et populorum continetaestus. 
Antenor censet belli praecidere causam. . 
' Quid f Paris ? Ut salvus regnet vivatque beatus^ 10 
Cogi posse negat. Nestor componere lites 
Inter Peliden festinat et inter Atriden : 
Hunc amor, ira quidem communiter urit uthunque^ . 
Quldquid delirant reges, plectuntur Achivi. 
Seditione, dolis, sceiere, atque libidine, et irft, 15 
Iliacos intra muros peccatur et extra. 

Rursus quid virtus, et quid sapientia possit, 
tJtiie proposuit % iiobis exemplar Ulyssem : 
Qui domitoi' Trojae, multorum providus urbes 
Et mores hominum inspexit ; latumque per aequor,,20 
Dum «bi, dum sociis reditum parat, aspersa multa 
Pertulit, adversis rerum immersabilis undis. 
Sirenum voces, et Circes pocula nSsti : 

• neniuf., t Quod. t foaSt UtUe. frtief. 
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£PISTLE 11. 
TO LOLLIUS. 

ke prefers Bomer to all the philosopkers, asm moral writer*, 
and advises an early cultimUion of virtue, 

iVkiti you, great LoUius^ declaim at Home, I at Praeneste 
have perused over again the writer of the Trojan war ; who 
teaches more clearly andbetter tlian Cbrysi|>pus and Grantor \ 

5 hat is kudable, what shameful, what profitable^ what not ao^ 
roothingemplbyB you otherwise, hear why I have thus con* 
chded. The story in which, on account c£ Paris's intrigue, 
Greece ia atated to be wasted in a tedioua war with the Barba- 
rians, Gontoina the tumult^ 6f footish priooea and people. Aa<^ 
tenor gives his oinnion for cutting off the cause of the war« 
What does Paris ? He cannot be brought to comply, though 
U he in order that he may rei^^ safe, and live happy. Nestor 
labours to compose the d^Bferencea between Achilles and Aga- 
memnon : love inflames one ; rage^ bol^ in common. T^e 
Greeks sufier for what their princes act foolishly. Within th^ 
Walls of Ilium, and ^thout, enormities are committed by sedi- 
tion, treachery, iojustiefl^ aiid hist, and rage. 

Again, to show what virtue and what wisdom can do, he baa 
propounded Ulysses an instructive pattern : who, having sub^ 
duedTroy, wisely got an insight into the constitutions and 
customs ci many nadons ; and, while for hunself and his asso- 
ciates be is contriving a return iftto their own country, endu- 
red many hardships on the spacious sea, and was not to be 
sunk by a& the sforms of adversity. You are well acquainted 

« Ttn miiunt ^Uhsopkers and vfrittntn moral tubjtcu* 
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Que Bi cum sodis stultus cupidusqae bibiM^, 
Sub domina * meretrice fuisset tarpis et excon; 25 
Vixisiet canis immiuiil^« vet flS^ca luto sus. 

Nos numeras Bumus, et finigeB eoiitiiipece natiy 
Sponsi Penelopes, iltbtt!olieB» AldKkolfque 
In cute curand4 plus sequo operata jurentus ^' 
Cui puknim fait ki mecBos dcArmire dies, ei ^ 
Ad Btrepitnm cithartt cesBatum f dtieel^ cnhun. 
Ut jugttlent honuneSy swpintde tocte jatrone^; 
itJt teip8^«) Benrea, ao» fBxpetpdceni ? Atfui, ^ 
8t ooliB I sanifBy cmteB ^ydfo^iiB : ^ bI • 

PoBceB ante diem librum cnm lomine, n nofl Hi 
tt^tendes animuoi Btudiis et rebus fadnestiB^ 
Invldia Tiel anaie wipi t0n|iieheie« Nan eu^ 
Que kidiifit «e«l<M, ifeBtitun deing f e ; « ^uidr 
Est animnm, differs curandi tempui io annum ? 
t>imidium hcti, qai coetpit* habet. Sapere mide : 49 
Incipe. VivBodi reefed qui prorogat konmr^ 
RoBticus eispeetat dum deilaat arams ; at ffle 
I^abitur, et l^etur in omne volubilb seTum^ 

Qusritur argentuoi, puerisque beata creandiB 
*tJxor4 el iaciik» pacantur vwnere mtm. 45 

Quod Bd^ eBt, cui ccmtingft, nifni ampliib optet. 
Kon domus, et fundus, non sens acerms et and 
iBgroto dojuini deduxit oprpove fehrafl^ 
Non ammo cucai. Valeat posieBBor tpatUi, 
Si coBiportatis rebus ben^ cogitat uti So 

Qui cupit aut mctuity juvat iilum sic doom ftwes, 
Ut Uppum pictse tabuUe, fomenta podagram §, 
Auriculas cithare collect^ sorde dolentes. 
Sincerum est nisi vas, quodcun^e infundis, acescit. 
Sperne voluptates ; nocet emta dolore voluptas. 55 
Semper avarus eget : certum veto pete finenu 

• Diva— exson. MarU,_ 

t Cenatam. Scaftg^ Cetnatem dncere tomnani. 9fmth 

t Nolb. S ToBMU-»fo<Ugrom, Benti, 
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iritk ^e MHIgs V ^ iiifWM» anl Oka^Mev^i tf lAioh, if 
lie had foolishly and greedily djnwk alopg with hia «lt«ndaQtft 
he had been an ignominious and senseless ^ve under th% 
oommand of a prostitute : he tad Uf«d a filthy dof^, or a hc^ 
Mgbfia^ ia bhnw 

Weare a meneoiwifaar^ and besHMi^^ tooDOsanciilhelM 
of the fiarth ; iite FemUoye's 4iBtorsb useks^ dvoMs, 4#0 M^ 
einous* youth» employed above measure in pamperimj^ tbeiv 
Iwdiet ; att whose glory was to sleep tlU mid^day, ana to lull 
^Murcarastociatby «h6fOUiidirf^1iie4afp. RohbenriMbgr 
nigh^ Hu$ thi9 anj cut mm'ji.^hnnla i mad wOlmt J014 
awe to safe yoursdf ? Bulv if you will not. when you are 
in health, you will be forced to take care when you ^re in ^ 
dropsy * ; and unless before day yoa caU for a book with a lights 
unless yov tmise yoiwr BMnd with stuiy and bootft «iB|doy* 
nents, ym wtfl ^ bgtt aw^ tmd tonnantod with mvf of 
watfa loTO* For why do you hasten to remove what 



your eyei^ but if any thing gnaws your mind, defer the -time of 
curing it fitnn year to ymr He lias half done who has made 
a beginning. Boldly therefore undertake the study of true 
wisdom : ^gin U presently* He who postpones the hour of 
living well, like the hind in Oiefible, waiU mattthewater hi 
ihe river he run off: whereas it flowi^ and will flow, ever rol- 
Ifaur m a e^mUnued stPtanu 

Money is sought, and a wife fruitful in bearing children, and 
wild woodlands are reclaimed by the plouffh. To what end 
all this f He, that has got a conpeteB^, let him wish for no 
more. Not a hbuse^ and fdrm, nor a heap of brass f and gol^ 
can nmv* Apm* fsMi the body nf Ifaeir sick master, or caief 
Irom hi* mind. 3W poaseasor must be wejJ, if he ^inks oif 
enjoying the things which hfe has accumulated* Tp hhn, that 
is a slave to de^ or to fear, Jliouse and estate do just as much 
good as pamtings to a sore-eyed person, fbmentations to the 
gout» music to ears afllieted with collected matter. Unless the 
^Feisefha jweet, e^atevcr you pour into it turns sour. Despise 
plearares ; pleasure boiight with pain b hiirtfiiL The covet* 
-eiis man la ever in want : set a cei^ain hmit \q your wishes^ 

ysw toiU M /breed t9-tui diuiBrteaUt remti^t, 
fMrauWMtavtrjvalwktptrtofthitioaantumney* 

8 
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Innditt'alteriiis macresdt rdmt opumt s 
IitTidi4 l^culi non iDTenere tyranni 
Majus tormeotum. Qui noit mpderabitur ifTffiy 
Infectum volet esse, dolor quod MMserit et meiu ^^ 60 
Dum pomaa odto p^ irim fesdnat inulto. 
Ira furor breris est. Animum r^ : qui, nisi panet, 
Imperat ; hunc fira^iiis» himc tu oompesce cateni* 
Fiugit equ^ tenerft docilem cenrice magiiter 
Ire viam quft monttret eque*. Vep^tipm, ex, qaQ 
Tempore cervinam pellem latrayit m j|uU^ 6^ 

Militat in silvis catulus. Nunc adbibe guro 
Pectore verbay puer; nunc te inelioribuf pffer. 
Quo lemel est imbuta recent, ^enrabit odb;!eiii 
"^esta diu. Quod ri cessas, aut strenuus ant^ 7Q 
{fee tardi^m o|>perior» nee preeedentibus instb^ 
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AD JULIUM FLORUM. 

Quadam de Tiberio ae tui ip$iut amids percmUatutf Jlo* 
rum ad tapientUB shtdmm ^okiriatMit* 

Juu Flore, quibus terranun mOit^ oris 
Claudius , Augusti privignus* scire latx>ro. 
Thracane vos« Hebrusque nivati eompede ^ctusy 
An freta vicinas inter currentia turret f , 
An ping:ue8 Asiie campi coUesque morantur? 5 

Quid fttudiosa cobon operum struit? Hoc quoque 
' euro; 

Quis dbi res gestas August! scribere sumit ? 
^ella quis et paces longum diffiindit in sevuin ? 

• B^pneof t ff. ittfk* t Term. Umtt* 
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' Hie taam^m fenosLiiMbM tt Hkb iUbnag ooncttiiiaB of ano^ 
iher: Sicilian >jx«Dtfl aiavffr ioveotad a giaator lonmiit lliav 
envy. He^ who will not ciirb bif pa$sioQ» will wish that ua* 
done which his wild grief and resentment sugj^sted* while bd 
▼iolfliily aliea Iris leveage with wnsated rancbar. Rage is ^ 
iriiort laadnrai Bwikr VDvr pttffrifi Thirft fifimBiantW, if itde 
Bo^ obty ; do you noftnia it wiJiw a bridle and witfi ,fettar% 
jTke groom forms the docile horse, while hif neck is ye^ tead^ 
to go the w»y which his rider directs ^m : the young hound, 
from the time that he barked at the deer's skin in the hall^ 
campaigns it 19 (|m woods. 19ow, while yaii «» Sroaqg* wttii 
an untainted mind imbibe iostructioai ^loar 4p|ly yoursetf If 
the best masters of morality, A cauc will long preserve this 
flavour, with which when new it was once impregnated. But 
if you lag bahind, n^ vigorously posh on before^ ! neither wait 
|v the kflfM^ ii<V4tiivs tp overtake tboM tbit fiiacade nie» 



£PI6TL£ III, 

TO JULIUS FLQEUS. 

j^iir ynfunrfag ^ikmt Chudiui Tikerms Nero, and tome of 
his friends, he ethoris J^hnu to the sfudgf tffkibsafhy. 

X uofKQ to know, Julius Florus, in what regions of the earth 
Claudiuf, Ihe ste}HSon of Aagostus, is waging war. l>o Tliraoei 
and Hihrut bound with icy cbainai or the narrow sea running 
between the neig|ibauring towers *» pt Afia's Mtlul plnosaiia 
bills detain you? What works is the studious train f plan* 
ning ? In this too I am anidous — V^o takes upon himself ti9 
wihe the nriHtaiy a e fa ieve n ie n ts of Augustus ? Who diifiises 
nito distant agaa thAgbey ^bk wan, and tho prudence of his- 

• Tks HcUemmt, tfthpem SetiRi oad Abydos. 
^tktmigimumm ^Uarningr'Ofhaftniudtki court ondguord tfAn* 

OS 
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Quid Tidiu» Romaitt brevi Te&tanu in <Mii ; 

Pindaric! fontis^q^ non ezpaHiut hanttua^ 10 

Fasddire lacus et nyos au^us apertos? 

Ut valet ? Ut meminit Qostrl ? Fidibusoe Latlmt 

Thebanos aptara modos stodeti auspice Mu8& ? 

An tragic& desaevit et ampuliatur in arte ? 

Quid mihi C^lsut agit? Monitua multumque f^oxi^n- 

duSy 15 

Privatas ut quaerat opesy et tangere vitet 
Scripta, Palatinus quscunque recepit ApoUq : 
Ne, 81 fortd fuas repetitum yenept plim 
prex avium plumas, moveat cornicula risum 
Furtivis nudata ooloribos. Ipse quid audet ? so 
Qiiffi circumvolitas ag^s tbyma ? Non tibi parrum 
Ingemum, noQ incultum est et* turpiter hirtum. 
Seu linguam causu acuis, seu dvica jura 
Respondere paras, seu condis amabiie carmen ; 
Prima feres bedene'victrias praemia. Qqdd si $^ 
Frigida curarum fomenta relinquere posses, 
Qud'te coelestis sapientia duceret, ires, 
Ifoc opus, hoc stttdiMm parvi properemus et ampli ; 
Si patriae volumus, si nobis vivere cari. • 

Debes boc etiam rescriber^, si tibi curse f , 3Q 
Quantae conveniat, Munadus ; an mal^ sarta 
C^ratia nequicquam coi't, et rescinditur ? At» tos 
Seu calidus sanguis seu rerum inscitia vezat» 
Indomitft ceryice feros, ubicunque locorum 
yivitis, indigni fraternum rumpere f<9du!^ 85 

J^ascitur in vestrum reditum vot^va juvenca. 

f Ney. t Sir. 81 tiU cnns est. Bm//. 
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peiees * ? VHai b TiAvm about, who shortly will be oelebra^ 
ted by every Roman tongue ; wfaodmided not to diink <rf the 
IPIndaric smng, daring to disdain comnum waters and opea 
streams ? How does he do ? How mindful is he of me ? Does 
he employ himself to adapt Theban measures to the Latin lyre, 
under the direction of his muse ? Or does he storm and swdl 
In the pompous style of tragic art ? What may I expect from 
Cdsos ? He has been advised, and the advice is still often to be 
repeated, to acquire stock of his own, and forbear to touch 
whatever writings the Palatine Apollo has received ; lest, if it 
chance that the flock of birds should some time or other come 
to de^naod t|ieir feathers, hi^ like the daw stripped pf his stolen 
colours, be exposed to ridicule. What do you yourself jondei^ 
take ? What Uiyipe are you busy hovering about ? Your ge- 
nius IS not small, is not uncultivated and shamefully rough. 
W^batberyoU edge youv tongue for pleading causes, or whe- 
ther you prepare to give counsel in the dvU law, or whether 
you compose some lovely poem; you will bear o^ the ^t 
prize of the victorious ivy. If now you could quit the col^ 
fomentations of care ; whithersoever divine philosophy would 
kid you, you would go. Let us, both small and great, push 
forward in .this woric, in this pursuit ; if to our country, if to 
purselves we would live dear. 

Tou must also write me word of this, Whether Munatius if 
of as mueh concern to you as he ought to be ? Or whether 
the iQ»patchfld recoociUation in vain doses, and is rent asun- 
^ again, ^ut, whethejr the hot blood ofy<mryomk or inex- 
perienoe exasperates you, wild both as unroanaged cpursers, ifi 
iriistever |dace you five, too worthy to break the fraternal bond 
^ani%, a devoted heUer is feeding agunst your return. 

• Or, Mi wuUteiy and pee^ful Ifpnwrt, 
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SnSTOLA IV. 

AD ALLIUM TIBULLUH. 

ritatem convertit. 

As»if nostrorum Siennoiiuxo caadide jndes» 
Qtud nuoc te dicam ficen m ii^gioDe FmAmk9 
Beribmt quod Gtid FanaM^i opweida vioeaft $ 
An tadtam olnu inter reptare salubrea^ 
Curantem qoidquid dignum wpiente bonoque pft7 S 
Nob tu corpus ecas sina pactoae. Di tibi faaM% 
Dt tibi divkiai dedarunt^ artaaoqaa fir^ien^. 

Qoid Yoveat dulci nutricula nujus aliunno, 
Qui sapere* et &rl poftut qu« aentiat * ; ^ «i|i 
Gratia» faina* valauido c4Mitiiigat abwMl^ 10 

jBt mandus viotua f » no9 dafidc^te erotneBft I ? 

Inter ipem cutamq;tia> tintore^ inter et iras^ 
Omnen) crede diem ^i diluxisse «ipcmiu«« 
Grata sapenmatt, qiua aon ipcaabitnr, iwaa* 
Me pinguaoft et BitiikiBi bend cund^ cute mc^ IS 
f)\)m ridere Toles^ tpicuri de ffegfi porcum. 



EPISTOLA V. 

AD TORQUATUHf. 

Invitat eum ad frugalem comam, $td mun4am et geniptemm. 

Oi potes Arcbiacis § conyiva reeumbere lectis. 
Nee modica coenare times olus omne patella f 

• Qu\m Mpere« et fari ut posdt on* leotiat : utaue. 

f Jit (lomua, et vlctut.^ Btitl, | ramcein. a#vM. | aichaldt- 
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EPISTLE IV. 

TO ALBItrS TIBULLUS. 

/fc deeiaret Ati acfSompli$hmentSf and tfier propotmg th9 
thought tf death, converts it into an occasion if pleasantry* 

AXMUS, thou ctndid critic of my discourses, what shall I say 
you are.iimr'da&og in the comitiy about Pedum? Writing 
what may excel the works of Caaaius Parmtnaia; or aannter<^ 
Ing aOently among the healthful groves, concemiiig yourself 
dNNit every thing worthy of a wise and good man ? z ou were 
not a body without a mind. Hie gods have given you a beau* 
tjf^ Ibm, the godt Aaw gtom you wealtht and the faculty of 
CDJoyiogit. 

What greater Uassing could f Qi|rse solipt for her hdoved 
child, thah that' he might be wise, and able to express his sentir 
ments ; and that respect, reputation, health, might happen to 
him in abundance^ luid a ^eeeiit fiTha^, with a nevei^ftilfng 
purse? 

in the midst of hope and care^ in the midst of fears and dis- 
quietudes, think every day that shines upon you ts the last. 
Thus die hour, which shaU not be expected, will come upon 



jou an agiveabie mamoiu 

When you have a mind to kueh, you ahaU see ne fat afM^ 
||eek with good keeping, a hog of Epicurus' herd* 



EPI6TLB V. 

TO TORQUATUS. 

Mt nwites him to a frugal euterkmmmtf M a tteanijf tmd 

eheerfiUone* 

Ip you can be contented to repose yourself as my guest upon 
Aicfaias* conchc^ and are not ifiraid to mak« a whole meal of 



Supremo te sole donu, Torquate, maiiebo. 
Vina bibes kerum Tauro dilto^palastres 
Inter Minturnas Sinuessanumque Petrinum. • S 

Sin melius qui4 babes, ar»f^ f vel iviperium fer. 
Jamdudum splendet focus, et tibi munda siipellez. 
SCtle kres spea, et eertaoriiia c^darum, 
Bt Meidii cansaffi. Cras nato Caesare festus 
Pat veniam somnnmque diei : impiuie liMl^ilk ' fo 
JSstinun iomoiie bemgao teipdere * aocleiik 
Qod wbi fyftaxam f , ri non coneedltur lod ? 
Iharcai ob bsredis curam, nimiiimque we^&m, 
Assidet insaoo. ^atpre et flpai8er# itoei 
i»o^iwn, patiarqiie ml iqiionmltiM hajptri. 1 f 

Quid non ebrietas designat? Opertareclucfit, 
l^ves jubet esse ratas, ad pro^Sa trudit inerteiOt 
Sollcitis aoimis onus evvai^ ^ddotcet aitM. 
V«ci»Bdi laltctt quioft iionieoevediserliiai? 
Centractl^ quem non in paupertate spbitum ? SO 

Htec ego procurare et idoneus imperor^ et ooa 
InTitus; np Uitj^ tior«l» oe MndidA m&ppm 
jCorruget Dares ; ne non et caalliaMM «t Itlit: 
Ditettdae dH te ; ne fidos inter amicot 
Sit, qui cUcta foras etiminet; ut coeat par, 25 

Jungaturque pari, ^rutum % tibi, Septimiiimqiie^ 
Et, nisi coena prior potlorque puella Sabinum 
petinet, assumam. Locus est et pluribus umbris ; 
Sed nimis arcta premttnt aUdft eanTivia caprae. 

Tu, quotus esse velis, rescribe ; et, rebus omissis^ 
Atria senrantem postieo fid)e cttentaml 31 

X Sotram tUH, Septichnnqae* 



htti» from a moderate dish ; I will expect ]rou, Torquatus, at 
my hoiue about aun<4el. Yon- aktXk drink wine poured into 
the vessel in the aedtStA tdtiUflAlp of Taurus, produtxd be- 
tween tbe fenny Mintums and Petrinum of Sinuessa. If you 
have any thing bet^ eend fov ii^ or bHiig your coDimands. 
Bright shines my hearth, and my ftirniture is clean for you al- 
ready. DMtoiis#»ahy bori» aiii oialLsHitoK iiches, and 
Moschus' c^se. To-morrow, a festal day on account of Cae- 
sar's birth, admita indulgeoce and repose. We shall have free 
fiberty to prolong the summer evening with friendly conversa- 
tion. TV) irhat pt&po^e have I fbttune, if t may not ww it ? 
He that is spatttg m» fitnfgltflH Wa heisi aMd Mo irigg«idly» 
is next ne^j^bour to a awd^«»k I wiU bqpw to driak ani lo 
acatter flow«rs» and I will endure even to be accounted incons^- 
Aerate. What does not wine freely dtunketi enterprise ? It 
diselottit secrets ; commatidsout hopes to be ratified ; ptisbea 
tbe cowatd oa to t^e flght f iMao«cs Ike fwessoM fMm trmi- 
Uedndods; teacbts theaiis* Whom bare «otpkntifalc«p0 
made eloquent ? Whom have theif not made free and easy uii» 
der pinching poverty ? 

SimIo ntii bodfthe proper pefson^ wtA not unwiUing, am 
ditoged to iaha eflw of tlMwe partiinU^gs that n» ditty oo* 
tenag tn the coueh* bo £mi1 Bapkia coBtcjMt your noae iito 
wrinkles ; and that the cup and the dish may show you to 
yourself ; that there be no one to carry abroad what is said 
among faitlrfal friends;, that eqiiab may meet and be joineji 
^Uhequals. I will add to yon Btirtas, aftd Ak|iUmiu% and At- 
bmua, unless a better eatertaiflintet and amlatresa more agnte« 
aUe detain him. There is room also for many introductions ; 
but goaty ramminess ia oflenave in companies^ that are too 
much crowdedi 

Do 7M1 tnUs wotit what number ym «mdd be i aad,»t» 
tiiy aside busineaai thwugli the back-door give th^ dip to yooff 
client who keeps guard in your court. 



^ I 
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fiPISTOLA VI. 

' I kj} NUMICIUM. 

SapieiUiMmkiladmirari prater mrhOmii^ i 

iSTiL admirari propS ies est una, Nuo^ici, 
Solaque, qius pos^t facere et senrare beatum. 
HuDC soiem, et Stellas, et decedentia certis 
Tempora momentis, sutit qui foimidine nulUfc 
Imbuti spectent. Q^id censes munera terrae ? i 
Quid» maris extremos Arabas dtstantis et Indos ? 
iiudicra quid, plausus, et amici dona Quiritis ?•— i 
Quo spectanda modo, quo sensu credis, et ore ? 
Qui timet his adversa, fere miratur eodem 
Quo cupiens pacto : pavor est utrobique molestus : 
Improvisa simul species exterret * utrumque. 1 1- 
Gaudeat, an doleat ; cupiat, metuatne ; quid ad rem : 
Si, quidquid vidit melius pejusve sua ipe, 
Defixis oculis animoque et corpore torpet ? 
Insani sapiens nomen ferat, sequus iniqui ; 13 

Ultra, qu^m satis est, virtutem si petat ipsam. 

I nunc, argentum et marmor vetus sraque et artea 
Suspice : cum gemmis Tjrrios mifare colores : 
Gaude, qu^ spectant oculi te mille loquentenR 
Gnavus mane forum, et vespertinus pete tectum ; SO 
Ne plus frumenti dotalibus emetat agris 
Mutiusf , et (indignum, qu^ sit pejoribus ortus) 
Hie tibi sit potiiis qu^m tu mirabilis illi. 
Quidquid sub terr& est, in apricum proferet aetasy 
Defodiet condetque nitentia. Cikm bene notum 25 
Porticus Agrippie et via te conspexerit Appt; 
Ire tamen restat, Numa qud devenit et Ancus. 

• Sxercct. MtrU, fMutns. Bntl, 
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EPiStLE VI. 
to NtTMICIUS. 

That a wise num is in love with nothing hut virtue* 

To .d»i« «rthU^ i. dm<«t the one «a 6nly fti^, Nu»i. 
cius, which can mains and keisp a wan happy. Hioe ore sonSe 
who yiew this sun, and the stars, and the seasons retiring at 
certain periods, untainted with any fear. What do you think 
of the gifts of the eaVth'^ What of the sea, that enriches the 
remote Arabians and Indians ? What of scenical diows, the 
applaiM^ and. favours of the kind Roman ? . In what manner 
do you think th^ are to be looked upon, with what apprefaen* 
sions, and with what countenance ? He, that dreads the re- 
terse of Aese, admires them almoist in the same way ai he that 
desires them : fear alike disturbs both ways ; an unforeseen 
turn of iUngs equally teAifies each of fliem : let a man rejoicfe 
orgrien^ desire or fear ; what matters it-^if, whatever he 
perceives better or worse than his expectations, with down- 
cftst look he be stupified in mind and body ? Let the wise miait 
bear the name of fool, the just of unjust; if he pursue virtue 
itself beyond proper bounds. 

Go now, look with transport upon silver, and anUque mar^ 
fale^ ind brazen statues, and the arts ; admire gems, and the 
Ti^rian colours : rnoice^ that a thousand eyes are fixed upon 
you while 3n)u s^ealc : industrious repair early to the forum, 
late to your house, that Mueius may not reap more grun than 
yout from his lands gained in dowry, and (unbecoming indeedf 
since he spfung fron^ meaner parents) that he may not be an 
ol^ect of vimiration to you, lather than you to him« Whatever 
is iff the earth, tmie wiU bring fortii into open day-light ; will 
bury and hide things, that now shine brightest When Agrip- 
pa*s portico, and ^e Appian way, shall have beheld you well-' 
known and illustrious ; still it remains for you to go, where 
Numa and Ancua are arrived. If your side or your reins are 

P 
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Si latus ant renes morbo tentantur acuto. 

Quaere fbgam morbL Vb raot^ tivere ? Qub non ? 

Si virtus hoc una potest dare, fords omissis so 

Hoc age deliciis. Vlrtutam wtw putes, ut 

Lucum ligna ? Cate» ne portus occupet alter : 

Ne Cibyratica» ne Bithyna n^Uaperdas. 

Mille talenta rotundentur, totidem altera ; porrd 

Tertia sKM^cedapty et 4pm pars quadrat aaar¥9m* 35 

Seiiieet motJtem cnaa «bta, itdemqae^ at wmkMf 

St gehuB, et fbrmam tegina Pecunia donat t 

Ac bene nummatum decorat. Suadela Venusqne, 

JManeipiiB lucM^les c(get seri» CappadcNwrn fax : 

Ne fiseffis hie tu. Cfaiamydas LacalhH, ut aiaaty 40 

Si posset centum scense prsebefe rogatus, 

* Qui possum tot ?' ait : * tamen et qpmxgiXDp et quot 

bakelK> ^ 
Ifittam :* pdst paul^ «ci^nt, nU millia ^uiii^e 
S^se domi chlamydtim ; partem, vel tofltiret dmnes. 
Bxilis domus est, ubi non et multa «upersunt« 45 
£t doninum fallunt, et prosunt fui^biis. Stgo^ 
Si res sola potest facere et servare beacum, 
lifoc primus repetas opps, hoc po^emus omSttas. 
SI fbrtunatum species et gratia pnestat; 
Mercemur ternun, qui dictat noanina, kenm 50 

Qi^ fodicet* latns, et cogat trans poadera dextfani 
P&rrigere : * Hie muhdm in Fabi& valet, ille Velina : 
Cui libet f , is fasces debit ; eripietque €uru)i9« 
Cui votati importunus ebor : Fratar, Pater, adda c 
Ut odique est aetae, ita quemqtie fecctus adopta. S5 
Sf ben^ qui cOenat, ben^ tivit ; lacet, ^mAs 
Quo dttcit gula : piscaranr, Tenamur, ut olim 
Gargilius ; qui mane plagas, venabula, servos, 
Differtum transire forum populumque :|: jubebat ; 

• Fodiat. f Cullibet h!c. 

:t Pontemque. Fab, Can)puinque> fitntl* 
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llcted with an uatt' Mmtms uA a fmatdy Ur «h« dii* 

alone can confer tbU diicar^Qg pleasure^ itzpiuouslj pucsii^ 
it. Do you ^ink virtue is a set of words, as a grove is t^ 
fared <f4nH^ Be k yoitr ea>e» that no other enter the port 
before you : that y<aiA lose .oat yaiir «ial^\Mi Obyra, witli 
BkhynUu X<et tba nwd wip ol « tltpufun^ NiMM* te «oMt 
pleted, as many tnore ; ^ber, |et a third thousand succeed 
and the part ivhich nuiy s(|uare the heap. For why, sovereign 
■looey gives i ^Mtn^utargt'^ar^ioti, and credit, and friends* 
and fainii>^.Hid lua a ilf » ani tfu gcOd^m, ItesMliMiBl 
Venu% grace the well-monied man. The king of the Cappaf/ 
dociaps, though rich in slavef, is in wfuit of eoin : he not yoii 
Uke him. Lucullusb as th^ My; bennig asked if he oould lend 
ahundicd dfoaki fiir the stagey ** How can I ha:fe so many ?" 
Mad he : *< yet I wiU see^ and send as many as I have :*' • 
little after he writes, that he had five thousand cloaks in hia 
house ; they might tadre'part of them, or alL It is a scanty 
houae^ where there are not many thmgs superfluous^ and which 
Mcape the owner's aotfee, and are tfi ^aia of pilfering sUvea. 
If ^en wealth alone can make and keep a man happy, be fira( 
Ip hennaing Ihw w(»k» he hut in k»vix)g it off usplandelfc 
•aipopularUy pake a man fortunate; liiMpniehaieasiavey 
to (£ctate to us the names ofth$ cilKNWUb !» |eg ua en the left 
mde^ and to make us stretch our hand oyer all obstacles^ 
** Tbh man haa mu$ih interest m the Fahiaii» that in the Vellna 
iribe ; tlus witt give the fasces to any one, and indefatigably 
aotive snatch the cunite iVoiy from whom he pleases p add 
the name^ rf Falhert Broaier : aoMisdiiig as the age of ead^ 
is, soeourtimslyadopthim. If he^wlio feasts we9» Uvea well | 
it is day, let us go whither our appetite )ea49 us : let us fisb» 
let us hunt, as ma some time Gargilius ; who ordered his toils^ 
bunting-spears, skves, eariy m the morning (o pass through 
the crowM ftioim and the people ; thaftwis m«]e aatosg mi^ 
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Unas lit ^ midtis populo tptctuAe nUmt 6B 

Emtuui mollis f^xmii. Cru^i tomidiqae lavemur^ 
Qaid deceat, qind non, obUti; Cserite cerft 
Digni ; remigiiim vitiosiun Ithapeusis Ulyssci 
Cut potior patri& fait interdicta voluptas. 
Si, Minmermus ad censet, rind amore jodsque 6S 
Nil est jacundam, yivas in amore jocisqae. 
Vive ; vale. Si quid novisti rectius istis 
Candidal imperti ; ri non^ his uiere mecumr 



EPISTOLA Vn. 
AD MJECBMATBM. 

« 

^gcusut te Macenatif qu^ ab urbe abnt di¥HiU ; fttm ^U9 
m $e benepda ita C9mmendat, tU iiberiatem baieficiit om^ 
' nibut poHvrem ene dedaret, 

QjdiNQuE dies t&i ppllicitus pie r^rp futuruniy 

Sextilem totum mend^z desideror. Atqui, 

Si me yivere vis * sanom rect^ae valentem ; 

Quam mihi das asgro, dabis egrojtare limenti^ 

Mascenas, veniam : dum ficus p^ma calorqu^ 5 

DesignatoreiQ decorat lictoribus atris ; 

Dum pueris omnis pater et matarcula pallet; 

OfiSciosaquesedulitas et opella forensis 

Adducit febresi et testamenta resignat. 

Qudd ri bruma nives Albanu illinet agris, lo 

f^ mare descendet vates tuus, et ribi parcet^ 

• Rect^que vidtre. 
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ny» in titf ijgbt of the perale, miglit ntura latM with abotr 
purehaaed With money, ijet us Guthe with an indigested u^ 
full-sirollen stomach, fot^dng what is becoming, what not ; 
desenrn^ to lie eniplled ameng the «iti«cns ef Oeie * ; Hke 
the deprav^ ereir of Upases ef IlfaaiC8> to vhom CofliMdea 
plaagtire was dearer than their country. I^ as Mimaermw 
uunks, nothing is pleasant without love and mirth, live in Iotq 
and mirth. 

Uve : be hapff » If you know ef any thing preferable iQ 
these fiMTMi^ (miiM^&mmm»t$ it i if ao^ inth me mak^ 
vaeof tbeie* 



EPISTLE yiL 

TO MACBNA& 

Se imMm lo UtBcmat fir l^ long lAtencefittm Sotn^s 
ana aminifledges ft^'sfawurt to hiM in such a manner^ as 
#0 declare Ufterty prtferable to all other blessings, 

JEl AmM proiqked you thit I would be in the country but 
Bife days, fitlse to my werd> I am absent the whole month of 
August f. But, if you woidd have me live sound and in per- 
fect health, the indulgence which yon grant me, Maecenas, 
when I am ill, you win grant me oiiro when I am afraid of be* 
ingiUs while tUfi^ne^theftiat figs, and the oMftMima; heat 
mces th^ undeftak^ wkh his hlack attendants ; while evciiy 
ftther and mother turn pale with fear for their children ; an^ 
while over«acted diligence^ and attendance at the forum, bring 
on fevera and unseal wills. But, If Ae winter shall scattS 
•now upon the AlbaafieldB, your p6et wUlgo down to the sea^ 

# XJke Cacfitet, han/ing ucurtd th» vestal virgmt and t$aelart gptUi tf 
Aerne, tnibm U toatsMM ty iA« Gttuitt tv#r« mtfarded wM Ouf^ 
vtlegts ^cUtzent s bui afurworis takug fori vnth Tarqidn, thty %utra 
S*pnvt4 pf the. rigbt «/ vtlng at eU^tiams fad ntnUtd If tbausliw ; 

Science Cseiite cerft, &r Caeritom (sbuBs digni, fit to be enrolled ^th 
te CiBtitet. became a term of great peproacH, 

-¥ Intheeid stUe of the Romans, a$td b^ore the adttitfon 0/ January and 
F«>ruary to their ialemdar, SextUis denoted the siztb months Ouyenr bf 
linning xviA March. // afterward received the nnme ef August, M A»- 
now ^Augustus ; a# QuiotiUt, (the filth month) ^Hfot dtnmmMkdMjt 
^MM Julius CsBiar. 

P5 
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Contnctosque leget ; tc^ dolds anuce^ reriset 
Cum Zepbyru^ u oopcedes, et hinmdine prima. 
Non, quo more pym vesd Calaber jobet hospesy 
Tu me fecbti locoplctem. * Veseere sodes.' 15 

* Jam satb esL* * At tu ^piantumvis toUe.' * Be- 

nigne.' 
< Non inviia feres fmem mttnuseola panrit.' 

* Tarn teaeor douo, <pkm u dimittar onustos.'- 

* Utlibet : baec p6rcu hodie oomedenda relinqnes.* 
Prodigus et stultus donat que spemit et ocfit : 20 
Haec s^ges iugratos tulit, et feret omnibus anuis. 

Vir bonus et sapiens dignis ait esse paratus *; 
Nee tamen ignor^t, quid (dutent asra lujunis. 
I>%num prsKtabo me etiam pro laude merentis §. 
Quod si me noles nsquam discedere, reddes 25 

Forte latusy uigros ai^st& fronte capillos ; 
Reddes dulce loqui ; reddes ridere decorum, et 
fnter vina fuj^am Cynarse mfsrere protervs. 

Forte per angustam tenuis vulpecula f rimam 
Kepserat^ia cumeram frumesti; pastaque, rursib SO 
Ire forju pleno tendebat corpora frustrL 
Cui mustela procul, * Si vis/ ait, * effugere istinc, 

* Macra cavum repetes arctum, quern ma<2ra subbti.' 
Hac ^go si compeUor jmagine^ cuncta resigno ; 

Nee somnum plebis laudo satur altiliumj nee d5 

Otia divitiis Arabum Uberrima muto, 

Sspe verpcundum laudasti ; Rexque, Paterque 

Audlsti coram, nee verbo parciiis absans : 

Inspice, si possum donata reponere betus.. 

Haud male Telemachus, proles paidentis j: Uljrssd; 40 

• Pwatum. t Nitedula. Baith % Sapieoti*. JArif. l^ tFattf. 

* f Pro laude merentb^/tfr Uude p romcrentb : likt quam rem cunqjo^ 
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.■de^ and be jcareftd of Umiei^ and atu^tjr aparingly * ; you, 
dear firiend» lie will levisit with the zephyr^ if you will give 
him leave, and with the firat swallow. 

You have made me rich, not in the manner which the Ca]»- 
brian boat bids hif guest eat of his pears. ** Eat, pray sir.'* 
^ I have had enough." ** But take away with you what quan* 
tity yott wllL** ** You are very kind." ** You wiU £any 
them, no disagreeable presents to your little children. " | am 
■a much obliged by your ofier, as if I were sent away loaded.** 
■* As you ^l^se :' you will leave them to be devoured to-day 
by thi hogs.*' The prodigal and fool gives away what he de» 
fpises and hates : the reaping of favours like th^ has produ- 
ced, and ever will produce, ungrateful men. A good and jnm 
man professes himself ready to do kindnesses to the deserving ; 
and yet is not ignorant, how true coins difler from lupines f • 
I will also show myself deserving of the honour of being grate- 
fuL But if you wpuld not h^ve me depart ,/irom you any 
whither ; you my^t reslpre my vigoipus constitution, the black 
lodes that grew on my narrow forehead { : you must restore to 
me the art to talk irith pleasantoy : you must restore to me 
the art to laugh with becoming ease, and to whine over my li- 
quor at the jilting of the wanton Cynara. 

A thin ^d-mouse had by chance crept through a' narrow 
cranny into a chest of grain ; and, having feasted itself, in vain 
attempted to come out agun, with its body now stuffed and 
full. To which a weaad at a distanoe crieib " If you wodd es- 
cape t^oe, repair lean to the lurrow hole which you entered 
lean.'* Jf I be addressed witl^ this similitude^ I am ready t9 
resign all ; ndther do I, sated with delicacies, (Ay up the calm 
repose of the vulgar, nor would I change my liberty and ease 
lor the riches of the Arabians. You have often commended 
me for being modest; when present, you hefrd from me the 
appetlations of King and Father, nor am / a word more spa- 
ring in your absence. Try, whether I can cheerfully restore 
Vhat yott have ^ven me. Not anUssb antwered Telemachu% 



• Contractus A«rv 1/ a cvtri •/xr«<tf i^cvi^* M^^ei («m Wfy 
rhudy titpMnid bf eommentettrt at contracted or bent doable wMl 
<iald t In dote coafijieinent, contracto in loco, ftc but ii ttms r^Atr 
afigurt aritini oitt oftkt iiUa (fftlu$eaLi from contrahere vela, to furl 
sail ; 0nd to have, in this pUKe, the affofieaHan of lying by. 

t AputUy uud bf voaj ^vtuMtru 

% Wo Mf M, fwhaffty koro m// to imdmmd e gnet pumtH^ of Mt 
fimsM coveting Ut/orthnuU 
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Non at aptw e|iiis Itliaec loco>^ oft aeqiM 
FomctiK cpatiis Mq^iie nnikcpcodigvB kcc^ : 
Atride, magb apta tibi taa dona idinquMii. 
Panrum parva decent. MShi jam non n^^ Rom^ 
£ed Tacttum Tibur pUKX^ a«^ imbdla Taimtiwk 45 

Stnaimt et fortii^ cM o rnqt a FbilippUt meaim 
-Clams, M> oAcfis oetavam drattr lionun 
pum redit, atque foro nlimibn distare Carinas 
Jam gEandU nato ^iMcitiur ; iHUMpeKi^ ut aiB»|^ 
Adrawm faendam mciia toaicMnB ua unM, JO 

Cuhello proprios purgantem leniter ungues. 

* Pemetri (puer hie non Isve jussa Phi^ppi 
Accipiebat) «bi, queney etiefer ; imda doM^ tpSB,"^ 
Cajiis fortanae, quo at patre, qoofe patrotto.' 

it, redit, et narrat, * Vulteinm nomine Meeikam, $$ 
Tniconem, tenui censu, one criflune notum % 
£t pr^perareloco, et cessare» et qosfere^ et ut^ 
Gaudentem panrisque sodalibus, et lare eerto-f^ 
Et ludis, et post dedsa negotia Campc* 

* Scitari libet ex ipso, quodcunque refers. . Die ^ 
Ad ocenam Teni^t.' Nob san^ cnedare Mseaa : 
Miaai secum tadtus. Quid mnka? * BeoigB^:* 
Respondet. ' Negat iUe mihi ?* * Negat improl)us, et te 
N^Ugit aut horret.' Vulteium mane Pbilippus 
V^ yendeaiiem tiinifiaro aemta popello «5 
Occupat, et salvere jubet prior. IUe PluUppo 
Bxpusare laborem et mercenaria vincla. 

Quod non maa^ domum v^njsset; deniqi^e qiiflid tysn 
]^oyidis8et eum. * Sic ignovisse putato 
2fe tibiy a ccenas hodie mecum.' * Ut libet.* * Eigd 
Post Bonara venies : nunc i, rem strenuus auge.* 71 
Ut yentum ad cqenam eat ; diceada, tacenda loeatus^ 
vTaodem dormitum 4imittitiir. Hie uIm sfippj^ 

,e MatiiBi. BtHtl, t Corto. 
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* 

aon of tbe pttknt Ulyaaea : ** The country of lUuca ia not 
proper foj^horaea» as being oeitber extended into cbampaiga 
nelds«'^or abounding with much grass ; Atrides, J will leave 
behind me your gi^ which are more proper for yo.urself.** 
Small things best suit the smalL No longer does imperid 
Roine pk^ me^ but unfrequented Tibor, and unwarlike Ta- 
zentum* 

PhUip, active and strong, and famed for pleading causesi 
while returning from his employment about the eighth hour, 
and now of a great age, comphiiniDg that the Carins were too 
far distant from tbe forum ; spied, as they say, a person eleui 
shaven in a barber's empty shed, composedly pating his own 
nails with a knife. ** Demetrius, satfs he, (this slave dexte- 
rously received his master's orders) go, inquire, and bring me 
word from what houses who he u, of iriiat fextuae, who is his 
&ther, or who is his patron." Jle goes, returns, and relates, 
that ** he is by name Vulteius Msena, an auctioneer, of smali 
fortune^ of^a character perfectly unexceptionable, that he could 
upon occasion ply busily, and take bis ease, and get, and spend ; 
delighting in afew^uv companions and a sottled dwelUng, and 
(after business ended) in the shows, and the Campus Mofim*** 

** I would inquire of him himself all this, which you report* 
Bid him come to sup with me. " Maena cannot believe it ; 
he wonders nlently within himself. Why many words ? He 
answers, «" It is kind." " Does he deny me ?" "The ras- 
cal deniei^ and disregards or dreads you." In the morning 
Philip coines unawares up0n Vulteius, as he is selling bro* 
keiy-goods to the tuniced populace, and salutes him first. . He 
pleads to Philip his employment, and the confinement of his 
business, in excuse for not having wuted upon him in the 
morning ; and afterward, for pot seing jbim first. '* ^Bsqpect 
that I will excuse you on this condition, that you sup with me 
to-day." ** As yoi^ please. " '* Then yo^ will come afWr the 
ninth hour : now go, strenuously increase your stodc." When 
they were come to supper, having discoursed promiscuoiuly 
of things of a public and private nature, at length he is dis? 
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Ocoiiltnal tritaift decimcre pisob ad' JiftOMUB, 

M and clreliSy et JMn certiis coavhra ; jubetur 75 

&ura siiburbana iodicds com^s ire Itadois. 
J^positus Boaamfl arvum ogelmaqDi^ 3«l)iPWB 
Non ecBMt landave. Vid^ fideC«|M FiiiKppas ; 
£t mbi dum requiem, dmn risus undique quaerit^ 
Dum septem donat Besterti^ mutua septem 40 

^rooiittil;, pcDBiiadet ut2 waroetor i^^eUiiiii * 
MevotAnat** Ne«etMg^«DlNi||ilia9Hitni 
Qttim satis 6st morir ; ex idtido ^% tii^cas* iit^0 
Sulcos et Tineta crepat mera ; pneparat uhnQ^; 
tJDBiiiofitur iNwdiiat «i anore coMsoit babeadk «# 
Wetim laln vfvftlbrtoy flMjrbo ^eiMrft ti^iete, 
Speni mentStft seges, bos est enectus arando^ 
OffensHs damnis, vxedvk de nocte cabaUum 
Airipift» iffatiisqM Phtttppi tandit ad 9hk. 
Quen miiil asp^t «eabrttiii kitonsuBiqiie WHppitf | 
* Dams, ait, Vultei^ niods attentusque viderls 91 
^sse imbL' ^ Pol me mifierum, patrone, vooar^ 
Si veiles/ ioquk^ * aemtn fluhi ponane DOMeiu 
Qttdd te, per Oeidum dextramqae Deosque Penates^ 
Obsecro et obtestor^ vits nie redde ptjori.* 95 

Qjin simulf wjpexity quantum dimissa petitis 
Pnestent, maturd radeat, repetatque i^alieta* 
Metiri sequemque soo modulo ac pede, verum. est 

.*Mercsfci». JMiirAJ^ fSemd. 
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tnissed to go to deqk Wb«9 he had often been nen to repair 
Wee a fish to the conce^lixl hook^ in iltftjnorning a client, and 
now become a constant guest; h^is^desh^ to accompany Pit- 
Up to his country seat near the city, at the proclaiming of the 
Latin^HMib^. IVMtttaff mhani^bitkf he odmeB not to cry 

Sthe Sabine fields and air. Philip sees it, and smiles : and, 
|kb« itsMkiaff irouMbnt sid4ili«Mii»lisr.MiiiMif«Qt of 
every thing, while he wukm ^am a pKMtitf seren thoutand 
sesterces, and promises to lend him seven thousand more f \te 
persQ«teliimto^iiiiteriif»Bi> hei»MlMMoKew Thai I 
may not 4et«i0 you with arloQg «tf)(y.|)eyaad^bat i^n^eeas^fyy 
from a smart cit he becomes a downright ri^tic, arid prates of 
fidthtng but furrows and vineyards ; prepares his elras ; is rea4y 
to £e with eageir fiiigence, and grows old tiirobgh a passionate 
desre of poiwawiig. But when his dne^ vere lest bj^ th«ft» 
hisgoat» by a dislejoMer, bis h^urvest dcywive^his h(ii|||s^ ^ia<)X 
was IciUed with ploughing j fretted with these lossei, at mid- 
sight he snatches his nag, and in a passion makes his w^y to 
Philip's house. IVlioffl $0 «oon as Fhilip htSteU. rough and 
unshaven, " VulteiHi» Md'bfi^ pmi acen tonne-ftDbc toe lab#* 
rious and earseif* " U ta^ f^9fh 'fP^^ fr«^. Wm "fQ^}^ 
call me a wretch, if you would apjply to me my true i^me* I 
beseech and conjure you fhen, ^ your gcniud and your rig^t 
band and your hous^otd^gwls^ veslore ine to nfy f6rraer way 
^lif^" At Mion m a f$t»ftffmrf9^ kim mcJi the things 
he has diacaided exqil tkfMe wbkh b« pui/uies, let him netum 
in time, and resume those which he hefote relinttii^bed. 

It is a truth, that every one ougtft to measttre himself Igr 
his'Own^jNrepsrfBot and rt an i ir d. 

• IniUctU Latinis. Phflip could go into the country Mp/y m tin hoU* 
itMs» They tveri called indicts or conceptiYS, because they tvire not 
toMtrated on any stated dajst (dies statae) hut at the pleasure of the con* 
suL Thej toere instituted in k m tm nf Jupiter, m memerj of a ptnee 
eoitclMdid between Tarquinlns Superbus and the people o/hsmm. 



1 
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EPISTOLAVm. 

AB CELSUM ALBINOVANUM. 

8c ntqu$ eo^fote neque anmovdUrtg Ceito tecundam fin- 
■ tunam modettifirendam tsse. 

C>t6o g«xl«re et tNmi ran ^rere AlbmoVano. 
Miisa rogata, refer» comiti scribeque Nononia. 
Si quieret, quid agam ; die, multa et pulcra minianteili 
Vivere nee rect^ nee luaviter : hand quia grando 
Contuderit vitea, oleamve momorderit cstos, B 

Nee quia longinquis annentum legrotet in agris ; 
Sed quia, mente minikB validus qu^ eorpore toto, 
Nil audire velim, nil discere quod levet aegrum ; 
Fidis offendar medicis, irasear amicisy 
Cur me funesto properent arcere yeterno ; 10 

Quse nocuere sequar; fugiam^qus profore credaol ; 
Roms Tibur amem ventosus,^ Tibure Romam. 
Post haec, ut valeat ; quo pacto rem gerat et se; 
Ut placeat juveni, percontare, utque cohorti. 
Si dicety * Reet^ ;' primt^m gaudere^ subinde iS 

.^raeceptum auriculis hoc instillare memento : 
Ut tu fortuman> uc nos te, Ceke, feremus. 



£PISTOLA IX. 

AD CLAUDIUM TIBSRIUM KERONEM. 
SepUmium ei eommendat. 

Septimius, Claudi> niminkm intelligit unus, 
Quanti me facias. Nam cikm rogat et prece cogit 
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fiWSTLE vin. 
TO CfeL8U9 AtmnovAffvs. 

f%«a he was neither weU in ho4^, nor m mmd / lihat Cdmn 
shotUd- bear his prosperity ufUk moderation* 

JAt muse, al fii^ request, gitc Jd^ did #i^ Mc^^s to del- 
sttfl Albiaotnasr the RlMtditit afld Miretti^ df N«i<». If he^ 
shaD inquire, wlMt 1 «9 imr^ $ Mgr tllM I, IM^ pf omisMg 
many and fine things, yet live neither well according to the^ 
rules of strict phuosophy, nor agreeably ; not because.' tfie 
hafl has crushed my vines, And the heat has nipped my olives ;' 
nor because my herds are distempered in remote pastures ; but 
because, less sound in my mind than in my whole body, I will 
hear nothing, learn nothing which may relieve me diseased ao 
lam; that^I am ^sploasfiid witll n^fltfthfiil physicians, am 
angry with my friends * for being industrious to rouse ipe from 
a fatal lethargy ; that I pursue things which have done me 
hurt ; avoid things whidi I tta persoMded wonH be of service 
to me : inconstant as the wind, at Rome am in bve with Tibur» 
at inmr wHh Kome^ AAer t&is, fttqun« hxxit fate does i htNf^ 
be manages Mi biMhiesiii auMitiMdf ; fero^he pleases the young 
prince and his attendants. If he shall say, well ; first con- 
gratulate hu4 iSklkmoMkSbet to iHH^Kfisi tMtf aAneidioft fti hi« 
ean : As you, Cekm^ btar yaur fioriuBi^ so wil wt bnv joni. 
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74) cii.M;i>ii» TBHEiays Nina 

He recommends SeptUmm to kinu 

Or &U the men in the worW SeptiiAiur soRfy,^ O ClaudM 
knows best the abare which I have in your regards. For vhf:n 

• Perho^ mrhthe Miy liKftear, totare catfftttbt unitrsrwd' fit the 
jensttf quod. FRANCIS. 

Vol. II. a 
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Scilicet, ut tibi se laiidare ettradere coder, 
Dignum mente domoque legentis honesta Neronis, 
Munere cum fungi propioris censet amici ; 5 

Quid possim Tidet ac noTit ine valditks ipsa. 
Multa quidem dixi, cur ezcusatus abirem : 
Sed tiiDui, mea ne finzisse minora putarer, 
Disrimulator opis propriie, mihi commodus uni. 
Sic egOy majoris fiigiens opprobria^culpae, lo 

Frontis ad oibanse descend! praemia. Qudd si 
Depositum laudas ob amici jussa pndorem. 
Scribe tui grqps hunc, et fortem crede bonumque. 



£PIStOLA X. 

AD FUSCUM ABISTltJM. 

• ■ 

Mukicam vitam pr<s urband Umdatt vt ruUura magis coiC" 
ientaneam et magis amicam iibertaiL 

UaBiB amatorem Fuscum salvere jubemus 
Rorls amalores ; Ji&c in re scilicet un6 
Multikm dissimiles, at * cstera pen^ gemeUi, 
Fratemis animis ; quidquid ni^t alter, et alter : 
Annuimus pariter : vetali notique columbi, 5 

Tu nidum serw : ego laudo ruris amcRii 
RiTps, et musco drcumlita saxa, n^nusque. 
Quid qufleris ? Vivo et r^gno, simul ista reliqui. 
Quae vos ad coelum fertis rumore secundo. 
Utque sacerdotis fagitivus, liba recuso ; 10 

Pane egeo, jam mellitis potiore placentis. 
Vivere naturse si convenienter oportet, 
Fonendaeque domo quaerenda est area prim&m ; 
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he raqoeiU and hy hit enMdes jn ft manner oonpeki ne to un- 
dertake to recommend and introduce him to you, at ofi« vortbyof 
the confidence and the household of Nero, who alioays chopses 
deserving objects, thipking I discharge the office of an intimate 
friend witk ycu ; he aeea and knows better than myaelf, what 
I can do. I said a great deal indeed, in order that I might 
come off excused ; but I was afraid, lest I should be suspected 
to pretend my interest with you was less than ii is, to be a 
dissembler of my own power, and ready to serve myself alone. 
So, aToiding the reproach of a greater fiiult, I haare put in for 
the prize of town-bred confidence. If then you approve of 
modesty's being superseded at the pressing entreaties of a 
friend, enroll this peraon among your retinue^ and believe him 
^0 be bnre and ^ood. 



EPISTLE X. 

TO ARISTIUS FUSCUS. 

He prauet a country before a city^Ufef as more agreeable to 
nature, and more friendly to liberty. 

We, who love the country, salute Fuscus that loves the 
town ; in this pomt alone we are much unlike^ but in other 
things almost tmns, of brotherly sentiments: whatever one 
denies, the other too denies : we assent together : Wee old and 
constant |byes» you keep die i^est ; I praise the rivulets, the 
rocks OTCrgrown with moss, and the groves of the delightful 
country. Do you ask vriiy ? I live and reign, as soon as I 
have quitted those things, which you extd to the skies with 
joyful applause. And, like a priest's fugitive slave, !• reject 
luscious wafers ; | deslre;i2am breadt which is more agj^ejiible 
to me now than |ionied cakes. 

If we must live suitably to nature, and a plot of ground Is 
to be first sought to nise a house upon, do you know anv 
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Noff silne foemn podofiim rare beale ? 
l^st, ubi pUis tej^eant Uem^? ubi gmtfor am 1^ 
Xeipiat ^ rabi^ Caiwi» et moneote LtOBU, 
CcUn Moel aeeepit iolm liifibiMMiM acMtiiw? 
£«t, iA>i jtvcHat * 8omno9 minib iiifi^ cnra ? 
DeteriAs Libycis plet aut nitet herba lapiltts ? 
Pudor la vkk aqua UncUt ruispcra plumbwo, 20 
Qdkm <|a» i^erproDtnii trepidat emi nornmra rmim? 
Kemp^ Inter yariaa f nptritor f3riTa cohnnnavy 
Laudaturque doiBU3» longos qu« prospldt f^ros. 
Naturam expelles furca, tameo usqua ifcmret^ 
£t mala perrumpet furtim fasddia j: victrix. 25 

Non, qui Sidonio conteodere callidus ostro 
Nescit Aquinatem potantia vellera fucum $, 
Certius accipiet< daioDum propiusTC meduUis, 
QuaiD qui non potent vero disttnguere falsum. 
Quern res plus jaimio delectayere secunds, so 

Mutatae quatient. Si quid mirabere, pooes 
JuYitus. Fuge magna ; licet mA paupere tecto 
Beges et rtgum rkA piweurreie smieoa. 

Cenms equum pugn& melior communibus herbia 
Pellebaty donee minor in certamine longo 35 

Inploravit opes boounis, fnenumque rec«pit : - 
Sed potUiuan yietor H yicto dtteeisk ab bone, 
Kon equitem dorso, non frcnun depultt op». 
Sic qui pauperiem yeritus potiore roetallis 
Xabeitate caret, domiaum yehet improbus, a(tque^ 40 
l^rriet flrtem^m* quia f parvo nateiet uii. 
Cui non conyeniet sna res, ut caleens oMm, 
Si pede major eiit, subyertet ; si minor, uret. 
LsetHs forta tua yiyes * * mpienter, Aristi ; 
Nee me dimittes iqcastigatam, ubi plura 45 



• Depellat. f Farias. t FatdgU. S Soccum. 

II Victor violens. yiolens victo. Bentl, f QuL 

« • Vivas-<limittas. 
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place preferable to the |)li9tfiil couptry ? Is there any spot, 
where the winters are more temperate ? where a more agree- 
able breeze moderates the rage of the dog-star» and the vehe- 
mence of the lion, when once that furious sign has received 
the scorching sun ? Is there a place, where envious care less 
disturbs our slumbers ? Is the grass inferior in smell or beauty 
to the Libyan pebbles ? Is the water, which, 6y being forced^ 
strives to burst the lead in the streets, purer Uian that which 
trembles in murmurs naturally down its sloping channel? 
VHiy, trees are nursed among the variegat^ columns of the 
city ; and that house is commended, which has a prospect of 
^stant fields. Drive out nature by violence (with a fork), yet 
atill she wiU return, and becoming insenably victorious will 
break through meh*t improper disgusts. 

Not h^ who {s unable to compere the fleeces that drink up 
the dye of Aquinum with the Sidonian purple, and to distin- 
guish them, will recave a more certain damage and nearer to 
bis marrow, than he who shall not be able to distinguish false 
from true. He, who has been ovegoyed by prosperity, will be 
shocked by a change of circumstances. If you admire any 
thing greqtfyt you will be unwilling to resign it Avoid graat 
things ; under a mean roof one may outstrip kings, apd the 
fevourites of kings, in a happy life. 

The stag, superior in fight, drove th^ horse from the com- 
mon pasture ; till the latter, ttfU worsted in the long contest, 
implored the aid of man and received the bridle : but after he 
liad parted conqueror from bis conquered enemy, he could not 
shake the rider from his bitck, nor the fait from bis mouth. So 
he, who afraid of poverty forfeits his liberty, uAich is more va- 
luable than mines of treasure, shall be so wretched ai to carry 
a master, and shall eternally be a slavey for not knowing how 
to use a little. When a man's condiUon does not suit him, it 
ipill be as a shoe at any time ; which, if too big for his foot, 
will throw him down ; if too Uttle^ wUl pinch him. If you are 
cheerful and satisfied with your lot, Aristius, you will live 
yrisely l nor tbaU you let me go unconected, if J appear t^ 

Q3 
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CitffXt ({Dam nds est, ac npn cestarc, TidcSior. 
Imperat aut * fcnrit coQecta pecunia caique, 
Tortum digoa ttetfu potiiks <|inai doooc Amon. 
Hcc tdn djctahain poit faimm |Nitr& Vacms p 
Excepto quod oon wnnl eves, c^eten laetos. 50 
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« 

AD BTTLLATITTM* 

Sx Atidt qttb hdlorum civiUvm tadio pnfeehuJmenOt &>• 
mam revocare conatus, monet animi agr^udinem wmper» 
€griwUwnibu$t ted redta mentis eompoutime lamru 

Quid tibi visa Chios BuUati^ notacpie Lttbos ? 
Quid conciond Samos ? Quid Cr«Bi ragia Serdis ? 
BfnyYfia ^(|[indy iM CokipntMi ? Majoln niiiioiwi6 fam^ ? 
Cutictame prae Campo et Tiberino fktnuae sordent ? 
An venit io votum Attalicis ex urbUuM una ? 5 

An Ldbedubn laudas^ odio owris Aq«e viafuBi ? 
S^ds, Leb^dtn (joid dit ; G^is f deserHor a(tt|tie 
Fidenis vicus : tamep lllic viT«re velleni, 
Pblitusqu/^iiBeorum, oblivififsendus «t illi% 
Naptanam praool « watk spectarre <foraiitem. 10 

Sed neque, qi^ Oapu& Romam petit itribre Intoque 
Aspersus, volet In caupona vivere ; nee, qtu 
IFrigus collegit, furnos et lialnea laudat, 
Ut fortunatam plene prestantia vitam : 
Nee, si te validus jactaverit Auster in alto, 15 

Idcirc6 navem trans JEgaeum mare vendas 
Incolumi Rhodos et Mitylene pulcra fJEicit^ quod 

• Haud. Wadd, f Lelwdas quam )tt Gabils. 
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8cripef4igcllicriii4iRthiBeiioiigli,«ndiiottDii«v«doaa Ao> 
cumulated momey is die mastor or skve of etch oMmtft tad 
ought ntber to foUow than to lead the twisted rope. 

These I £ctated to you behind the mouldedng temple of 
Varaoa^ ; in all other things hifipjrt except that yos ^re 
not with me* 
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f BULLATIUS. 

Mndeawnarmg t9 r&oaO Ami badk to Smite fimm Jkia, wki* 
Iker he had retreated trough hit wearinea of the dvii 
wart, he advitet him to eate the disquietude qfkis mind 
not by the length of his journey^ but by forming hit mind 
into a right dispotUion* 

iVhat, Bullatius, do yo« think of Chios, and of the cele* 
brated Lesbos ? What of neat Samos ? What of Sardis, the 
703^ residence of Croesus ? What of Smyrna, and Colophon ? 
Are they greater or less than fame makes them ? Are they 
all contemptible in comparison of the Campus Martius, and 
the river Tiber ? Does some one of Attains* cities enter into 
your wish ? Or do yon adnure Lebedus, through a suvfeit of 
the sea and of travelling ? You know what L^dus is ; it is 
a more unfrequented town than GabU and Vi^m : yet there 
would I be willing to live ; and» forgetful eC .my friends and 
forgotten by them, view from land Neptune raging at a dis- 
tance. But neither he who comes to Rome from Capua, be- 
spattered with rain and mire, would live always m an inn ; nor 
does he, who has contracted a cold, ciy up stoves and bagmos 
as completely fumisluag the metnu of a happy Ufe : nor, if 
the violent, south-wind has tossed you in the deep, viH you 
therefore sell your ship on the other ride of the JSgean ses. 
On a man sound in mind Rhodes and the beautiful Mitylene 

* IIU4addeu cfvatetmtt WJ(fi4k»m, 
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PfeDola lolfdtioy campesfze naTalilmt aaris. 
Per bmmam Tiberis, Seztifi mense caminus. 
Dum licetf ac vultum servat fortana benignona, 20 
fionue laudetor Samos et Chios et Rhodos absens. 
Tu, quamcuaqoe Deus dbi fortunaverit horam, 
Grat& sume manu ; nee dulcia differ in annum : 
Ut, quocunque loco fuerisy vixisse libenter 
Te dicas. Nam d ratio et prudentia curas, S5 

Non locut effusi late maris arbiter, aufert ; 
Coelum, non animum mutant, qui trans mare cnrmnt : 
Strenua nos exercet inertia : navibos atque 
Qaadrigu petimus ben^ vivere. Quod petis bic est, 
iEsjt UloJ>rb| animus si te pon deficit ceqiuis, ep 



EPISTOLA XII. 

AD ICCIUM. 

Jffominit parsinumiam dum laudtU, festie^ dendet; tradit 
ei GroijAum ; deRomani$ rdnu pauca tul^idt. 

X BucTiBus Agrippse Siculis quos colligis, led, 

6i rectd frueris^ non est ut copia major 

Ab Jove donari possit tibi. ToHe querelas : 

Pauper enim non est, cui rerum suppetit usus. 

Si yentri bene, si lateri est pedibusque tuis, nil 5 

Divitiss poterunt regales addere majus. 

Si fbrte, in medio positorum abstemius, herbis 

Vivis et urtic& ; sic viTes proteniks, ut te 

Confestim liquidus fortunse rivus inauret : 

Vei quia naturam mutare pecunia nescit, 10 

Vel quia cuncta putas una yirtute minora. 

ftliraiDuri si Democriti pecus edit agellos 
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lHVi|«Hcli~tii fftct, «iatUckclodk at the fommep-aolstic^ 
thin dawees ia snowy weather, bathing m the Tiber in winter* 
a fire in the month of August. While you may, and wAtZe 
fortune preserres a benign aspect, let absent Samos, and 
Chfoi, iod RlHtdas, be cimiiModed by you btfe at Rome. 
IVbateverfMisparoiishtfttrProndenoe bestows upoB TOO, ra- 
ceire it with a thankful hand ; and de^r not the ei^oyment rf 
the comforts of life, till a year be at an end : that, in whatever 
jgaceyoH are, you rray say you have fived with satisfaction. 
For if leMeo and discRtioa, not a place that cocmnanda « 
pras^aet of the wide-eiEten4ed sea, lenove imr caies ; they 
chaoi^ their dimalei not their disposi^on, who run beyond tkie 
sea : a laborious inefficacv harasses us : by ships and by club- 
riou we seek to Dre happily. What you seek is here of AonMy 
isat lAAne^ if • Just temper 4f nind is opt muiting to yov» 



SPisTLE xn, 

TO ICCIUS. 

Under the appearance of praising the man* s parstmoniff he 
archly ridicules it : introduces Grosphus to him, aiul con^ 
dudes with a few articles of nems concerning the Boman 
affairs. 

\J Iccius, if you rigfatiy eojoy the flficfi^n products * 
which you collect for Agrjppa, it is not possible that greater 
afflneace can be given yoa by iove himtelfi Away with com- 
plaints ! for that man is by no means poor, who has the use 
of every thing he wants. If it is well with your fadly, your 
back, and your leet, even regal yrealth can add nothing 
greater. If strangely abstemious amidst profusion you live 
upon sallad and ^lell-fiah, you wM oonsequently five ia sndi 
a frugal manner, that present^ ierliMe ^aU flow upon you 
in a river of gold : either because money cannot chai\ge the 
natural disposition, or because it is your opinion that all things 
are inferior to virtue alone. Can we wonder, that other 7nen*s 

• Augastiit had nvtn Agrints tatddtnUi psn^dmt in Sicily, tf/ m 
rrtvarafor AJi ha-otng nduua thef idand, Iccius x»at agent thtre to 
Agrlppa. 
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Caltaqtie, dun peregre est animus nn^corpore velox? 
Ctim tu, inter scabiem tantain et contagia lucri, 
Nil parvum sapias, et adhuc sublimia cures ; 15 

QusB marecompescant causfs ;. quid temperet annum ; 
Stellse spoote suft, jussanie vagentur et errent ; 
Quid ptemat obscurum lune, quid profi^t orbem ; 
Quid vdit et posdt rerum concordia discors ; 
Empedocles *, an Stertinium deliret acumen. SO 

Yerihn, seu pisces, seu pomim, et ctepe truddas, 
U;^ere Pompdo Grospho ; et, si quid petet, ultr6 
Pefer : nil Grospbus nisi yerum orabit et squunL 
Yilis amicorum est annona, bonis ubi quid deest. 

Ne tamen ignores, quo sit Romana loco res : S5 
Cantaber Agrippte, Claudt virtute Neronis 
Armenius cecidit x jus imperiumque Phraates 
Cssaris accepit gep^bus minor : i^urea firuges 
Italiae pleno diffudit Copia coniu. 



EPISTOLA Xm. 

AD VINNIUM ASELLAM. 

Monet, ta mos AugtutoHbm loco et decenUr oj/erai, 

Ut proficiscentem dopui te saspd diuque, 
Augusto reddes signata volumina, Yinni, 
Si validus, si Istus erit, si denique poscet : 
Ne Btlidio nostri pecces, odiumque libellis 
Sedulus importes, oper& vehemente minister. 
S| te fortd mese gravis u^et f sarcina charts, 

* Empedodann. CWwi. t Vrgott. 
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eatUs feed upon the naeadoti's ddd 6<mi«field8 of Democritas, 
while his acUve soul is abroad iravelUng without his 6ody f 
Vlhea you, amidst such great impurity and infection of profit, 
have DO taste for any thing trivial, but still mind only things 
of a sublime nature ; nati^jf, what causes set bounds to £q 
sea; what rules the year; whether the stars spontaneously or 
by direction wander ^ut and are erratic; what throws obscu- 
rity on the moon, and «Hiat brings out her orb ; what is the in- 
tention and power of the jarring harmony of things ; whether 
Empedoeles or the hypothesis m Stertinius be in the wrong. 

However, whether you murther * firiies, or onions and gar- 
licky receive Pompeius Grosphus ; and, if he asks any favour, 
grant it him frankly : Grosphus will desire nothing but what 
is rights and just The fruits of firiendship are cheap, when 
good men want any thing f. 

But that you may not be ignorant, in what sftuaticMi' the 
Roman affiurs are ; the Cantabrians have fallen by the valour 
of Agrippa, and Uie Armenians by thtU of Claudius Nero : 
Pbraates has, in the most suppliant manner, admitted the laws 
and power of Cesar. Golden plenty has poured out the 
fruits of Italy from a foil horn^ 



EPISTLE Xm. 
TO VINNIUS ASELLA. 

Saraee cauiioru him to present his poems to Atigiisius at a 
proper opportunity^ and with due decorum. 

A^g on 3rour setting out t frequently and fully gave you in- 
structions, Vinnius, that ^u would present these volumes to 
Augustus sealed up, if he ihall be in health, if in spirits, finally, 
if he shall ask for them : do not ofiend out of zeal for me, and 
industriously bring an odium upon my books by being an 
agent c£ violent officiousness. If h^ly the heavy load of my 
pi^er should gall you, cast it from you, rather than throw 

• Murther, in ridieuU of the dottrint 0/ Pythagoras, toh* httd that the 
souls tf the hmum lAnd passed suesesavelj into the todies of nun, ani' 
n$eUs, and pUnttSm 

f Because thej are ^woft msdett, and rtaemabU in thei^ demandt. 
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Abjicito folibit quam qii^ perfcrr» jiibeia* 
Clitellas ferns iiD|MlngBi, A^nsquc pcteraim 
CogBOfnOT ^tftBM tfi nsitiii, 6t rabftni ins* 
Viribus uteris per cliro^, (himina, lamas. 10 

Victor propositi simul ac perveneris iUue» 
Sic * ponkum flcrrabb obw ; at iattk tob al4 
Fasciculum portes KbrtTfan, tit nisticas agmixff, 
Ut vinosa glomos f furtiva Pyrrhia lanse, 
Ut cum pileolo soleas conTiTa tribuliab 15 

Ne Tttlgo narres tc MudaTiMe fefenda 
Carmina, qa« pomint oculos auresque momf 
Ciesaris. Oratus multa prece^ nitere. Porr& 
Vade^ vale; cove ne titubeSy mandataque firaagas. 



EPISTOLA XIV. 

AD VILLICUM SUUfifl: 

Zevttatem^us coarguit, ruttktm vkant qu/fim optaveraijhi' 
HiUentii, el urbana desiderio €nhunUu* 

V iLLicE dlvarum et miM me reddentis agelli> 
Qucm tu fittd^iB habhatum quinque feciiv at 
Quinque bonos solitum Variam dimittere Patres ; 
Certemus^ spinas animone ego fortiib; an lii 
Ercllaft agro; et melior tit Horatiui^ ao ms :(. S 

Me quamyk Leni^piatas et cura mofieHtm 
Fratrem nicerentis, nq>to defratre dblentis 
Insolabiliter ; tamen istuc mens animusque 
Ferty et amat § spatib obstantia nimpere claustnu 

# SI. madd, f GJobof. J Riis. Heini. \ ATet. BnUl, 
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bwn y6ar pMk fia a teugk nunnttwiHMyMi ai«Ar«etodto 
carry it* aad tUrn yoav pftttrnli oaae of Aakia * into a jest, 
and make youradf a common story. Make use of your vi- 
gour over the hWis, the rivets, and the fens. As soon as you 
have aHilefed your eiiterjfrise^ and arrrrea there, you mat 
keep your bUHtbeit ia thii psaitei; last ytta iMffeft t# Msiy 
lay bundle of books under your ansr aa a down decs a laM>, 
or as drunk^i J^yrrhiaf in the play does the baUs of pilfeied 
wool, or as a trib^^estf eafna his sGppers with his Addling- 
cap. Ymi aawt aet teS poft^cfy, bow you awealcd with oar* 
lyihg those V9«eii wdridinayiBlai&Aaeysiaadaaiiof Ctt- 
aar. SoKcitedl with onich entaeafyy do your beat* FiBaUy»get 
you gone^ farewell ; take care you do not stumble^ and break 
my ordeiB (forget your errand J. 



EPfSTLE XIV. 

to HIS aXSWARD. 

Me upbraids hi$ Mtyfir cmtenmini a aaimfty l^, whith 
kadffeen his choice, and being eager to return to BomA 

Sncwaao of tiiywm^dkaidf tndfitt!e fann that rertores me to 
mysd^ wiicb ybtt dltSfAsa, tkt^firmerfy faihdUled by fire 
£unUies, aad woaft to ae*d fire good aaaiiini l» Vana; let us 
try, whether I with more fortitude f hack the tbetna out of n^ 
mindy or you out of my ground : and whether Horace^ or his 
estate^ te in abetter condition. 

Though^y eOtctia^ and soBcitedefof L — ia , woaritiag for 
his bio£i» lamantiag iaoosaeWy fi^v kia bnttterli loaa, da- 
tun me i. nevertheless my heart and soul carry me thitherr and 
long to break through those barriers that obstruct my way. I 



» Horace pwu nptm tin ymd Ailaa, mMA, i m d ff ftrtmf ^jHy ■ ■ ■ ■"« t 
npi^t an ass. Many Roman lummmes 'wtn derivtd/rom Annus. 
nefamly ^ Aimii had thai o/AaOai -, iki Claudian« A^ellus j tkt 8em- 
pronian, AseUto, &e. 

f jBludiug to a patsng* in a cmu^ tf TItinhis. 

X Athenasus says., Membert tfthg taau tribe had tnttrtammmti, taUed 
COBOS tbiasK j ward-feasts, es they mtght mw be termed, 

R 
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Rure ego Tirentein, tu dicn in uibe.beatonk^ . \o 
Cui placet alterius, sua mmin^m est odio son. 
Stultus uterque locum immeritum causator inique : 
In culp& est animus, qui se non efiugit unquam. 
Tu mediastinus tacit& prece nira petebat 8 
Nunc urbem, et ludos, et balnea villicus optas. 15 
Me conistare mihi scis, et discedere tristem^ 
Quandocunque trahunt.invisa n^otia Bomtai*. 
Non eadem miramur : eo disconyenit inter - 
Meque et te. Nam, que * deserta et infao^fta tesqaa 
Credis, amoetfa vocat mecum qui sentit; et odit» .20 
Que tu pulcra putas. Fornix tibi et uncta popina 
Incutiunt urbis desiderium, video ; et quod 
Anguhis iste feret piper et thus ociiis uv&; 
Nee vicina subest vinum praebere tabema 
Que possit tibi ; necnieretrix tibicina, cujus 25 
Ad strepitum salias terne gravis : et tamen urgues 
Jampridem non.tacta ligonibas arva, bovemque 
Disjunctum curas, et strictis frondibus exples. 
Addit opus pigro rivus, si decidit imber, 
Mult& mole docendus aprico parcere prato. so 

Nunc, age, quid nostrum concentum dividat, audi. 
Quem tenues decuere togse nitidique capiUi^ 
Quem scis immunem Cynane placuitse rapaei, 
Quem bibiilum liquidi mediA de lucef FaJerni, 
Ccena brevis juvat, et prope rivum somnus in herbal ; 
Nee lusisse pudet, sed non incidere ludum. 36 

Non istic obliquo oculo mea commoda quisqoam — 
Limat, non odio obscuro morsuque venenat : 
Rident vicini glebas et saxa moventem. 
Cum servis urbana diaria rodere mavis : 40 

♦ Tu. f Noctb . 
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proMMmee lite die happy man, wiio dweUa in the country, you 
him whp Uitg$ in the cify. Jim, to whom his Qeighbp«r*s lot 
is agraea)t>le, must pf consequence dislike his own. Each pf us 
ft a fool for unjustly blaming the innocent place. Hie mind 
Is^in fiiult, which never escapes from itself. When you were a 
drudge at every one's beck, you tacitly prayed for th^ coun* 
try : and now you are aftpointed my steward, you wish for 
the city, the shows, and the jmbiic baths. But you know I 
am consistent with myself, and loth to go^ whenever disagree- 
^le buriness drigs me to Ron»e. We are not admirers of the 
same things : hence U is, that you and I disagree. For what 
you reckon d^iart and inho^tjd>le wilds, he w^p is of my way 
of thinjdng calls delightful places ; and dislikei, what ypu es- 
teem pleasapt The bagnio, I perceive^ and the greasy tavern - 
nsse your mcfination for the city ; and thit, because my Uttle 
spot will sooner yield frankincense and pepper than grapes ; 
nor Js th^re a tavern near, which can supply you with wine | 
nor a minstrel harbt, to whose thrumming you may danoe^ 
cumbersome to the ground : «Bd yet, it aaemSt you ezerciie 
with plough-shares the fallows that have been a long while un« 
toudued, you take due care of the ox when unyoked, and give 
him his fill with leaves stripped Jrom the bought *. The 
Juices f too give an additiomd trouble to tuck an idle feUoi^» 
which if a shower (ill, must be tau(g^t by many a raovnd Iq 
spare th^ Siunny meadow^ 

Come now, attend to what hinders our agreeing. Ms, 
whom Jbrmerly fine garments and dressed locks adorned, whom 
you know to have pleased venal Cynara without a present, 
whom you have seen quaff flowing FsUemian from noon to mid» 
-^n^At-— a sbor) supper now delights, and a nap upon the green 
turf by the streara«side : nor is it a shame to have been gay, 
Imt not to break off that gayety. There f no eye, with envious 
cast$, aflfects my possessions, nor poisons them with obscure 
malice and biting slander : the neighbours smile at me remo- 
ving clods apd stones* Tou had rather be munching your 

• Horace sayt tMs ironiealltt for hit ttnuardPs head mu to taim up 
mfiik tkt thoughts ^Rome, that he negiecttd his country buniutt, 

f Sluices cut for tvatrring the ground s at, claudite jam rivot, puerl $ 
sat praU bilierunt. VIRG. 

t At hit 8abine/arm. 

I Lfanis oculU aspicere allquem, to look askew or askance ; hut tko 
Latins mver tned funare iu that seme, Xtie teholiatt txpUuut th» ^vord 
limat by detcric, imminuit. it ivai a tuteriUtion among tht uudtntt, 
that an tnvioiu or maiUlout ere could afftct tvhut it loAd ufum : at, 
McBdo qnis teneros ocolus mint fascinat agnot, (VIRG*) * Some ijo or 
other faseiMUtit wtf teuder lamblunt.* 

R3 
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HonMn in ia mviiienim voto mis. Intkkt 
Lignoram et pecora tibi calo argutus, et liofti. 
Optat e(»hippia bos piger : optat arare caballus. 
Quwn ml uterque^ libens* ceiueboi exercMt artem* 



EPISTOtA XV. 

AD C NUMONIUM VAI^AM. 

VeUam anU Saiemum ad balneas prqpicturus, de hcorum 
uUubritate ac deliciis ^itarii. 

QvM «it fakms Ve&e, quod aBluQ, Vala, Saiorm, 
Qiraram homimim regio, et quaih via (nam mihi Baia| 
Musa supeiracuas Antonias ; et tamen illis 
Me faek invisuiD, gelida cum perluor uuda 
Fer medium friges. Sank myiteta relioqui, 5 

IKctaque e o n ant em nenris elldere morl»im 
Sulphura contemn!, vicus gemit ; invidus egris, 
Qui caput et stomachum supponere fbntibus audent 
Ciniiiiis, GabkMque petunt et frigida run. 
Matandtts locus est, et diversoria nota lO 

Plreteragendus equus. Qud tendis ? non mihi Cumas 
Est iter aut Baias, ]ffiv& stomachosus habena 
Dtoet eqoes ; sed equis* frenato est euris in ore) 
Major utmm populum firnmenti copia pascat ; 
Collectosne bibant imbres, puteosne perennes 1 5 
Duldi aqtt« (nam viaa nihil moror illius orae ; 
Rure mieo possum quidris perferre patique : 

P EquU instcgd of equi fs tffthe bat MSS. and UUkns, FRANCIS. 
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daQy alloirsoce with the ajayes in town ; you ardently wub to 
be of thje pumber of these ; while my cunning foot-boy envies 
you the use of the firing, the flocks, and the garden. The 
lasy ox wiahei for the horse's trappings : the horse wishes to 
go to plough. But I shall be of opinion, that each pf them 
ought contentedly to exercise that art, which he understands. 



EPISTLE XV. 

TO C. NUMONIUS VALA. 

JPreparing to go to the baths either at Vdia or Salemum, he 
inquires after the healfhJtU^est and a^eeabUneu oj t^e 
pUicet^ 

Xt is your part *, my Vala, to write to me (and mine to give 
credit to your information) what sort of a winter it generally 
it at Velia, what the air at Salemum, what kind of inhabitants 
the country connsts of, and how the road is (for Antonius 
Musa f pronounces Bais to l>e of no service to me ; yet makes 
me obnoxious to the place, when I am bathed in cold water 
even in the midst of the frost by his prescription* In truth, 
the village murmurs to see their myrUe-groves deserted, and 
the sulphureous waters, said to expel lingering disorders from 
the nerves, despised ; envying those invalids, who have the 
courage to expose their head and breast to the Clusian springs, 
and retire to Gsbii and suck cold countries. My course there^ 
fire must be altered, and ipy horse driven beyond his accus* 
iomed stages. Whither are you going ? will the angry rider 
say, pulling in the left-hand rein, 1 am not for Cumae or Baiae : 
twt the horse-s ear is in the bit.) You must inform me /afo* 
vaise^ which of the two people is supported tgr the- greatest 
abundance of com ; whether they drink^ rain-water collected 
Sfi reservoirs^ or from perennial wells of sweet element (for, as 
to the wine of that par^ \ give myself no trouble to inquire ; 
ft mjr country-seat I can dispense and bear with any thing } 

• Ths natwmi MUtnuthn in tkg onHnel does not begin tilt Ibu £5. 
t nrtieian to Augnitas, t»ks $j wd to kaivt bem tktflrtt tkatfrt' 
seribsaths mte of csla-betUtu, 

E3 
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Ad mare ^m Telil, generosam et lene requiro, 
Quod curas abigat, quod cum spe dlvite raanet 
la vma animuaiqtte meum, quod yerba ministret, 20 
Quod me Lueanae juvenem comnendet amies) 
Tractus uter plures lepores, uter educet apros ; 
Utra magis pisces et echinos aequora celent, 
Pinguis ut inde domum poiiim Phseaxque reverti ; 
Scribere te nobis, tibi nos accredere, par est. 25 

Masnius ut» rebus matemis atque patemit 
Fortiter absumtis, urbanus ccepit haberi : 
Scurra vagus, noo qui certum pnesepe teneret ; 
ImpransuSy non qui civem dignosceret hoste; 
Quselibet in qnemvis opprobrin fingere ssfiu ; SO 
Pernicies et tempestas barathrmnque tnaceili ; 
Quidquid quaesSerat, ventri donabat avaro. 
Hie» ubi neqoitie &utoribu8 et ^midis nil 
Ant panlikm abstulerat, peitinas eowmhal; omaii 
Vilis, et agmnx ; tribus ursiB quod sacb esset : 95 
Scilicet ut ventres lamna candente nepotum 
Dicaret urendos correctus * Bestius. Idem, 
Si quid -f erat naetiit pcedae majoris, ubi omne 
Verterat in fumum et einerem : Non hereuld miror, 
Aiehat, si qui eomedunt bona ; cum sit obeso 40 
Nil melius tmnla, nil vulvi pulcrius ampliL 
Nimirilkra bic ego sum : nam tutn et parmia Unido, 
Cikm res deficiunt, sa^s inter vilia fortis : 
Varum, ubi quid melius contingit et unctius, idem 
Vos eapere et solos aio ben^ vivere, quorum 45 

Conspicitur nitidis Amdata piKunim viUis. 

• CorracbBr. BmH, . t (^idaoU. 
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liui when I have arrived at a aea^porl, I inaist upon that which 
is generous and mellow, such as may drive awa^ my cares, 
such as may flow into my veins and animal spirits with a 

' lai^ portion of hope, such as may supply me with words* 
such as may make me appear young in the eyes of my X«uca- 
luan mistress.) Wlndi tract of land produces most hares, 
which most boars : which seas harbour the most fishes and sea 
ufdrins, that 1 may be able to return home tbeace in gO04 
cascv and like a huPuriou$ Pbeftrian. 

When Maenius, having manfully made iwny with his pater- 
nal and maternal estates, began to be accounted a merry fel- 
low*-a vagabond droU, who had no certain place of living; 
who, when dinnerless, could not distinguish a fellow-citizen 
from an enemy : unmerciful in forging any scandal sgainst any 
person ; the pest and hurricane, ai5l gulf of tiM market ; wlMt* 
ever he couUi get, he gave to his greedy gut. Tbia firiipWy 
wtien he bad extorted Utile or nothing from the favourers of 

, his iniquity, or those that dreaded it, would eat up whole dishef 
of eoarse tripe and lamb's entrails ; as much as wouM have 
sufiiced three bears: Then truly, Ufie rtfimuBr Bcaliiis*, 
WDuU he aiy» that the beflies of extravi^ati leUovf ^<«gbt te 
be branded with a red hot iron. The same man howeDCTf whei| 
he had reduced to smoke and ashes whatever more cgnsidera- 
Ue booty he had gotten ; Faift, said he, I do not wonder if 
some persons eat up their estates ; ainee noCfakig cetiaiiJ^ is 
better than a fat thrush, nothing ^r ttuui a kujge sow*c 
paunch f , In fact, I am just such another myself t for, when 
matters are a little deficient, I commend the snug and homely 
fare^ of sufficient resolution amidst mean provisions : but, u 
my thing be oftnd better and more deliisate, I, the same indi« 
vidual j^ihrnpher^ cry ou^ that ye are wiaa and alone livip 
well, whose wealth and estate ar<g conspicuoua from the ele* 
gance of your villas. 

m CoreelJQi Pcftim, w u n H /m d m e ptrtw 4 gnat ait$terity tf i^rAii« 
Tunc bona incolumis minuss i £t Bestius urguet 
Doctam Gnioc. Fw/. Ut* iv, 

t Tlu4 was estetwitd a iainff ^mng the Romaai* 
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JEPISTOl-A XVI. 
AD QUINCTIUM. 

^iU^B tuafirmam, sUum, commoda Qufneiio deseribit ; turn ' 
rect^factorum conscientid probitatem, jjrobitate libertatem' 
constare admonet* 

JSf E perconteris, fpndiis meus, optime Quincti^ 
Arvo pascat berum, an baccis opulentet olivse^ 
Pomisne, an pratis, an amicta vitibus ulmo ; 
Bcribetur tibi fonna loquaciter, et situs agri. 

Continui montes, ni dissocientur opac& ^ 

Valle ; sed ut veniens dextrum latus aidspLiuat Sol, 
Lsvum decedent * curm fogiente vapoiet. 
Temperiem laudes. Quid ? Si rubicunda benigni f ' 
Cbrna vepres et pruna ferant ? Si quercus et ilex 
Mult4 fruge pecus, multa dominum juvet umbr& ? 10 ■ 
Dicas adductum propiiis firondere Tarentum. 
Pons etiam rivo dare nomen idoneuB, ut nee 
Fri^dior Thracam nee purior ambiat Hebrus ^ 
Infirmo capiti fluit utilis %, ut^i8 alvo. 
He latebne, dulces, et jam (si credis) amaaud, I $ 
Incoluraem tibi me pnestant Septembribushoris. 
Ttt rect^ vivis, si curas esse quod audis. 
Jactamus jampridem omnia te Roma beatum : 
Sed vereor, ne cui de te plus quam tibi credas ; 
Neve putes alium sapiente bonoque beatum ; $X> 
Neu si te populus sanum rect^que valentem 
Pictitet> occultam febrem sub tempus edendi 
Pissimules, donee manibus tremor incidat unctts, 
^tultorum incurata pudor mains ulcera celat* 
^ quis bella tiln terra pugnata marique %$ 

It DiBcedena. Dnccndeofl. f BetUgai. t k^xmjtX utilk* 
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EPISTLE XVI. 

TO aUINCTIUS. 

Me dacribes to Qttmclius the firm, situation, and advantom 
tages of his country-house : then declares that probity con^ 
iists in the conseiousnest of good works, liberty in probity, 

A8K me not, toyhet^ <2/iui»ctto8, wiiether my (arm mainUins *' 
Ite master vith corn-fields, or eoricbes him with oUve$» or 
with fruits, or meadow-land, or the elm-tree clothed \nth vines : 
the sh^te and atnstion of my groxmd shall be described to you 
.atlaxge. 

There U « eobtipiied noge of mountains, except where they 
are separated by a shadowy vale ; but in such a manner, that 
die uqproacihing swi views it on the right side, and departing 
hi liM^ying ear wanns the left Tou would commend its 
iMnperature. What think you / If my very briars produq^ in 
abundanoe tha rud4y corods and damsens ? If my oak aai 
holm-tree accommodate my cattle with plenty of acorns, an4 
tlieir master with ( copious shade ? You would say that Tft- 
ventum * brought nearer to Mome, shone in all its verdant 
Ibeauty. A JMifcain to«, deserving to give same to a riT«> 
leiomuch tha^ Hebnis does not surround Thrace more oool 
or more limpid, ijows salubrious to the infirm head, salubrious 
to the bowels. IThese sweet, yea now (if you i^\ credit me) 
these ddi^^ftd retreats preserve roe to you in a state of hefMk 
even in the tiMff hours of S^tember. 

Tou live txc^dingly well, if you taloe care to support Hm 
duuracter which you bear *. liong ago, all Rome has proclaim- 
ed you happy : but I am apprehensive, lest you should gire 
more credit concerning yours^ to any one than yourself; and 
lest you should imagine a man may be happy, thm^h dilibing 
from the wise and good ; or, because the people pVonounoes 
you sound and perfec^y well, lest you dissemble the lurking 
fever at meal times^ until a trembling seize your greased 
>ands. The taiae modesty of fools conceals ulcers^ rtuke^ 
than haoe them cared* u any one should mention baltfet 
irhich you had fbu^t by land and sea, and in such ezpressioos 

« A njery plemmt nlj, frequency cddfraiti by Horace, vid. Oii I. 
S8., li. 6., ili. 5. 
t Utrrailjr, lo U what f«u are rtp»rted. 
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Dicat, et his Terl^i vacuas permulceat aures ; 
' Tene magju salfiun populas .relic, an populuni tu» 
* Serret in ambigao, qui consulit et tibi et urbi» 
' JufHter :* August! laudet a^pBoscere possit. 
Ciim patens sapiens emendatusque vocari ; SO 

Respondesne tuo, die sodes, nomine ? Nemp^ 
yir bonus et prudens dici delector ego ac tu« 
Qui dedit hoc hodie, eras, si yolet, auferet ; ut si 
Detulerit faspes indigBo, detrahet idem'c 
Pone, meum est, inquit : pono, tristique recedo, 9$ 
Idem si clamet furem, n^et tese pudiicum, 
Contendat laqueo collum pressisse paternum» 
Mordear opprobriis falsis mutemque colores? 
Falsus honor juyat, et mendax in&mia terret 
Quern, nisi mendosum et me^icandum*? Vlr bonus' 
est quis ? ^40 

Qui consulta patrum, qui leges juraque sefrat^ 
Quo multse magnseque secantur judice lites ; 
Quo res spon^re f , et quo cause teste tenentuc; 
Sed videt hunc omnis domus et Ticinia tota 
Introrsiks turpem, speciosum pelie decorlu 45 

Nee furtum feci, nee fugi, si mihi dicat 
Servus : Habes pretium ; loris non ureris, mcu 
Non hominem occidi : Non pasces in crace coiros. 
Sum bonus et fragi : Renuit^ negat atque j: Sabellus. 
Cautus enim metuit foveam lupus accipiterque Sd 
Su^pectos laqueo5, et opertum miliius hi^nnm, 
Oderunj peceare boni, virtutis amore : 
Tu pihil admittes in te, forraidine poene. 
Sit spes fidlendi, miscebis sacra profanis^ 
Nam de mille fabe modiis jcum surripis unum, SSr 
Damnum est, non facinus, mihi pacto lenius isto. 
Virbonus, omne forum quem spectat et omne tribunal^ 
Quandocunque Deos vel porco vel boye placat ; 

• Mendacem. t Kesponsore. %' Ncgttatque. 
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tt these should soothe your listening ears; '* M^ Jupittr, 
" who consults the safety both of you and of the city, long 
** heep it in doubt, whether the people be more solidtoui for 
•* your welfare; or you for the people's ;" you might perceive 
these enemaiums fo belong onfy to Augustus : when you suf- 
fer yourself to be termed a philosopher, and one of an accom- 
plished life ; say, pr'y thee, would you answer <o these appelh" 
tione in your own name ? To be sure — I like to be called a 
wise and good man, as well as you. He who gave this cho" 
racter to-day, if he will, can fake it away to-morrow : as the 
same people^ if they have conferred the consulship on an un- 
worthy person, . may likewise take it away from him : Resign 
it ; for it is ours, they cry : I do resign it accordingly, and 
chagrined withdraw. Thus if they should call me rogue, deny 
me to be temperate, assert that I had strangled my own father 
with a halter ; shall I be stung, and change colour at theise false 
reproaches ? Whom does false honour ddight, or lying calum- 
ny terrify, except the vicious and sickly-minded? Who then, 
is good ? He who observes the decrees of the senate, who 06- 
sert^s the laws and rules of Justice ; by whose arbitration many 
and important disputes are decided *, by whose surety private 
|Hroperty, and by whose testimony causes are safe. Yet pet' 
haps his own famUy and all the neighbourhood observe this 
Bian, however specious in a fair outside, to he polluted within. 
If a dave sboidd say to me^ <* I have not committed a robbezy, 
nor run away :*' " Tou haveyour reward ; you are not gallid 
with the lash,*' I reply. " I have not killed any man:—-" 
" Mtghtjf we£^you shall not therefore feed the carrion-crows 
on the cross." I am hotoever a good man, and blameless :«— 
Your ^tSmo& friend denies, and contradicts the fact. For the 
wary wolf dreads the pitfall, and the haiHc the suspected snares, 
and the kite the concealed hook. Ihe good, on the contrary, 
hate to sin from their love of virtue; you will commit no 
crimen merdy for the fear of punishment. Let there be a 
prospect of escaping, you will confound sacred and profane 
things together. For, when from a thousand bushels of beians 
you filch one, the loss in that case to me is less, but not ymr 
villainy. Your honest man, whom every forum and every 
court of justice looks upon with reverence, whenever he makes 
an atonement to the gods with the offering of^ swine or an oz ; 
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Jmm pilar, cl«r^ obiri ttm dint, Ap6O0; 
Labn nwtet metiicm auditi : Polcfa Lsreraa^ 60 
Da mSii fallere ; da ju§to sanctoque * yideri ; 
Noctem peccatia, et fraudibiM objice wibenu 
Qut metior lerm^ qal Ubenor sit amntt, 
In tfiviis fiztm cdtD fle deniitttt ob asMOBy 
NoQ video. Nam qui cupiet» metuet quoqne : pdni 
Qui metuens vivet, liber aoihi noa crit unquasK 66 
Perdidit arma, loenm ▼irtntii defeniiiy qui 
Snaptt in at^endft ibfltinat ct obniitnr re. 
Vendere cdm posns captivum» occidere noli : 
Seryiet utHiter : sine paicat duraa aretque ; <20 

Navjget, ae inediia MeaiMt ncrcator in mkfo ; 
Anaons ptotitt poitet FniBieuta pemisque. 
Vir bonus et sapiens audebit dicere : ' Paitheu^ 
' 'Rector Tliebaram^ quid me perferre patiqua 
< Indignum cages ?* * AdtBMai bona.' * Nempr peen, 
rem, 75 

* Lectos^ argentum : totlas licet.' * In manick et ' 

* Compedibus saeyo te sob eustade teiiclx>«* 

* Ipse Dens, simul atquen>knn, ma soIveL* Opimtf, 
Hoe sentit ; Moriar : mors ultxaw linea return est. 
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AD SCiEVAM. 

Aciu»sam vitom inerti oc private antepimendttmt laudabiSe 
wtu ptiueipum gtatiam demereH, eorum Unngn UlbertUttaf 
tern catUi ac puitenXer eue tolicitandam» 

^ Q^uAuviB, ScsvB, satis per te tibi considii, et scis 
Quo tandem pacto deceat majoribui uti ; 

• JuftDin Mnotomqoe. 
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after he hit pi 'W i ou a c d l in • clew diitiagniihato tafc •<Oik* 
ther JaDUi, O ApoUo ;" Mm movef kig lips^ a$ pm tfraid of b#<- 
JDg heard : *' O fair Lavema, put it in my power to deceive sium- 
kind : grant me the appearances of a just and upright mant 
throw a cloud of night orer my fhiudulent practices.*' In 
truth I do not aee how a ooHretou man can be better, or htm 
more free than a slavey when be atoopa down fer the sake of a 
farthing, stuck in the ro^d for q)ort. For he^ who will be co- 
vetous, win also be anxious : but he, that fires in a state of an- 
xiety, shril never in my estimation be frtt. He who is always hi 
a hurry to beflosmMy, and hnmeracd m tke ihud^ e^augmentlog 
bis fortune^ has lost the arms qfreoion, and deserted the post 
of virtue. However, do not kill your captive, if you can sell 
him : hb will serve you advantageously : let him, as he is in- 
ured to dmdgeiy, feed your eatSe, and plough ; let him go to 
Ma, and winter m the midst of tbewtves ; let him be of use to 
the market, and import com and other provisions. A good 
and wise man, like Bacchus in the play *, wiM have courage 
to si^, - Fentheus, king of Thebes, what indignfties will you 
** compel me to suftr and endure ? * I will take away your 
** gooda t' My catde^ I suppose, my land, my moveables, my 
" money : you may take them. * I will confine you with 




meaang, 
boundary of human natten. 



fiPISTLE XVII, 

TO SCAVA, 

That a l^ ^bmtinm is prefmMe to a private and inMcUve 
one : thejriendship rf great Man is a laydable a^fuisitionf 
yet their favours are ever to be solicited with VMdaty and 
caution, 

X HOVGB, Scseva, you have suffident prudence of your own, 
and well know how to demean youself towaida your superiors i 

« n« Bacch. 0/ Euripides, in toUdk Bacchus, thtugh tumd in theln/ 
Of Fentbeui, it imtrtinctd eccotting Mm ia tHt ruolMtt akmarr. 

S 
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Difce» doeendiiB adhuc qu» censet amiealas ; ut si 
Ctecus iter monstrare yelit : tamen atpice^ «i quid 
£t nos, quod cures proprium fecisse, loquamur. 5 

Si te grata quies et primam somnus in horam 
Delectat; si te polvis strepitusque rotarum. 
Si kedet caupona ; Ferentinum ire jubebo. 
Nam neque divitibus contiogunt gaudia solis ; 
Nee vixit maU, qui natus moriensque fefellit. 10 
Si prodesse tuis pauloque beniguiiis ipsum 
Te tractare voles ; ^accedes siccus ad unctunt. 
Si pranderet olus patienter, regibus uti 
Nollet Aristippus. Si sciret regibus uti, 
Fastidiret olus, qui me notat. Utrius horum 15 
Verba probes et facta, doce ; Yel junior 8u<y, 
Cur sit Aristippi potior sententia ; naroque 
Mordacem Cynicum sic eludebat, ut aiunt ; 

* Scurror ego ipse mihi, populo tu : rectius hoc et 

* Splendidius multo e^ ; equus ut me portet^ alat rex. 
' Offidum facio : tu poscis yilia rerum *, 21 

* Dante minor ; quamvis fers te nuUius c^entem J 
Omnis Aristippum decuit color et status et res, 
Tentantem majora fere, pnesentibus sequum : 
Contra, quem duplici paano patientia f velat, fl5 
Mirabor, vitae via si conversa decebit. 

Alter purpureum non expectabit amictum ; 
Quidlibet indutus celeberrima per loca vadet, 
Personamque feret non inconcinnus utramque : 
Alter Mileti textam cane pejiks et angue 80 

Vitabit chlamydem ; morietur frigore, si nod 
Rettuieris pannum : refer, et sine vivat ineptus. 
Res gerere, et captos ostendere civibus hostes, 
Attingit solium Jovis et coelestia tentat. 

♦ VerOmcf. t$apieatU. MarH, €t Wah^f. 
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ye^ hear what are the fieotiments of your old crony* who hvni'* 
sdf still requires more teacjiing, just as if a b^nd n^an should 
undertake to show the way : however see, if even I can ad<^ 
vance any thing, which you may think worth your while to 
adopt as your own. 

If indulgent rest, and sleep till seven o*clopk, deligl)t you ; 
if dust, and the rumbling of wheels, if the noise of the taveni 
offend you ; I shall order you off for Ferentinum *. For joys 
are not the property of the rich alone ; nor has he lived ill, 
who at his birth and at his death has passed unnoticed. I£ 
you are disposed to be (^ service to your friends, and at tks 
same time to treat yourself with somewhat more indulgence, 
you must pay your respects to the great \, Aristippus, if he 
could dine to his satisfaction on herbs, would never frequent 
the tables of the great. If he who blames me (replies Aris- 
tippus) knew how to live with the great, he would scorn his 
vegetables. Tell roe, which maxim and conduct of the two 
you approve; or, since you are my junior, hear the reason 
why Aristippus* opinion is preferable ; for thus, as th^ report, 
he baffled the snarling cynic ; " I play the buffoon for my own 
advantage, you to please the populace. This proceeding of 
Tnme is righter and far more honourable ; tbi^t -a horse may 
carry, and a great man feed me. I do but my duty : you b^T 
for refuse, an inferior to the poor giver ; though you pretend 
you are in want of nothing* " As for AJristippua, every com- 
plexion of life, 'every station and circumstance sat gracefully 
upon him, aspiring in general to greater things, yet equal to 
the present: on the other hand, I shall be much surprised, 
if a contrary wi^ of life should become this cynic, whom pb« 
stinacy clothes with a double r^* The one will not w^it for 
bis purple robe ; but howsoever dressed will go through the 
most frequented places, and without awkwardness support ei- 
ther chaiiBcter : the other will shun the clodc wrought at Mi* 
lettts § with greater aversioo than the bite of dog or viper : he 
will die with cold, unless you restore him his ragged garment : 
jestoce it then, and let him live like a fool as he is. To per- 
form great exploits, and show the citizens their foes in chains, 
reaches the throne of Jupi^, and aspires to celestial honours* 

« A tanm in New Latium, ^liitlt ctnuemunctt miJUftr ntirtme^. 

t FefelUt is eminently beautifiU, and nugkl be rendered, has escaped 
the observation of mankind. 

t lateralfyf in your hungry mood you must eo to the enenced no* 
bleman. k Famoms f»r the extettenee ofUs vmi* 

S2 



208 EFISTOL. Lib. I. 

Piincipflhu placeisse virisy non ultima laus eit. S5 
Non ctiiTis homini contingit adire Corinthum. 
Sedk, qui tiinuit ne noD succederet : esto ; 
Quid ? Qui penrenity fecitne Tiriliter ? Atqui 
Hie Mt, aat nuaquaniy quod quferimus. Hie onus 

horret, 
tJt panris aoimis et panro corpore laajus ; 40 

Hie Bttbit, et per£Brt. Aut wktm nomen iaane est, 
Avt deem et pretium rect^ petit experieM Tin 

Coram r^e 8u4^ de paupertate tacentes. 
Plus ppsceate ferent. Distat» sumasne pudenter. 
An rapias. Atqui Tenim caput hoe erat, hie fona. 45 

* Indotata mifai soror est, paupeiVrula m^ter, 

' Et fundus nee vendibilis nee pascere firmus/ 
Qui dieit ; clamat, Victum date : succinit alter 
f £t mihi dhridao findetur munere quadra/ 
Sed, tacitus pasci si posset corvus, haberet $0 

Plus dapis» et rixe multo minus, Invidiseque. 

Brundiaiu moomes aut Surrentum ductua aaKBiuii»» 
Qui queritur salebras et acerbum firigus et imbrety 
Aut cistam effractam et subducta viatica plorat ; 
Nota refert meretricis acumina, ssepe cateHam^ 5$ 
tepe periscelidcai raptem obi flentis : uU asoz 
Nulla fides damnis ^erisque dolorftms adsit. 
Nee semel irrisus, triviis attollere curat 
Ffacto crure planum : licet ilii plurima manet 
Lacryma; per sanedim jucatua dieat OsuriOy ^ 

' Credite, non ludo ; cru4eles, tolltte claudum.* 

* Qtttere per^inum/ yicinia rauca f reclampt. 
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To have been acceptable to the great, is not the last of praises. 
It is not every man's lot to gain the port of Corinth *. He 
prudently sat still, wljp yeu airatd lest he should not succeed : 
be it so ; what then? Was it not bravely done by him, who 
carried his point ? Eitlier here therefore, or no where, is what 
we are investigating. He one dreads the weight of the en- 
terjmse, as too burthensome for a pusillanimous soul and a 
w^lr constitution ; the other undertakes, and carries it through. 
Either virtue is an empty name, or the man who makes the 
experiment deservedly claims the honour and the reward. 

Those, who mention nothing of their poverty before their 
lord, will gun more than the importunate. There is a great 
difference between modestly accepting a favour, or seizing it 
aa it were by violence. But this was the principle and source 
of every thing, which I alleged. He who tells his lord, ** My 
aster is without a porUon, my mother poor, and my estate 
neither saleable nor sufficient for my support," cries out m ef- 
fect, ** Give me a morsel of bread :" another whines in the 
same key, ** And let the platter be carved out for me with half 
a share of the bounty." But if the crow could have fed in si- 
lence^ he woul4 h&^0 had better fare, and much less of quarrel- 
lijfg and of envy. 

A companion taken by his lord to Brundl^um, or the plea« 
sant Surrentum, who compkuns of the ruggedness of the roads 
and the bitter cpld and rains, or laments that his chest is bro- 
ken open and his provisions stolen ; resembles the well-known 
tricks of An harlot, weeping frequently for her i|eckUu:e (or 
lap-dog), frequently for a girdle forcibly taken from her ; so 
that at length no credit is given to her real griefs and losses. 
Nor does he^ who has been once ridiculed in the streets, care 
to lift up a vagrant with a pjretended broken leg ; though 
abundance of tears should flow from him ; though swearing by. 
holy Osiris *, he say, " Believe me, now I do not impose upon 
^ou; O cruel, take up the lame.** - ** Seek out for a stran^ 
ger |,** cries the «bWe hoarse neighbouriiood* 

' • ne great difficulty of entering the p»rt of Corlntl^ gave rite to tU^ 
proverb. 

t Oiiris, teing the great Egyptian god, perhaps it it hence to be collecti 
ed, Thatffpties (or Egyptiuu; were eommoit hnpo^orshi Rome} and 
that the name af that vagrant tribe it hence ttiil contimted in the tam^ 
sense. ' 

% One, that hat had m experience of few impoituret, 

S3 
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AD LOhUXJM. 

JDe eolmid prmdpum awudid fiui diqnUat, turn 4e laomm 
pmrandd antnu trmtguHUtale pauca sulffungii* 

Si bend te nofi, metoet, iibenime LoUi^ 
Scarrantis speciem prsebere, professus amicom* 
Ut matrona meretrid dispar erit atque * 
Discolor^ infido sciure disubit amicak 
J^st fauic diverauQi vkio vitiam prope majus ; 5 

Asperitas agrestis et inconcinna grayi8<|ue. 
Quae se commendat tops& f cute» dentibus atris : 
pum vull liberta* dia ucra» veraque viitiuu 
Virtus est fne^wn m^arma, eC vtrinqoe redaduli* 
Alter in obsequium plus sequo pronas, et imi 10 
Periflor Iecti» sic outum ^ divitis borret^ 
Sic iterat voces et verba cadentia toUit ; 
Ut puenim ssevo eredas dietata meg^stro 
Reddere, vel partes mimum traetare secandas t 
Alter rizatur § de lan& siepe caprioi, l& 

Propngiiat nuffM unmtaM : < Seiiicflfc, ut non 
^ Stt mihi prima fides, et, tere quod placet, ut uon 
^ Acriter datrem, pretium stas altera sordet.* 
Ainbigitur quid eaim ? Castor sdat an Docilis plib ; 
Brundisium Mauid nMtiib iria ducat» an Appt ? 90 
Quern daipnosa Venus, quem praeceps alea nudat, 
Gloria qOem supra vires «t vestit ut ungit, 
Quem tenet argenti sitis importuna fiiroesque, 
Quem paupertatis pudor et iuga, dnres atnicns, 
Saepe decern vitiisinstffact|or,o4iietlMMTct; $S 

* Aqud. m$dd» f tips le Intonsa. Samsd' 

t Vultom. S iUntor. Mirr/. 
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BPI6TLE XVIII. 

TO LOLLIUS. 

ffe treats tU la^igevptnthgaMfatinH qfthefawouri^grmf 
. mm i atid ccmdudei wiih m ffw n»r4$ ^mQermng the ac< 

Xr I rightly kaow your temper, most ingenuous LoIKus, you 
prill bewtre of imitating a flattevsr, wMIe yon profess yourself 
afiiien4. Asamttioa is ualilGeaiidlsf aiilfeKntaspMifiioni 
a common strumpet, tp will a ^riw fmoA difier from a totit* 
cater. There Is an opposite vice tp this, ra^er the grater ff 
thfi turn ; a clownish, inelegant, and disagreeable bluntness, 
vhich would lecomraend it8» by an un^aren face and Uaek 
teeth : wUle it desiqM to >e terB»d dbivmright freadom, and 
^ue sincerity. VirUie is the madiun of t^ $v» vi^esi 104 
equally remote from either. The one is too pioue to co^a* 
|daisance, and a jester of the lowest couch *, he so rererencm 
the rich man's nod, so repeals Ms speaehes, and catches up 
]ua falling words; tint yau wtnuld takm l|im fiN* a adiooUiM|F 
saying his lesson t» a rijgid masteri or a player acting an ui^ 
der-part : apother oAen wraisgles ^pm ibr a goat's hair f , ;md 
arms and engages for any trifle : ** That I, truly, shoiud not 
** have the '£fst credit ; and that I should not boldly speak 
'< aloud, what is aqr feal sentimwitii lyw Muek toias, aao* 
<«ther fiTevwiUi ha of sovahia.'* But what is the sulyaeC 
of this controversy ? ITAy, whether the gladiator Castor or 
Pocilis be the cleverer fellow ? ftiether the jy|ii)ucian, or the 
Appian, be the better road t# Sraadiawn ? 

Him, wiwB pii«ifia»i venciy, whoiB 4iiiick«deqf«ftching 
dice begg9i% ^Sam vaaily dreasea out aad perfumas twyond 
ibis abilities, whom ipsatiabk hunger and thirst after money, 
or whom a shame and avertf on of poverty possess, his rich 
ftjgnd (tkeugh ftwMiBi i»iih half a ae-a «>Ke fiaaifiWin he) 



t Apnver^uUfxprmiitfir moMiif muck tti» «^Mtf a tr\fit» 
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Aotf B noD oi&tf regit ; ac, Telnti pia mater. 
Plus quam le sapcre et ▼irtotibas eiK prioran 
Vult ; et ah pn^ vcn : Mat (contendere neii) 
Stoltitiam patinntnr opes ; tibt parvnla res est : 
Arcta decet sanom eonuteni toga: desine mecom SO 
Certare. Eatrapelus, oiicunqae nocere volebat, 
Vestimenta dybat pretiosa* Beatns ff n in i? jam 
Com pulcris tunicis swnet nova consUia et spes ; 
Dormiet in lucem ; scorto postponet honestum 
Officiam ; nnmmos alienos pascet ; ad imam S5 
ThnuL erity aut olitoris aget mercede caballam. 

Arraiynm neque tu scmtaberis fltius * unquam; 
Commissomque teges, et vino toftns et irft : 
Nee tua laudabu studia, aut aliena reprendes: 
Nec» cuni veoari volet iile, poemiita panges. io 

Gratia sic fratrum geminorum, Ampbionis atqae 
Zethi, dissiluit j donee suspecta severo 
Conticuit lyrsu Fraternig cessisse putatur 
Horibus Amphion : tu ce^le poteqtis amici 
Lenibus imperils ; qnotiesque educet in agros 45 
JEtolis onerata plagis jumenta canesque, 
Surge et inhumanse senium depone Camoenas, 
Coenes ut pariter pulmenta laboribus emti^; 
Romanis solenne viris opus, utile fams» 
yitxcpie et membris : pnesertim cian valeas, et ^o 
Vel cursu superare canem vd vitibus aprum 
Possis. Adoe, virilia quod speciosius arma 
Kon est qui tractet. Scis quo clamore corons ^ 
Proelia sustineas campestria : denique ssevam 
Milltiam puer et Cantabrica bella tulisti 55 

8ub duce, qui teroplis Parthorum ugna re6^t f 
Nunc; et, si quid abest, Italis adjudicat armis %, 
Ac, ne te retrahas et inexcusabilis absis, 
Quamvis nil extra numenun fecisse mbdumque 

♦ Ullitis. tRefixit. JArvl*. Btntl, 
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kaiet and abhon ; or, if he doei not hate^ gevvna him; wad* 
like a pious mother, would hare him more wiae and virtuouf 
than himself; and says, what is nearly true: '* My richea 
(think not to imitate me) admit of extravagance ; your in- 
come is but small : a scanty gown beeomei a prudent depend* 
ant : cease to vie with me*'* Whomaoewr Svtraydiw had'« 
mind to punish, be presented with costly garments* For now 
{said he) happy in his fine clothes, ha will assume new schemea 
and hopes ; he will sleep till day-Ught ; prefer a hairlot to his 
honest calling ; run into iiebt * ; and at lait become a gladia<p 
tor, or driye a gardener's horse fior hiee. 

Po not you at any time pry into his (your patron* $) Ah 
crets ; amd keep x!lose what is entrusted to you, though put to 
the torture by the force of wine or pasnon. Neither com- 
mend your own inclinations, nor find fiudt witii those, of 
others ; nor, when he is disposed to hunt, do you make verses. 
For by such means the amity of the twins, Zethus and Am«^ 
pbion, broke off; till the lyre, disUked by the austere brother^ 
was silent. Ampliion is thought to have given way to his 
|»rother*s humours ; so do you raihtr yield to the gentle die* 
tates of your fnend in power : as often as he leads forth his 
dogs into the fields and his cattle laden wiUi ^toli&n nets, 
arise and lay aside the peevishness of your unmannerly muse, 
that you may sup togedier on the delicious fare purchased by 
your labour ; fir this is ap exereisc haUtual to the manly 
Komaas, of service to their fam^ and life, and limba : espe- 
dally when you are in health, fuid sure able either to excel the 
jBog in swifUiees or the boar in strength. Add to this, that 
there is no one who handles martial weapons more gracefully. 
You well know, with what acclamations of the spectators you 
sustain the combats in the pampus Martius : in fine, as yet « 
boy, you endured a bloody campaign and the Cantabriaq wars, 
beneath a commander, who is now replacing the standards re- 
covered from the Parthian temples ; and, if any thing is want- 
ing, assigns to the Roman arms thgir grandeur. And that 
you may not withdraw yourself yvom such diversianSf and in^ 
excusably be absent ; though you are careful to do nptliing 
out of measure and moderation, yet you someUmes amuse 

« IMfraU^tfiiir o$ vthtr kun's mmij. 
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CiiraSy interduA nugaris rare paterno. 60 

Pardtur liotres exercitus : Acda pugna, ' 

Te duce, per pueros hostili more refertur : 
Advenariufi est frater ; lacus, Adria : donee 
Alterutnim velox victoria fronde coronet. * 
Consentire suis studiis <^m crediderit te, 65 

Fautor utroque tuum laudabit pollice ludum. 

Protiniks ut moneara (si quid monitoris eges tu) 
Quid de quoque viro, et cui dicas, sfepe videto. 
Fercontatorem fugito : nam garrulus idem est. 
Nee r^Uneot patulae commissa fideliter aures ; 79 
£t semel emissum volat irrevocabile verbam. 

Non ancilla tuum jecur ulceret uUa, puenre» 
Intra marmoreum venerandi limen amici : 
Ke dominus pueri pulcri carsve puellae 
Munere te parvo beet, aut incommodus angat. 75 

Qualem commendes, etiam atque etiam aspice ; ne 
raox 
Incutiant aliena tibi peccata pudorem. 
Fallimur, et quondam non dignum tradimui. BrgOy 
Quem sua culpa premet, deceptus omitte tueri : 
IJt * penitiis notum, si tentent crimina, serves, 80 
Tuterisque tuo fidentem praesidio : qui 
Dente Theonino cikm circumroditur, ecquid 
Ad te post paul6 ventura pericula sentb ? 
Nam tua res agitur, paries ciim proximus ardet ; 
£t neglecta solent incendia sumere vires. 85 

Dulcis inexpertis cultura potentis amici : 
Expertus metuit. Tu, dum tua navis in alto est, i 
Hoc age^ ne mutata retrorsum te ferat aura, 

Oderunt hilarem tristes, tristemque jocosi, 
Sedatum celeres^ agilem gnavumque remissi ; 90 

• At. BnilU 
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yt>ar5elf at your eoutitr^-seaU The mock fleet diTides the 
little boats into two squadrons .' the Actian sea-fight is repre- 
sented by boys under your direction in a hostile form ,: your 
brother is the foe, your lake the Adriatic ; where you fight, 
till rapid Victory * crowns the'ote or the other with her' bays. 
Your patron Augu^us f, whovwill perceive that you come in** 
to his taste, will applaud your sports with both his hands ^. 

Moreover, that I may advise you ( if m truth you stand in 
need of an adviser) take great circumspection what you say 
of any man, and to whom. Avoid an inquisitive impertinent': 
for such a one is always a tatler, nor do such open-ears faith- 
fully retain what is entrusted to them ; and a word, once sent 
abroad, flies irrevocably. 

Let no slave within the maible threshold of your honoured 
friend inflame your heart : lest the owner of the belov<ed dam^ 
sel gratify you with so trifling a present* or, mortifying to your 
wishes, torment you with a refusal* 

Look over and over again into the merits of sach. a one, as 
yoti recommend ; lest afterwards the faults of others strflce' yoa 
with shame. We are sometimes imposed upoli, and now and then 
introduce an unworthy person. Wherefore^ once deceived* for- 
bear to defend one who suffers by his own bad conduct ; ^ but 
protect one whom you entirely know, and with confidence 
guard him with your patronage, if false accusations -attack 
him ; who being bitten with the tooth of calumny *, do yon not 
perceive that me same danger is . hanging over your head ? 
"Vox it becomes your own affair, when the adjoining wall is on 
fire ; and flames neglected are wont to get a-head. 

The attending of the levee of » friend in power seems de- 
lightful to the unexperienced : the experienced dread it. J>o 
you, while your vessel is in the main, ply your business, lest a 
changing gale bear yoir bv^ again. 

The melancholy hate the merry, and the Jocose the melon* 
choly ; the volatile dislike the sedate, and the indolent the 

« The victory at Actium, according to Plutarch oful Floras, toot gain- 
td very expeditiously. 

t Augustus hMt mstitutid garnet ef this naiure, to commemorate the 
tattle of Actium. 

t Ziterally, Vfith both Hs thumbs. At the combats ef the ghsUatorSt th§ 
compression of the thumbs v/as an indkatton of popularity y as turning 
them upward vfos of disapprobation even to death. 

% Ziterally, roith the tooth qf Theon, who was a Grecian poet, re» 
markablefor the ill-natured spirit of satire that prevailed in hit xtfritingt. 
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Potorcs bibiili mtdak de nocte * Palerni 
Oderant porrecta negantem pocule ; quamvis 
Mocturnos jures te formidare tqK>res f . 
Daaie iapardlio nubem ; plenunque modeitiis 
Ocenpat obtoiri spedem^ taehiuniH acerbi. 95 

Inter cuncta leges et percontabere doctos, 
Qp& ratione queas traducere leniter aerum : 
Ke te semper iiK^ ag^tet vexetque cupido, 
N« paTor, et reram mediociiter utiHum spes : 
Vinutem doetrina paret, naturane donet ? 100 

Quid minuat cans, quid te tibi reddat amiciim ? 
Quid pure tranquiUet ; honos, an dnlce lucdlura. 
An secrttom Her et fallentis semita Tits? 

Me quoties reficit gdidus j* Digefltia rivuSy 
Quern Mandela bibit, nigosus frigore pagus ; 105 
Qaid sentire putasy quid eredis^ annce, precari ? 
Sit mibi, quod nunc est ; edam min^ : et § inihi vir 

▼am 
Quod super^ aevi, ei quid sqperesse volant Dt : 
Sit bona librarum, el proristt fhigis in annum 
Copia ; neu fkdtem dubise spe pendtrlus hone. 1 lO 
Sed satis est orare Jovem, quas ponit || et aufert ; 
J>et vitam» det opes Y : squum mi animum ipse pa- 

rabo. 

• Luce. SeutL t Vapoftt. % Cclidb Dfgesdft ifvb. 

iut. 1) H«c ntfs eit otaiv Jovenkt qui donat. 
▼d aon det* 9Flt(t4» 
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stirring and vivacious : the quaSers of pure Falemian from 
midnight hate one who passes his turn ; notwithstanding you 
swear you are afraid of the fumes of unne by night. Dispel 
all gloominess from your forehead t the modest man generally 
carries the look of a sullen one, and the reserved of a churL 

In every thing you must read and consult the learned, by 
what means you may be enabled to pass your life in an itf ree- 
at»le manner : that insatiable desire may not agitate and tor- 
ment you, nor the fear and hope of things that are but of lit- 
tle account : Whether learning acquires virtue, or nature be- 
stows it? What lessens the solicitudes of lifej^ what may en- 
dear you to yourself? What perfectly renders the temper 
calm ; honour, or enticitig lucre, or a seciM passage and the 
path of an unnoticed life ? 

For my part, aa often as the cooling rivulet * Digentia re- 
freshes me (Digentia^ of which Mandela drinks, a village 
cbopt with cold), what, my fnend, do you think are my 
•entiments, what do you imagine I pray for? FTAy, that my 
fortune may remain, as it is now ; or even if it be something 
less : and that I may live to myself what remains of my time* 
if the gods will that aught do remain : that I may have a 
good store of books, and corn provided for the year ; lest I 
fluctuate in suqiense of each uncertun hour. But it is suffi- 
cient to sue to Jove for the$e ettemaltt which be gives and 
takes aw^ at pleasure: let him grant life, let him grant 
wealth ; I myself will provide an equanimity of temper. 

# if imk ritmki in smr PssPm 9siibufsrm, , 
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EPISTOLA XIX. 

AD MJECT^ATBH. 

QMeirundamt qm teipmm in ut ar e «t Hr, fiiiuit$iem ; pd crl« 
mhuarentwrt invuKam coarguiL 

I^isco li credis, M«cenas docte, Cradno; 

Nulla placere diu oec idvere carmiDa possunV 

Que scribuntur aquae potoribus. Uft aiaU iaaot 

Adseripot Liber Satjvifi Plmnkque poetaf, 

Vina fer^ dulces oluerunt mane CanKBwe. 5 

Laudibus aqpiitur ?uu vinoiu^ Homerus : 

Emiiiit ipie pattr imyuM aiii p«tua ad ansa 

Prosiloit dieenda; * Fomi, putealque Libcmia 

Mandabo siccb, adinuun cantare sevens/ 

Hoc suDul eduu«* dob <;ess«v«re pQet» IQ 

Noctiumo eertare mtro, potere diiiioot 

Qmd ? Si quis vultu tonro ferus, et pedt nad^f 

Exigueqne f togse amulet textore Catonein ; 

Virtutemne repHMcntet meresque Catoob ? 

Rupit Hyarbitam Timagenis aemula lingua %, IS 

Dum Btndet urbanusy tenditque disertus haberL 

Decipit exemplar vitiis imiti^ile : proh ! si 

Palierem casu, biberent exsangue cuminum. 

O imitatores, servum pecus, ut mihi ^ stepe 

Bilem, s»pe jocum vestri mov^ tumultus ! so 

Libera per vacuum posui vestigia princepfy 
Non aliena meo pressi pede : qui sibi fidit 
Duxy regit exameu. Parios ego primus iambot 
Ostendi Latio ; numeros animosque secutus 

• Edisit. 

f ExlguSque togft dmuletqne exm^, Or^ 

■ timulet, exooeore^ (with c^ftur*.) WmM. 

X Coena. % BOem j ut muiL 
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mSTLS XIX. 

TO MiSCBNAa 
Meakm$*kiJh§ISf^tmM lM ^tmii M^ w^wHMtmii^ end 



AjLt learned fri^d MaecebtSr if you believe old Craftinw* 
no veries wbidi are written by water-drinkers cm pl&ase, or 
be lon^liiRed. Sf«r aliee mitdkm enliatied tbe brffi!i*siek 



poeu tmmm iIm SUgrm aad tkt Faim, tk« sweet Mwei bave 
ugiuUy anat of wine ia the morning. Homert by bis eice^ 
sive praises of wine, is convicted as a bousef : father Junius 
himself never saBSed fortb to sing of arms, unless he was in 
drink ; « I will condMMi Ae sober therrfore to the bar and 
*< tbe pi«tor*sbeadi% and deprive tk« afaalpimttts of the power 
** of singing." 

As soon as Igsve out this edict, the poets did not cease to ooa* 
tend in midnight cupi» and to stink of them by day. What ! if any 
savage by a stem covmtenance, and bue feet, and the teaccure 
of a scanty gown should imitate Oato ; will be too repKscot the 
virtue and morals of Cafio? The toi^^ that imitated M«iimii« 
ner of Umagenes was the destruction of the Moor *, while ha 
a&cted to be humorous, and attempted to seem eloquent. The 
example, that is iniMtle in its fluuts, lakes in Me t^^iteran^. 
3oh ! if I was ta grew pale by eoeidbat, $kom poolmMers would 
Arink the blood-thinning cumin. O ye imitators, ye servile 
herd, how often your bustUng ei!brts have raised my in^gnap 
lion, how ofteft excited my mirth ! 

I was the original, who set my ftee footstras upon the va- 
cant iodi I trod not in the steps of others. He who depends 
upon himself, as leader, commands the swarm. I first shewed 
to Italy the Fkrian f iambics ; following the numbers and spi- 

• lUtrotfy, Llbo*! ^ibimalt to caUtdfrom ittfumdtr LIbo. 

•¥ Hyarblta (ttns tht tebttiatt) was a Mmt, whose naou teas Cordui s 
WW alteaUting m o/din to imitate, tr (as the wuuUrn phrase is) take off 
Ar dntt limagencs, a Htetandam ei Aleiundris, bmst with veMatum 
9fti despair. 

t Archllochus, tktimffentor^iamtkst was tf the wImmIFbtm ; end 
igf kit tatirt Lycambct was dnven to htmg kimutf. See Mpod vi^ 

T2 
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ArchUodii, non res et agenda veiba Lycamben. 95 

Ac» ne me foliis ided breyioribus ornes, 

Qudd timui mutare modos et i^arminis artem ; 

Temperat Archilochi Musam pede mascula Sappho, 

Temperat Alceu^ : sed rebus et ordine dispar. 

Nee soeerum quaerit quern vertibus oblinal atrisy so 

Nee spouse laqueum famoso carmine nectit. 

Huuc ego» non alio dictum priib ore. Latinos . 

Vulgavi fidicen. Juvat immemorata ferentem 

Ingenub oculisque legi, manibusque teneri. 

Scire veUs, mea cur ingratus opuscula lector SS 
Laudet ametque dpmi^ premat extra limen iniquus ? 
Non ego ventosse plebis sufTragia venor 
Impensis ccenarum^ et trite munere vestis : 
Non ego, nobtUum scriptorum auditor et uitor, 
Grammaticas ambire tribus et pulpita dignor. 40 
Hinc ills lacrymse. * Spissis indigoa theatrift 

* Scripta pudet recitare, et nugis addere pondus.' 
Si dixi ; * Rides, ' ait/ et Jovis auribus ista 

' Servas : fidis enim manare poetica melia 

* Te solum, tibi pulcher.' Ad haec ego naribus uti 45 
Formido ; et, luctantis acuto ne secer ungui, 

* Displicet iste locus,' clamo, * et diludia posco.* 
Ludus enim genult trepidum certamen, ct irazq ; 
Ira truces inimicitias, et funebre belliun. 
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rit of AfchQocfauti hit not his satnect and the aenmomyofkis 
ftik^ which afflicted Lycusbof • You must not boweyer crown 
me with a more sparing wreath, because I was afraid to alter 
the measure and structure ol his irerse : for the manly Sappho 
governs her muse by the measures of Archilochus» so does AU 
cseus ; but difieriqg froqi'liiB in the wailriials ani^ disposition 
rfMs Unei, neither does he nek for a &ther-in-law whom he 
may defame with his fatal lampoons* nor does he lie a rope for 
^M betrothed spouse in scanduous verse. Him too, never ce- 
lebrated by any ether tongue, I the Roman lyrist first made 
known. It is a pleasure to me, as I bring out new praduo* 
tiona, to be perused by the eyes* and held in the hands of the 
i Men aeus. 

Would yottknow, why the unsnlelttl readar cxtob and la 
imd of my works at home^ ana ytt unjustly decri^ then 
without doors? Why, I hunt not alter the applause of the in* 
constant vulgar, at the expense of entertainments, and for the 
bribe of a worn-out coat t I am not an auditor oiF any noble 
writers, nor a vindiettve redtcr m m^ turn^ lavt condescend 
to court the tribes and desks of the g r amma ri ans. Hence aie 
fhese tears rfresentmenkt. tf I say uiat *' I am ashamed to re- 
** peat my worthless writings to crowded theatres, and give an 
'* air of conaequenoe to siieA trifles :** ** You ridieule us,** s^s 
one of tkem, ** and you i ts e rvc those pesces for the ears of 
* Jove* : you are confident that k it you alone who can dia- 
** til the poetic honey» to wondroudy beautiful are you in your 
«* own eyes.** At these tnebrs I am afraid to hum up my 
Bose ; and lest I should be torn by the aeule nails of my adver* 
aaiy» ** This place is disagraeaUc^** I cry out, «* and I demand 
** a prorogation of the conteat." For contest begets trem- 
bluoig emulation and strife^ and strife brings forth cruel enmi- 
ties and funereal war. 

• Angnttuf. 
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EPISTOLA XX. 
AD LIBRUM SUUM. 

£rumpere gettientem rettnerefrustrct c<ma(u^ quid molesU^s 
extorbendum *U monet, ac tunuiudia de se posteritati nunti' 
anda, mandat. 

V^EBTUMNUM Janumque, liber, spectare videris ; 

Scilicet ut prostes Sosionim pumice mundus. 

Odisti clayes, et grata sigtlla pudico : 

Paucis ostendi gemis, et communia laudas ; 

Non ita nutritus. Fuge quo descendere * gesti$ : 5 

Non erit emisso reditus tibi. * Quid mifier egi ? 

* Quid volui ?' dices ; ubi quid f te Iseserit ; et scis 

Jn breve te cogi cikm plenus languet amator. 

Quod d Qon odio peccantis desipit augur. 

Cams eris Rome, donee te deserat aetas. lo 

Contrectatus ubi manibus sordescere yulgi 

Coeperis ; aut tineas pasces taciturnus inertes, 

Aut fugies Uticam, aut vinctus X mitteris Ilerdaip. 

Ridebit monitor non exauditus : ut ille. 

Qui male'parentem in rupes protnisit asellum 1 5 

liratus. Q^is enim invitum servare laboret? 

Hoc quoque te manet, ut pueros elementa docentem 

Occupet extremis in yicis balba senectus. 

Citin tibi sol tepidus plures admoverit aures. 

Me libertino natum patre, et in tenui re 20 

]tfajores pennas nido extendisse, loqueris ; 

• Difcedere. f Quis. t Unctos. 
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EPISTLE XX. 

TO HIS BOOK. 

In vain he endeavours to' restrain his book, de^irotis of get' 
ting abroad, ttUs it vohat trouble iiitto undergo, and ini- 
parts tome things to be said of him to posterity. 

JL ou lieem, my book, to look wistfully at Janus * and Ver- 
tumniu ; to the end that you may be let out for sale, neatly 
polished by the pumice-stone of tiie Sosii f . You hate keys 
and seals, which are sgreeable to a modest voivime ; you grieve 
that you are shewn £it to a few, and esool public places ; 
though educated in another manner. Away with you, whither 
you are so solicitous of going : there wiU be no returning for 
you, when you are once sent out " Wretch that | am, what 
" have I done ? What did I want ?*'-i-you will say, when any 
one gives you iU-treatment ; and you know that you will be 
squeezed into small compass |, as soon as the eager reader is 
satiated. But, if the augur be not prejudiced by resentment 
of your error, you shall be caressed at Rome only tiU your 
youth be passed. When, thumbed by the hands of the vul- 
gar, you begin to grow dirty ; either you shall in silence feed 
the groveling book-worms, or you shall make your escape to 
Utica §, or SiaU be sent bound to Ilerda (| . Your disregard- 
ed adviser shall then laugh at you : as he, who in a passion 
pushed his refractory ass over the precipice. For who would 
save an ass against his will ? This fate too awaits you, that 
faiiltering dotage shall seize on you, to teach boys their rudi- 
ments in the skirts of the dty. But when the abating warmth ^ 
of the sun shall attract more ears, you shall tell them, that 1 
was the son of a freedman, and extended my wings beyond my 
xmt ; so that, as much as you tak^ away from my fiunily, you 

• Jkefinm, tvhere tvn ttattus wtre eneUd to thott dtitiet, 

t Tttfo n/try eminent Roman boekseUers, 

t Rotted up close, toHebfj at that time of day «/ books tvere in roUit 
the Ubrl qtudnti (at fv« heive IkiM new) met coming into use tiil long 
e^Urward, 

A town in Spsin. 

frhen company meet toiether, t$ convene in Mr gentler keat ef tke 
evening. 
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Ut, quaiitiim generi demas, virtntilms addas : 
Me primit uibis belli placuisse domique : 
Corporis exigui, pnNOfliMh lottbus aptum, 
Irasci cderein> tamen ut placalnlis essem. fS 

Fort^ meom si qub te pefcontaUtiir aevam ; 
Ma quater undenos fciat inplenBsa Oaccpib^ 
CoUacaia HgMiidim aho diudi JmoUim aaso^ 
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may add to my merit : that I was in favour with the first men 
in the state, both in war and peace ; of a short stature, grey 
before my time, calculated for sustuning heat, prone to pas- 
aon, but so as to be soon appeased. If any one should chance 
to inquire my age ; let him know that I had completed four 
times eleven Decembers *, in the year in which Lollius ad- 
mitted Lepidus as his colleague in the consulate, 

« Home was bwn on the 9th 0f December, A* V. C. 689, and const' 
queniiy his forty-fourth year ended 733. 8ANAD0N. 
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jlmplittimis eum laud&ui demereturg turn de p<iihi tuulf 
ceeperiif tajuduxmda tU d omanda, varii ^' -*'' 



Cum tot sustineas et tanta n^gotia solus. 
Res Italas armis tuteris^ moribus * ornes, 
Legibus emendes ; in publica commoda peccem. 
Si longo sermone morer tua tempora, Csesar. 

Romulus, et Liber pater, et cum Castore PoUuz, 5 
Post ingentia facta f Deorum in templa recepti, 
Dum terras hominumque colunt geousy a^era Mb 
Componunty agros assignant, oppida condunt X ; 
Ploravere suis non respondere favorem 
Speratum meritis. Diram qui contudit Hydcam, 10 

• If C6iifl>itt. MtHtt. t fata. Bmli, % ftanant. 
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SnSTLE h 
TO AUGUSTUS •. 

JSe honoun him tM the highest eomplfmenUi then tteatteo* 
pioutl^ cf poetry, its erigm, chSMmcter, «fMf eaeellenee, 

weighty concema» itoad Ixaiy vit)i'*yQUf aniif» M^ra ifc by 
your virtues, reform it by your Is^wa ; I should offenii O C«* 
nr, against the interests of my country, if I were to trespass 
upon your time wkh a long discourse. 

Romulus, and fiithcr Bacchus, and Ghsltfr and FoHus, aftir 
great achievements, received into the teoHplM of the ge49» 
while they were improving the world and bummt nature, com« 
posing fierce dissensions, settling property, builcting cities, la- 
mented that the esteem which they expected was not paid in 
proportion lo Ihtir marili. He iHio emshed the diie Hydra* 

'oath 

lattW* 
thaiyvu 

'mtumg 9Ut 

ptrfHtmUe^ 




**jou appretuntive it tot// imjurt j»mr refutaihn toUk poatritjt 
^ have Settt wieafrnf JrunAt f* Tldt h ieiertvd^ ramktd m 
dMtkor*t best perfinmmeet ; end fnvet et emce the meet perfect 
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Notaque fiitali portenta labore subegit, 
Comperit invidiam supremo fine domari. 
tJrit enim fulgore buo, qui prsgravat artes 
Infra te positap: extinctus amabitur idem. 
Prasienti tibi maturos largimtur honores, 1 5 

Jurandasque tuum per numen * ponimus aras. 
Nil oriturum ali^, nil ortum tale fatentes. 
Sed tuus hoc f pc^Milus sapiens et Justus in iino^ 
Te nostris ducibus^ te Graiis anteferendo. 
Cetera nequaquam'simili ratione modoqne SO 

JEstimat ; et, nisi que terris semota suisque 
Temporibui defuncta videt, fiMtidit et odit; 
Sic fautor vetenimy ut tabulas peccare vetantes, 
<2ua8 bis quinque ?iri amsenint, federa regum 
Vel Gabiis vel cum rigidis aequata Sabinis* 95 

Pontificum libros, annosa volumina vatom, 
Dictitet Albano Moms in monte locutas. 

Si» quia Gnecorum sunt antiquissima quaeque 
Scripta vel optima; Romani pensantur e^dem . 
Scriptores trutin4» non est quod multa loquamur : SO 
Nil intra est oleam ^, nil extra est in nuce duri. . 
Venimus ad summum fortune : pingimus, atque 
Psallimus, et luctamur AduTU docti^ uncds. 
Si meliora dies, ut yina^ poemata reddit. 
Scire yelim chartis pretium quotus arrpget annus. 35 
Scriptor, abhinc annos centum qui decidit, inter 
Perfectos veteresque referri debet, an inter 
Viles atque liovos ? Excludat jurgia finis. 
Est vetus atque probus, centum qui perficit annos. 
Quid ? Qui deperiit minor uno mense vel anno, 40 
Inter qoos referendus erit ? Veteresne § poetas. 
An quos et pnesens et postera respuat || setas ? 
Iste quidem veteres inter ponetur honeste, 

* Nomen. f H!c. t Ole^i. Bentl. 

\ ftobosque. Btntl. [] Respuet. 
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and subdued die renowned monsters by his foie*&(ed labour, 
found envy was to be tamed by death alone* For be con* 
sumes by his own splendour, whose superiority is oppressive to 
the arts beneath him : after his decease, he shall be had in 
honour. On you, while present amongst us, we confer ma- 
ture honours, and rear altars where your name is to be sworn 
by ; confessing that nothing equal to you has hitherto risen, 
or will hereafter rise. But your people, wise and just in this 
one point (for preferring you to our own, you to the Grecian 
heroes), by no means estimate other things with like proporw 
tion and measure ; and disdain and detest every thing, but 
^at they see removed from earth and already gone by ; such 
favourers are they of antiquity, as to assert that the Muses 
tftemsdves upon mount Albanus dictated the twelve taUes, for- 
Udding to transgress, which the Decemviri ratified; the 
leagues of our kings concluded with the Gabii, or the rigid Sa« 
bines ; the records of the Pontifices, and the ancient volumes 
of the Augurs. 

If, because the most ancient writings of the Gredcs are also 
the best, Roman authors axe to be weighed in the same scale, 
there is no need we should say much : there is nothing hard 
in the inside of an olive, nothing hard in the outside of a nut. 
We are arrived at the highest pitch of success in arts : we 
paint, and ring, and wrestle more skilfully than the anointed 
Greeks. If length of time makes poems better, as it does 
^ne, I would fain know how many years will stamp a value 
upon writings. A writer who died a hundred years ago, he is 
to be reckoned among the perfect and ancient, or among the 
mean and niodern authors ? Let some fixed period exclude all 
dispute. He is an old and good writer, who completes a 
hundred years. What ! one that died a month or a year la- 
ter, among whether is he to be ranked ? Among the old poet^ 
or among those whom both the present age and posterity will 
disd^nfully n^t ? He may fairly be placed among the an- 

tf taste and manner t, a masculine tuperioritf ef genius, a correct judg' 
ment, and an extraoreSnary CMtfost oferumHon, The lenj^ efit seemt 
also to have been ouationed bt the ember's raiUeryy tvkere he bantered 
Urn with being a/hUd t^ wiamng ms poems disproportioned to Af/ stature. 



^ I 
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Qui Vfll flwne htm, ^^ tiato «i Jhmv 

Utor perarisso, caudfaeqae piloB vt eqvanat, 45 

Paulatim vdlo ; et demo unura, demo otiam unuid ^ 

Diim oadat eluim ratiomTueatls acorn, 

Qai redit ad iuMn^ tt viitBtcni teftknait ^mma, 

Mfraturque nihil nin quod Libitiiia sacravit. 

Enaiui, et sapiens et fortifl» et alter Hoiveniat 5Q 
Ut critici dicunl;, leriter cttrare videtiir 
Qu6 prondssa cadaat, et 8<MBiiia Pythageraa* 
Nsvius in inanibus non est, et mentibus haeret 
Pen^ receBs ? Aded sanctum est vetus omne po^na. 
Ambigitur qvoticf , uter utro ttt prior ; aufert $S 
Pacuvius docti fiuntm seids, Aoeius alti ; 
Dicitur Afrant toga convenisse Menandro ; 
iiautus ad ^Eemplar Siculi properare Epichanoi | 
Vioccre Gneiliut graritate> Terentiiis aita. 
Hos adiscit, et bos M^cto stipata theatro 60 

Spectat Roma potens ; habet hos nomeratqoe postal 
Ad nostrum tempiasy Livt s^riptoris ab levo. 
Interdum vulgus rectum videt : est ubi peocat* 
Si veteres ita miratur landatqne potstas,. 
Ut nil anteferaty nihil illls comparet, emt : $$ 

Si quedam nimis anti^» si pleraque .avfji 
Dicere cedit * eos^ ignav<i omlla fiitcCur ; 
Et sapit, et mecum fhcit, et Jove judicat eqiio* 
Non equidem insector, delendaque carmina VM f 
Esse reor, memini qu9 % plagosmn nuU parvo 70 
Orbilium dictare; sed emendata yideri 
]Pulcraque, et exactis mimnuim dUtaik^ mlror ; 
Inter q\m yerbum emicuit si fbrti decorum, et 
Si versus pau]6 concinuior unus et alter, 
Injust^ totum ducit venditque poema* 75 

Indignor quidquam reprehendi, non quia crass^ 
Compoflitum iUepid^e putetur, sed quia nuper; 

• CrediC fLstl. tQula, fTsid, 
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by a wh«b yew. I Uk9 the fivwithge of Ms uu a tt p wiwu 
and puU away by little and ltttle» as if they were tJie hairs of a 
hone's tiul : and I take away a single one, and then agun 
another single one ; till, like a tiUhblf ng heap, my advetsa^f 
who has MooMrM «» tttfnalak b64 ibtimaiei excefience by the 
year* avdadinjfeieaiiQlhi^^bilt iftell«bittMh«itnd«BW^ 
ftUs to the ground. 

Bnnius the wise, the nervous, and (as our brides say) a se- 
cdnd Homer, seems slightly to regard what becomes of his 
promises and Pytbagofeati dnams* Is not NievlMa hi pM* 
pie's hand% and slidiiiiig ainost flash aa tlwif mmwry f So 
sacred is every wneient poem. As oft as a debate arises^ wbe« 
ther this poet or the other be preferable ; Pacuvius bears 
away the ehAriueter of a hsaroed, A^cius of a bUy trritdr ; Aft^ 
warn* gown is said to hav« itted Metunidev $ PUkums is eaii 
to fanny after the pai^ani of tha Sitiliaii ilyichWiiMaft C«ch 
fiua to excel in gravity, Terence in contrivance. These 
mighty Rome learns by heart, and these she views crowded ia 
her too narrow theatre ; these she esteems and accounts het 
poet%from Livy ^ the writer's age^ dmm towa ttnM. Shoit- 
thnes the populace see right : ttey a«a senetioiea Wrong. If 
they admire and extol the ancient poets, so as to prefer no* 
thing before, to compare nothing with them, they err : if they 
think and allow that they express some thld^ in an obsolete, 
most in a stsfi^ many in a cardMa manner ; they both think 
sensibly, and affvee with «M9» and deteraiiae with the assent of 
Jove himself. Not that 1 bear aa ill-will against Livy's epici^ 
and would doom them to destruction, which I remember the 
severe OrlHlius taught me when a boy ; but that they should 
s<em correct, beautifulk and very Uttia short of being perfect ; 
this is what I wonder at : Among whieh if by cbanoe a bright 
expression ^nes forth, and if one line or two happens to be 
somewhat terte and musical, this unreasonably carries off and 
sells the whole poevb I ami disgusted that any Ihmg should 
be found imH wH^ net bnsause it ia ahunpisii oomfiosiiioti ar 
inetegant, but because it is modem $ ajid that net a faveurabla 

• LIViiM Andrenlcus, th£ oldest of the Lat!A poitst Md tki Snl ofthm 
•who compos9d*0'play mfirm* 
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Nee ▼eniam andquis, sed honorem et pnemia poscL 
Recte necne crocum floresque perambulet Attae 
Fabula, si dubitem, clament peritsse pudorem 80 
Cuncti pene patres ; ea cum reprehendere coner, 
Q/tm gravis ^sopus, qus doctus Roseius egit ; 
Vel quia nil rectum, nisi quod placuit sibi, ducunt ; 
Vel quia turpe^putant parere minoribus, et quae 
Imberbi * didicere, senes perdenda fateri. 85 

Jam Saliare Numae carmen qui laudat, et illud. 
Quod mecum ignorat, solus vult scire videri ; 
logeniis hon ille favet plauditque sepultis, 
Nostra sed impugnat, nos nostraque lividus odit. 
Quod si tarn Graiis novitas invisa fiiisset, 90 

QuiLm nobis; quid nunc esset vetus? Aut quid ha- 

beret, 
Quod legeret tereretque viritim publicus usus ? 

Ut primiim positis nugari Graecia bellis • 

Coepit, et in vitium fortuna labier sequa ; 
Nunc athletarum studiis, nimc arsit equorum ; 95 
Marmoris, aut eboris fabros, aut aeris amavit ; 
Suspendit picta vultum mentemque tabella ; 
Nunc tibicinibus, nunc est gavisa tragoedis : 
Sub nutrice puella velut si luderet infans, 
Quod cupide petift, mature plena reliquit. 100 

Quid placet, aut odio est, quod non mutabile credas ? 
Hoc payees habuere bons, ventique secundi. 

Romae dulce diu fuit et solenne, reclusa 
Mane domo vigilare, clienti promere jura ; 
Cantos nominibus certis f expendere nummos ; 105 
Majores audire, minori dicere per quae 
Crescere res posset, minui damnosa libidp* 
Mutavit mentem populus leyis, et ealet uno 
Scribendi studio : pueri patresque severi 
Fronde comas vincti cGenant %, et cannina dictant. 1 10 

i 

• Imbet1>et. f S^riptos nominibqs rectit. | Certant. MttrU, ! 
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tSkmo^ M hmMir «id ramtodt aie faaiMiiUJ for th* M 

writers. Should I acniplcb whether or not iiOa's drama trod 
the saflron and flowers * in a proper manner* almost all the 
&tbers would ciy out; that toodesty was lost ; smcr I attempt* 
cd toflad Amkwith tfa«w pi^m wUMi the j^ibetit Mmnp^ 
iHiiHi the alolAil Roecmt wted : either hemm tktif eateevl 
iMtbing right, but what has pleased themselves ; or because 
they think it disgraceful to submit to their juniorsi and to coo« 
less» now they are old, that what they learned «ihen young, ii 
deaerving odty to he dcitiwyad. Kow he who ««telt Numa'i 
fialian hymii» and would aklae leem to uoderatand that wMch> 
•swell as I, he is ignorant of ; does not by that iavour and 
9y>pUud the geniuses whu^ have been long buried, but attacks 
eurs, enyioukly hating lu modems and erery thing of ours* 
"Whereas if novelty h^ been detested by the Greeks, aa ttttch 
at by us, what at this tine would there have been aneientf 
Or what would there have been* to be read and thumbed m 
common by every body ? 

When first Greece, her wars being over, began to triflb, and 
through prosperity to glide Into fetty { she glowed with the 
lova one while of wrettlersb another vdule of horses ; was fond 
of utificera in marble^ or in ivoiy, or in brass; hung her 
looks and whde attention upon a picture ; was delighted now 
with murieians, now with tragedians ; as if an infent 'girl she 
^ported under the nuioa^ aeon cloyed dio abandoned i^at be* 
fvre she earnest^ deiired» What w Mere ikai pleases^ or ia 
odious, which you may not think mutable. This ^eci ha4 
happy times of peace, and favourable gales of fortune, 

Ax Rome it was bng pleasing and eustomary to be up early 
with open doors, to expound the laws to clients ; to lay out 
money cautioiisly upon certainties ; to hear the elder, and to 
tell the younger by what meant ^AeiV fortunes might increase* 
and pernicious luxury be diminished. Ilie inconstant people 
ftave changed their mind, and gkiw with an universal ardour . 
for writing ; young hmh and grave fathers sop crowned with 
]eavc% aa4 dictate poetry* I myseU^ who affirm that I writ* 

• Perfitmei tMftrl twrv itriklied thnngh tki tomsn ikeatns^ mti 
lAf stage x»at cavnei «Mf A finnn* Titos Qiliotfv» 4sd fk* ntmamt 
«/* KXXA gi'vth him, tvUck tignifiu a mtm wm 'walki m tiptot. Hit 
mgmlarfiiUs htrt Muitd /«. 

U9 
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Ipse ego, qui nullos me affirmo sciibere versus, 
Invenior Parthis mendacior ; et prills orto 
Sole vigil, calamum et chartas et scrinia po6<k>« 
Navem agere ignaras navis timet ; abrotonum legro 
Non aodety nisi qui didicit, dare ; quod medicorum * 

est, 115 

PromittUDt medtci ; tractant fabrilia fabri : 
Scribimus indocti doctique poemata passim. 

Hie error tamen et levis heec insania quantas 
Virtutes habeat, sic collige : vatis avarus 
Non temere est animus : versus amat, hoc studet 

unum; 120 

Detrimenta, fugas servorum, incendia ridet 
Non fraudem socio, puerove incogitat uUam 
Pupillo ; vivit siliquis, et pane secundo ; 
Militias quanquam piger et malus, utilis urbi. 
Si das hoc, parvis quoque rebus magna juvari : (25 
Os tenerum pueri balbumque poeta figurat : 
Torquet ab obscoenis jam nunc sermonibus aurem ; 
Mox etiam pectus pneceptis format amicb, 
Asperitatis et invidise corrector et irte ^ 
Recte facta refert ; orientia teinpora notis 130 

Instruit exemplis ; inopem solatur et segrum. 
Castis cum pueris ignara puella mariti 
Disceret unde preces, vatem ni Musa dedisset ? 
Poscit opem chorus, et praesentia numina sentic ; 
Ccelestes implorat aqiuis, docta prece blandus ; 135 
Avertit morbos, metuenda pericula peilit ; 
Impetrat et pacem, et locupletem frugibus annum : 
Carmine Di superi placantur, carmine Manes. 

Agricolae prisci, fortes, parvoque beati, 
Condita post frumenta, levantes tempore festo 1^0 
Corpus et ipsum animum spe finis dura ferentem, 

• Mdiconun— Promlttuat mdM. Benfh 
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no verses, am found more fiilse than the ParthUos; andf 
awake before the sun i$ risen, I call for my pen and papers 
and desk. He» that is ignorant of a ship, is {Jraid to work a 
ship ; none, but who has learned the art, dares administer «oefs 
aoutheni*wood to the sick ; physicians undertake what belongs 
to physicians ; mechanics handle tools : but we, unlearned 
and learned, promiscuously write poems. 

Tet, what advantages this error and this slight madness has* 
thus compute : the poeC*8 mind is not easily covetous ; fond 
of verses, he studies this alone ; he laughs at losses, Rights of 
slaves, fires; he contrives no fraud against his partner, or 
his young ward ; he lives on husks, and brown bread ; though 
dastardly and unfit for war, be is useful at home, if you allow 
this, that great things may derive assistance from small ones. 
The poet fashions the child's tender and lisping mouth, and 
tmrns his ear even at this time from obscene language ; after- 
ward also he forms his heart with friendly precepts, the cor- 
rector of his r«uleness and envy and passion ; he truly records 
events (or, records virtuous actions), he instructs the rising 
Mge with approved examples, he comforts the indigent and the 
siek. . Whence should the virgin % stranger to a husband, 
wfth the chaste boys learn the solemn prayer, had not the 
,muse given a poet ? The chorus entreats the divine aid, and 
finds the gods propitious ; sweet in learned prayer, they im* 
plore the vraters of the heavens ; avert diseases, drive off im* 
pendmg dangers^ obtain both peace and years enriched with 
fruits. With song the gods a})ove are appeased, with song 
the gods below. 

Our ancient swvns, stout, and happy with a little^ after their 
gram was laid up, regaling with a festival season their bodies^ 
and even their minds, patient of hardships through the hope of 

Ik jmuttmg to tki nknm ptffoniUmet ^f the steykr 9di, 
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Ctim BOtlis oiMeratti jpuerli * €t e&DJ[a^ Mk 
Tellurem porco, SilTatnim lacte piabatit, 
Floiibus et vino Genium memorem f brevis am. 
FwcemiiBtt p«r huoc inventa % lioenifai moMm 14^ 
Venibut altenii« opprobria rastica Aidit ; 
Libertasque recurroDtes accepta pef annos 
liUAt lUDabiliter : doneo jam 8sbtu» apertam 
bi rabiem Tarti coepit jooui, et par hoMitaa 
Ire domos impund minax, Doluere craento 150 
Oente lacessiti ; fult intactis quoque eura 
Conditione tupar commum : quin etiam lax 
PoHiaque lasa> qoalo qiue noUet oamrina qQemqiiani 
DcKribi. Vertftre modum, foirinidine fiiiittt 
Ad ben^ dicandum delectandumque redact!. )55 

Gfttcia eapta ferum victorem cegk^ at artas 
Ititul&t agratti Latio. 8tc horridas ille 
Pefluxit fiumertts Saturnius, et grave virttf 
Mundidae pepulere : sed in longum taraen aevum 
Mansarunt) bedieque manant vettigia mrii. 160 

Serus ettiin Grscis admovit acamina chartH $ 
£t post Punipa bella quietus quserere coepit. 
Quid Sophocles et Thespis et JBschyhis utile ferrent : 
Tentavit qpioque rem § si dign^ vertare posset f 
£t placuit sibi, naturft sublimis et acer : \€B 

Nam spirat tragicum satts, et feliciter attdet ; 
Sed turpem putat inscite |) metuitque lituram. 

Creditur, ex medio quia res arcessit^ habere 
Sudoris minimum ; sed habet Comcedia tanto 
Plus oneris, quanto venise minus. Aspice Plautus 
Quo pacto partes tutetur amantis ephebi, 1 7 1 

Ut patris attenti, lenonis ut insidiosi ; 
Quantus sit Dossennus edacibus io parasitis ; 
Qu&m non adstricto percurral pulfnta socco. 

♦ Etouerb. ^ Mtmont. maJd, 1 IatccU. fim//. 

SDtiuumuU. {ilnKriptis. 
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Aeir en^ogi with their slaves, juid faithful wifet the partners 
of their labours, atoned with a hog the goddess Tellus, with 
nulk Silvanus, with flowers and wine the Genius that reminds 
lis of our short life. Invented by this custom, the Fescennine 
licentiousness poured forth its rustic taunts in alternate verses ^ 
and this liberty^ rec^ved down through revolving years, sport- 
ed pleasingly : till at length the bitter raillery b^an to be 
turned into open rage, and threatening with impunity to stalk 
tiirough reputable families. They, who suffered from its 
bloody tooth, smarted with the pain ; the unhurt likewise, 
were concerned for the common condition tfaUi farther also 
a law and a penalty were enacted, which forbade that any one 
should be stigmatised in, lampoon. Through fear of the basti- 
nado, they were reduced to the necessity of changing their 
manner, and of praising and delighting. 

Captive Greece took captive her fierce conqueror, and in* 
troduced her arts into rude Latium. Thus flowed off the 
rough Saturnian numbers, and delicacy expelled the rank vi- 
Tulence : but for a long time remained, and at this day re- 
main, 9ome traces of rusticity. For late the Roman hvriter 
applied his genius to the Grecian pages ; and enjoying rest 
srfter the Punic wars, began to search what useful matter So- 
l^ocles, and Thespis, and ^schylus afforded : he tried too, if 
be could with dignity translate their works ; and pleased him- 
self in the events bemg by nature of a genius sublime and 
strong : for he breathes a spirit tragic enough, and dares suc- 
cessfully: but fears a blot, and tiiinks it disgraceful in his 
irri tings. 

Comedy is belieired to require the least pains, because it 
^ches its subject from common life ; but the less indulgence 
it meets with, the more labour it requires. See how Plautus 
supports the character of a lover under age, how that of a co- 
retous father, how those of a cheating pimp : how Dossennus 
exceeds all measure in his voracious parasites; with how loose 
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Oeoiil enin imminttd] in tecoloi^dMiiltitftrci ; IMMCboc 
Sbcuras, cadat an recto stet fdbula tato. I7s 

Quem tulit ad scenam ventoso Gloria cana, 
EsaBinat lentuft ipfictatoTi leduhia iaflaft : 
Sic I«ire^ tic parvum 68t, aftimnfti quod lau^ atarum 
Submit ac reficit ! Valeat t& hidicira, si me 180 
Palma negate macmm, donata reditdt <^[HmttBi. 

Saepe etiam andacem fiigat hoc temtqua po^^tam ; 
Qadd numeiro plures, tfnute et honore minof^s^ 
Indocti stoiidique, et depugnare parati 
Si discordet eques^ media inter carmm poicuat 18S 
Aut ursum aut pugiles ; his mam plaliieala gandet.^ 
Venim equitfsf quoquejam migravitab aurevoluptas 
Omnid ad incertos j: oculos, et gaudia vana. ^ 

Qiiatuor a^t plures aulsea premoatiir in hofa^, 
Dmn fbgimit eqyitiun tuktnsa peditumqua eatarras : 
Mox trahitbr manibus regum fortuna retorts ; idl 
Esseda festinant^ pilenta, peterrita, naves ; 
Captivum portatiiir ebur^ captiva CorintbuSk 
Si ibreC in terris^ rideret Dmnoaritus ) atu 
Diversum conftisa genus pantbera cameloy 19B 

Sive elephas albus vulgi convefteret ora. 
Spectaret populum bidis alteotitis ipsis» 
Ut sibi prsebentem mimo speetaeula phiM : 
Scriptores ^utem narrafe putaret aselto 
Fabeilam surdo. Nam qu£ pervincere voces 5^0 
Evaluere sonnm, veferunt qoem nostra theatra? 
Garganum mugire putes nemus, aut mare Tuscum ; 
Tanto cum strepitu ludi spectantur, et artes, 
Divitieque peregrinae ; quibus oblitus actor 
Ciim stetit in 8cen4, concurrit dextera l«vae. 201? 
Dixit adhuc aliqutd ? Nil san^. Quid placet ergo ? 
Lana § Tarentino violas imitata veneno. 

# Plaudit, f Equiti. BitUt, | Ingratoi. BaUL Incestot. Curm* 
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andm»dtu a look he nms over tbe itiige : for he ia glid tf» 
put the money in his pocket, after tfiis regardless^ whemer hla 
play stand or falL 

Him, whom Glory Sa her tity ear hit hMMCflit «p#n the 
atage* the c^tekaa apteHrtttr Ai|Riits, the atMotiTe pvl^ up : 
so hffht, so small a ipatter it i% which overtuna qr raises a 
xpind eo¥etoua of praise ! Adieu the ludicrous business afdro" 
matte vfritingt if apphuse denied brings me back meagre, be- 
stowed fwiilws me fidl ef flesh and spirits. 

This too frequently drivaa awvy and deters evsn an advent 
lurous poet ; that tb^r who are in number morei in worth 
and ranK inferior, unlearned and foolish, and (if the equestrian 
order dissents) ready to fhll to bkiws, in the midst of the pbty 
call for either a bear or bostrs ; for in these the mob delight. 
Nay, even all the pleasure of our knights is now tmatiflBrred 
firoB the ear to the uncertain eyes, and their vain amusements. 
The curtains are kept down for four hours or mor^ while 
troops of horse and companies of foot flee over the stage : 
next is dragged forward the foitime of king% with their hands 
bound behind them ; ehariotst VMeth earriages, ibips hurry 
on ; captive ivoiy, ci^tive Corinth is borne along. Demo* 
eritus, if he were on earth, would laugh ; whether a panther, a 
different genus confused with the camel, or a white elephant at* 
tnctedtheeyesof theerowd. He would view the people more 
attentively than the aporta thain|plie» as affordu^ him more 
strange sights than the actor : and, for the writers, be would 
think they told their story to a deaf ass. For what voices are 
ahle to oveibear the din with which our theatres resound? 
Tou would thhik the grave of Oaaganus, or the T^isean sea, 
was roaring; inth so great noise aie viewed the shows, and 
eontrivancesi and foreign riches ; with which the actor being 
daubed over, as soon as he appears upon the stage, each right 
hand encounters with the left. Has he said any thing yk? 
Nothing at aU. What then p lea s e s th^ people to much f 
The dolh iodtaaiig «k <fjeitr ^ vi«Iet« with the dye of Ta- 
xentum. 
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Ac ne fortd putes rae^ que fiicere ipse recusem, * 
Cum recte tractent alii, laudare raaligne ; 
lUe per extentum funem mihi posse ?idetur 210 
Ire poeta, meum qui pectus inaoiterangit, 
Irritat, mulcet, falsis terroribus implet, 
Ut magus; et * modd me Thebis, modd ponit Athenis. 

Verum age, et his, qui se lectori credere malunt> 
Qu^ spectatoris fastidia ferre superbi, 21 S 

Curara impendef brevem ; si munits Apolline dignum 
Vis complere libris, et vatibus addere calcar, 
Ut studio majore petant Helicona virentem. 

Multa quidem nobis facimus mala sepd poUkst 
(Ut vineta egomet caedam mea> cikm tibi librum 920 
Solicito damus, aut fes&o ; cum Itedimur, unum 
Si quis amicorum est ausus reprendere versum ; 
Cum loca jam recitata revolvimns irrevocati ; 
Ci^m lamentamur non apparere labores 
Nostros, et tenui deducta poemata filo ; 225 

Cum speramus e6 rem venturam, ut, simul atque 
Carmina rescieris nos fingere, commodus liUro 
Arcessas, et egere vetes, et scribere cogas. 
Sed tamen est operse pretium cognoscere, quales 
JBdituos habeat belli spectata domique 230 

Virtus, indigno non committenda poetae. 
Gratus Alexandro regi Magno fuit ilie 
Choerilus, iocuitis qui versibus et male natis 
Rettulit acceptos, Regale numisma, Philippos. 
Sed, veluti tractata notam l^bemque remittunt SS5 
Atramenta, fere scriptores carmine foedo 
Splendida facta linunt. Idem rex ille, poema 
Qui tam ridiculum tam care prodigu^ emit, 
Edicto vetuity ne quis se, prseter Apellem, 

« St inagiu et, ITakrf, t Redde. 
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And. that you may not think I enviously pTaise those kinds 
of writing, which I decline undertaking, . when others execute . 
Aem well : that poet to me seems able to walk upon an ex- 
tended rope *, who with his fictions grieves my soul, enrages, 
soothes, fills it with false terrors, as an enchanter ; and sets 
me now in Thebes, now in Athens. 

But of those too, who had rather trust themselves with a 
reader, than bear the disdain of an haughty spectator, use a lit- 
tle care ; if yon would fill with books the librartf you have 
erected (which it an o£fering worthy of ApoUo) and add an 
incentive to the poets, that with greater eagerness they may 
apply to verdant Helicon. 

We poets, it is true (that I may hew down my own vine- 
yards) often do ourselves a great many mischiefs, when we 
present a work to you while you are thoughtful, or fatigued ; 
when we are pained, if any friend has dared to find fault with 
one line ; when, unasked, we read over again passages already 
repeated t when we lament that our labours do not appear, 
and our poems spun out in a fine thread : when we hope the 
thing wiU come to this, that aa soon as you are aj^rised we 
are penning verses, you will kindly of yourself send for us, 
and secure us from want, and oblige us to write. But yet ic 
is worth while to know, who shall be the priests f of your vir- 
tue signalised in war and at home, which is not to be trusted 
to an unworthy poet A fitvouritc with king Alexander the 
Great was that Choerilus, who to his uncouth and ill-formed 
verses owed the many pieces he received of Philip's royal 
coin f . But, as ink when touched leaves behind it a mark and 
blot, so writers as it were stain shining actions fay foul poetry. 
That same king, who prodigally bought so dear so ridiculous 
a poem, by an edict forbade that any one besides Apelles 

* GHftt m deiperate pnofefkit Ml!. 

t .£dltuo«.3 Since the time that Augustus had received divine ht* 
nourst our poet looked upon hit actions as things sacred. His virtue it 
nnv become a goddess, and hat a temple consecrated to lur, and poets are 
the guardsant and priests of its mysteries. Such it the meaning of aedi- 
tnoa, and such the tuperlatvve state of flattery in the golden age ^f Ro" 
nun ^eraturet 

t FUcaofgold with FbUip's head upon thenh thmce called PhiHppi. 

X 
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Kngeret, sot dins Lys^po dueeret * «» 940 

Fortis Alezftodri Tultum simulantia* Quid si 

Judicium subtile videndb artiiNis iUud 

Ad libros ct wl hme MtHaram dona tocaws^ 

Bceotibn in crasso jurares aere naCnm. 

At neque dedecorant tuade se judida, atque 245 

Muaera» qu» mu}t6 daotis cum laude fukruuty 

Dilecti tibi ^rgilius Vaiiutque poets | 

Xfec magis expressi vuhus per ahenea signs, 

Quam per yatis opus mores animique virorum 

Clarorum apparent Nee sermones 9gp maliem 85p 

Repentes per homaniy quam res eompooere gestas, 

Terrarumque situs et ilumina dicere, et arces 

Montibus impositas, et barbara regna, tuisque 

Auspiciis totura conliecta duella per effbein» 

Cfaastraqne eustodeni pads eol|ibeBtia Jannm, 955 

Et formidatam Parthls, te principe, Romam ; 

Si» quantum cuperem» possem quoque* Sed neique 

panrum 
Carmen majestas reeipit tua, nee mens audet 
Rem tentare pudor, quam vires ferre recusent. 
SeduUtas autem stulte» quern diligit» urguctt ; 2C0 
Prccipue cika se numeiis conunendat et arte^ 
DiKit enim dtiih meminitque libeatids iUud 
Quod quis deridet, qu&m quod probat et veneratur. 
Nil moror officium^ quod me gravat : ac neque ficto 
In pejus vultu proponi cereus usquam, 2i»5 

Nee pravd factis decorari versibus opto : 
Ne rubeam pingui donatus munere, et un^ 
Cum scriptore meo capsa porrectus aperta, 
Deferar in vicum vendentem thus et odores» 
£t piper^ et quidquid chartis amidtur ineptis. -f- 270 

• CttdereC f Ineqitto. 
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thAuld ptiot him, or that any other than Lytippua ihould 
mould hrasa for the likeness of the valiant Alexander. But 
should you call that faculty of his, so delioate in discerning 
pther arts, to judge of hooks and oJT these gifts of the muses, 
you would swear be had been bom in the gross air of the 
Boeotians. Yet neither do Vicgil and VarUis» your beloyed 
poets, disgrace your judgment of them, and the presents which 
they have received with great honour to the donor ; nor do 
the features of illustrious men appear more lively expressed 
by statues of brasf^ than thdr manners and ininds expressed 
1^ the works of ^ poet Nor would I rather compose such 
tracts as these creeping on the ground, than record deeds of 
arms and the situations of countries, and riven, and forts 
reared upon mountains, and barbarous kingdoms, and wars 
brouglit to a conclunon throvgh the whole world under your 
nuspice^ and the barriers that confine Janus the guardian of 
j^eaoe^ and Rome dreaded by the Barthiana under your go* 
vemment ; if I were but able to do as much as I could wish. 
But ndther does your majesty admit of grpvellii^ poetry, n^r 
dares my modesty attempt a sulyect, which my strength is 
unable to support. Yet officiousne^ foolishly disgusts the 
person whom it Ipves ; espedaUy, ifhen it teoommends itse{f 
hf numbers and the art ofwritsng. For one learns sooner, 
and more willingly remembers, that which a man derides, than 
that which he approves and venerate^. I value not the zeal, 
that gives me uneasiness : nor do I wish to be set out any 
\rhere in wax, with a face formed for the worsen nor to be ce- 
lebrated in il^composed poetry : lest I blush, n^en presented 
with the gross gift ; and, exposed in aq open box along with 
my author, be conveyed into the street that sells frankincense^ 
and spioes, and pepper, and whatever ia wr^ppM^ up in imp^r- 
tinent writings. 
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EPISTOLA II. 

AD JULIUM FLORUM. 
•♦ 

.Excmando se, gubd nihil ad iUum tcripserit, meUus esse de» 
clarat vitam gudm versus componere. 

Flore, bono claroque fidelis amice Neroni, 
6i quis forte velit puerum tibi vendere natum 
Tibure vel Gabiis, et tecum sic agat : ' Hie et 
Candidus, et talos k vertice pulcher ad imos^ 
Fiet eritque tuus nummorum miliibus octo ; 5 

Verna ministeriis ad nutus aptus heriles ; 
Literulis Grsecis imbutus, idoneus arti 
Cuilibet ; argilla quidvis imitaberis * uda ; 
Quin etiam canet indoctum, eed dulce bibenti : 
Multa (idem promissa levant, ubi plenties aequo 10 
Laudat venales, qui vult extrudere, merces. 
Kes urguet me nulla : meo sum pauper in are : 
Nemo hoc mangonum faceret tibi : non temere & me 
Quivis ferret idem : semel hie cessavit ; et (ut fit) 
In scalis latuit metuens pendentis habense. 15 

.Des nummoSy excepta nihil te d fuga laedit.'-l* 
Ille ferat pretium, poense securus, opinor* 
Prudens emisti vitiosum : dicta tibi est lex. 
Insequeris taroen hunc, et lite moraris iniqul^. 

Dixi me pigrum proficiscenti tibi, dixi 20 

Talibus officiis prope mancum ; ne mea saevus 
Jurgares ad te qu^d epistola nulla yeniret. 
Quid tum profeci, mecum facientia jura 
Si tamen attentas ? Quereris super hoc etiam, qu5d 
Exspectata tibi non mittam carmina mendax. 25 

« Imitabitur. t tKdat. Wakrf* 






to JULIUS FLOBU& 

JH apologising Jbr not hafiing written to hinif heshowSt that 
the weU'ori^ing 6f life a> qf more irnportance than tha 
eompmtion <f tnrrwi* 

£ L0EU8, thou futhful fnen4 to the good and illustrious Ne« 

jfo, if by chance any one should offer to sell you a boy born 

•t Tibur of Grabii, and should titeat with you in this manner x 

f llili be^ «»&• i$ both gaod-iuitiind» and weli-lkvimred from 

** head to foot» shall become and be yours for eight thousand ' 

f* sesterces ; a domestic slavey ready in his attendance at his 

** master*s nod % initiated in the Greek language, of a capacity 

^ for any art : you may shape out any thing witii sndi moilt 

f* clay : besides, he will sing in ai| ardess maaner^ but yet en* 

*'tertaining over a glass of wine* lAvish prenuses bssen 

*' credit, when any one cries' up extravagantly the wares he 

** has for sale, which he wants io put ofE No emergency ob- 

** liges me to dispose of >him : tlumgk poor, I am in nobody's 

" debt None i^ the chapmen woald do this for you ; nor 

^ should every body readily receive the same {a favour) from 

** me. Once, indeed^ he loitered on an errand j and (as it 

*' generally happens) absconded, being afraid of the lash that 

** hangs in the stair-case*. Give me your money, if this run- 

<« away trick, which I have excepted, does not ofiend you." 

In my opmion, the man may take his price, and be secure from 

any legal punishment : you wittingly purchased a good-for* 

nothing boy: the condition of the contract was told you. 

Nevertheless you prosecute this man, and detain him in an 

ui^ustsuit. • 

I told you, at your setting out, that I was indolent ; I told 
you, I was in a manner incapable of such offices : that you 
might not chide me in angry fnood, because no letter^rom me 
came to hand. What then have I proftted, if you notwith- 
standing arr^gn the very conditions that noake for roe ? On 
the same score too you complain, that / am worse than my 
word, and do not send you the verses you expected. 

• ne whip toas huni en the stMr-cate, tc b* aiwms before the eyu •/ 
•!# i/atw/| tiat Ikef mAgla tee the tuugqtumi efe ^ v m ng. 

X 3 



24.6 EPISTOL. Lib. II. 

Luculli miles collecta viatica multls 
JErumnis, lassus dum noctu stertit, ad assem 
Perdiderat : post hoc vehemens lupus *, et sibi et hosti 
Iratus pariter, jejunis dentibus acer, 
Pnesidium regale loco dejecit, ut aiuat, 30 

Summe munito et multarum divite rerum. 
Clarus ob id factum, donis ornatur f honestis ; 
Accipit et bis dena super sestertia nummi^m. 
Forte sub hoc tempus, castellum evertere prstor 
Kescio quod cupiens, hortari coepit eundem 35 

Verbis, quse timido quoque possent addere mentem : 
* I, bone, qud virtus tua te vocat ; I pede fausto, 
Grandia laturus meritorum praemia. Quid stas ?" 
Post haec ille catus, quantumvis rusticus, * Ibit, 
Ibit eo qud vis, qui zonam perdidit,' inquit. 40 

Romae nutriri mihi contigit, atque doceri 
Iratus Graiis quantum nocuisset Achilles. 
Adjecere bonae paulo plus artis Athenas : 
Scilicet ut possem curvo dignoscere rectum, 
Atque inter silvas Academi quaerere verum. 45 

Dura sed emovere loco me tempora grato; 
Civilisque rudem belli tulit aestus in arma, 
Caesaris Augusti non responsura lacertis. 
Unde simul primiim me dimisere Philippi, 
Decisis humilem pennis, inopemque paterni 50 

£t laris et fundi, paupertas impuiit audax 
Ut^versus fecerem : sed, quod non desit, habentem^ 
Quae poterunt unquam satis expurgare cicutse, 
Ni melius dorm ire putem quam scribere versus ? 

Singula de nobis anni praedantur euntes ; 5S 

Eripuere jocos, venerem, cotivivia, ludum ; 
Tendunt extorquere poemata. Quid faciam vis ? 

Denique non omnes eadem mirantur, amantque. 

# (Vehemeiu lupus ut} UarU, f Ooeratur. Waktf, 
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A loldier of liucullus*, having run through a great many 
hardships, was robbed of his stock to a penny, aa he Uiy snorw 
ing in tbe night quite fatigued : after this, like a ravenous 
wolf equally exasperated at himself and the enemy, eager with 
bis hungry fapgs, he beat off a royal guard from a post (as 
they report) very strongly fortified, and well supplied with m<* 
litary stores. Made famous for this exploit, he is crowned 
with honourable rewards, and receives twenty thousand sester- 
ces into the bargun. It happened about this time, that his 
officer, being inclined to batter down a certain fort, began to 
encourage the same soldier, with words that might even have 
given courage to a coward : '* Go, my brave fellow, whither 
** your valour calls you ; go with prosperous step, in order to 
" receive the ample rewards of your merit. Why do you he- 
<* sitate ?'* Upon this, he archly, though a mere rustic : " He 
** who has lost his purser may march to the place you point 
«* out," says be. 

It was my lot to be educated at ^me^ apd to be instructed 
from the Hiad, how much the exasperated Achilles prejudiced 
the cause of the Greeks. Ingenuous Athens gave me some 
additional learning : that is to say, to be able to distinguish a 
right line from a curve, and seek after truth in the groves of 
Academus *. But the troublesome times removed me from 
that pleasant spot ; and the tide of a civil war carried nae 
away, unexperienced as / was, into arms, into arms not likely 
to be a match for the sinews of Augustus Caesar. Whence^ 
as soon as the battle of Fhilippi dismissed me in an atgect con« 
dition, with my wings clipped and destitute both of house and 
land, daring poverty urged me on to the composition of verses : 
but now, having more than is wanted, what medicines would 
be efficacious enough to cure my madness, if I did not think it 
better to rest than to write verses ? 

The advancing years rob us of every thing ; they have taken 
away my mirth, my gallantry, my revellings, and play ; they 
are now proceeding to force poetzy from me. What would 
you have me do ? 

In short, all persons do not love and admire the same things. 

• A wealthy Athenian, xvha kfl it tht pUhtopkirs « fitu knut at A- 
thens, adomed with a magnifUmt gaUny, a number of statues and bnkt, 
and a ktrge parkpiauted with trtu. 
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Caminttiipikioi; hie drieetatiir iamU»; 
IHe Bkineis iermofiibit^ et site bignk M 

Tres mihi convivie prope diisentire tidenlur, 
Poscentet Tario muitiim direna palato, 
Quiddem? Qindijtondmn? Remiisqiiodta^^jiibct 

idter: 
Quod petis^ id san^ est inv{sum addumque duobus, 

Prster ceteniy me Romiene poemata censes 65 
Seribere posse, inter tat eunis totque labores ? 
Hie sponsum irocKt, Mc attditttm scripta, relictis 
Omnibas officiis ; cubat hie in colie Quiriniy 
Hic extreme in Aventino ; yisendus uterque. 
Intenralla vides humane commoda* ' Verto 70 
Pure sunt platese^ nihil ut peditantibus obstet.* 
Pestinat calidus mulis genilisque redeintor : 
Torquet nunc lapidem, nunc ingens machina tignum : 
Tristia robastis luctantur funera plaustrb : 
H4c rabiosa fugit canis, hftc lutulente ruit sub. 75 
I nunc, et versus tecum roeditare canoros. 
Scriptorum chorus omnis amat nemus^ et fugit urbes^ 
llit^ diens Baechi somno gaodentis et umbra. 
Tu me inter strqntus noctumos atque diumos 
Vis canere, et cunctata f sequ) vestigia vatum ? 80 
Ingeoium, sibi quod X vacuas d^^msit Atb^nas^ 
£t % studiis annos septem dedit, ipsenuitque 
Libris et curis, statua tadtumi^s j: exit 
PIenimque» et risu populum quatit ; htc ego ref um 
PluGtibus in m^is» et tempeiitatibus urbis* 85 

Verba lyrse rootura sonum connectere digner ? 

Prater efat Rottte eottsulti § rhetor, ut alter 
Alteriuf aermoQe meros nudiret honores : 

• Tu quod. t Contracts. Ctnttdta. HM tacU. 3tiiil. Hofi 
crnicta. tr^dd, 
• i Qui— ut— Tadturalor. Cunm, 

I PtctM cnt Roms conittlto. MtntI, 
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You delight in <lie ode : this man is pleased with iambics ; 
that widi satires written in the manner of. Bion, and virulent 
wit Three guests scarcely can be found to agree in taste, 
craving very different dishes with various palate. What shall 
I give ? What shall I not give ? You forbid, what another de- 
mands; what. you de^U»» &at truly is sour and disgustful, to 
the other two. 

Besides other difficulties, do you think it practicable for me 
to write poems at Rome, amidst so many solicitudes,' and so 
many fatigues ? One calls me as his security, anpther to hear 
his works, all business else apart ; one lives . on the mount of 
Quirinus, the other in the extremity of the Aventine ; yet both 
must be waited on. The distances between them, you see, 
are charmingly commodious *. ** But the streets are clear, 
** to that there can be no obstacle to the thoughtfuL.** — A 
builder in heat hurries along with his mules and porters : the 
machine whirls aloft at one time a stone, at another a great 
piece of timber : the dismal funerals dispute the way with the 
unwieldy carriages : here runs a mad dog, there rushes a sow 
berimed with mire. — Oo bow» and meditate with youivelf your 
liaimonious verses. The whole choir of ppets love the 
grov^ and ^void cities, due votaries to Bacchus delighting in 
repose and shade. Would you have me, amidst so great noise 
both by night and day, attempt to sing, and trace the difficult 
footsteps of the poets ? A genius who has chosen out the quiet 
Athens ybr his residence, and has devoted seven years to stu- 
dy, and has grown old in books and study, frequently walks 
forth more dumb than a statue, and shakes the people's sides 
with laughter t but here, in the midst of the biUovrs and tem- 
pests of the ci^t can I be thought c^iable to connect words 
likely to wake the sound of the lyre ? 

At B^me there was a rhetorician, brother to a lawyer ; so 
fond of each other were they, that they would hear nothing but 

« ironicallf^or these tw» mounte were at the northern and toutherm 
extremes tfKome. 
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OifBCthnt m Mt m Ibem, hie • bI MiMiiH iyi, , 
Qut liliiiilB afgutoft vl^x^t f ftiror isce ptfStas ? 90 
CarmiQa cotepono, hie elegos ; min^uk visu, 
Cfthitaiiiqiw % novem Mtiik opiu. Aipicey prlmiuQ^ 
Quanto cum fiutu, qnanMr tt(|)iiiiiMi dne m ii ' 
Spectemoft vacuam Romanis vatibus ede^. 
Mox etiam (h forte- yacas) sequejre, et procul midi 94 
Quid fanifey at ipma Hbi a c e tat olep^e ovvooam. , 
Ciediinur, et totfdem plagfo eottsafiiiiiiiiB hoaMp, 
Lento Samnit^ ad lUmiHa prima duello. 
IDiflcedo Alcttus puneto inius ; ille meo quis ? 
Quis, niii Callimachtts ? Si plus adpoieera visvfi 100 
Fit Mimnemms, IH; optirb cognomine ercHieit* 
Mjuha feroy ut plac^ni genus ifHtHbiie tdCUtn, 
Cum ecribo ; et stipplex populi su^higia capto ; 
idem, finktft 0ttidni et mente redeptl^ 
Obttifem § patdlaA imputi^ legfemibos nmeSi f^ 

kidentur mala qui coniponUnt carihina i VtSttlh 
Gaudent seribeDteai et se vehecantur^ e^ ultro. 
Si taonas, laodant j qnidqwd colnpsere^ bead. 
At qui le^tliijnm dUpi^t fbdi^e pbefan. 
Cum tabulis animum c^nsbris sum^t kon6§tl : 1 10 
Audebit quaaounque paT'^ splendoris babebuat* 
St sind poddere ^^nt et heiiOFe indigna^ ferentur. 
Verba movere )oco ; qtiamtis inVita nec^dant, 
£t II versentur adhuc Intra penetralia Vestas : 
Obscurata diu populo bonus eruet, atque 11^ 

Proferet in lucem 6pech»a vocabula rerum» 
Quae, priscis memorata Catonibus atque Cethegis, 
Nunc sittisjnformis premit et deserta vetustas : 
Adadscet nova» quae genitor produxerit usus : 
Vebemens, et liquidus, purpque simillimus amni, 120 
Fundet opes, Latiumque beabit divite lingua : 

* Rnk nt Mttdas fOt» lamb, f Venat. Bentl. 

t Sacntumquc MttUl, % Obtoidam. trak^, \\ Ut. mkef. 
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the mere (rtd^Ml «f eteb «tbtr t ia^omiiBli tM t||# lHUff IH^ 
peared a Gracchus to the former, (he former a Mucius to the 
latter. Why should this phrensy af&ct the obstreperous ppets 
in a less degree ? I write odes* another elegies : a work won- 
derfol to behoU, and bunushed by llic dlM Mwaa ! Obsorre 
first, with wbal a fintidiQVt WfV wMl wbM M|q>ort|nH^ mp Hr- 
vey the temple af Jpollo vacant for the Boniftp ^^^ lo the 
next place you may follow (if you are at leisure) and hear 
what each producei^ and wherefore each Weaves fin himself 
the laurel crown. Liiee HuBiiita * ^adial^vt in slov.doel, tii) 
caadle-Uffht, we 9x» ^tmm m^ wml»<HA the enfinai! w)|b 9qu4 
blows. 1 come off AJc9ev4i ip his fmShP^ > be in ix))n^ who ? 
Why, who but Callima^bus ? Or, if he seems to make a great- 
er demand, ht becottiibs l^fimnermos, and grows in fame by 
the chosen vpftHknUitL If nob do I endure^ in oidei to pMi- 
fy tbis passionate race of po«la, wh^ I p^a^ .wfiting | mid ^b* 
missive court the applause of the people : but, having finished 
my studies and recovered my senses, 1, the same man, can now 
boldly stop my open ears against redters. 

Those^ who mak* b|d venet, are laughed aft : but liiey are 
pleased in writiilgi fU^d reveren^Q (htipkselves i and, if you are 
silent, they faU to prising pf their owp accord ; hf^y« what- 
ever be their performance. But he, who desires to execute a 
genoine poem, wiil with bis papers assume the spirit of an ho* 
nest critic : wbata««r words ittall have but lit^ daamess and 
elegance, or shall he witheut weight ^ held un^rorthy pf es- 
timation, he will dare to displace ; tjiough they ipay recede 
with reluctance, and still remun in the sanctuary of Vesta 1 1 
those that have been long hidden from the people be kindly 
will dsag fortta^ and bring to bgbt those expnsaive denonuna^ 
tippf of things, that were y^ by the Catoes and Cfeth^uiaa 
of ancient times, though now deformed dust and neglected 4ge 
rests upon them : he will adopt new words, which use, th£ pa- 
rent of hinguage, shall produce : ibrdUe^ and perspicuous^ 
and bearing the utmost similitttde to a Umpid stieam, he will 
pour out his treasure^ and ^nrich Lattum with a cpn^c^h^- 

« The Samnite gladiatorj wed to fight with fitts, for the entertainment 
of the tuestt at suppef'timt. 

t Tie Peneti^ha VeyUe were onlj to be entered bf the high-priettj in 
uUujten fo xot^ch iHorace kitmvrouj^ nuHltt the potrt duttnit MBctuist 
taoctorum. 
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Luxuriantia compescet : nimh aspera sano 
Levabit cuitu : virtute carentia toilet : 
Ludentis speciem dabit, et torquebitur, ut qui 
None Satyruna, nunc agrefttem Cyclopa movetur. 125 

Praetuleriffl scriptbr delirus inenque ▼ideri, 
Dum mea delectent mala me, vel denique fallant, 
Quam Bapere et ringi. Fuit baud ignobilis Argos * 
Qui se credebat miros audire tragoedos,. 
In vacuo betus sessor plausorque theatro : ISO 

Caetera qui vitee servaret munia recto 
More ; bonus sane vicinus, amabilis hospes, 
Comis in uxorem, posset qui ignoscere senris, 
£t signo IflBSo non insanire lagenae : 
Posset qui rupem, et puteum vitare patentem. 135 
Hie, ubi cognatorum opibus curisque refectus 
Expulit elleboro morbum bilemque meraco, 
£t redit ad sese : * Pol me occidistis, amiciy 
Non senr&stis, ait ; cui sic extorta voluptas, 
£t demtus per vim f mentis gratissimus error.' 140 

Nimirikm sapere est abjectis utile nugis, 
£t teropestivum pueris concedere ludum ; 
Ac non verba sequi fidibus modulanda Latinis, 
Sed veras numerosque modosque ediscere vitae. 
Quocirca mecum loquor hec, tacitusque recordor : 
* Si tibi nulla sitim finiret copia lymphs, 146 

Narrares medicis. Quod quanto plura par4sti, 
Tanto plura cupis, nulline faterier audes ? 
Si vulnus tibi monstrata radice vel herba 
Non fieret levins ; fugeres radice vel herba 150 

Proficiente nihil curarier. Audteras, cui 
Rem Dt donarent, illi decedere pravam 
Stultitiam ; et cum sis aihilo sapientior, ex quo 

• Argil. t Prethiin. Z«f»/. 
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Ave language: Ae Inxuriftiit be wUl lop: the too-Wih be 
will soften with a sensible cultivation : those void of expres- 
sion he will £9card : he will exhibit the appetirance of one at 
play ; and will be (tn hi* invention) on the rack, like a efan- 
cer on the stage, who one while af&cts the modoils of a Satyr, 
at another of a clumsy Cyclops. 

I had rather be esteemed a foolish an^ dull writer, while my 
follies please myself, or at least escape my notice^ than be wise 
and smart for it There lived at Afgos a man of no incon- 
aderable rank^ who imagined that he waa hearing some adnu- 
nble tragedians, a joyfiil sitter and apptauder in an empty 
theatre : who nevertheless could support the other duties a£ 
life in a just manner; a truly honest neighbour, amiable for 
his hosfHtality, kind towards his wife, one who could pardoi| 
his slaves.^ a tfiiudl fatUt, nor would rave at the breaking 
o£ a bottle seal : one who had sense enough to avoid a pre- 
cipice, or an open welL This man, being cured at the ex* 
pense and by the care of his relations, when h6 had expelled 
by the means of pure hellebore the ^sorder and melancholy 
humour, and returned to himself : ** By heavens, my fnend^ 
'* (said he) you have destroyed, not saved me ; to rob me 
thus of my pleasure^ and take from me by force such a moat 
agreeable delusion of mind.*' 

In a word it is of the firat consequence to be wis^in the re- 
'-jectiafn of trifles, and lea^ve childish play to boys for whom it 
is in season ; and not to .scan words to be set to mu^c for the 
Koman harps, but rather to be perfectly an adept in the num- 
bers and proportiona of real life. Thus therefore I commune 
with myself, and ponder theae things in nlence : ** If no quan- 
** tity of water would put an end to your thirsty you would tdi 
** it to your physicians. And is there none to whom you 
** dare confess, that the more you get, the more you crave ? 
<* If you had a wound, which was not relieved 1:^ a plant or 
** root prescribed to you, you would refuse being doctored with 
** a root or plant that did no good.' You have heard that vl- 
** cious folly Ipft the man, on whom the gods confenred wealth | 

Vol. IL Y 
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Plenior et, tameo uUris monitoribus tfedem ? 
At si divitifle prudentem reddere possent, 155 

Si cupidum tinudumque miniks te ; nempe ruberes, 
Viveret in terris te fi qius orarior uno.' 

Si proprium e8t> qaod qois librft mercatiu et ere * 
esty 
QuflBdam (si credis consultis) mancipat usiis : 
Qui te pascit ager, tuus est ; et TiHicos Orbi, 160 
Cikm segetes occat tibi moxirameiita datoras -f>, 
.Te dominum sentit Das nummos ; accipis uTam, 
PulloSj ovn, cadam temeti : nempe modo isto 
Paulatini mercaris agrum, fortasse trecentts, 
Aut etiam sapth, nummonim millibus emtum. 165 
Quid refert, vivas numerato nuper, an olim ? 
Emtor Aricini quondam Veientis et anri 
Emtum coenat olus, quamvis aliter putat ; emtis 
Sub noctem gelidam lignis calefiictat ahenum. 
Sed vocat usque suum^ qua populus adsita certis 170 
Limitibus yicina refigit % juigia ; tanqnam 
Sit proprium quidquam, puncto quod mobilis bore. 
Nunc prece, nunc pretio^ nunc vi, nunc morte § su« 

prem& 
Permutet dominos et cedat in altera jura. 
I^c quia perpetuus nulli datur usiis, et hseres 175 
Hseredem alterius \\, velut unda supervenit undam ; 
Quid vid prosunt aut horrea ? Quidve Calabris 
Saltibus adjecti Lucani ; si metit Orcus 
Grandia com parvu, non exorabilis auro ? 

Gemmas, marmor, ebur, Tyrriiena figiJlai tabel- 
las» lao 

Aigentum, vestes Gaetulo murice tinctas. 
Sunt qui non habeant ; est, qui non curat habere 

« Merc»tar et anre. t Datnnu. ) Rifiigic. 

I Forte. II Alteniif. BmO, , 
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"andtboAi^yott'aienotlilqg wiaer» since you were richer, 
** will you nevertheless use the same monitors as before ? But 
** could riches in fact make you wise, could they make you 
** less covetous and mean-spirited *, you well might blush, H 
** there lived on earth one more avaricious than youradf." 

If that be any man's property, which he has bought by the 
pound and penny, and Uiere be some things to which (if you 
give credit to the lawyers) possession gives a claim, then the 
field, that feeds you, is your own ; and Orbius* steward, when 
be harrows the com which is ^oon to give you ilour, finds >you 
ar^ in ^ect the proper master. You give your money ; upon 
which you receive grapes, pullets, eggs, a hogshead of strong 
wine : certainly in this manner you by little and little purchase 
that farm, for which perhaps the owner paid three thousand 
aesterceSf or more. What does it ngnify, whether yau live 
on what was paid for the other day, or a long while ago ? He, 
who purchased the Aricinian and Veientine fields some time 
since, sups on bought vegetables, however he may think other- 
wise ; nayt he boils his pot witti bought wood at the approach 
of every chill evening. But he calls all that his own, as Ui 
as where the planted poplar prevents quarrels among neigh- 
bours 1^ a determinate lin|itation : as if any thing were a man's 
property, which in a moment of the fleeting hour, now by so- 
licitations, now by sale, now by violence^ uid now by the su- 
preme lot of otf men, may change masters, and come into 
another's jurisdiction. Thus since the perpetual possession is 
given to none^ and one man's heir uiges on another's, as wave 
impels wave, of what importance are houses, or granaries ; or 
what the Lucaniao pastures joined to the Calabrian ; if d«Uh, 
hieicorable.to a bribe, mows down the great together with the 
smaU? ' 

Grems, marble, ivory, Tuscan statues, pictures, silver-plate, 
robes dyed with Getulian purple, there are who oannot acquire ; 
and there are others, who are not solicitous of acquiring. Of 

« I/wisdom andtoodtuu voere fht ctiutqumee of grtai pouumnt^ 
§»vet$umtts tvouldtkin bt e virtue, 

Y2 
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Cur alter fratram ceawre, eft iuder» et un^ 
Prasferat Herodis palmetis pinguibus; altctr. 
Dives et importunw^ ad umbram lucxs ab orta 185 
Silvestrem flammit et ferro mitiget agrum ; 
6cit Genius, natale comes qui temperat astrnm, 
Katune deus humanse, mortalis in unum- 
quodque caput, Tultu mutabiUs, albus et ater« 

Utar, et ez modioo, quantum res poscet, acerro 190 
Toliam ; nee metuam, quid de me judicet hseres. 
Quod non plura datis invenerit* Et tAqien idem 
^dro ▼olam* quantum simplex hilarisque nepoti 
Discrepet, et quantum discordet parous avaro. 
Distat enim, spargas tua prodigus, an neque sum- 

turn 195 

luTitus &das, neque plura parare lab<Mres ; 
Ac potiiis, puer ut festis Quinquatribua olim, 
Exiguo gratoque fruaris tempore raptim. 
, Pauperies immunda procul *, procul absit ! Ego^ 

utrikm 
Nave ferar magna an parv&, ferar unus et idem. 20P 
Non agimur tumidis velis Aquilone secundo ; 
Non tamen adversis setatem ducimus Austris : 
Viribus, ingenio, specie^ virtute, loco, re, 
Extremi pnmonim, extremis usque priores. 

Non es avarus : abi. Quid ? Caetera jam simul isto 
Gum vitio fug4re? Caret tibi pectus inani 206 

Ambitione? Caret miurtls formidine et ira? 
Somnia, terrores magicos, miracula, sagas, 
Noctumos lemures, portentaque.Thessala rides ? 
Ni^es grate numeras ? Ignoscis amicis ? 9}0 

Leuior et mdipr fis accedente senecta ? 

ilDoaiu procul. lamb. 
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tvo brotben, why one prefers bimging, play, and peifiime 
etwn to Herod's * rich palm-tree groves ; wby the other rich 
and uneasy» from the rising of the light to the evenins shade, 
subdues his wood-hmd with fire and steel : our attendant ge-> 
nios best knows, who governs the pbmet of our nativity, th# 
divinity that pretidet over human nature^ who dies with aach 
individual, of various complexion, white and Uack. 

I wSlfreeij/ uscb and take out from my moderate stock, at 
much as my exigence demands : nor will I be under any ap- 
prehensions what opinion my heir shaU hold concerning me^ 
when he shall find / havie <^ him no more than I had given 
me. And yet I, the same man, shall be inclined to know how 
fiur an opien and cheerful person ^Bfiers from a debauchee^ and 
how greatly the economist diflers from the miser. For there 
is a greot distinction whether you throw away your money in 
• prod^ manner, or make an entertainment without gnidg- 
iag, nor toil to accumulate more ; or rather, as formerly in 
l£nerva*8 f holidays when a school-boy, enjoy by starts the 
short and pleasant vacation. 

Let sordid poverty be ftr, very hr away. I, whether bom^ 
in a large or a small vessel, let me be borne uniform and the 
same. I am not indeed wafted with swelling sail befoire the 
north-wind blowing fair : yet I do not bear my course of life 
against the adverse south. In force, genius, figure^ virtue^ 
station, estate, the last of the first-rate^ yet still before those 
of the hut 

Tou are not eovetois, you toy s^^-Go to.— What then ? 
Have the rest of your vices fled from you; together with this ? 
Is your breast free ftom vain ambition ? Is it free from the 
lear of death, and from anger? Can you laogfa at dreams, 
magic terrors, wonders, witches, nocturnal goblins, and Thes- 
salian prodigies? Do you number your birth-days with a 
grateful mind ? Are you forgiving to your friends ? Do you 
grow milder and better, as old age approaches ? What profits 

« Jndea wstfauMs ftr its Vfotdt nf peJmtt wkmet Herod Striv* 
ed a tmtt rrvMUi. 
t XkUfetHval vm etUbnUd/hm tkt iStk ftktSSd 4^ March. 

Y5 
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Quid te exeiuta jiivat * spinis de pluribus una? 

Vivere si recte nescis, decede peritis. 

Lusisti sads, edisd satis, atqne bibisti : 

Tempos abire tibi est ; ne potnm largius cquo SIS 

Ridesb et pulset lasciva decentids f etas. 

• Levst. BtMff, fLIcantitis. 
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you only oneliiom eradicated out of mat^? If you do not 
know bow to live in a right manner, make way for those that 
do. Tou bare played enough, eat and drunk enough : it it 
time for you to walk off; lest, haTing tippled too plentifully* 
that age^ which plays the wanton with more propriety, should 
ridicule and drive you of[ the ttage* 
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LIBER. 



AD PISONES. 

HgKANO capid cenricem pictor equroam 
Jungere n vdit, et yarias indiicere pluiiia8,f 
Undique collatis membris, ut X turpiter atrum 
Dennat in piscem mulier fonnoia supern^; 
Spectatum admissi risum teneafls, amid ? 5 

Credite, Pisonet, isd tabuls fore liliniiii 
Pernmileniy cojus, vdut agri somnia. Tans 

« Hontce, in tkU uMttUd dUteUe ptm. UgmMf MIgii f AiMo- 
tle*! Art ^Ptetty, uftm vUeh kawtvtrkehas m^nvtdtntlvWuUmd-' 
tmgBcMagereaiUb^MartwrmmvritkMit^/ Mr. foft tUnh Ms 

Bortu •tiu charau tvitb snceful ncf^ieeiicit 
And without mediod talu ut into leQie ; 
Will, like a friend, fiunillftrly convey 
The tniett notlfliu ia the easleit way. 
t Pennaf. % ^au tmud. 
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THE ART OF POETRY. 



TO THE PISOESf. 



Xf a punter should fonn a design of uniting a horse's neck 
to a human head, and spread a variety of plumage over limbs 
rf different animals taken from every part of nature, so that 
wh^t is a beautiful wonmn in the upper part tenmnates un- 
fightly in an ugly fish below ; could you, my friends, refrain 
from laughter, vrere you admitted to such a sight ? Believe^ 
ye Fisoes, the book will be perfectly like such a picture, the 
ideas of which, Uke a sick man*s dreams, are all vain and fic- 



Jiir Hofd, im kit Camuuutiuy, ittdanumn to priitt nrt « nutkodt that is 




•• rtader tvill not be mrpnsed to find tht pott fnuaumg hit tubfea m a 
** rttglar Vfdleordered p\an,** 

t Pbo tkefuker and Ids two sons, tkret ofths most iBustriout ptrsott" 
Met iff Romef MM««i//%r Uami^ tktmseivss, tmigtuU mtturaitn if 
Urn others. 
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Fibgentur species; at nee pes, nee caput uni 
Reddatur fomue. Pictoribus atque poetis 
Quidlibet audendi semper fok squa potestas. 10 
Scimus, et banc ▼eniam petimusque damusqoe vi- 

cusim : * 

Sad non ut placidts coeaot immitia ; non ut 
Serpentes avibus geminentur, tigribus agni. 

Inceptis gravibus pleramque et magna professis 
Purpureus, latd qui splendeat, unus et alter 15 

Asiuitur pannus ; cum lucus et ara Dianae, 
£t pfoperaatis aque per amflenos ambitus 4gros, 
Aut flumen Rhenum, auLpluvius describitur arcus. 
Sed nunc non erat his locus : et fortasse cupressum 
Scis stmulare ; quid hoc» si firactis enatat exspes 20 
Navibus, asre dato qui pingitur ? Amphora coejMt 
Institui : currente rotft, cur ureeos exit ? 
Denique sit quidvis * simplex duntaxat et unum. 

Maxima pars ratum, pater et juvenes patre digni, 
Decipimur specie recti. Brevis esse laboro, * US 
Obscurus fio : sectantem lenia f ner?i 
Deficiunt animique : professus grandia tuiget : 
Serpit humi tutus nimiikm timidusque proceilee ; 
Qui variare cupit rem prodigialiter unam, 
Delphinum'silvis appingit, fluctibus aprum. 30 

In vitium ducit culpae fuga, si caret arte. 

JSmilium circa ludum faber unus % et ungues 
Exprimet, et molles imitabitur ssre capilios ; 
Infelix operis summa, quia ponere totum 
NescieL , Hunc ^o me, si qidd componere curem, 
Non magis esse velim, quam naso vivere pravo, SS 
Spectandum nigris oculis nigroque. capillo. 
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titious ; so (bai neither head nor foot ean be reduced to any 
uniformity. ** BtU poets and punters (y<m wiU tay) have 
** ever had an equal authority of attempting any thing." We 
are conscious of this, and^ls privilege we donimd and allow 
reciprocaUy : but not to such a degreet^ that the tame should 
associate with the savage ; nor that serpents should be coupled 
with birds, lambs with tygeris. 

In pompous introductions, and such as promise a great deal, 
it general^ happens that one or two verses of purple patch- 
work, thai may make a great skow, are tagged to the work: 
as when the grove and the altar of Diana, and the meandering 
of a current hastening through pleasant fields, or the river 
Rhine, or the rainbow is described. But here there was no 
room for these fine thing$ : perhaps, too, you know how to. 
draw a cypress * : but what is that to the purpose if he, who 
iato be painted for the mven pric^ is to be represented as 
swimming hopeless out of a shipwreck ? A large cistern f i^ 
first was designed : why, as the wheel revoWes^ comes out a 
little pitcher ? In a word, be your siil|j6Ct wbatit wifl, let it be 
merely sUnple and unilbrm* 

A great minority of us poets, father and youths worthy such 
a father, are tnisled by the appearance of right. I labour to 
be concise, and I become obscure : nerves and spirit are apt 
to &il him, that aims at Uie easy : on^ that piwtends to be 
sublime^ proves faombastical ; he^ who is too cautious and fear- 
ful' of the storm, crawls along the ground : h^ who wants to 
vary hie subject in a marvellous manner, paints the dolphin in 
the woods, the boar in the sea« The avoiding of an error 
leads to a fault, if skill be wanting. 

A statuary about the ^milian school shall of himself both 
repress the nails, and imitate in brass the flexible hair ; un- 
happy yet in the main, because he knows not how to finish a 
oomplete piece. I would no more choose to be such a one as 
this, had I a mind to oompose any thing, than to live with a 
hideous nose^ thiwgh remarkable for the finest black eyes and 
jetty hair. 

• Btiufhs »f cypress Vfen earriid in fusurei fnusdmu^ and plaud be* 
fere the musts ^tke gruU u^ particular oceasUns rfstrrow, 

Et non plebeios luctus testata cupreuus. LUCAN. 
Jt pmnier mif^ bffrequmt precHct exeti im drawing m tree, f»r tvfdck 
there was simi a demmd^ eStd Ounce absurdly determme to skekv his MM 
upon all oceasienst even Of p^ting it in the ocean, FRANCIS* 

f A metaphor taken firom the ^surd conduct of a bad Potter^ taho aims 
at making a magn^kent tw/f, but is enfy akU to fimih a Uttle paltry 
pitcher. 
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Samite matmam Testris, qm scrihitis, tfquam 
Vinbus ; et senate diu, quid ferre recusent. 
Quid valeaht humeri. Cui lecta potenter erit res, 40 
Nee DeMnnid^i deseret hnnc, nee lucidiis ordo. 

Ordhiis hsec wtus erit et Yenus, aut ego &Uory 
Ut jam nunc dicat jam nunc debentia diet, 
Pleraque diffierat* et pnesent in tempus omittat ; 
Hoe amet, hoc ipemat piomifa carminis aucton 45 

In verins edam tenuis caatusqne sefendis * ; 
Dixeris egregid, notum d callida Yerbum 
Reddiderit junctuia novum. Si forte necesse est 
Indioii» monstrare recentibus abdita lerum, 
Fingere dnctuds non exaudita Ceth^gis SO 

Continget : dalnturque licentia sumta pudenter : 
£t nova &ctaquef nuperhabebunt verba fidem, si 
Gneco fonte cadant, pared detorta. Quid aatem 
Cscilio Plantoque dabit Romanus, ademtum 
Vir^lio Varioque ? Ego cur, acquirere pauca SS 
Si possum, invideor ; cum lingua Catonis et £anl 
Sermonem patrium ditaverit, et nova renun 
Nomina protulerit ? Licoit, semperque ficdnt, 
Signatum prsesente nota procudere % nomen. 
Ut silve foliis § pronos mutantur || in annos ; 60 
Prima cadunt : ita verborum vetus interit aetas, 
£t juvenum ritu florent modd nata, lagentqae. 

• In verbis etiam tenuis cantusqne seren^. 
Hoc amet, hoc spemat promud canniniB anetor. BnOl, 

Dr Bentlev has inverted the trder ef these tvto linff, m tmUoI he tt 
folUnued bjf sanadon, and has liktwise the approbation ef Mr Francis. 
Bia J join Mr Hurd, tvhe thinks tUs an alteration not enfy ^oitkotit suf- 
ficient reason, but prejudicial to the scope and tenor of the poe^s measung. 
4s for the construction (says Mr Hurd) Ae- commoner remitr em^nd 
himself at no lots to defend it agaitut the doctor's otjeetions, 

tFictaque. 'tProducere. Procudere narnmum. £«if. 

\ Folia in tUvif. SUvis foUa privot. Benth || Mutaotis. JToA^* 
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T«^ «Im> writer mfce dMke of a su^ect mhaliie fo your 
abilities; and revolve io your thoughts a cQatidexafale time 
what your strength declines* and what it is able to support. 
Neither elegance 6f stile nor a perspicuous ^sposition shall 
desert the man, by whom the sulgect matter is chosen judi* 
ciously *• 

ThiSy or I am mistakeot will constitute the merit and bean* 
ty of a just disposition, that the author of the projected poem 
just now say what ought just now to be said, have the addrest 
to put off most of tiit thoughts^ and wave them for the pre- 
aent$ to embnoeooe^ and itq^ect another. 

f In the choice of his words too he must be delicate and 
cautious ; you will express yourself eminently well, if a dexte^ 
rous composition (or comMnofton) should give an air of no- 
velty to a common word. If it happen to be necessary to ek- 
pkun some abstruse sulgects fay new* invented terms; it will 
follow thatyou must frame tmcti never heard of by the pld- 
fashioned Cethegi \ : and mch a licence will be granted, if 
modestly used : and new and lately-formed words will have 
more authority, if the^deeeend from a Greek source* with a 
alight deviation. But why shmild the Romans grtnt to Flau- 
tas and CsecUius a privilege denied to Virgil and Varius ? 
"Why should I be envied, if I have it in my power to acquire a 
few words^ when the language of Cato and Ennius has enrich- 
ed our native tongue^ and produced new appdlatives? It has 
fceen^ and ever wiU be, allowable to coin a word mariced with 
the stamp In present request. As leaves in the woods are 
changed with the fleeting years ; the earliest fall off first : in 
this manner words perish with old agev and those lately-in- 
vented flourish and thrive, like men in the days of thdr youth. 

• LamUnut inSnfrtts potenter tuvrm hnmuut^ wkidt (at Mr Hurd 
objervis) gives a pertinent sense, without jumfyikg the expression. In 
truth, i believe there is no advert in the Lann tongue used in snth a 
manner, I therefore render it judiciously or ably. Xhe learned editor 
of Statius reads pudenter, tohieh Mr Hurd seems to approve, and cites 
this passage in the Epistle to Auguitus : 

' nee meus audet 

Rem tentare pudor, quam irilrei ferre rccuiant* 
t Cetfaegus, a nam* of several old Romans, one of voAidk voat to «r- 
tebrated an orator, that Ju was itiUd ty Ennins, * suadae medulla, tho 
• quintessence of persuasion,* There it a tingnlar beauty and proprU^ in 
rnHng the old v/ord dnctit in this place, 

4 
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Debemur morti not nostraque : sive reeq>tut i 
Terrft Neptunus classes A<]|iiiloiiibtts sreet. 
Regis opus ; sterilisque diu palus *, aptaque remis, Sfi 
Vicinas urbes alit et grave sentit aratrum ; 
Seu carsum mutavit iniquum frugibus aniois, 
Doctus iter melius. Mortalia f facta peribunt : 
Nedum sermonum stet honos, et gratia vivax. 
Multa jrenascentur» quae jam- cecidere ; cadentque 70 
Qus DUQC sunt in bon«re voaribulfly si volet usus, . 
' Quem penes arldtrium j: est, ^t jus et norma loquendi. 

Res gestae regumque ducumqiie, et tristia bella, 
Quo scribi possent munero, monstravit Homerus. 

Versibus impariter junctis queriminua primum ; 7^ 
P6st etiam inclusa e^t voti sententia compos. 
Quis tamen exiguos elegps euiiserit auctor, 
Grammatici certant, et adHuc sub judice lis est* 

Archilochum proprlo ralnes armavit iambo ||. 
Hunc socci cepere pedem grandesqile cothurni^ BO 
Alternis aptum sermonibus, et populares 
Vincentem strepitus, et natum rebus agendis. 

Musa dedtt fidibus Divos, puerosque Deoruin^ 



• Palus, pulsataque remis. Palus pilug. Bentl. Dudum. 

f Cuncta. Bintl, t Arbitrura. tTakef, 

l) Oft the iambic measure most suitable for ra^ : for sometiwui it is 
named after Alcman, the oldest of the Creels. Ijrlt ttmters (vid. 8erv. de 
cent, metrts.^ By leading tvith a short ^ocf, it is suited to the impetU' 
esity (f anger; and at the same time (nmth the trochaic) appnachimg the 
tautest to proset it is the fittest for recital. 






ART OF POETRY. 267 

We^ and all our works» are doomed to death : whether Nep« 
tune ** admitted into the continent, defends our fleets from 
the north-winds, a work of royal magnificence j or the lake, 
for a long time unfertile and fit for oars, now maintains its 
neighbouring dtiet and feels the heavy plough : or the liYer* 
taught to nin*iD a more convenient channel has changed ita 
coura^ which was so destructive to the fruits. The works 
of mortal men must perish : much less can the honour and 
el^iance of language be long-lived. Many words shall re- 
vive, which now have fallen off; and many which are now in 
esteem shall fall o^^if it be the will of custom, in whose 
power is the decision and right and standai^ of language. 

Homer f has instructed us in what measure the achieve- 
ments of kings, and chiefs, and direful war might be written 

Plaintive strains originally were appropriated to the une- 
qual numbers of the elegiac: afterward love and successful de-* 
sires were included. Yet what author first pubUshed humble 
elegy, the critics dispute^ and the controversy atiU waits the 
detmnination of the judge. 

Rage armed Archilochus with the iambic of his own inven* 
tion. The sock and the mayestic buskin assumed this mea- 
sure as adapted for dialogue, and to silence the noise of the 
populace^ and beti calculated for the action ofths stage. 

To celebrate gods, and the sons of gods, and the victorious 

« 2V Julian port befun bf Julius, butfimished by Augustus, 'who cut ^ 
tki neck of Uuut, whtck dtvtded the take Lucrinus and the lake Avernos 
/irom the sea, "* 

t Xhere is a peculiar proprie^ (sofs the ingeniant Mr Hoed) in this 
ennmerathn of the several kinds of poetry ^ as addressed to the dramatic 
xerriier. He is not only to study^for thojiwposes hare explainedt the char' 
euieristic differences of either species tfthe drama: he mutt farther be 
hunring in the other mnds of poetry, so as to be able as the nature of hi* 
mfork vfiU demand^ to adopt the genius of each in its turUt ^'^ ^ trane^ 
fer the graces of nniversM poetry into the drama, thus, to follow the 
dtvision hereUdd dowut there ttnll somo^mes be occasion for the pomp 
and high colouring tf the epic narrati<ves: sometimes for the plaintive 
eeftness. and passtonate connexion of the eleiy >* astd the chorus^ \feharae' 
ierised in the ancient manner, must catch tmfierf enraptured tptrit ^ the 
•de* 
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£t pug^em victorem, et equtun certamiiie primam, 
£t juvenum curas, et libera vina referre. 8^ 

Descriptas servare vices openimque colores. 
Cur ego, ri nequeo igaoroque, Poeta salutor ? 
Cur nescire, pudens prave, qu^m dkcere malo ? 

Versibus exponi tragicis res comica n6n yult : 
Indignatur item privatum ac prope socco 90 

Bigiris, canDiniiNis narrari coena Thyests, 
Singula qncque locum teneant sortita decentem *• 
loterdum tamen et vocem comoedia tollit, 
Iratuiique Chremes.tumido delitigat ore : 
Et tragicus plerumque dolet sermone pedestri. a5 
Telephus et Peleus^ ciim pauper et exsul, uterque 
Frojicit ampullas et sefiquipedalia verba. 
Si curat cor spectantis tetigisse querela, 

Non sads est pulcraf esse poemata; dulcia sunto, 
Ety quocunque volenti animum auditoris agunto. 100 
Ut ridentibus arrident, ita flentibus adsunt :(: 
Humani vultus. Si vis me flere^ doieodum est 
Primikm ipsi tibi ; tunc tua me infortunia iasdent, 
Telephe» vel Peleu : mal^ si mandata loqu^ris, 
Aut dormitabo, aut ridebo. Tristia maestum 105 
Vultum verba decent ; iratum, plena minarum ; 
Ludentem, lasciva ; severum, seria dictu. 
Format enim natura prius nos intds ad omnem 
Fortunarum habitum ; juvat, aut impellit ad iram ; 
Aut ad humum moerore gravi deducit, et angit ; 110 
Post efiert animi motus interprete lingul. 
Si dicentis erunt fortunis absona dicta, 
Romani tollent equites peditesque § cachinnum. 
Intererit multum, Divusne J loquatur, an herof ; 
Maturusne senex, an adhuc florente juvent& 115 

jDecenter. + N«c tatti ett punu tAABeDt^Mtr. 

* Equitesque patresque. Bentl. 

I) pavmne loqujitur/henune. W^ukU Sionie. T^h 
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wrettkc, nd the alecd foremoti in the race^ and tbe inclination 
of youths, and the free Joys of wine» the muse has allotted to 
the lyre. 

If I am incapable and unakillul to obaerve the distinctions 
Aa*0, described, and the t^ftretU ooiB|»leiions of worlcs of ge» 
nftM» why am I accosted by tbe name of ' Poet ?' Why, out 
ef ftlse modesty, do I prefer being ignorant to learning and 
taOef 

A comic subfect wiU not be handled in tn^ verse; in like 
'manner the banquet of Ttiyestes will not bear to be told in i»- 
niliar verses, and such as dmost suit with the sock. Let each 

Sculiar species of writing fill with decorum its proper place, 
evertheless sometimes even come^ exalts her voice, and 
passionate Chremea raila in a tunrid strain : anda tragic writer 
generally expresses grief in a prosaic stile. Telephus and 
^eleus, when they are both in poverty and exiles throw aside 
their rants and gigantic esqpressions, if they have a mind to 
move the heart of the spectator with their compbint. 

It is not enougfi, that poems be beantiful; let them be 
tender and affecting, and bear awa^ the soul of the auditor 
whithersoever they please. As the hwman countenance smiles 
cm those that smile, so does it ttfmpathise with those that weep. 
If you wouU have me weep, you must first cExpress the pas- 
sion of grief yourself ; then, Tdephui or Peleus, your mis- 
fortunes retUly hurt me ; huit if you pronounce the parts u^ 
4gned you HI, I shall either fall asleep or laugh. 

Pathetic accents suit a melancholy countenance ; words full 
cf menaces require an angry aspect : wanton expressions, a 
sportive look ; and serious matter, a^ austere ^ne. For na- 
ture forms us first within to every modification of fortune ; 
"ebe delights, or impels us to anger, or depresses us to the 
enrA and afflicts us with insupportable sorrow; then ex- 
presses those emotions of the mind by the tongue its inter- 
preter. If the words be discordant to the station of the speak- 
er, the Ronian knights and plebeians * will raise an immoderate 
laugh. Ftn' it w^ make a wide difference, whether it be a 
Crod that speaks, or a hero ; a man well-stridcen in years, or 
a hot young fellow in his Uoom ; and a ouUron of diitUiclion» 

• Vis« Persons tf attracts, 

Z5 
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Fenridus ; et matrona potens, an sedula nptnx | 
Mercatorae TagUB^ cultorne ▼irentis agelli; 
Colchus, an Asqpiiiis ; Thebb mitritiis, an AiipSf 

Aut famam sequere, ant nhi oonrementia finge^ 
Scriptor. Honoratum * d fortd reponb Adnllem; 
hnpigeTf iracundusy inezorabilis, aoer, 1S| 

Jura neget ribi nata, nihil non anraget annii. 
I^t Medea ferox inyietaque, flcbSis Ino, 
Perfidus IzioDy lo vaga> tristis Orestes. 

8i quid inexpertum scenae committis, et i|udes 125 
Personam fonnare novam ; senretor ad imum 
Qualis ab incepto procesaerit, et sibi constet. 
Difi^e est propriil communia dicere : tuque 
Rectiiks Iliacum carmen deducis in actus, 
Qu^ d proferres ignota indictaque primus. 180 
Publica materies privati juris erit, d 
Non circa vilem patulumque moraberis orbem ; 
Nee Terbum verbo curabi« reddere, fidus 
Interpres; nee dedlies imitator in arctuni> 
IJnde pedem proferre f pudor vetet> aut opens lex. 

Nee dc incipieSy ut scriptor cyclicus "^ oUm ; 136 
Fortunam Priam caniabOf et nMe bellum^ 
Quid dignum tanto feret hie promissor hiatn ? 
Parturiiint ^ montes, nascetur ridiculus mus. 
Quanto rectius hic» qui nil molitur inepte ? 140 

J^ mihi, Musct tfintm^ capUe pott tew^ra || Trc§m^ 
Qui moret Iwmnum mtiUortm vkSi et ur^s, 
Non fumum ex fulgore, sed ex fumo dare lucem 
Cogitat, ut speciosa dehinc miracula promat, 144 
Antiphaten^ ScyUamque» et cum Cydope Charybdin. 

• Homereum. Btnll, Scripta j inhonontiim. OueL 
I Referre. Cutm. 

X CycUiu. CycllcoityroM «wXiMr» droilator, dicnmfenfietti, • 
wu[idSandbardt iUi timgvirsti ^ Ut 0timtmpuitimiMtkt sines*. 
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•r an oAcioiis nune ; • rotming merdiant, or the eultirator 
flf 8 verdant incloeure ; a Colchian, or an Assyrian ; one edu- 
cated at Thebes, or one at Argos. 

You, that write, either foUow traditton, or invent raeh f*- 
Un at are coDgraoui to ifaemieLvea* K you have to re^ 
pnesoDt the renowned Achilles; kt him be indefatigable, 
vrathful, inexorable, courageous, let him deny that laws were 
IDtde for him, let him arrogate every thing to force of arms. 
I^et Medea be fierce and untraetable, Ino an olgect of pity, 
Iidon perfidioua, lo wandenng^ Oteftcs in circumstances of 



If you o0er to the stage any thing unattempted, and ven- 
tere id form a new character ; kt it be preserved to the last 
■och as it set out at the beginmngi and be condstent with it- 
Ktf *. It is dHBcoH to write with propriety on suljects to 
whkfa aS writers have a common claim f ; and you with more 
prudence tnay reduce the Iliad into^t;^ acts, than be the first 
to introduce arguments unknown and never treated on before. 
A public story will beeome your own property, if you do not 
dwell upon the whok circk of events, which is paltry and 
open to every one ^ nor must you be so faithful a translator, 
•s to take the pains of rendering i/our author word for word ; 
■or by dosdy imitating throw yourself into streights, whence 
cHber shamei, or the rules of your work, may forbid jrou to 
letTCot* 

Nor must you make such an exordium, as the itinerant 
•eribbler of old : " I vdU sing the fate of Priam, and the no- 
*bk war.*' What will this boaster produce, worthy of all 
Ihis gaping? The mountains are in labour, and a ridkulous 
mouse shall be brought forth. How much more to the pur* 
hcb who sets a^ut nothing improperly ? ** Sing for me^ 
my muse^ the man who, after the time of the destruction of 
* Th>y, surveyed the manners of many men and states.'* He 
neditates not to produce smoke from a flaali, but out of smoke 
to elicit fire, that he may thence bring forth his instances of 
the marvdkus with striking beauty, such as Antiphates, Scyl- 

• Mr Hurd proposet to rtad this verse in ikefittewing manner^ QomMb 
tb incepto proceaierft. aut dhi conttct ; amanau into some tngetUons 
trfimememtst to prove tie spedfic ^fference between uniformity eeni con- 
ibtoicy. 

fSwe!/etitmikM^e4tifti^h4f9nndtkertfor9tmmmfirnU, 
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Nee reditum Diomedis ab interim Meleagri, 
Nee gemino bellum Trojanum orditur ab ovo. 
Semper ad erentura futiuwt, et in iiiedias res, 
Non sects ac notas, audttorem rapit ; et, ^piae 
Desperat tractata niteacere posse, rdinqaic : 150 
Atqae ita mentitur, sic veris falsa remiscet, 
Primo ne medium, medio ne discrepet imum. 

Tu» quid ego et populus mecom desideret, audL 
Si plausoris * eges aulsa manentis, et usque 
Sessuri donee cantor, Vos plaudite, dicat ; 155 

iBtatis cujusque notandi sunt tibi mores, 
Mobilibusque decor ndturis f dandus, et annis. 
Reddere qui voces jam scit puer, et pede certo 
Signat humum, gestit paribus colludere^ et iram 
Coliigit ac ponit temer^, et mutatur in horns. 160 
Imberbus juvenis, tandem custode remoto, 
Gaudet equis canibusque, et aprici grainine campi ; 
Cereus in vitium fl^cti, monitoribus asper, 
Utiiium tardus promisor, prodigus seris, 
Sublimis, cupidusque, et amata relinquere pemix. 165 
Conversis studiis, eetas animusque Tiriiir 
Quaerit opes et amieitias, ins^rvit honori ; . 
Commisisse cavet, quod mos mutare laboret* 
Muita senem circumveniunt incommoda i^vel qu6d 
Quserit, et inventis miser abstinet, ac timet uti ; 170 
Vei quod res pmnes timid^ gelideque ministrat. 
Dilator, spe longus, inersy avidusque X futqii ; 
Difficilis, querulus, laudator temporis acti 
Se puero, castigator censorque minorum. 
Multa ferunt anni vententes cpmmpda seciim, 175 
ftfuita recedentes adimunt. Ne fort^ seniles 

• Fautofb. BemtK f AMtniiB. Bmil, 

X Lentui, ioen, pavidnique. BgntL 
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U, the Cydops, wad Qbarybdis. Nor does he date Diomede's 
letuni from 'Meleager's death, nor trace the rise of the Tro- 
jan war from Leda s eggs * ; he always hastens to the event ; 
and hurries away bis t^Iier into the midst of interesting cir- 
eimstances, qo otherwise than as if they were already known t 
and what he despairs ef* as to receiving a polish from his 
touch, he omits : and in such a manner forms his fictions* so 
intenningles the false and the true, that the middle is not in- 
consistent with the begtnning, nor the end widi the middle. 

Please to attend to what I, and the public in my opiaioQ« 
flocpect ixom you as a dramatic writer. If you are desirous 
flf an applauding spectator, who will wait for the falling of the 
curtfin, and till the chorus f calls out' <** your plaudit;** the 
manners of every age must be Mtrongfy nariced by you, and a 
proper decorum assigned to men's varying dispositions and 
years. The boy, who is just able to pronounce his words, and 

S'nts the ground with a firm tread, delights to play with his 
lows, and contracts and lays aside anger without reason, 
and is sulject to change every hoar. The beardless youtb,- 
liis guardian being at length diiicharged, joys in horses^ and 
dogs, and the verdure of the sunny Campus Martiusi pliable 
as wax to the bent of vice, rough to advisers, a slow provide^ 
flf things really useful, prodigal of his money, high-spiritedt 
and amorous, and hasty in deserting the ok^ects of his pasttoo* 
Jffter thiSf our inch nations being chan^^d, the age and spirit 
ti manhood seeks after wealth, and high connexions, is sub- 
servient to points of honour ; and is cautious of committing 
any action, which he would subsequently be industrious to 
. correct. Many inconveni^ices encompass a man in years ; 
either because be -seeks eagetiy for, gaiut and abstains from 
what he has gotten, and is afraid to make use of it ; or be- 
cause he transacts every thing in a timorous and faint man- 
ner, dilatory, slow in hope, remiss, and greedy of futwity ; 
peevirii, querulout^ a pan^;yri8t of former times when be waa 
a boy, a chastiser and censurer of his Juniors. Our advancing 
jears bring many advantages along with them, many our de- 
dining ones take away ^. That the parts therefore belongii^^ 
to age may not be given to a youth, and those of a man to 4 

« liki smm absurd cmttaaporariu tf Horace, perhaps, not artmnlf 



f *IiU the durus Higft% Vo« valete et plandite ; ** Ye audUfirs, fart* 
eltt mad appiaud,^ Tke concist and constant epilogue to the RomM 
medies, 

t fIraM ekildhood to the meridian of manhood, or prime oflife^ our fears 
be foid ta advaaeot and after that to recede or dtfUne, 
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Maadentur juveni partes, pueroqae viriles, > 
Semper in adjuoctis sevoque inondHnmr aptif* 

Aut agttnr ret in tcenb, aut mttM refectiir. 
Segnitks irritant aninos demitsa per aurem, 180 

Qu&m quae sunt oculis subjecta fidelibus, et qu» 
Ipse sib^ tradit spectator. Non tamen intib 
Digna geri» prooies in scenam : multaqoe tolles 
Ex oeuliSy qiise rooz narret facundia pnesentf. 
Nee * pueros coram populo Medea trucidet ; 1 85 
Aut humana palam coquat exta nefarius Atreus ; 
Aut in. avem Progne vertatur, Cadmus in anguem. 
Quodcunque ostendis mihi sid, incredulus odi. 

Neve minor, net! sit quinto productior actu 
Fabula, quie posci vult, et spectata reponi. 190 

Nee Deus intersit, nisi dignns vindioe nodus 
Incident ; nee quarta loqui persona laboret. 

Actons f partes chorus, officiumque virile 
Defendat : neu quid medios intercinat actus. 
Quod non proposito conducat et lunreat aptd. 195 
Hie bonis feveatque et consilieturf amicis, 
£t regat iratos, et amet pacare § tumentes : 
Die dapes laudet mensae brevis, ille salubrem 
Justidam, legesque, et apertis otia portis : 
Ille tegat commissa, Deosque precetur et oret, SOO 
Ut redeat miseris, abeat fortuna superbis. 
ribia non, ut nunc, orichalco vincta ||, tubsque 
iEmula; sed tenuis, siraplexque foraraine pftuco 
Aspirare et adesse choris erat utilis, atqne 
Nondum spissa nimis complere sedilia flatu : SOS 
Qu6 san^ populus numerabilis, utpote parvus^ 
£t firugi castusque verecundusque colbat. 
Fostquam coepit agros extendere victor, et iiibem 
Latior f am|decti murus, vinoque dinmo 

• He. tAoctorit. tAxaicm, \9tee»wtlmmim* 
I! JuQcU. Bmti. f LaJiior. Mmtf. 
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boy, fre must dwdl partiadarly upon tfaoae qualttiei^ wbicb 
are joined and adapted to each person's age. 

An action is dtber represented on the stage, or being done 
elsewhare is there related. The things which enter by the ear 
•fiect the mind more languidly, than such as are submitted to 
the fiuthful eyes, and what a spectator presents to himself. 
You must not, however, bring upon the stage Uiings, fit only 
to be acted b^ind the scenes : and you must take away from 
puMic view many actions, which elegant description may soon 
after deliver in presence tf ike spectators. Let not Medea 
murther her sons before the people ; nor the execrable Atreus 
openly dress a banquet q/* human entrails ; nor let Progne be 
metamorphosed into a bird, nor Cadmus into a serpent. 
Whatever you show to me in this manner, not able to give 
credit to, I detest. 

Let a play which would be inquired after, and though seen, 
lepresented anew, neither be shorter nor longer than the fifth 
act Neither let a god interfere, unless a difficulty worthy a 
god*s unravelling should happen $ nor let a fourth parson be 
officious to speak. 

Let the chorus defend and supjyort the part, and manly 
character of an actor ; nor let them sing any thing between 
the acts which is not conducive to, and fitly coherent with 
the main design. Let them both patronise the good, and 
give them friendly advice, and regulate the passionate^ and be 
fend to appease the proud : let them praise the temperate re- 
past of a short meal, set firth the salutary effects of justice, 
lavri, and peace with her open gates : let them conceal what 
is told to them in confidence, and supplicate and implore the 
gods that prosperity may return to the wretched, and abandon 
the haughty. The flute originally (not as now, begirt with 
brass and emulous of the trumpet, but) slender and of simple 
Ibrm, with fcw stops, was of service to accompany and assist 
the chorus, and with its tone was sufficient to fill the rows, 
that #ere not as yet too crowded t where an audience easily 
numbered, as being small, and sober, chaste, and modest, met 
t<^[ether. But when the victorious Romans began to extend 
tfadr terxitoiicib ind an ampler wall encompassed the city, and 
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Placan Genioi festis ioipune dxebys ; 210 

Accessit numerisque modisque licentia major. 

Indoctus quid enim saperet, liberque laborum, 

Rusticus urbeno confiuus^ turfus honesto ? 

Sic priscae motumque et luxuriem addidit art! 

Tibicen, traxitque vagus per pulpita vestem : 215 

Sic etiam fidibus voces crevere sererisy 

£t tuiit eioquium insolitum facundia pneceps : - 

Utiliumque sagax rerum, et divina fiituri, 

Sortilegis non discrepuit sententia Delphis. 

Carmine qui tragico vilem certavit 6b hircum» 220 
Mox etiam agrestes Satyros nudavit, et atper 
Incolumi gravitate jocum tentavit; e6 qu6d 
lUecebru erat et grata hovitate morandus 
Spectator, ftinctusque sacris, et potus, et eslex. 
Verum ita risores, ita commendare dicaces 395 

Conveniet Satyros^ ita vertere seria ludo ; 
Ne quicunque Deus, quicunque adhibebitur heroi 
Regali conspectus in auro nuper et ostro, 
Migret in obscuras bumili sermone tabemas ; 
Aut, dum vitat humum, nubes et inania captet. 2^9 
EffuUre leves indigna tragcedia versus^ 
Ut festis matrona * moveri jussa diebos, 
Intererit Satyris paulikm pudibunda protervis. 
Non ego inornata et dominantia oomina solikm 
Verbaque, Pisones, Satyrorum scriptor amabo : 235 



• Tntng vmun jvete mtmUfy eb$Mm to dmne* in AiMftr 9f the nd$s 
but in jonu fesHvalSf as in that of tht great geddesi, the pontiffs ^U^t^ 
married wenun te dance, tt^hence the poet tap Ju5«a.— XJacier* 
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their geniuses were indulged' m festivafa byr drioScing wine in 
the day-time without censure; a greater freedoia. arose both to 
the numbers of poetry ^ and the measures of music. For what 
taste could an unlettered down and one Just dismissed from 
the plough hate, when in compttny with the polite ; the base 
with the man of honour ? Thus the musician added new move* 
ments and a luxuriance to the simplicity of the ancient art, 
and strutting * backward and forward drew a length of train 
over the stage : ' thus likewise new notes were added to tiie se» 
Ferity of the lyre, and precipitate ekM]uence produced an un- 
usual language < in, the theatre : and the good sense of the 
ehorus, then expert in teaching useful things and prescient of 
iuturibfy differed hardly from the oracular Delphi. 

The poet, who first tried his skill in tragic verse f for the 
paltry ;7m0 of agoat* sooti after exposed to view idld satyrs 
nak^ Wd attempted railleiy with severity, still presen^ng the 
gravity qf tragedy : hecwaae the spectator on festivals, when 
riotous and heated with wine, was to be amused with captivate 
ing shows and agitable novelty. But it will be expedient so 
to rieconnnend ^e bantering, so the rallying satires, so to turn 
earnest into jest; that none who shall be exhibited as a god, 
. none who is introduced as an hero lately conspicuous in regal 
purple and gold, may deviate into the low stile of obscure, me- 
ehanical shops; or, on the contrary^ while he avoids the ground, 
afleet cloudy mists and empty jargon. Sublime trag«)y dis- 
daining to prate in trivial verses, like a grave matron com- 
manded to dance on the grand festival, will assume an air of 
modesty, even in the midst of petulant (or ivanton) satyrs. 
As a wrriter of satire, ye Pisoes, I shall never be fond of un- 
ornamented words, and such terms as reign among the vulgar: 

« Strattbig, &€. alluding to their skifiing sides in singing thestrophgt 
antistrophej crc. 

f Tragedy {says the teamed and judicious Mr Rymer) tuas tvith the 
ancients a piece tfreli^mi tvorsMf^ m part ef their liturgf. The priests ■ 
sung an anthem t» their god Diony&ius, 'UiidU the goat stood at his altar ta 
be sacrtjUedz andthis-nvas called T{«y«9/«, tht goat'Songy or tragedy% 
I ttMuud therefore read vilem certavit AD htrcuin, ox rhetor dicturos 
ADaram. Juv. The priests nvere called the chorus. 'T\ittip\& at length in* 
traduced thei^iodes.'^-^nese the priests liked n^, and in a passion nar^ 
ad out, ** // is nothing to Dionysiua, nothing to Dionysius •/* ivhence the 
proverb^ mj^tt ^mof Auwrw, eurgofiwurn. See Rymer's excellent Let- 
ter to Shepherd. The name of tragedy and comedy, ivhich v>ere repre* 
sentations of ancient life {r^tty^ittit x^fi^itet) undoubttdly prove that 
they -were originally nine, tvhem acted, and not repeated as tkh sire now* 
trtd, Ena^^n Homer, III. 89. 

Aa 
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Nee sic enitar tngiiBo dMBam eolot^ 

Ut nihil interrit Davusne loquatur, et andax 

Pythias, emuncto lucrata Simone talentum. 

An custos famiihtsqae Dei Silewu alumnL 

Ex noto fictum carmen sequar, ut ribi qnivis S40 

Speret idem ; sudet multum, frastr^ue laboret 

Ausus idem. Tantum series juncturaque poUet : 

Tantum de medio siuBtit accedtt honoris. 

SiWis deduct! caveanti me judtce, Fauni, 

Ne velut innati triviis, ac pen^ forenses, 245 

Aut nimium teneris juvenentur versibus unquam* 

Attt immunda crepent ignominiosaque dicta. 

Offenduntur enim quibus est equus, et pater, et res; 

Nee, si quid fricti ciceris probat et nuds emtor, 

iEquis accipiunt animis, donantve coron^ 250 

Syllaba ionga bre?i subjecta vocatur iambuft> 
Pes citus: unde etiam trtmetris accrescere jussit* 
Nomen lambieis, cum senos redderet ictus. 
Primus ad extremum similis sibi. Non ita pridem, 
Tardior ut paulo graviorque yeniret ad aures» S55 
Spondeos stabiles in jura paterna recepit 
Commodus et patiens; non ut de sede secunda 
Cederet aut.quarta socialiter. HjcetinAcci 
Nobilibus trimetris apparet rarus, et EnnI* 
In scenam missus f magno cum pondere versus, S€0 
Aut operse celeris nimiiira curaque carentis, 
Aut ignoratae premit artis crimine turpL 
Non quivis videt immodulata poemata judex : 
Et data Romanis venia est indigna poetis. 
Idcircdne vager, scribamque lictnter? Anomnes 265 

• Jns «!t. DunkiH* f MiiiM. 
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nor shall I labour to difier so widdy from the complexion of 
tragedy, as to make no distinction, whether Pavua * be the 
speaker, and the bold Pythias who gained a talent by gulling 
Simo ; or the grave Silenus, the guardian and attendant of the 
pupil-god Bacchus. I would so execute a fiction taken from 
a well known story, that, any body might entertain hopes of 
doing the same thing ; but, on tria^ should sweat and labour in 
vain. Such power has a just arrangement and connection e¥ 
the parts i such grace may be added to subjects merely com- 
mon. In my judgment ^ finros, tint are brought out of the 
woods, i^uM not be to(»gafnesome with their tender strainv 
aa if they were educated in the city, and almost at the bar ; 
nor, on the other hand, should blunder out their obscene and 
scandalous speeches. For at such stuff all are ofifended, who 
have- a horse f, a father, or an estate i nor will they receive 
with approbation, or give the laurel crown to such nonsenset 
as the purchasers of parched pease aind nuts are delighted 
with. 

A long syllable put after a short one is termed an iambic, 
a lively measure: whence also it commanded the name of 
trimeters f to be added to iambics, though it yielded six beats 
of time, being similar § to itself from first to last. Not long 
ago, that it might come somewhat slower and with more ma- 
jesty to the ear, it obligingly and contentedly admitted into 
its paternal heritage tbe stttdfast spondees ; agreeing how- . 
ever by social league, that it was not to depart from tbe second 
' and fourth place. But this kind of measure rarely makes 
its appearance in the notable trimeters of Accius, and of £n- 
mus II . Such verse as theirs, brought upon tbe stage with a 
clumsy weight of spondees, either loads the poet with the im- 
putation of being too precipitate and careless, or disgracefully 
accuses him of ignorance in his art. 

It is not every judge that discerns inharmonious verses, 
and an undeserveid indulgence Is in this case granted to the 
Roman poets. But shall I on this account make excursions, 
and write licentiously ? Or should not I rather suppose^ that 

* Oavus, Pythias, and Sfano w<f« come ehanuttrt in LocUlus, Me- 
nander, and Terence. 

t ThiknightStVfhtha'PtMkonitipttttthifiibiicexpemui peopktf 
birtht or patricians ; and thty tvk» lunM wealth m//, tmd an tkan/wt 
dutinguistud/r»m knightt and patrid4»t» DACI£R. 

X Consittimg ^fthret tasatures, 

iCMtainittg all pare taoMct, 
Iromcaify metriag at tki MbUag muiberi ef tints old puU, 

Aa2 
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Visuros peccata potem mea, tutus et intra 
Spem yenise caotus ? Vitavi denique culpom. 
Nod laudem merui. Vos exemplaria Graeca 
Nocturna versate manu, vertate dturna. 
At vestii * proavi Plautinos et numeros et 270 

Laudayere sales ; nimium patienter utrumque f » 
Non :{: dicam stult^, mirati ; si modo ^o et vos 
Scimus inurbanum lepido seponere dicto, 
L^itimumqne sonum digitis callemus et aure. 

Ignotum tragics genus invenisse Camoense 27S 
Dicitur, et plaustris yexisse poemata Thespis, 
Quse ) canerent agerentque peruncti fiecibus onu 
Post hunc personae pallaeque repertor honestao 
JSschyluSy et modicis instravit pulptta tignis, 
Et docuit magnumque loqui, nitique cotfaunio* S60 
Successit vetus his comoBdia^ non sine mult4 
Laude ; sed in vidum libertas excidit, et nm 
Dignam lege regi : lex est aecepta, chorusque 
Turpiter obticuit, sublato jure nocendi. 
. Nil intentatum nostri liquere poets; 285 

Nee minimum meruere decus, vestigia Graeca 
Ausi deserere, et celebrare domestica facta ; 
Vel qui praitextas, yel qui docuere togatas ||. 
Nee virtute foretclarisye potentius armis, 
Qu^m lingu4, Latium, si non offenderet unum- 290 
quemque poetarum limse labor et mora. Vos, 6 

• Noatri. t Utrosque. Cmn, t Ne. ) Qui* BentL 

n Togatie, wAm used alonet signifies any theatricai pUct^ ef xvkidk 
ihi subject «r pht xvas taken frem a Roman story^ as palllsts sigi^d 
the same among the Greeks. But token praetextB is set in o^posttion ta 
togatae, the first means tragedy t and Me second commff, Ammmv Mepne- 
tezta tvas a robe •worn only by the first persons of th* enunonxveoHkt 
vhilt the toga vm thi ordinary kabtt of the common ptople, FRANCIS. 
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tU the world are to see my &ulto ; aeeui^, and wa^aoM never 
to err but within reatanaile hopes of being pardoned ? Thutt 
though perhaps I have merited no praise^ at letut I hare es- 
caped censure. 

Ye *, who are denroks to escdt turn over the Gredan mo* 
dels by night and by day. But our ancestors commended 
both the numbers of Plautus, and his strokes of pleasantry ; 
too tamely, I will not say foolishly, admiring each of diem ; 
if you and I but know how to distinguish a coarse joke from a 
smart repartee, and understand the proper cadmce by vsing 
our fingers f and ears. 

ThesjHs is said to have invented a new kind of tragedy, and 
to have carried his pieces about in carts, which certain stroUen^ 
who had their faces besmeared with lees of wine, sang and 
acted. Afker him .^schylus, the inventor of the vizard mask 
and decent robe, laid the stage over with boards of a tolerable 
Hze, and taught to speak in a grand theatrical tone, and strut 
in the buskin. To these succeeded the old comedy f* not 
without considerable praise : but its personal freedom degene- 
rated into excess and violence, worthy to be regulated by law ; 
a law was made accordingly, and the chorus, the right. i^ 
claimed of abusing men*s characters bong taken away, dis- 
gracefully became silent 

Our poets have left no species of the art unattempted ; nor 
have those of them merited the least honour, who dared to 
forsake the footsteps of the Greeks and celebrate domestic 
facts ; whether they have instructed us in tra^^edy, or In co- 
medy. Nor would Italy be raised higher by valour and feata 
of arms, than by its language, did not the fatigue and tedious- 
of using the file § disg4ut every one of our po^. Po 



• TIds ptrhtpt is pertleulerfy adJressed to tki Mioei. 

t They made tui •/ ikfirfaigtrt bath t9 WMUun tht fMMfi^ ff tftne^ 
mid hut time t» the mutic, 

X 0Uh retard to the VMrious dmtigfs end rrvotmHotu eomedf heu «■• 
eUrgone, it u disti$igt^ihed into three mnde ; tki old, wUch vtee founded 
t^o» rem fncte, emd the persons pointed out by their proper names i the 
middle, where the subjects were real^ but the names ficntious j end the 
new, toherein both the nam^e emdthe aetian are bnagmaty* 

tOmetiHitpoRtUtiiiJbiUhkig. 

Aas 
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Pominliiis sanguit, carmen repn^endite quod dob 
Multa dies et multa litura coercuity atqae 
PrBeftectum * dedes noo castigavit ad ui^enu 

IngeoiiHB mkerk quia fortanatiiis arte S95 

Credit, et exclodit sanos Helicone poetas 
Democritufl ; bona pars non ungues ponore curat, 
Non barbam : secreta petit loca, balnea yitat. 
Nanciscetur enim prettum nomenque poets. 
Si tribus Anticyiis caput insanabile nunquam SOD 
Tonsori Licino commiserit. O ego Isvus, 
Qui purgor bilem sub verni temporis horam ! 
Non alius fiiceret meliora poemata ; ▼ert^m 
Nil tanti est. Ergo fungar vice cotis, acutum 
Reddere quae ferrum yalet, exsors ipsa secandi : SOS 
Munus et officium nil scribens ipse^ docebo; 
Unde parentur opes ; quid alat formetque poetam ; 
Quid deceat, quid non ; qu6 virtus, qud ferat error. 

Scribendi recte, sapere est et principium et fons. 
Rem tiln Socraticc poterant ostendere charts f : SlO 
Verbaque provisam rem non invita seqnentur. 
Qui didicit patrise quid debeat, et quid amicis ; 
Quo sit amore parens, quo frater amandus, et hpspes ; 
Quod sit conscripti, quod judicis officium ; que 
Partes in bellum missi duels; Die profectd SI 5 

Reddere personse scit convenientia cuique. 
Respicere exemplar vitas morumque jnbebo 
Docfum imitatorem, et vivas X bine ducere voces. 
Interdum speciosa locis morataque rectd 

• Perfectum. f Vorti. 

t Having said that gpod tenst is neeessarft he nma Utts ihem nvhere it 
is to bt found : in Socrates' fiUhsoi^t thai ^hsofky vMch aiuu 'm» 
liihtiHt thi mindt and ttadus ettdu^ttttr than aU the othirr. 



ART OF YOBTRY. 288 

yoa the dwcmJento <if PompUius, reject that poeniy which 
many days and many a blot have not ten times subdued to the 
most perfect accuracy. 

Because Democritus bdieres that genius is more successful 
than wretched art, and exchutes from Helieoa 41 poets who 
are in their senses, a great number of us do not care to part 
with our nails or beard ; frequent places of solitude, and shun 
the baths. For he wiU acquire, he thinks, the esteem and 
title of a j)oet, if he nearer submits his head, which is not to be 
cured by even three Anticyras*, to Licinusf the barber. 
What an unlucky fellow am I, who am purged for the bile in 
spring-time ! Else no body would compose better poems : but 
the purchase is not worth the expense. Therefore I will serve 
instead of a whetstone, idiich Uiougk not able of itself to cut, 
jfei can make steel sharp: so I, who can writ^ no poetry my- 
lidf, will teach the duty and business of an authors whence 
he may be stocked with rich materials ; what improves and 
forms the poet ; what gives a grace, what not ; what is the 
tendency of excellence^ and what that of error. 

To have good sense ^, is th^ first principle and fountain of 
writing welL The Socratic papers will direct you in the 
choice of your Suljects : and words spontaneously accompany 
the sul^t, when it is well conceived. He^ who has learned 
what he owes to his country, and what to his friends ; with 
what affection a parent, a Ivother, and a stranger are to be 
loved ; wh^ is the duty of a saiator, what of a judge ; what 
the duties of a general sent out to war ; he, / say^ certainly 
knows how tor give suitable attributes to every character. I 
lihould direct the learned imitator to have a regard to the mode 
of nature and manners, and thence draw his agressions td the 
life. SomeUraes a play, that is showy with common places 
and where the manners are well marked, though of no ele- 

• An island in the Anhtoelaffitfuiuus/or its production of a vast 
^nsntitf ofhillebore. Sat. 11. Hi. 8S. 

t A barber and/reedman of Augustot, w&» nude Um a senator for 
no other merit, it should stem, thtm hie dOtstation tftnmpef, 

I Or, philosophy. 
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Fabula, nulfius Teneris, nn^ pondere et arte, ^Sio 
Valdtus oblectat popuium meliusque moratur, 
Quibn renuB inopes reram nugieque caoorae. 

Graiis ingeDium, Graiis dedit ore rotundo 
Musa loquiy praeter laudem nuUius afaris. 
Homani pueri longis rationibus assem S25 

Ducunt in partes centum diducere. . Dicat 
Filius Albiniy Si de quincunce remota est 
Uncia, quid superat ? Poterat dii^iafle, Triens. Bu ! 
Bern poteris servare tuanu Redit uncia t quid fit ? 
Semis. An bsec * ammos erugo et cura pecult 330 
Ci^m semel imbuerit, aperarous cannina fiogi 
Posse iinenda cedro, et leri servanda cupresso ? 

Aut prodesse Tolunt, aut delectare poets ; 
Aut simal et jucunda et idonea dicere vibe. 
Quidquid pnedpiesy esto brevis: ut cito dicta 835 
Perci[Mant animi dociles, teneantque fideles. 
Omne supervacuum f pleno de pectore manat. 
Ficta Toluptatis causa, stnt proxima yeris : 
Ne, quodcunque Tolet, poscat sibi iabula credi : 
Neu pransae Lamise vivum puerara extrahat alYo. 
Centurias seniorum agitant expertia frugis ; 841 

Celsi prstereunt austera poemata Rhamnes. 
Omne tulit punctum qui miscuit utile dulci, 
Lectprem delectando, parit^rque monendo. 
Hie meret asra liber Sosiis; hie et mare transit, 845 
£t longum noto scriptori prorogat aevum. 

.• At lUBC. t Omne superrscuum ttc, deUt Bentl, 



•"» - 



ART OF POETRY. 285 

gaaoe^ inliioitt font «r art* gives the people miieh higher 
ddight and more efiectiially commandB their attention, than 
verse vind of matter and tuneful trifles. 

To the Greeks, covetous of nothing but praise, the muse 
gave genius; to the Greeks, the power of expressing tbem- 
aelves in round flumU periods. Ilie Roman youth learn by 
long computations to subdivide a pound into an hundred partSi 
Let the son of Albinus * tell me, If from five ounces one be 
subtracted^ what remains? He would have said, The third of 
a pound.— ^Bravely done ! you will be able to take care of your 
own afiirs. An ounee is added : what will that be? Half a 
pound. When this sordid rust and hankering after wealth 
has once tainted their minds, can we expect that such verses 
thould be made as are worthy the oil of cedar f, and the well 
wrought cypress? 

The poets intend either to profit, or to delight; or to de* 
fiver at once both the pleasures and the necessaries of life* 
Whatever precepts you give^ be concise : that docile minds 
may soon comprehend what is said, and fiutbfully retain it. 
All supeiiluous instruotions come out firom the overflowing 
memoiy. I^et whatever is hnagiaed for the sake of enter- 
tainment, have as much vernmiiitude as possible : let not your 
play demand belief for whatever absurdities it is inclinable to 
exhibit : nor to take out of a witch's \ belly a fiving child» 
that she had dined upon. The tribes of the seniors rail against 
every thing, that is void of edification : the exalted knights 
disr^ard poons,' which are dry and austere. He, who joins 
the instructive with the agreeable, carries the votes || of all 
'mankind, by delighting and at the same time admonishing the 
veader. This book gains money for the SosU$ ; this crosses 
the s^ and coslinues to its celebrated author a lasting dura* 
don. 

• Am ktfamoui tmd vnaltkjf tuunr, 

t Xhi andiuts mtbid their books xvilh oil tf adar, and htpt ihitn in 
easts ofcjfpress, ms boing most durakU, 

X Horace undoubtedly alludes to some ridiculous poet of tis titne, t»h9 
had introduced this monstrous incident into a plaf, 

Jj literally every point j alluding to the manner itf voting at the Co* 
mitia, by putting a point over the name of evtry candidate* Hence per* 
kaps the EngUsh/rvtwrfr, ** to carry onespoiniJ* 

\ JSminent booksellers, mentioned spilt. II. luc. 
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Sunt ddicta tmneiiy qoibiu ignoriflie yeliiiiin : 
Nam neqtie chorda sonuni reddit quern vult mantis et 

menSy 
Poieentiqne ^gfwem penaepe rwnittit actttum ; 
Nee semper feriet quodcunque minabitor arcos. 350 
Verdm ulri plura nitent in canmne, non ego paucis 
Offisndar maculis» quas aut incuria fudit, 
Aut humana paribn cant aatura. Qaid ergo ? 
Ut scriptor n peccat idem librarins usque^ 
Quamvls est monitus, Tent& caret ; ut citharoedos 
Ridetur, chorda qui semper oberrat eadem ; 956 
Sic mihiy qui multikm cessat, fit Choerilus iUe, 
Quem his tenre honttm> cnm risu miror ; et idem 
Indignor, quandoque bonus dorroitat Homerus. 
Verikm operi * longo fas est obrepere somoum. 360 

Ut pictura, poesis : erit qu8B» si propius stes, 
Te capiat magis ; et qosedam, si longi^s abstes : 
Hsc amat obscunun ; yolet hsec sub luce Tideriy 
Judicis argutum qus non fprmidat acumen : 
Hsec placuit semel ; haec decies repetita placebit. 365 

O major juvenum, quamvis et voce patem& 
Fingeris ad rectum, et per te sapis, hoc tibi dictum 
Tolie memor ; certis medium et tolerabile rebus 
Rectd concedi : consultus juris, et actor 
Causarum medipcris abest virtute diserti S70 

Messalae, nee scit quantum Casselius Aulus ; 
Sed tamen in pretio est : mediocribus esse poi^tis 
Non homines, non Ot, non concessere columnae* 
Ut gratas inter mensas symphonia discors, 
£r crassum unguentum, et Sardo cum melle papayer 
Offendunt ; poterat duci quia ccena sine istis : 376 
Sic animis natum inventumque poema juvandis^' 
Si jhiulikm sommo decessit, vergat ad imum. 

# Opere In. 
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Tel tbire an GojXUt wbich we. should b^ leady to pardoo : 
for neither does the strings always form the sound which the 
band and conception of the performer intends, but very often 
returns a sharp note, when be demands a flat ; nor will the 
bow ahra>cs bit whatever nuurk it tbrpatens* ^ But when titere 
is a great majority of beauties in a poem, I will not be ofifend- 
ed with a few blemishes, which either inattention has dropped* 
or human nature has not sufficiently provided against What 
therefore it to be determined in tAi$ matter ^ As a transcriber, 
if he still comratfat the same fault though be has been reproved, 
is without excuse; as the harper, who always blunders on the 
same string, is sure to be lauded at ; so he who is excesdve- 
]y ddicient becomes another Chcerilus * ; whom, when I find 
him tolenMe in two or three places, I wonder at with laugh- 
ter ; and at the same tune am grieved, whenever honest Ho- 
mer grows drowsy. But it is allowaU^ that sleep should 
steal upon an autkor in a long work. 

As is painting, so is poetry : some |Heces will strike you 
jnore^ if you stand near ; and some, if you are at a greater 
distance : one loves the dark ; another, which is not afraid of 
the critic's subtile judgment, chooses to l!^ seen in the light ; 
the one has pleased once ; the other will give pleasure, if tea 
times repeated. 

O you elder of the. promising youths, though you are 
framed to a right judgment by your father's instructions, and 
are wise in yourself^ yet take this truth along with you, and 
remember it ; that in certun things a medium «nd tolerable 
degree of eminence may be admitted : a counsellor and plea*' 
der at the her of the middle rate is far removed from the dis«' 
tingiushed merit of eloquent Messala, nor has so much know* 
ledge of the law as Cassellius Aulus, but yet he is in some re- 
quest ; but a mediocrity in poets, neither gods, nor men, nor 
even Uie booksellers* shops have endured. As at an agree- 
able entertainment discordant music, and muddy essence, and 
poppies mixed with ^Sardinian * honey give o^nce, because 
the supper might have passed witliout them ; so poetry, creat- 
ed and invented for the delight of our souls, if it comes short 
ever so little of the summit, sinks to the bottom. 

• A stupid pott, etnsureihy Ariittotle. VId. lib. S. Epist. 1 . 
t Sardinfai woi fM of bitter kerbs, xohtnc* the homy was bittir, 
imte pofpfFtsti rtdstsd was mktgM with hum tf 4ht ansioah. 

MANNiUS« 
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Ludere qui nescit, campestnbus abstinet anms : 
indoctusque pils^ discive, trochtve *, quiescit : S80 
Ne spisaflB mum toUant impuoe coronse : 
Qui neflcit, Tersus tameo audefe fingere. Quid ni ? 
Liber et ingenuus, pnesertim census equestrem 
Summam nummorum^ vitioque remotus ab omni. 
Tu nihil invitft dices fiidesTe Minerva : 385 

Id ttbi judicium est, ea mens. Si quid tamen olim 
Scripseris, in Medi descendat jucficis aures, 
£t patrisy et nostnu ; nonumque prematur in annum^ 
Membranis inti^s positis. Delere licebit 
Quod nott edideris ; nescit vox missa reverti. • 390 

Silvestres homines sacer interpresque Deorum 
Csedibus et victu foedo deterruit Orpheus ; 
Dictus ob hoc lenire tigres, rabidosque leones : 
Dictus et Amphion, Thebane eonditor arcis, 
Saxa movere sono testudinis, et prece blandft S95 
Ducere qud vellet. Fuit hsec sapientia quondam, 
Publiea privatis secemerey sacra profanis ; 
Concubitu prohibere Tago ; dare jura maritis ; * 
Oppida moliri ; leges incidere ligno. 
Sic honor et nomen divinis vatibus atque 40O 

Carminibus venit. Post hos insignis HomeTus, 
Tyrtaeusque mares animos in Martia bella 
Versibus exacuit. Oictae per carmina sortes, 
£t vitSB monstrata via est, et gratia regum 
Fieriu tentata modu ; ludusque repertiis» 405 

Et longorum operum finis : ne fort^ pudori 
Sit tibi Musa lyrae solers, et cantor Apollo. 

Nature fieret laudabile carmen, an arte, 
Qussitum est. Ego nee studium sine divite vena, 

•*< 'was Wm tht topt 9Hd ik$ ttiur tm thi kMp, , 
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He^ who does not uadertkaad tl» gaiiif% ihtdni hoOk 
Un weapons of the CSunpus Martiui .* and the luukilful in 
the tennis ball, the quoit, and the troque^ keeps lumself 
quiet ; lest the crowded ring should raise a laugh at his es» 
pense t notwitfistandfaig thi% he who koowt nothing of ««iwt 
presutnet to ooBpeae. Why not? He is 6oe*boni« and of a 
good familv ; abore a21» he is registered at an equastrian * sum^ 
and clear nrom every vice. You, lam persuaded, will nd- 
ther say fior do any thing in opposition to Minerva : such it 
your judgment^ Mth yowr disposhioo* Bvt if over you shall 
write any thing, let it bo snbmittod to thn ten of Metiusf 
Tarpgp who is a judge^ and your father*S| and mine ; and let 
it be suppressed till the ninth year, your papers being laid up 
securely within your own custody. You wQl have it in your 
power to bbt out, what you have not nadt pMhlic : itU a 
word once aoit abroad can never rrtiun. 

Orpheus^ the priest and interpreter of the gods^ Jirs$ deter- 
red the savage race of men from ravages and inhuman diet ; 
hence said to tame tigers and finkws lioils : AmjAion too^ 
the builder of the Thebon wal^ wai said to ghw the stones moA 
tion with the sound of bis lyn, and to lead them whitherso* 
ever he would, by engaging persuasion, lliis was deemed- 
wisdon of yore^ to distinguish the public ttotik private weal, 
things sacred from things profime ; to prohitnt a promiscuous 
commerce between the sexes; to givnkWs to married people; 
to plan out cities ; to engrave hiws on tablet ^ wood. Tbua 
honour accrued to divine pcets, and their songs. After tbese» 
the enoeUent iBbmer and jt^rtaeus ammatCd the manly mind 
to martial addevements with their verses» Oracles were de- 
livered m poetry, and the eeoaoi^ of fift pointed ont, and 
the fiivour of sofereign princes was sdidted Im Pierian strainsa 
games were instituted, and a cheeifiU period put to the tedi- 
ous hbotirs of the dsy ; thU T remind yim of, lest haply you 
idioidd be aahamed of tha lyHc muas^ and ApoDo the ^ of 

It has been made a question* whether good poetry hade* 
rived from nature or from art For my parti i can neither 

« JSs sMl^ rs MWllr a Itottum f» At raaM is fte iiaftfffOT «fiirr, Ite 
I Antxuttmt critU mt Hii mid ta Sat. I. x. 
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Nee mde quid posrit * videa ingenium : altcfku ds 
Altera pcwcit opem res, et conjurat amic^ 411 

Qui studet optatam cursu coDtingere metain, 
Malta tulit fecitque puer ; sudavit et alsit ; 
Abttiiiiiit Venere et Baccbo f : qui Pythla cantat 
Tibicen, didieit priilks extimuitque magistmin. 415 
Nee X satis e$t dizisse, ' Ego mira poemata pango : 
Occupet extremum scabies : mihi turpe relinqui est* 
£t, quod non didid, saa^ nescire fateri/ 

Ut pnsco, ad merces turbam qui cogit emendas, 
Assentatores jubet ad lucrum ire poeta 480 

Dives agrii* c^es positis in fienore nummis. 
8i yerd est, ttnctum qui rectd pono^ possit, . 
Et spondere lev! pro paupere, et eripere atris § 
Litibus implicitum ; mirabor, si sciet inter- 
Boseere roendaoem veramque beatus amicum. 4S5 
Tu sea donlbis, sea quid donare Toles cui ; 
Noltto ad versus tibi factos ducere plenum 
I^ctitise : clai|ial»t enim, ' Pulcre ! bene ! recte !* 
Pallescet ; super hb etlana stillabit amicls . . 

Ex oculis rorem ; saliet ; tondet pede terrain* 430 
Ut qui conduct! || plorant in fiinere, dicunt 
£^ faciunt prop^ plura dolentibus ex animp ; sic 
Derisor vero pliks laudatore movetor. 
Reges dicuntur mulds ulcere culuUis, 
Et torquere mero, quern perspexisse laborantj 4SS 
An sit ao^icitift dignus. Si carmina condes, 
Nunqoam te.faUant animi sub vulpe latentes. 

Quintilio si quid reeitares, * Corrige, sodes^ 
Hoc,* aiebaty ' et hoc :* meliiis te posse negares. 
Bis terque expertum fhistni t : delere jubebat. 440 
Et male ** tomatos incodi reddere versus. 

• Prorft. t Vino. i None. S Arctlt. Mmtt. > 
li Quae conducts. MaM. f Eacpertum s frurtrlk. Marki, 

• •Ternatoa. nmtU Pormatot. Cnm. 
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findy on ds wtthoat a rich mhrnd ynin, nor 
what nide genuia can avail of itadf : ao match does the oae 
nquire the aisistance of the other, and so amicably do thcgr 
eon^re to produce the tame ^ecf. He, who is industrious 
to reach the wished-for goal, has done and sufleied much when- 
a boy ; he has sweated and shivered with cold ; he has al^ 
stained from love and wine: he, who sings the Pythian 
stnins, was first a learner, and in awe of a master. But in 
paetry it is now enough for a man to say of himself ; '* I make 
adrainUe ver ses : a murrain seise the hindmost : it is scan* 
isinus IhT mr tn tin irnt siripprf. inil ffiijilj Is airtwanin^r thtf 
I am ignorant of that which I never haia s j/ ' 

As a crier, who collects the crowd together to buy bis goodfc 
so a poet rich in land, rich m money put out at mterest, in- 
vites flatterers to come mui praite Ms waHts for a reward. 
But if he be one^ who is weQ able to set out an elegant table, 
and give security for a poor man, and relieve him when en- 
tuigfed in gloomy law- suits ; I shall wonder, if with tUf 
WMhfa he can distinguish a true friend from a raise one. For 
' you, wh et her you have raade^ or intend to mtka, a pvesent to 
any one ; do net bring him full of joy directly to your finish* 
«d verses : for then \lt will cerfoiWy cxy out, ^ Claarming ! 
excdBeni ! judicious ! he will turn pale ; at some parts he will 
even distil idie dew from bis friendly eyes ; in wffl jump about ; 
he will beat the ground wUh ecttactf* As ttieie who mo«a 
at funerals for pay» do and s^ more than those that are affliei> 
ed from their hearts ; so the sham-admirer is always moie 
aflhcted, than he that praises with sincerity. Certain kings 
are said to ply with frequent bumpers and by ihe strength'^ 
wine make trial of a nuuiH whom they are sedulous to know* 
irhether he be worthy of their friendship or not . Thus, if you 
compose verses, let not the fox's * concealed intentions im« 
pose upon you. 

If you had recited any thins to Qninctilius, he would say, 
^ Alter, I priQr, this and this ; if you replied, you could do 
k no better, having made the experiment twice or thrice in 
vain : he would order you to blot it out, and once more apply to 
the anvil your ill-formed verses : if you chose rather to d^* 

• ifltodiNf to iftf vfiO'kuwnfahU tf • ikttaaaaitkt Osw** 
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x^ouiiiii vitro vcriniiB Mit opcnuB JmumdMtt msiMny 

Quin <iii^ rirali twfut et txm mIim amarei. 

Vht boMf ft pnuUps vinw w p r < lwtid » t limU$» 4iS 

Culpabit diiros, incoBCb alliati atRMi 

Traofv^eno eahrmo ngnum ; a mMtlpM i reddet 

Orniimeiita; piprih» chiis locen dare coget; 

AnBoat anbicii^ diatas wmtanda noCabits 

•F4el Aritlwciiw: Hon cfioek, < Cor ego aBucaa 4A> 

Offisndam in irag^t ?* Hae niifB seria ducent 

In mala derisuoi sistoelf ezcaptuinand 9iiiiBtr& 

Ut nda ^MB loabies avt laoibui rtgm Ufsnet* 
Attt Aaadcut error, at iraaiada Dhhw; 
Ti^sanum uid^ne dment fti^^otque poStam^ 455 
Qui sapiiuut; agUaat ^eri, iimauti^ie aaqpuiatur. 
Hie, dun wiMtmei wmm% nietaHir, et evratp 
8i veliiti laeniUe krteiitm deeidit eueepa 
In puteoin fbrefunque; licet, * Spjccanite/ loDgftm 
CUuD^ * lo d?e8 !' Dpn sit ifu tollere cu»^ ^a 
Si yia eunat * opem farra^ etileaaiitere iiiaaan; 
* Qiit teif, aa prqdeBS hue ae prejecerit, atqiie 
Serrarf noUt (^ dicam, SicuHque pp&ae f 
Narrabo inteci^iiiap Deug i ininw > « )ii Mim 
.I>aai €nfk Eanpedo^, andeotam'fH^diis i£tttaBi 
Inrfloijt. Sit jvs, lieeatqitie perire po^s. 4166 

Invitum qui servat, idem facit ocadenti. 
Nee samel hoc feeit; nec,«ii'atc»ctii»erit,jaia 
Fiet hooM, et ppnat fiunoim mordt aiuemiDU 
Kec sath apparet, cnr rersus fiietitet ; utrdm 4f0 
. Minxerit In patnos dn^ei, ap tiiste bidental 
MoTerit incestus : certd furit, ac yelut untta 

• Canet. Comt. flPiitf . f IH|ccertt i 

t Vtnm cm dictitet. Ohm. 
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fend Una coitect a feult* he spent not a word mora nor fruit- 
less labour, but you alone might be fond of yourself and your 
own works, without a rival A good and sensible man will 
eeisune ffintlestf visraes, besrill condona the trash, on the in- 
correct jbe wiU draw across a black stroke with his pen ; he 
will lop off ambitious andredundant ornaments ; he will make 
him throw light on the parts, that are not perspicuous ; he 
will arraign, what is eiq>ressed ambiguously ; he will m$A: 
what shouU be altered ; in ^ort, he ^ be an Aristarehus * : 
he will not say, ** Why should I give my friend offence about 
mere trifles ?" These trifles will lead into mischiefs of serious 
consequence, when once made an object of ridicule, and used 
m a sinister manner. 

Like one whom an odious plague or jaundice^ fancde 
phrensy> or lunacy distresses ; those who are wise avoid a 
mad poet, and are afraid to touch him : -the boys Jostle him, 
and the incautious pursue him. If» like a fowler intent upon 
his game, he should fall into a well or ditch while he belches 
out his fustian verses and roams about, though he should cry 
out for a long lime, '* Come to my asdstance^ O my country- 
men ;*' not one would give himself the trouble of taking him 
up. Were any one to take pains to give him aid, and let 
down a rope ; ** How do you know, but he threw himself in 
hither on purpose and does not wish to be saved?" I shall 
say ; and will relate the death of the faiMus Sicilian poet. 
Bmpedocles, while he was ambitious of being esteemed an 
immortal god, in a cold fit le^wd into iEtna. Let poets 
have the privilege and licenee to die as they please. He, 
who saves a man against his will, does the same wi^ 
him who kills him agamsi Ms wUl, Neither is it the 
first time that he has behaved in this manner ; nor, were 
he to be forced from his purposes^ would he now become, 
a man, and lay aside his dedre of such a famous death* Nei- 
ther does it appear sufficiently, why he makes verses : whether 
he has staled upon his ftther's ashes, or sacrilegiously remo- 
Ted the sad trophy of the vindictive thunder; it is evident 

• Aflitaidiot tvtff «• Miiiira/ crilfc, wte lhv«i te like fvijl* ^ Ptolemy 
Vhiladdphitt, oKd was eonttmptrerf tiritk CaUfanschns : M tpnte abw§ 
fomrscmt tfHmmu tf eammnUarUs on Homer, Ariitopbanes. and oUur 
Gteek poOti hi nvUid end nmeM Homer, tm kU totr jb it ha taitk 
ikenst^ki* crMdtmi, wkieh toen to wkce end pmOreHiu^ Hiet In Vfet 
I i s w s i e y cellid ikt Pmwer> en eeemmi ^kk jhet tegsaif, 
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Objectos caveae valuit si frangere clathrcMy 
Indoctum doctumque fuget recitator acerbiuu 
Qoeoi verd arripuh, tenet, •cciditque legendo ; ^S 
Non misfoni catem, aisi pieaa craoris, hinuio. 
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however that he is mad^ and, likie a bear that has burst through 
the gates closing his den, this unmerciful rehearser chases the 
learned and unleamed. And whomsoever he seizes, he fas- 
tens on, and assassinates with recitation ; a leech that will not 
quit the skin, tiU satiated with blood. 



THE END, 



*• 






*i/.A.M. ^f% 



\ 



